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**Exploring C.S. Lewis: The Allegory of Love and Its Enduring Impact**

cs lewis the allegory of love is a fascinating journey into medieval
literature and the complex interplay of romance, chivalry, and spiritual
ideals. This work, penned by the renowned British writer and scholar C.S.
Lewis, dives deep into the concept of love as portrayed through allegory in
medieval and Renaissance literature. Unlike his more popular fictional works
such as *The Chronicles of Narnia*, *The Allegory of Love* showcases Lewis’s
profound scholarly side, revealing his mastery of literary criticism and his
keen understanding of historical cultural expressions of love.

If you’re curious about how love was conceptualized in medieval times or want
to grasp the roots of romantic allegory, this exploration of C.S. Lewis’s
*The Allegory of Love* provides rich insights into these timeless themes.

What Is C.S. Lewis’s The Allegory of Love?

At its core, *The Allegory of Love* is a detailed literary study published in
1936, where Lewis examines the tradition of courtly love and its expression
through allegorical narratives in medieval literature. He traces how love was
not merely an emotional experience but a symbolic and often moralized
concept, intertwined with ideals of chivalry, virtue, and even spiritual
aspiration.

Lewis’s analysis covers various medieval poets and writers, such as Geoffrey
Chaucer and the troubadours, who contributed significantly to the romantic
allegory tradition. By dissecting their works, Lewis provides readers with a
clearer understanding of how love functioned both as a personal passion and
as a cultural motif.

The Concept of Courtly Love and Its Significance

One of the key themes in *The Allegory of Love* is the notion of courtly
love, a medieval European literary conception of love emphasizing nobility
and chivalry. Unlike modern romantic love, courtly love was often idealized
and ritualized, characterized by admiration from afar, unattainability, and
suffering for love’s sake.

Lewis explains that this form of love was an allegory for spiritual longing
and moral development. It was not just about human relationships but also
symbolized a quest for higher ideals, often linked to religious devotion.
Understanding this context helps modern readers appreciate the layered
meanings in medieval romances and poems.



The Role of Allegory in Understanding Love

Allegory, as a literary device, plays a central role in Lewis’s exploration.
It involves conveying abstract ideas through symbolic figures, actions, or
imagery. In the medieval tradition, love was frequently personified and
dramatized allegorically, allowing writers to explore complex emotional and
ethical questions.

Lewis reveals how allegorical love stories often featured characters like
“Love,” “Courtesy,” or “Beauty,” who represented different facets of the
human experience. These stories used symbolic interactions to explore the
nature of love, desire, and virtue, blending the earthly and the divine.

How Allegorical Love Differs from Literal Romance

This allegorical approach contrasts sharply with straightforward romantic
narratives. While modern romance tends to focus on the emotional and physical
aspects of relationships, medieval allegory elevates love to a philosophical
and often theological plane. For instance, the pain and trials experienced by
lovers in these tales serve as metaphors for spiritual purification or moral
testing.

Lewis’s work encourages readers to look beyond the surface of medieval love
stories and recognize the layered messages about human nature, morality, and
the quest for meaning.

Influence of The Allegory of Love on Literary
Studies

C.S. Lewis’s *The Allegory of Love* has had a lasting impact on both literary
scholarship and popular understanding of medieval literature. His accessible
yet scholarly approach opened up a complex subject to a broader audience,
making the nuances of romantic allegory understandable and relevant.

Many modern interpretations of medieval texts draw upon Lewis’s insights,
particularly his framing of courtly love as a multifaceted symbol rather than
just outdated romantic notions. His work has influenced how academics and
enthusiasts alike interpret the symbolic language of love in literature.

Insights for Modern Readers and Writers

For today’s readers and writers, *The Allegory of Love* offers valuable
lessons:



- **Appreciation of Symbolism:** Recognize how love can be portrayed
symbolically to convey deeper truths about human experience.
- **Understanding Historical Context:** Gain insight into how cultural
beliefs shape the expression of emotions and relationships.
- **Inspiration for Creative Writing:** Writers can draw on allegorical
traditions to enrich their own storytelling, adding layers of meaning that
resonate on multiple levels.

These takeaways help readers bridge the gap between medieval and contemporary
ideas about love, enriching both literary study and personal reflection.

Connection Between The Allegory of Love and
C.S. Lewis’s Other Works

While *The Allegory of Love* is a scholarly text, it shares thematic
connections with Lewis’s more famous fictional works. His interest in
allegory and symbolism carries through to *The Chronicles of Narnia* and
other writings, where themes of love, sacrifice, and moral growth are
central.

Understanding Lewis’s academic background in medieval literature provides
deeper appreciation for the allegorical layers in his fantasy novels. The way
he weaves moral and spiritual lessons into captivating stories reflects his
lifelong engagement with the allegorical tradition.

Lewis’s Personal Views on Love and Allegory

Lewis was not simply an academic dissecting old texts; he was a thinker
deeply interested in the nature of love itself. His Christian worldview
influenced his interpretation of allegory as a means to explore divine love
and human longing for transcendence.

In *The Allegory of Love*, he subtly bridges the gap between medieval
symbolic love and Christian theology, showing how allegory can reveal
universal truths about the human heart. This personal perspective enriches
the scholarly depth of the work.

Why Study C.S. Lewis The Allegory of Love
Today?

In an age dominated by instant gratification and often superficial
interpretations of romance, revisiting *The Allegory of Love* offers a
refreshing perspective. It challenges readers to think about love in more



profound and multifaceted ways, encouraging a balance between passion,
virtue, and spiritual aspiration.

Moreover, for students of literature, history, or philosophy, Lewis’s
examination provides a foundational understanding of how allegorical love
shaped Western cultural and literary traditions. It helps uncover the roots
of many modern romantic conventions and highlights the enduring power of
symbolic storytelling.

Whether you’re a scholar, a lover of literature, or simply curious about the
history of love, *The Allegory of Love* by C.S. Lewis remains a treasure
trove of insight and inspiration—showing us that love, in all its complexity,
has been a central theme across centuries of human creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Allegory of Love' by C.S. Lewis about?
'The Allegory of Love' by C.S. Lewis is a scholarly study exploring the
tradition and development of medieval and Renaissance allegorical love
literature, focusing on the concept of courtly love.

When was 'The Allegory of Love' published?
'The Allegory of Love' was first published in 1936.

How does C.S. Lewis define allegory in 'The Allegory
of Love'?
In 'The Allegory of Love,' Lewis defines allegory as a literary device in
which characters, events, or settings symbolize abstract ideas or moral
qualities, particularly in the context of love.

What are the main types of love discussed in 'The
Allegory of Love'?
Lewis discusses three main types of love in the book: Eros (romantic love),
Philia (friendship), and Agape (divine or unconditional love), focusing
mainly on Eros in medieval allegory.

How does 'The Allegory of Love' influence modern
understanding of medieval literature?
'The Allegory of Love' is influential in modern scholarship for its detailed
analysis of medieval romantic allegory, helping readers understand the
symbolism and cultural context of love in medieval literature.



Does C.S. Lewis discuss any specific medieval works
in 'The Allegory of Love'?
Yes, Lewis analyzes various medieval texts including works by authors like
Geoffrey Chaucer and the troubadours, examining how allegorical love is
portrayed.

What is the significance of courtly love in 'The
Allegory of Love'?
Courtly love is central to Lewis's study, representing an idealized and often
unattainable form of romantic love that shaped much of medieval literature's
allegorical tradition.

How does 'The Allegory of Love' relate to C.S.
Lewis's other works?
'The Allegory of Love' complements Lewis's other writings on literature and
theology by providing a scholarly foundation for his understanding of love,
morality, and allegory, themes also present in his fiction and essays.

Is 'The Allegory of Love' accessible to general
readers or mainly for scholars?
While 'The Allegory of Love' is a scholarly work with detailed literary
analysis, it is written in an engaging style that can be appreciated by
general readers interested in medieval literature and the history of ideas
about love.

What impact did 'The Allegory of Love' have on
literary criticism?
'The Allegory of Love' is considered a seminal work in literary criticism,
revitalizing interest in medieval literature and influencing the study of
allegory and the concept of love in literature.

Additional Resources
**Exploring CS Lewis The Allegory of Love: A Scholarly Review**

cs lewis the allegory of love stands as a pivotal work in the study of
medieval and Renaissance literature, revealing the intricate evolution of
romantic love as a literary and cultural motif. Originally published in 1936,
this seminal text by CS Lewis delves into the allegorical tradition of love,
examining how love was portrayed and understood in the literature of the
Middle Ages. The book has since become an essential reference for scholars



interested in the intersection of literature, philosophy, and cultural
history, providing a comprehensive exploration of the symbolism and thematic
complexity that define love’s allegorical representation.

CS Lewis, widely celebrated for his fiction and Christian apologetics,
demonstrates in *The Allegory of Love* a masterful command of literary
criticism, blending historical insight with nuanced interpretation. This
article undertakes an in-depth analysis of the book’s key themes,
methodologies, and its lasting impact on literary studies, while naturally
integrating relevant keywords such as "medieval allegory," "courtly love,"
and "romantic symbolism in literature."

The Genesis of Medieval Allegory in CS Lewis
The Allegory of Love

At its core, *The Allegory of Love* investigates the origins and evolution of
allegorical love in medieval literature. Lewis traces the roots of allegory
back to classical antiquity but emphasizes the unique transformation it
underwent during the Middle Ages. The book meticulously charts how medieval
poets and writers adapted allegorical frameworks to express the complexities
of romantic love, often intertwining moral, spiritual, and social dimensions.

One of Lewis’s critical contributions is his detailed examination of the
concept of *courtly love*, a dominant theme in medieval romance. He decodes
how courtly love, characterized by chivalric ideals and unattainable desire,
became a powerful allegorical device that authors used to explore not just
romantic passion but also virtue, honor, and personal growth. This contextual
backdrop enriches the understanding of how allegory functioned beyond mere
storytelling, serving as a cultural lens through which societies articulated
their values and anxieties about love.

Defining Features of Courtly Love and Allegorical
Representation

Lewis identifies several defining features that distinguish courtly love
allegories from other literary traditions:

Idealization of the beloved: The beloved is often depicted as an almost
divine figure, embodying purity and perfection, which elevates the
lover’s quest beyond mere physical desire.

Unattainability and longing: The lover’s yearning is frequently marked
by separation and suffering, reinforcing themes of sacrifice and
spiritual testing.



Symbolism and personification: Abstract qualities such as Courtesy,
Courtesy, or Shame are personified, turning the narrative into a moral
and ethical exploration.

Chivalric context: The allegory is embedded within the social codes of
knighthood and feudal loyalty, linking personal love with societal
order.

These elements collectively demonstrate how medieval allegory used romantic
love as a vehicle for exploring human virtues and existential questions.

CS Lewis’s Analytical Methodology and
Interpretive Framework

Lewis’s approach in *The Allegory of Love* is marked by rigorous scholarship
and a distinctive interpretive lens. He employs close textual analysis
combined with historical contextualization to unpack the layered meanings of
allegorical love. Importantly, Lewis resists simplistic readings,
acknowledging the paradoxes and ambiguities inherent in medieval texts.

His comparative analysis spans a broad corpus, including works by authors
such as Geoffrey Chaucer, Guillaume de Lorris, and Andreas Capellanus. By
juxtaposing these varied sources, Lewis illustrates the fluidity and
diversity of allegorical imagery in love literature. This comparative method
reveals how allegory adapted to different cultural milieus and literary
genres, from lyric poetry to prose romance.

Moreover, Lewis’s Christian worldview subtly informs his interpretation
without overwhelming the literary analysis. He highlights how medieval
allegories often bridged secular and religious conceptions of love, revealing
a synthesis of earthly passion and divine aspiration. This duality
underscores the enduring complexity of love as a subject of literary inquiry.

The Role of Symbolism and Personification in The
Allegory of Love

A central theme in Lewis’s study is the pervasive use of symbolism and
personification within medieval allegories. He argues that these techniques
were essential for conveying abstract concepts associated with love—such as
fidelity, jealousy, and shame—in a tangible, narrative form.

For example, in analyzing *Roman de la Rose*, Lewis illustrates how
characters like Justice and Shame function as allegorical figures that shape
the protagonist’s romantic journey. This intertwining of psychological and



moral dimensions with narrative plotlines exemplifies the sophisticated
artistry of medieval allegory.

Lewis’s insights into symbolism extend to the use of natural imagery and
metaphors, including flowers, seasons, and colors, which enrich the emotional
texture of love allegories and align them with broader cosmological and
philosophical ideas.

Comparative Influence and Legacy of The
Allegory of Love

Since its publication, *CS Lewis The Allegory of Love* has influenced
literary criticism, medieval studies, and cultural history in significant
ways. Its interdisciplinary approach paved the way for subsequent scholarship
that treats love allegory not only as a literary device but also as a
reflection of historical ethos.

In comparison to other critical works on medieval literature, Lewis’s text
stands out for its clarity and accessibility, making complex medieval
concepts approachable to both academic and general readers. The book’s
detailed exegesis of texts and themes continues to be cited in contemporary
research, affirming its status as a foundational study.

At the same time, some critics have pointed out limitations, such as Lewis’s
occasional reliance on Christian interpretive frameworks, which may overlook
secular or non-Christian perspectives on love allegory. Additionally, modern
feminist and queer readings have expanded the discourse around medieval love
allegory, challenging some of Lewis’s traditional assumptions.

Pros and Cons of Lewis’s Approach

Pros:1.

Comprehensive historical and literary analysis.

Clear articulation of complex allegorical structures.

Bridging of secular and religious interpretations.

Accessible prose for a broad readership.

Cons:2.



Potential bias towards Christian interpretive paradigms.

Limited engagement with marginalized perspectives in medieval
literature.

Focus primarily on Western European traditions, less attention to
other cultural contexts.

Despite these critiques, the book remains a crucial resource for
understanding the allegorical treatment of love in medieval literature.

CS Lewis The Allegory of Love in the Context of
Modern Literary Studies

In the broader landscape of literary studies, *The Allegory of Love*
exemplifies the enduring relevance of classical and medieval scholarship. Its
influence extends into contemporary explorations of narrative symbolism,
romantic tropes, and cultural mythology. Modern researchers continue to draw
on Lewis’s framework to interrogate how allegory shapes not only medieval
texts but also later literary traditions.

Moreover, the study invites reflection on how allegory functions in present-
day storytelling, from novels to cinema, illuminating the persistent human
fascination with love as an allegorical and symbolic experience.

In conclusion, CS Lewis’s *The Allegory of Love* remains a landmark work that
offers profound insights into the literary construction of love. It
challenges readers and scholars alike to reconsider the layers of meaning
embedded in romantic narratives and to appreciate the rich cultural heritage
that these allegories represent.
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sentiment called 'courtly love' and the allegorical method within which it developed in literature and
thought, from its first flowering in eleventh-century Languedoc through to its transformation and
gradual demise at the end of the sixteenth century. Lewis devotes particular attention to the major
poems The Romance of the Rose and The Faerie Queene, and to poets including Chaucer, Gower and
Thomas Usk.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Allegory of Love Clive Staples Lewis, 1975
  cs lewis the allegory of love: C. S. Lewis Harold Bloom, 2009 A collection of critical essays on
C.S. Lewis's work.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The allegory of love, by c.s. lewis C. S. Lewis, 1936
  cs lewis the allegory of love: New Medieval Literatures David Lawton, Rita Copeland,
Wendy Scase, 2003-12 New Medieval Literaturesis an annual containing the best new
interdisciplinary work in medieval textual studies. Volume 6 deals in depth with one of the most
important of medieval vernacular writers, Geoffrey Chaucer, his closest successor, Thomas
Hoccleve, and his most important precursor in England, Marie de France.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Allegory of Love C. S. Lewis, Glenn Langohr, 2013-09-14 The
Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition, by C.S. Lewis, is an influential exploration of the
allegorical treatment of love in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. A classic study of courtly love
that looks at Humility, Courtesy, Adultery, and the Religion of Love. Works by Chretien de Troyes,
Bernard Silvestris, Alain de Lille are explored, as are poems by Chaucer.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Allegory of Love Georges Alfred Bonnard, 1939
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Allegory of Love C. S. Lewis, 2022-12-06 The Allegory of
Love is a groundbreaking examination of a powerful and important mediaeval understanding of love.
From its first flowering in eleventh-century Languedoc to its metamorphosis and slow extinction at
the end of the sixteenth century, C. S. Lewis investigates the sentiment known as courtly love and
the allegorical technique within which it developed in literature and thinking. Lewis focuses on
famous poems such as The Romance of the Rose and The Faerie Queene, as well as poets such as
Chaucer, Gower, and Thomas Usk.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: Schrift-Spuren von Subjektivität Walburga Hülk, 2012-07-16 Die
Schrift-Spuren von Subjektivität führen zu der Frage nach dem Prozeß der Subjektivierung in
altfranzösischen Texten des 13. und 14. Jahrhunderts. Vom doppelten »Roman de la Rose« des
Guillaume de Lorris/Jean de Meun über die »Clef d'Amors« und den »Dit de la Panthère d'Amours«
bis zum »Livre du Voir-Dit« des Guillaume de Machaut wird ein Zeitraum umschrieben, der in den
Literaturgeschichten keine >EpocheIch
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Language of Allegory Maureen Quilligan, 1992 The
Language of Allegory examines a body of literature not often treated as a unified genre. Reading a
number of texts that are traditionally characterized as allegories and that cover a wide time span,
Maureen Quilligan identifies the distinctive generic elements they share. Originally published in
1979, this highly regarded work by a well-known feminist critic and theorist is now available in
paperback. --back book cover.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Allegory of Love, by C.s. Lewis a Study of Mediaeval
Tradition C. S. Lewis, 1961
  cs lewis the allegory of love: Theologie und Weisheit im alten Ägypten Jan Assmann, 2005
Hunderte von Hymnen auf Papyri, in Tempeln und vor allem Gräbern geben Einblick in die Arbeit
der ägyptischen Theologen am Gottesbegriff und die rasante, die ägyptische Welt von Grund auf
verändernde Entwicklung, die diese Arbeit in den Jahrhunderten von 1500 - 1100, mit der
monotheistischen Revolution des Echnaton um 1350 als ihrem Höhe- und Mittelpunkt, genommen
hat. Kaum weniger dramatisch und von dieser theologischen Entwicklung nicht zu trennen ist der
gleichzeitige Wandel des Menschenbildes in der weisheitlichen Tradition, der die Strömung einer
'Persönlichen Frömmigkeit' heraufführt und sich in den Jahrhunderten nach Echnaton allgemein
durchsetzt. Jan Assmanns neues Buch beleuchtet diese Wandlungen anhand detaillierter
Quellenanalysen.



  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Anonymous Text Simone Celine Marshall, 2010 One of the
most intriguing features of The Assembly of Ladies, an anonymous fifteenth-century Middle English
poem, is that it has remained in print in anthologies for over 500 years. Why would a poem about
courtly love remain so popular for so long? This book analyses the literary and historical publishing
evidence about The Assembly of Ladies, to show that the poem has remained in print not for its
literary merit, but because its anonymity has allowed it to be appropriated by editors for their own
particular social and political causes. The book draws together textual, contextual, and intertextual
evidence about all twenty editions of The Assembly of Ladies. By examining closely how and why a
single text is or has been included in canonical traditions over time, this study not only reveals the
material presence of the text in various traditions but also brings to the foreground the categories
scholars continue to use while defining or imagining those traditions.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Romance of the Rose Guillaume de Lorris, Jean de Meun,
2023-06-06 Many English-speaking readers of the Roman de la rose, the famous dream allegory of
the thirteenth century, have come to rely on Charles Dahlberg's elegant and precise translation of
the Old French text. His line-by-line rendering in contemporary English is available again, this time
in a third edition with an updated critical apparatus. Readers at all levels can continue to deepen
their understanding of this rich tale about the Lover and his quest--against the admonishments of
Reason and the obstacles set by Jealousy and Resistance--to pluck the fair Rose in the Enchanted
Garden. The original introduction by Dahlberg remains an excellent overview of the work, covering
such topics as the iconographic significance of the imagery and the use of irony in developing the
central theme of love. His new preface reviews selected scholarship through 1990, which examines,
for example, the sources and influences of the work, the two authors, the nature of the allegorical
narrative as a genre, the use of first person, and the poem's early reception. The new bibliographic
material incorporates that of the earlier editions. The sixty-four miniature illustrations from
thirteenth-and fifteenth-century manuscripts are retained, as are the notes keyed to the Langlois
edition, on which the translation is based.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Ends of Allegory Sayre N. Greenfield, 1998 This book
proposes that allegory is not a species of literature but a structure of reading applied to
uncomfortable juxtapositions within literary texts. Examples from centuries of response to English
Renaissance narrative poetry show not what poems mean but how they may be read and what
cultural conditions encourage allegorical or nonallegorical readings. The study also encompasses
interpretations of classical verse, biblical parable, Jacobean masque, modern lyric, and television
advertising to explore how texts move in and out of the category of allegory.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: Witches, Druids and King Arthur Ronald Hutton, 2006-09-15
In Stations of the Sun and The Triumph of the Moon Ronald Hutton established himself as a leading
authority on the historian of Paganism. His wealth of unusual knowledge, complemented by a deep
and sympathetic understanding of past and present beliefs that are often dismissed as strange or
marginal, and an ability to write lucidly and wittily, gives his work a unique flavour. The essays
which make up Witches, Druids and King Arthur cover elegantly and entertainingly a wide range of
beliefs, myths and practices.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: Lectures on Shakespeare W. H. Auden, 2019-10-08 From one
of the great modern writers, the acclaimed lectures in which he draws on a lifetime of experience to
take the measure of Shakespeare's plays and sonnets W. H. Auden, poet and critic, will conduct a
course on Shakespeare at the New School for Social Research beginning Wednesday. Mr. Auden . . .
proposes to read all Shakespeare's plays in chronological order. So the New York Times reported on
September 27, 1946, giving notice of a rare opportunity to hear one of the century's great poets
discuss at length one of the greatest writers of all time. Reconstructed by Arthur Kirsch, these
lectures offer remarkable insights into Shakespeare's plays and sonnets while also adding
immeasurably to our understanding of Auden.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: The Fellowship Philip Zaleski, Carol Zaleski, 2015-06-02 C. S.
Lewis is the 20th century's most widely read Christian writer and J.R.R. Tolkien its most beloved



mythmaker. For three decades, they and their closest associates formed a literary club known as the
Inklings, which met every week in Lewis's Oxford rooms and in nearby pubs. They discussed
literature, religion, and ideas; read aloud from works in progress; took philosophical rambles in
woods and fields; gave one another companionship and criticism; and, in the process, rewrote the
cultural history of modern times. In The Fellowship, Philip and Carol Zaleski offer the first complete
rendering of the Inklings' lives and works. The result is an extraordinary account of the ideas,
affections and vexations that drove the group's most significant members. C. S. Lewis accepts Jesus
Christ while riding in the sidecar of his brother's motorcycle, maps the medieval and Renaissance
mind, becomes a world-famous evangelist and moral satirist, and creates new forms of religiously
attuned fiction while wrestling with personal crises. J.R.R. Tolkien transmutes an invented
mythology into gripping story in The Lord of the Rings, while conducting groundbreaking Old
English scholarship and elucidating, for family and friends, the Catholic teachings at the heart of his
vision. Owen Barfield, a philosopher for whom language is the key to all mysteries, becomes Lewis's
favorite sparring partner, and, for a time, Saul Bellow's chosen guru. And Charles Williams, poet,
author of supernatural shockers, and strange acolyte of romantic love, turns his everyday life into a
mystical pageant. Romantics who scorned rebellion, fantasists who prized reality, wartime writers
who believed in hope, Christians with cosmic reach, the Inklings sought to revitalize literature and
faith in the twentieth century's darkest years-and did so in dazzling style.
  cs lewis the allegory of love: T.F. Powys: A Modern Allegorist Marius Buning, 2022-07-04
  cs lewis the allegory of love: Islam, Christianity and the Mystic Journey Ian Richard Netton,
2011-04-30 This distinctive comparison of Islamic and Christian mysticism focuses on the mystic
journey in the two faith traditions - the journey which every believer must make and which leads to
the Divine.The author clears away misconceptions and highlights similarities and differences in the
thought and lives of six key mystics: Al-Kalabadhi, Al-Daylami, Al-Qushayri, Julian of Norwich,
Thomas a Kempis and Teresa of Avila. He considers the ways of Perfection on the Mystic Path and
asks in what ways these authors have embarked on the mystic journey. He looks at the themes they
have in common, as well as their differences, and asks how they envisage the concept of 'union' with
the Deity.Readers will gain a broad understanding of the interdisciplinary and intertextual nature of
the subject, as well its the diverse intellectual and historical contexts.
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