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Social Control Theory Sociology: Understanding the Bonds that Shape Behavior

social control theory sociology is a fundamental perspective within the field
of sociology that seeks to explain why individuals conform to societal norms
and laws. Unlike other criminological theories that focus on what drives
people to deviate or commit crimes, social control theory emphasizes the
importance of social bonds and the mechanisms that keep people aligned with
accepted behavior. This approach sheds light on how social relationships,
institutions, and internalized norms work together to regulate behavior and
maintain social order.

Exploring social control theory offers valuable insights into the dynamics of
conformity, deviance, and the influence of social structures. In this
article, we’ll dive deep into the origins, key concepts, and practical
implications of social control theory sociology, while naturally weaving in
related ideas like social bonds, informal social controls, and the role of
family and community.

The Origins and Foundations of Social Control
Theory Sociology

Social control theory sociology emerged as a response to earlier
criminological theories that primarily focused on why people commit deviant
acts. Developed most notably by Travis Hirschi in the late 1960s, the theory
proposes that strong social bonds to family, friends, and society at large
serve as a protective mechanism against deviance.

Hirschi’s seminal work, *Causes of Delinquency* (1969), laid the groundwork
by arguing that delinquents are those who have weak or broken social bonds.
The theory rests on the idea that people naturally have impulses that might
lead to deviance, but these impulses are restrained by their connections to
society.

Key Components of Social Control Theory

At the heart of social control theory sociology are four crucial elements
that form the basis of social bonds:

1. **Attachment** — Emotional and social ties to others, such as family
members, friends, and mentors, which encourage conformity.

2. **Commitment** — The investment one has in conventional activities and
goals, like education and career, creating stakes in conformity.

3. **Involvement** — Participation in socially approved activities that leave



little time or energy for deviance.
4. **Belief** — Acceptance of societal norms, laws, and moral codes that
guide behavior.

When these bonds are strong, individuals are less likely to engage in deviant
behavior because they value their relationships and social standing.
Conversely, weak or broken bonds can increase the likelihood of rule-
breaking.

How Social Control Operates in Everyday Life

Understanding social control theory sociology is not just an academic
exercise; it reveals how everyday interactions and institutions influence
behavior. Social control mechanisms can be both formal and informal.

Informal Social Controls: The Invisible Forces

Informal social control involves the subtle, everyday pressures that
encourage conformity without the need for laws or formal sanctions. These
include:

- **Family expectations** — Parents and relatives instill values and monitor
behavior.

- **peer influence** — Friends can reinforce norms or, conversely, lead to
deviance.

- **Community norms** — Local customs and shared beliefs guide acceptable
behavior.

For example, a teenager might avoid engaging in vandalism not because of fear
of legal punishment but due to the disappointment it would cause their
parents or peers. These informal controls are powerful because they operate
through socialization and emotional connections.

Formal Social Controls: Laws and Institutions

Formal social control, on the other hand, is exercised by institutions such
as the police, courts, and schools. Laws, regulations, and disciplinary
measures serve to deter deviance by imposing consequences.

While social control theory sociology primarily highlights the role of
informal social bonds, it acknowledges that formal controls are also
important in maintaining order, especially when informal mechanisms weaken.



Applications of Social Control Theory Sociology

Social control theory extends beyond criminology and offers insights into
various areas of social life. Below are some important applications:

Explaining Juvenile Delinquency

One of the most significant uses of social control theory sociology is in

understanding juvenile delinquency. Research consistently shows that youths
who have weak attachments to parents, poor school involvement, and limited
commitment to future goals are more prone to engage in criminal activities.

Interventions that strengthen family bonds, encourage school participation,
and build community connections have been effective in reducing delinquency
rates. Programs that focus on mentorship and youth engagement exemplify
practical applications of social control theory.

Workplace and Organizational Behavior

In workplaces, social control theory can explain why employees follow
organizational rules or engage in misconduct. Strong attachment to
colleagues, commitment to career goals, and belief in company values foster
conformity and reduce unethical behavior.

Organizations that promote positive social bonds and inclusive cultures tend
to experience less deviance and higher productivity. Understanding these
dynamics helps managers develop better strategies for employee engagement and
ethical conduct.

Social Control and Mental Health

Interestingly, social control theory sociology also intersects with mental
health research. Strong social bonds provide emotional support and a sense of
belonging, which are crucial for psychological well-being. Conversely, social
isolation or weak social ties can increase vulnerability to mental health
problems and risky behaviors.

This connection emphasizes the broader role of social control in maintaining
not just social order but individual health and happiness.



Critiques and Modern Perspectives on Social
Control Theory Sociology

While social control theory sociology has been influential, it is not without
criticism. Some scholars argue that the theory oversimplifies human behavior
by assuming that deviance is primarily the result of weak social bonds.
Others point out that it doesn’t fully account for structural inequalities
like poverty and discrimination, which can drive deviance independently of
social bonds.

Moreover, the theory tends to emphasize conformity and may overlook the
complexities of resistance and social change. For example, certain acts of
deviance may be a form of protest against unjust social norms rather than a
breakdown of social control.

Modern sociologists often integrate social control theory with other
perspectives, such as labeling theory and strain theory, to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of deviance.

Expanding the Theory in Contemporary Society

In today’'s digital age, social control theory sociology faces new challenges
and opportunities. Social media and online communities create novel forms of
attachment and involvement that can either reinforce or undermine traditional
social controls.

For instance, virtual peer groups might encourage deviant behavior, or they
could foster positive social bonds across geographic boundaries. Researchers
are increasingly studying how these new social dynamics affect conformity and
deviance.

Tips for Strengthening Social Bonds in
Communities

Drawing from social control theory sociology, it becomes clear that
communities thrive when social bonds are nurtured. Here are some practical
tips for fostering stronger social control in neighborhoods and social
groups:

- **Encourage participation in local activities and organizations** to build
involvement.

- **Support family engagement programs** to enhance attachment and
communication.

- **Promote educational and career opportunities** to increase commitment.

- **Cultivate shared values through community dialogues and events** to



strengthen belief in norms.
- **¥Foster inclusive environments** where diverse voices are heard and
respected.

By focusing on these areas, communities can create natural social controls
that reduce deviance and promote well-being.

Social control theory sociology offers a compelling lens to understand how
our connections to others influence our choices and behaviors. It reminds us
that at the core of social order lies the strength of our relationships and
shared values. Whether in families, schools, workplaces, or broader
communities, nurturing these bonds is essential not only for preventing
deviance but also for building a healthier, more cohesive society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is social control theory in sociology?

Social control theory in sociology is a framework that explains how
individuals' bonds to society and its institutions prevent them from engaging
in deviant or criminal behavior.

Who developed the social control theory?

The social control theory was primarily developed by Travis Hirschi in 1969,
who emphasized the importance of social bonds in preventing delinquency.

What are the main elements of social control theory?

The main elements of social control theory include attachment, commitment,
involvement, and belief, which are the social bonds that connect individuals
to society and discourage deviance.

How does social control theory explain criminal
behavior?

Social control theory posits that when an individual's bonds to society are
weak or broken, they are more likely to engage in criminal or deviant
behavior due to a lack of social constraints.

What role does family play in social control theory?

In social control theory, family plays a crucial role in fostering attachment
and commitment, which helps individuals internalize societal norms and avoid
deviance.



How is social control theory different from strain
theory?

Social control theory focuses on the strength of social bonds preventing
deviance, whereas strain theory emphasizes the pressure or strain individuals
feel when they cannot achieve societal goals, leading to deviance.

Can social control theory be applied to understand
juvenile delinquency?

Yes, social control theory is often applied to juvenile delinquency,
suggesting that weak bonds to family, school, and community increase the
likelihood of delinquent behavior among youth.

What criticisms exist against social control theory?

Critics argue that social control theory overemphasizes conformity, neglects
the role of social inequality, and does not fully explain why some
individuals with strong social bonds still engage in deviant acts.

How can social control theory inform crime
prevention strategies?

Social control theory suggests that strengthening social bonds through family
support, community involvement, and educational engagement can reduce
deviance and aid in effective crime prevention.

Additional Resources
Social Control Theory in Sociology: An In-Depth Exploration

social control theory sociology serves as a foundational framework for
understanding how societies maintain order and discourage deviant behavior.
Rooted in the broader field of criminology and sociological inquiry, this
theory explores the mechanisms through which individuals conform to societal
norms and the ways social bonds influence behavior. By examining the
interplay between social institutions, relationships, and individual actions,
social control theory offers critical insights into the prevention of
deviance and the maintenance of social cohesion.

Understanding Social Control Theory Sociology

At its core, social control theory sociology proposes that people's behavior
is regulated by their connections to society. Unlike theories that focus
primarily on the motivations behind deviance, social control theory



emphasizes why individuals refrain from deviant acts. It suggests that strong
social bonds and internalized norms act as deterrents to rule-breaking
behavior. The absence or weakening of these bonds can lead to increased
likelihood of deviance or criminal activity.

Developed most prominently by sociologist Travis Hirschi in the late 1960s,
social control theory was a response to earlier criminological perspectives
that concentrated heavily on the causes of criminal behavior. Hirschi’s
seminal work, "Causes of Delinquency" (1969), shifted the focus toward the
social ties that inhibit deviance, framing social control as an active
process embedded in everyday interactions.

Core Elements of Social Control Theory

The theory identifies four main components that constitute social bonds:

Attachment: Emotional and social ties to others, such as family,
friends, and community, which foster a sense of belonging and
accountability.

e Commitment: Investment in conventional activities and goals, such as
education and career ambitions, which raise the stakes of deviance.

e Involvement: Participation in socially approved activities that limit
opportunities for deviant behavior by occupying time and attention.

e Belief: Acceptance of social norms and laws as legitimate and worthy of
compliance.

These elements work in tandem to create a framework within which individuals
regulate their behavior according to societal expectations.

Social Control Theory versus Other Sociological
Theories

To appreciate the distinctive contributions of social control theory
sociology, it is essential to compare it with other prominent sociological
perspectives on deviance:

e Strain Theory: Focuses on the pressures individuals face when they
cannot achieve socially accepted goals through legitimate means, leading
to deviance as an adaptation.



e Labeling Theory: Emphasizes societal reaction and the stigmatization of
individuals, suggesting that deviance results from being labeled as
such.

e Conflict Theory: Views deviance as a result of social inequality and
power struggles, where dominant groups impose norms to control
subordinate groups.

Unlike these theories that explain deviance as a consequence of external
pressures or societal definitions, social control theory sociology centers on
the individual's integration within social structures and the internalization
of norms.

Strengths and Limitations of Social Control Theory

An analytical review of the theory reveals several advantages:

e Focus on Social Bonds: By highlighting the protective role of social
ties, the theory provides a clear pathway for intervention through
strengthening community and familial relationships.

e Applicability Across Contexts: The framework applies to various forms of
deviance, from juvenile delinquency to adult criminal behavior, making
it versatile.

e Empirical Support: Numerous studies have corroborated the correlation
between weakened social bonds and increased deviance.

However, some critiques persist:

e Overemphasis on Conformity: The theory may understate individual agency
and the complexities behind why people choose to conform or deviate.

e Limited Explanation for Initial Deviance: It explains why people refrain
from deviance but less effectively why some individuals initiate deviant
acts despite strong social bonds.

e Cultural Bias: Critics argue that the theory's focus on mainstream
social norms may not adequately capture deviance in diverse cultural
contexts.



Applications of Social Control Theory in
Contemporary Sociology

Social control theory sociology continues to influence research and policy in
multiple domains. In criminology, it informs rehabilitation programs that
emphasize strengthening family relationships and community engagement to
reduce recidivism. Educational institutions apply its principles by fostering
connectedness among students to deter delinquent behavior.

Moreover, the theory extends to understanding digital behavior and online
communities, where social bonds can be both enabling and restraining factors
in cyber deviance. Sociologists also investigate how social control
mechanisms operate in marginalized populations, examining disparities in
social integration and their impact on deviance rates.

Social Control in Modern Social Institutions

The role of institutions such as family, schools, and workplaces in exerting
social control is critical. For instance:

e Family: Early socialization processes instill norms and values that form
the foundation of social bonds.

e Schools: Educational settings provide structured environments that
promote involvement and commitment to conventional goals.

e Workplaces: Employment ties contribute to social commitment and reduce
opportunities for deviance through routine activities.

Understanding these dynamics helps policymakers design targeted interventions
that reinforce social controls and reduce antisocial behavior.

The Future Directions of Social Control Theory
Sociology

As social landscapes evolve with technological advancement and increasing
social complexity, social control theory sociology faces new challenges and
opportunities. Researchers are exploring how virtual communities and social
media platforms alter traditional social bonds and control mechanisms. For
example, online anonymity can weaken attachment and accountability,
potentially increasing deviance, while digital activism may strengthen
collective belief systems that promote social change.



Further interdisciplinary work incorporating psychology, sociology, and
criminology is expanding the theory’s explanatory power. Integrating insights
about identity formation, cognitive processes, and social networks promises
to deepen understanding of social control's multifaceted nature.

In the face of societal transformations, social control theory remains a
vital lens through which scholars and practitioners can analyze and influence
human behavior, helping to navigate the complex terrain between conformity
and deviance in modern societies.
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various social institutions and processes that operate as mechanisms of (informal) social control
within the community. This book also examines the ways the second generation South Asians relate
to their community and the extent to which they conform, or deviate from its norms. Criminological
social control theory is used as an analytical framework for explaining deviance. It is concluded that
the South Asian youngsters (boys) who have weak / broken bonds with their community are more
likely to deviate from its norms. The book further concludes that social control and deviance are
intricately interrelated. While social control defines what is deviance, the latter has important
implications for the former: repeated occurrence of deviance prompts agencies of social control to
redefine and gradually normalize deviance.

social control theory sociology: The Handbook of Social Control Mathieu Deflem, 2019-01-11
The Handbook of Social Control offers a comprehensive review of the concepts of social control in
today's environment and focuses on the most relevant theories associated with social control. With
contributions from noted experts in the field across 32 chapters, the depth and scope of the
Handbook reflects the theoretical and methodological diversity that exists within the study of social
control. Chapters explore various topics including: theoretical perspectives; institutions and
organizations; law enforcement; criminal justice agencies; punishment and incarceration;
surveillance; and global developments. This Handbook explores a variety of issues and themes on
social control as being a central theme of criminological reflection. The text clearly demonstrates the
rich heritage of the major relevant perspectives of social control and provides an overview of the
most important theories and dimensions of social control today. Written for academics,
undergraduate, and graduate students in the fields of criminology, criminal justice, and sociology,
The Handbook of Social Control is an indispensable resource that explores a contemporary view of
the concept of social control.

social control theory sociology: Deviance and Social Control Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A.
Bates, Randy R. Gainey, 2016-06-20 Deviance and Social Control: A Sociological Perspective, Second
Edition serves as a guide to students delving into the fascinating world of deviance for the first time.
Authors Michelle Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, and Randy Gainey offer a clear overview of issues and
perspectives in the field, including introductions to classic and current sociological theories as well
as research on definitions and causes of deviance and reactions to deviant behavior. The unique
text/reader format provides the best of both worlds, offering both substantial original chapters that
clearly explain and outline the sociological perspectives on deviance, along with carefully selected
articles on deviance and social control taken directly from leading academic journals and books.

social control theory sociology: Control Theories of Crime and Delinquency Chester L.
Britt, Michael R. Gottfredson, 2017-11-30 For the past twenty to thirty years, control theories of
crime have been at the center of theoretical development in criminology. Key to the control theory
perspective is the notion that crime is an inherently individual act, and its explanation requires that
we focus on the characteristics of individuals who commit crimes. Consequently, control theory
focuses on such issues as self-control and social control. The contributions to this volume explicate
and extend the application of control theory. It is divided into three general areas. Part 1 focuses on
key assumptions and components of control theories. Contributors discuss the notion of learning, or
socialization, in the context of control theory and the effects that families, peers, and the criminal
justice system have on self-control, social ties, and criminal behavior. Part 2 applies control theory to
areas typically assumed to be out of the domain of self-control theory and social control theory, such
as gender differences in crime, domestic violence, and group crime. Considering control theory's
emphasis on explaining individual criminal acts, these chapters suggest an interesting area of
development by highlighting the possibility that differences in crime across or within groups may
begin with individual characteristics and then making inferences about groups and group processes.
Part 3 approaches the explanation of crime cross-nationally and at the macro-level. Although the
authors take different approaches, they all illustrate that a theory of crime does not require
culture-specific elements in order to be a valid cross-cultural explanation. Contributors to this
volume include: Robert Agnew, Todd Armstrong, Leana Allen Bouffard, Augustine Brannigan,




Chester Britt, Barbara Costello, Maja Dekovic, Matt DeLisi, Michael Gottfredson, Henriette Haas,
Kelly H. Hardwick, Travis Hirschi, Marianne Junger, Martin Killias, Helen Mederer, Kevin
Thompson, and Alexander Vazsonyi.

social control theory sociology: Deviance and Social Control Linda Bell Deutschmann,
2007 Created for the Introduction to Deviance course, Deviance and Social Control, 4e uses theory
and examples to illustrate societal perceptions of deviance throughout the ages, without assuming
prior knowledge of introductory sociology or research methods. All theories are carefully considered
and explored, illustrating how classical theories influence contemporary ones, in a manner that is
meaningful to students.

social control theory sociology: Crime, Deviance, and Social Control in the 21st Century
Claudio Colaguori, 2023-03-06 Crime, Deviance, and Social Control in the 21st Century seeks to go
beyond traditional criminology texts and handle the subject through a perspective focusing on power
interest and social justice. Timely and accessibly written, the text provides a comprehensive
overview of social and criminological theory, as well as recent trends in theorizing power and
deviance. It also delves into the significant implications the committal and control of crime have for
human rights. This text aims to answer the questions: “Who has the power to decide which acts are
deviant?”; “Whose interests are being served by a given law?”; and “Which social groups are being
disadvantaged when society has been constructed along such legally demarcated lines?” The
contributors dissect the criminalization of dissent, the changing nature of what constitutes deviance,
internet hate, self-harming, transgender identities, the growing rise of transnational criminal
enterprises, internet fraud, and the increased public attention on police practices. With a Canadian
focus placed in a global context, the text challenges readers to consider crime and deviance as
socially structured phenomena, while recognizing that crime is a worldwide issue. Crime, Deviance,
and Social Control in the 21st Century is a critical resource for undergraduate students in
criminology, police services, and sociology. FEATURES: - Offers an accessible and comprehensive
introductory overview of criminology theory - Employs a social justice approach to the fundamentals
of criminology, deviance, law, and social control - Includes bolded key terms, a glossary, real-world
case studies, and questions for critical thinking

social control theory sociology: Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions: Volume II Jan E.
Stets, Jonathan H. Turner, 2014-08-18 Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions Volume II presents all
new chapters in the ever developing area of the sociology of emotions. The volume is divided into
two sections: Theoretical Perspectives and Social Arenas of Emotions. It reviews major sociological
theories on emotions, which include evolutionary theory, identity theory, affect control theory, social
exchange theory, ritual theory, and cultural theory among others. Social arenas where emotions are
examined include, but are not limited to, the economy and the workplace, the family, mental health,
crime, sports, technology, social movements and the field of science. All the chapters review the
major theories and research in the area and each chapter ends with some discussion of directions
for future research. The Sociology of Emotions is a fast growing and vital field in the broad discipline
of Sociology. This volume II follows the Handbook of the Sociology of Emotions which was first
published in 2006. In 2008, this first handbook received the “Outstanding Recent Contribution” in
the Emotions Section of the American Sociological Association. With contributions from leading
scholars from different areas in the discipline, such as neurosociology, culture, economics, mental
health, gender, social movements, discussing state-of-art theory and research on emotions in
sociology this volume will generate wider appeal to the sociological community.

social control theory sociology: Perspectives on Deviance and Social Control Michelle
Inderbitzin, Kristin A. Bates, Randy R. Gainey, 2018-11-21 Perspectives on Deviance and Social
Control provides a sociological examination of deviance and social control in society. Derived from
the same author team’s successful text/reader version, this concise and student-friendly resource
uses sociological theories to illuminate a variety of issues related to deviant behavior and societal
reactions to deviance. The authors briefly explain the development of major sociological theoretical
perspectives and use current research and examples to demonstrate how those theories are used to



think about and study the causes of deviant behavior and the reactions to it. Focusing on the
application—rather than just the understanding—of theory, the Second Edition offers a practical and
fascinating exploration of deviance in our society.

social control theory sociology: The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology George Ritzer, ].
Michael Ryan, 2011-01-25 This concise encyclopedia is the most complete international survey of
sociology ever created in one volume. Contains over 800 entries from the whole breadth of the
discipline Distilled from the highly regarded Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, with entries
completely revised and updated to provide succinct and up-to-date coverage of the fundamental
topics Global in scope, both in terms of topics and contributors Each entry includes references and
suggestions for further reading Cross-referencing allows easy movement around the volume

social control theory sociology: Delinquency in Society: The Essentials Robert M. Regoli, John
D. Hewitt, Matt DeLisi, 2010-02-17 .

social control theory sociology: Delinquency in Society Robert Regoli, John Hewitt, Matt
DelLisi, 2010 Delinquency in Society, Eighth Edition provides a systematic introduction to the study
of juvenile delinquency, criminal behavior, and status offending youths. This text examines the
theories of juvenile crimes and the social context of delinquency including the relevance of families,
schools, and peer groups. Reorganized and thoroughly updated to reflect the most current trends
and developments in juvenile delinquency, the Eighth Edition includes discussions of the history,
institutional context, and societal reactions to delinquent behavior. Delinquency prevention
programs and basic coverage of delinquency as it relates to the criminal justice system are also
included to add context and support student comprehension.

social control theory sociology: Social Learning Theory and the Explanation of Crime
Ronald L. Akers, Gary F. Jensen, 2011-12-31 Social learning theory has been called the dominant
theory of crime and delinquency in the United States, yet it is often misrepresented. This latest
volume in the distinguished Advances in Criminological Theory series explores the impact of this
theory. Some equate it with differential association theory. Others depict it as little more than a
micro-level appendage to cultural deviance theories. There have been earlier attempts to clarify the
theory's unique features in comparison to other theories, and others have applied it to broader
issues. These efforts are extended in this volume, which focuses on developing, applying, and testing
the theory on a variety of criminal and delinquent behavior. It applies the theory to treatment and
prevention, moving social learning into a global context for the twenty-first century. This
comprehensive volume includes the latest work, tests, and theoretical advances in social learning
theory and will be particularly helpful to criminologists, sociologists, and psychologists. It may also
be of interest to those concerned with current issues relating to delinquency, drug use/abuse, and
drinking/alcohol abuse.

social control theory sociology: Society in Focus William E. Thompson, Joseph V. Hickey,
Mica L. Thompson, 2018-11-13 Society in Focus: An Introduction to Sociology, Ninth
Edition,emphasizes how society and socialforces affect everything from globalizationand
international policies to day-to-dayactivities in our personal lives. In thisedition, the authors go
beyond the merequestioning of issues to take a closer lookat the social world in which we live.
Theyprovide an integrated approach that usessociological thinking to help studentsanalyze and
understand key concepts. Tofocus increased attention on sociologicalthinking and research methods,
theyhave chosen four key themes: media andtechnology, globalization, cultural diversity,and trends
for the future. Because sociologyis about all of us and our daily lives, it is aneminently practical and
useful discipline forunderstanding our social world. This Ninth Edition Includes: ¢ specific student
outcomes for each chapter as well as assessment items linked to those outcomes ¢ new
chapter-opening vignettes that give real-life examples illustrating important terms, concepts, and
theories included in that chapter * updated data, statistics, maps, charts, boxes, and tables citing
the latest research available ¢ examples of the powerful impact of media and technology on society,
especially the role social media play in helping to shape and define our daily social lives ¢ new
photos and cartoons accompanied by critical-thinking questions that reinforce and illustrate



important sociological terms, concepts, and theories

social control theory sociology: The Sociology of Deviance Robert ]J. Franzese, 2009
Sociology of Deviance: Differences, Tradition, and Stigma is dedicated to a sociological analysis of
deviance, a term reframed to imply differences. Deviance is approached from the outset as meaning
differences: differences in attitudes, behaviors, lifestyles, and values of people. The terms OC
devianceOCO or OC deviant behaviorOCO are understood as labels themselves and are used
sparingly, such as in the title and in Chapter 14, OC Elite and Power DevianceOCO (OC
devianceOCO appears with frequency in the theory chapters since it is a term used by the theorists
addressed). Part of the title of the text is OC TraditionOCO meaning traditional topics are covered
such as suicide, mental disorders and physical disabilities, addictions and substance abuse and use,
criminal behaviors, and sexual behaviors and differences. The book has one chapter devoted to
criminal behaviors, with emphasis placed on violent and property offenses. The term OC stigmaOCO
appears in the title for two reasons: it is to honor the contributions of Erving Goffman to the study of
differences, and it is used to accentuate the importance of societal reaction to attitudes, behaviors,
lifestyles, and values that are varied and different in a heterogeneous society. Nowhere is this more
evident than in Chapter 12, OC Societal Reaction and Stigmatization: Mental Disorders and Physical
Disabilities.OCO

social control theory sociology: Teenage Runaways Laurie Schaffner, 2014-01-21 Teenage
Runaways: Broken Hearts and “Bad Attitudes” uncovers the perspectives of actual teenage
runaways to help professionals, parents, and youths understand the widespread social problem of
“last resort” behavior. You'll learn the real reasons teenagers run away, and you’ll hear the
anguished voices of the teenage runaways themselves, shattering the myth that only bad kids
runaway.Teenage Runaways deflates popular misconceptions that runaways are incorrigible
delinquents who want to leave home, that they make impulsive decisions to leave their families, and
that they wish to never return. Reporting on a qualitative study of 26 runaways in a shelter in New
England, this book reveals that many teenaged runaways leave home in search of safety and
freedom from what they consider abusive treatment, whether physical, sexual, or emotional. In
Teenage Runaways, you will discover valuable information about who these children are, why they
are running away, and what you can do to help. Specifically, you will read about: why teenagers say
they run away running away as “last resort behavior” what the experience of running away is like
hope and desire for reconciliation with parents and family running away as a dynamic emotional
experience for youths which reflects changes in their social bonds with peers, family, and adults in
the educational, legal, and medical systems “emotional capital” from a heavily regulated
authoritative environment Teenage Runaways provides you with a new understanding of teens in
trouble to assist you in providing services to this needy and vulnerable population. First-hand
accounts reveal the emotional motivations behind decisions to run away, such as 14 years-old Isabel
who gives a painful account of what severe physical and sexual abuse feels like to an adolescent
victim. Amy, also 14, tells her story of living with a mother who was extremely strict and betrayed
her.

social control theory sociology: Encyclopedia of Social Deviance Craig ]. Forsyth, Heith
Copes, 2014-01-21 Social deviance does not involve just criminal behavior—it’s any behavior that
violates a cultural norm, and that can involve something as minor as consistently and deliberately
wearing lively mismatched socks. Moreover, whether a crime, a sin, or simply unique taste, what’s
considered deviant at one time and place can change, as when extensive tattooing and body art
evolved from a sideshow carnival spectacle to a nearly universal rite of passage within U.S. culture.
Drawing contributions from across the social and behavioral sciences, including sociology,
anthropology, criminology, politics, psychology, and religion, the Encyclopedia of Social Deviance
introduces students to this lively field of rule-making and rebellion that strikes at the core of what it
means to be an individual living in a social world. Key Features: More than 300 articles are
organized A-to-Z in two volumes available in both electronic and print formats. Articles, authored by
key figures in the field, conclude with cross-reference links and further readings. Although



organized A-to-Z, a thematic “Reader’s Guide” groups related articles by broad areas (e.g.,
Concepts; Theories; Research Methodologies; Individual Deviance; Organizational Deviance; etc.) as
one handy search feature on the e-Reference platform, which also includes a comprehensive index of
search terms.
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