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What Is the Purpose of Argumentative Writing?

What is the purpose of argumentative writing is a question that often arises among students, writers, and
anyone interested in effective communication. At its core, argumentative writing aims to persuade readers
by presenting a clear position on a topic supported by logical reasoning and evidence. But beyond mere
persuasion, argumentative writing serves several important functions that are essential in education,
professional environments, and everyday decision-making.

Understanding the true purpose of argumentative writing can transform how you approach essays, debates,
and discussions, making your communication more impactful and grounded.

Exploring the Core Purpose of Argumentative Writing

Argumentative writing is not just about winning a debate or proving someone wrong. Its fundamental
purpose is to develop critical thinking and promote informed decision-making. When you write
argumentatively, you are encouraged to analyze both sides of an issue, weigh evidence, and present your
viewpoint in a structured and coherent manner.

This form of writing is a powerful tool that helps readers and writers alike to:

- Clarify their own opinions
- Evaluate opposing perspectives
- Build strong, evidence-based arguments
- Influence others through reasoned discussion

By focusing on these elements, argumentative writing fosters a deeper understanding of complex topics
and encourages respectful discourse.

The Role of Persuasion in Argumentative Writing

Persuasion is often the most recognized purpose of argumentative writing. However, it is important to
distinguish persuasion from manipulation. Effective argumentative writing persuades by using credible
facts, logical reasoning, and respectful tone rather than emotional appeals or fallacies.

The goal is to convince the audience through clarity and substantiated claims. For example, a writer might
argue for renewable energy by presenting scientific studies, economic benefits, and environmental impacts,



rather than relying solely on emotional anecdotes. This method builds trust and credibility, making the
argument more convincing.

How Argumentative Writing Enhances Critical Thinking Skills

One of the less obvious but equally crucial purposes of argumentative writing is to nurture critical
thinking. When you engage in argumentative writing, you are tasked with researching, analyzing, and
synthesizing information from multiple sources. This process challenges you to question assumptions,
identify biases, and consider alternative viewpoints.

Writing an argumentative essay often involves:

1. Identifying a debatable issue
2. Researching both supporting and opposing evidence
3. Formulating a clear thesis statement
4. Structuring your points logically
5. Addressing counterarguments effectively

This rigorous approach sharpens analytical skills and teaches you how to construct well-reasoned
arguments, which are invaluable in academic pursuits and real-world problem-solving.

Argumentative Writing as a Tool for Civic Engagement

Beyond academics, argumentative writing plays a significant role in civic engagement and democracy.
Being able to articulate and defend your opinions on social, political, or ethical issues contributes to informed
citizenship. Whether you’re writing a letter to a local representative, participating in a community forum,
or publishing an opinion piece, argumentative writing equips you to influence public discourse
constructively.

It encourages active participation in societal debates and helps communities make decisions based on
reasoned arguments rather than misinformation or emotional reactions.

Effective Techniques to Achieve the Purpose of Argumentative
Writing

Knowing what argumentative writing aims to accomplish is just the beginning. To fulfill its purpose
effectively, writers should employ certain techniques that enhance clarity and persuasion.



Establishing a Clear Thesis

Your thesis statement is the backbone of your argumentative piece. It succinctly presents your main claim
and sets the direction for the entire essay. A strong thesis is specific, debatable, and reflects your position
clearly to the reader.

Using Credible Evidence

Facts, statistics, expert opinions, and real-life examples lend weight to your argument. Incorporating
reliable sources not only supports your claims but also builds authority and trustworthiness.

Addressing Counterarguments

Acknowledging and responding to opposing viewpoints demonstrates open-mindedness and strengthens
your position. It shows that you have considered alternative perspectives and have reasons for rejecting or
modifying them.

Maintaining Logical Flow and Coherence

Organizing your ideas logically ensures that readers can follow your argument without confusion. Use clear
topic sentences, transitions, and summaries to guide your audience through your reasoning.

Why Understanding the Purpose of Argumentative Writing
Matters

Grasping the purpose behind argumentative writing can elevate your writing skills and communication
effectiveness. It encourages you to move beyond superficial opinions and engage deeply with topics. This
understanding helps you become a more persuasive communicator, capable of influencing others
thoughtfully and respectfully.

Moreover, it prepares you for various real-life scenarios where presenting and defending ideas is
crucial—whether in academic settings, professional environments, or personal conversations.

The purpose of argumentative writing is multifaceted: it educates, persuades, challenges, and connects
people through reasoned dialogue. Recognizing this broad spectrum of goals can inspire you to use



argumentative writing as a means to not only express yourself but also to foster understanding and progress
in any discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of argumentative writing?
The main purpose of argumentative writing is to persuade the reader to accept a particular point of view
or take a specific action by presenting clear reasons and evidence.

How does argumentative writing differ from persuasive writing?
Argumentative writing focuses on presenting balanced evidence and logical reasoning to support a claim,
whereas persuasive writing appeals more to emotions and personal beliefs to convince the reader.

Why is evidence important in argumentative writing?
Evidence is important in argumentative writing because it supports the claims made, adds credibility, and
helps convince the reader through facts, statistics, and expert opinions.

What role does counterargument play in argumentative writing?
Counterarguments acknowledge opposing viewpoints, demonstrating that the writer has considered
multiple perspectives, which strengthens the overall argument by addressing and refuting objections.

How does argumentative writing benefit critical thinking skills?
Argumentative writing enhances critical thinking by requiring the writer to analyze different sides of an
issue, evaluate evidence, and construct coherent, logical arguments.

In what contexts is argumentative writing commonly used?
Argumentative writing is commonly used in academic essays, debates, opinion editorials, legal arguments,
and any context where convincing others through reasoned discussion is necessary.

What is the purpose of a thesis statement in argumentative writing?
The thesis statement clearly expresses the main claim or position of the writer and guides the direction of
the entire argumentative essay or piece.



Additional Resources
The Purpose of Argumentative Writing: An In-Depth Exploration

what is the purpose of argumentative writing is a question that often arises in educational, professional, and
creative contexts. At its core, argumentative writing aims to persuade readers to adopt a particular
viewpoint, supported by logical reasoning and credible evidence. Unlike other forms of expression, such as
descriptive or narrative writing, argumentative writing engages with opposing perspectives, challenging
assumptions and fostering critical thinking. Understanding the multifaceted purpose behind this style of
writing not only enhances communication skills but also cultivates analytical prowess essential in academic
and real-world scenarios.

The Fundamental Goal: Persuasion Through Reasoning

At the heart of argumentative writing lies persuasion. The primary objective is to convince the audience
that a specific claim or position holds merit. This is achieved by presenting a clear thesis statement, followed
by coherent arguments bolstered by facts, statistics, expert opinions, and logical deductions. The writer’s
role transcends mere opinion sharing; it demands a structured approach where each point systematically
supports the central argument.

In contrast to persuasive writing, which may rely heavily on emotional appeals, argumentative writing
prioritizes logic and evidence. This distinction underscores its purpose as a discipline that encourages
rational debate rather than emotional manipulation. Furthermore, by engaging with counterarguments,
argumentative writing exhibits intellectual honesty and strengthens the writer’s position.

Enhancing Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Understanding what is the purpose of argumentative writing also involves recognizing its educational
value. This writing style compels individuals to analyze complex issues from multiple perspectives. The
process of researching evidence, evaluating sources, and anticipating counterclaims nurtures a critical
mindset. Students and professionals alike benefit from honing these skills, which are transferable to
decision-making, problem-solving, and effective communication.

Academic institutions emphasize argumentative essays because they foster deeper comprehension. Instead
of passively absorbing information, learners actively interrogate topics, question biases, and develop
nuanced viewpoints. This active engagement not only improves writing proficiency but also prepares
individuals for real-world challenges where evaluating diverse opinions is crucial.



Establishing Credibility and Authority

Another significant purpose of argumentative writing is to establish the author’s credibility. By presenting
well-researched arguments and acknowledging opposing views, the writer demonstrates expertise and
fairness. This balance is essential in professional fields such as journalism, law, and policy-making, where
credibility is paramount.

Incorporating reliable sources and adhering to logical consistency signals to readers that the argument is
trustworthy. This credibility is vital when addressing contentious issues or controversial topics, as it
encourages open dialogue rather than polarization. Thus, argumentative writing serves as a tool for
responsible communication, fostering mutual understanding and respect among diverse audiences.

Driving Social Change and Advocacy

Beyond academic and professional contexts, argumentative writing plays a pivotal role in advocacy and
social reform. Writers use this form to highlight injustices, propose solutions, and mobilize public opinion.
The purpose here extends to influencing policies, shaping public discourse, and inspiring action.

Historical examples abound where argumentative essays and speeches have catalyzed movements. From
civil rights to environmental campaigns, the power of reasoned argumentation has been instrumental in
challenging the status quo. In this sense, argumentative writing is not just a method of persuasion but a
catalyst for societal progress.

Key Features That Define Argumentative Writing

To fully grasp what is the purpose of argumentative writing, it is helpful to identify its distinguishing
features:

Clear Thesis Statement: A concise claim or position that guides the entire essay.

Logical Structure: Organized paragraphs that each support the thesis with specific evidence.

Use of Evidence: Incorporation of data, quotes, facts, and examples to substantiate claims.

Counterarguments: Acknowledgment and refutation of opposing viewpoints to strengthen
credibility.

Persuasive Language: Tone and word choice aimed at convincing the reader without resorting to



fallacies.

These elements collectively ensure that argumentative writing fulfills its purpose of convincing readers
through reasoned discourse.

Comparing Argumentative Writing to Other Writing Styles

While closely related to persuasive writing, argumentative writing is distinct in its reliance on evidence
and balanced consideration of opposition. Narrative writing, by contrast, focuses on storytelling, and
descriptive writing aims to create vivid imagery. Understanding these differences clarifies why
argumentative writing is particularly suited for debates, academic essays, and policy analysis.

In professional environments, the ability to craft compelling arguments can differentiate effective
communicators from others. For instance, legal briefs, business proposals, and editorial articles all benefit
from argumentative techniques, underscoring the widespread applicability of this writing style.

The Challenges and Limitations of Argumentative Writing

Despite its strengths, argumentative writing is not without challenges. One potential pitfall is the
oversimplification of complex issues in an attempt to fit them into a binary framework. Real-world
problems often involve nuances that cannot be fully captured in a single argument.

Moreover, an overemphasis on winning an argument might lead to bias, selective use of evidence, or
logical fallacies. Writers must therefore strive for intellectual integrity, presenting balanced views and
recognizing the limits of their claims.

Finally, the effectiveness of argumentative writing depends heavily on the audience’s openness to
persuasion. In polarized environments, even the most well-crafted argument may face resistance,
highlighting the importance of audience analysis and adaptive communication strategies.

The exploration of what is the purpose of argumentative writing reveals its indispensable role in education,
communication, and societal discourse. By fostering critical thinking, enhancing credibility, and driving
change, this writing style remains a cornerstone of informed dialogue across diverse fields and contexts.
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  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Argumentative Writing in a Second Language
Alan R. Hirvela, Diane Belcher, 2021-12-13 Argumentative Writing in a Second Language is a
collection on teaching argumentative writing, offering multiple vantage points drawn from the
contributors' own teaching and research experiences. The value of learning how to compose
argumentative texts cannot be overstated, and yet, very little attention has been allocated to the
equally important topic of how argumentation is or can be taught in the L2 context. Thus, this
volume shifts attention to teachers and argumentative writing instruction, especially within
increasingly common multimodal and digital literacy settings. While doing so, it provides a
comprehensive, wide-ranging view of the L2 argumentative writing landscape within an instructional
lens. Part I of the volume is topic-oriented and focuses on explorations of important issues and
perspectives, while Part II features several chapters reporting classroom-based studies of a variety
of instructional approaches that expand our understanding of how argumentative writing can be
taught. The book will be of value to pre-service and in-service teachers in varying instructional
contexts, as well as teacher educators and L2 writing scholars/researchers.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Teaching and Learning Argumentative
Writing in High School English Language Arts Classrooms George E. Newell, David Bloome,
Alan Hirvela, 2015-06-05 Focused on the teaching and learning argumentative writing in grades
9-12, this important contribution to literacy education research and classroom practice offers a new
perspective, a set of principled practices, and case studies of excellent teaching. The case studies
illustrate teaching and learning argumentative writing as the construction of knowledge and new
understandings about experiences, ideas, and texts. Six themes key to teaching argumentative
writing as a thoughtful, multi‐leveled practice for deep learning and expression are presented:
teaching and learning argumentative writing as social practice, teachers’ epistemological beliefs
about argumentative writing, variations in instructional chains, instructional conversations in
support of argumentative writing as deep learning and appreciation of multiple perspectives,
contextualized analysis of argumentative writing, and the teaching and learning of argumentative
writing and the construction of rationalities.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: An Introduction to Advanced Academic
Argumentative Writing Approach for High School and Undergraduate Students Dr Julius
Nang Kum , An Introduction to the Advanced Academic Argumentative Writing Approach for High
School and Undergraduate Students This long-awaited textbook examines the knowledge-making
genre or the argumentative writing at the advanced stage. It provides students with an insightful
and a coherent picture of the academic argumentative essay which is a training tool for knowledge-
making for most convincing writings. The book is divided into six chapters. Chapter one highlights
some key pragmatic features which are very necessary for most successful students in the academic
world. Chapter two focuses on the writing skills and some advantages of being a good writer. The
remaining chapters identify the actual definition of an academic argumentative writing and also
highlight the components of the introduction section, the body section and the conclusion section of
the knowledge-constructing genre. The book would be appropriate as a training tool for the writing
skills of many advanced and undergraduate students. We hope that high school and undergraduate
students would find the book very interesting and vital for their advanced argumentative writings
and some related convincing writings in other fields.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: The Official ACT English Guide ACT,
2021-06-22 The ACT official subject guides are a step by step guide for outlining the preparation for
the ACT section tests. These prep guides provide students a concept-based outline for the subjects

https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-103/pdf?docid=mrv46-1505&title=worksheet-band-of-stability-answer-key.pdf
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-103/pdf?docid=mrv46-1505&title=worksheet-band-of-stability-answer-key.pdf


they plan to focus on. Each one of the official guides, is an efficient prep tool comprised of the most
current and relevant test information packed into one guide. In addition to the book, the entire pool
of questions are available online for a customizable learning experience. These guides will provide
the focused support needed by subject. For the earnest test taker, start with official section guides
to prepare for success! Use the ACT practice questions to check your performance on the official
items from ACT. All of the Official ACT Prep Guides, will provide you with the guidance you need to
succeed by telling you what you need to study, sharing details on how to prepare, and offering a ton
of realistic practice questions. Use the ACT practice questions to check your performance on the
official items from ACT. All of the Official ACT Prep Guides, will provide you with the guidance you
need to succeed by telling you what you need to study, sharing details on how to prepare, and
offering a ton of realistic practice questions. The ACT official subject guides are the best resource to
get detailed input and practice to help you in preparation for the ACT. By using this guide, students
can feel comfortable and confident that they are preparing to do their best! Features of the ACT®
Official English Guide: Covers basic and advance topics Offers strategies and shortcuts to save you
time Includes a glossary of grammar terminology 100's of official ACT English questions with
detailed solutions Includes writing section
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Creatively Teach the Common Core Literacy
Standards With Technology Catlin R. Tucker, 2015-05-27 Let technology pave the way to Common
Core success. Your transition to the Common Core just got easier! When you start getting creative
with technology, you’ll turn your classroom into a student-centered learning environment that
fosters collaboration, individualizes instruction, and cultivates essential technological literacy. This
book is your road map to student success—while meeting the Common Core ELA and literacy
standards. Features include: Specific recommendations for free apps and tech tools that support the
Common Core Step-by-step guidelines to breaking down a Common Core standard for your grade
and subject Teacher-tested, lesson ideas and teaching strategies Replicable resources, including
prewriting activities and writing templates Real-life examples You don’t need to be in a 1:1 school to
do amazing things with technology. With just a few devices, you can engage a whole class! Delve
into the Common Core ELA standards by having students experiment creatively with the tech tools
at hand for a more meaningful and resonant learning experience. The book contains a tremendous
collection of actionable ideas that can be seamlessly implemented to make a difference in all aspects
of the classroom. A must-own guide that will surely be a teacher′s go-to resource to help bring the
standards to life. Adam Bellow, Founder of eduTecher / eduClipper Plainview, New York Catlin
Tucker provides great ideas for student use of technology tools that cross the curriculum areas and
allow the students to showcase their mastery of content. Students will love how the traditional
classroom assessments are transformed! Kathy Schrock, Educational Technologist, Adjunct
Instructor Wilkes University, PA
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Aufgeschlossen Martina Esser, Michael
Spencer, Alan Wesson, 1999 This advanced German course is written to assist students in their
transition from GCSE to more independent work in their AS and first-year A-Level courses,
supported by introductory bridging units in the Lehrbuch. It provides skills activities, grammar,
practice activities, a study skills reference section with linked practice in each unit through
Lerntipps.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: How Students Write: A Linguistic
Analysis Laura Louise Aull, 2020-04-01 Broad generalizations about people today are a familiar
feature of first-year student writing. How Students Write brings a fresh perspective to this perennial
observation, using corpus linguistics techniques. This study analyzes sentence-level patterns in
student writing to develop an understanding of how students present evidence, draw connections
between ideas, relate to their readers, and, ultimately, learn to construct knowledge in their writing.
Drawing on both first-year and upper-level student writing, the book examines the discourse of
students at different points in their education. It also distinguishes between argumentative and
analytic essays to explore the way school genres and assignments shape students' choices. In



focusing on sentence-level features such as hedges (perhaps) and boosters (definitely), this study
shows how such rhetorical choices work together to open or close opportunities for thoughtful
exchanges of ideas. Attention to these features can help instructors foster civil discourse, design
effective assignments, and expose and question norms of higher education.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Best Practices in Writing Instruction,
Third Edition Steve Graham, Charles A. MacArthur, Michael A. Hebert, Michael Hebert,
2018-12-27 Well established as a definitive text--and now revised and updated with eight new
chapters--this book translates cutting-edge research into effective guidelines for teaching writing in
grades K–12. Illustrated with vivid classroom examples, the book identifies the components of a
complete, high-quality writing program. Leading experts provide strategies for teaching narrative
and argumentative writing; using digital tools; helping students improve specific skills, from
handwriting and spelling to sentence construction; teaching evaluation and revision; connecting
reading and writing instruction; teaching vulnerable populations; using assessment to inform
instruction; and more. New to This Edition *Chapters on new topics: setting up the writing
classroom and writing from informational source material. *New chapters on core topics: narrative
writing, handwriting and spelling, planning, assessment, special-needs learners, and English
learners. *Increased attention to reading–writing connections and using digital tools. *Incorporates
the latest research and instructional procedures. See also Handbook of Writing Research, Second
Edition, edited by Charles A. MacArthur, Steve Graham, and Jill Fitzgerald, which provides a
comprehensive overview of writing research that informs good practice.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: The Genre of Argument Irene L. Clark,
1998 The Genre of Argument is a rhetoric that defines the distinguishing characteristics of the
argument paper, which students can understand easily once they are aware of its context and
purpose. By looking at argument as a genre, students gain insight into how purpose influences many
features of successful argumentative writin. Students are led to find the problem within a topic and
develop a position or thesis in response to that situation. The overt consideration of genre will help
students to apply generic conventions in a multiplicity of contexts.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Vocabulary for the Common Core Robert
J. Marzano, Julia A. Simms, 2011-02-07 The Common Core State Standards present unique demands
on students’ ability to learn vocabulary and teachers’ ability to teach it. The authors address these
challenges in this resource. Work toward the creation of a successful vocabulary program, guided by
both academic and content-area terms taken directly from the mathematics and English language
arts standards.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: ICLLT 2019 Maizatulliza Muhammad, Robbie
Lee Sabnani , Rangga Asmara, Widya Ratna Kusumaningrum , Atsani Wulansari , Gilang Fadhilia
Arvianti, Winda Candra Hantari , Arum Nisma Wulanjani, 2020-02-18 The 1st International
Conference on Language and Language Teaching (ICLLT 2019) is a bi-annual international
conference hosted by the Faculty of Education and Teacher Training Universitas Tidar. The 1st
ICLLT 2019 brings a central issue on New Directions of Language and Language Teaching in Facing
Industrial Revolution Era 4.0. The conference serves researchers, academics, and practitioners to
present the research findings, share thoughts, and experiences to improve the quality of language
teaching in Indonesia. The conference invited four keynotes speakers: Hywel Coleman (University of
Leeds, United Kingdom), Dr. Maizatulliza Muhammad (Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris, Malaysia),
Dr. Robbie Lee Sabnani (National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore), and Dr. Dwi Winarsih (Universitas Tidar, Indonesia). This year's conference invited
presenters with 56 articles were selected to be published. It was also a great pleasure to work with
the presenters for presenting excellent papers, the committee for the hard work in organizing the
conference, and all parties who have been contributing to the conference and the publication of the
proceedings. We also expect that the future ICLLT will be a successful event, as indicated by the
increasing contributions presented in this volume.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Teaching English: Text Production -



Klasse 7-8 Frauke Markmann, 2020-11-29 Auch in der Mittelstufe gute englische Texte schreiben
lassen und sicher beurteilen! Das freie Schreiben nimmt im Englischunterricht zu Recht einen
immer größeren Stellenwert ein. Mit kreativen und vielfältigen Schreibaufgaben werden Schüler
ermuntert, sich auf Englisch auszudrücken. Schließlich motivieren selbst geschriebene Geschichten,
Zeitungsartikel oder Gedichte die Schüler dazu, sich in der Fremdsprache auszudrücken und somit
wichtige sprachliche Kompetenzen zu schulen. In diesem Heft finden Sie abwechslungsreiche
Schreibaufgaben: Die Schüler lernen u.a., worauf man bei der Verwendung der direkten Rede
achten muss, wie man Konjunktionen nutzt, um Sätze geschickt zu verbinden und wie man einen
argumentativen Text schreibt.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: English for Academic Purposes in the EMI
Context in Asia Bin Zou, Trevor Mahy, 2024-09-11 This edited book focuses on English for Academic
Purposes (EAP) within the English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) context in Asia, with a specific
emphasis on the impact of EAP at Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU) in China. Celebrating
over 15 years of EAP provision at the university, the authors showcase research and best practices
in EAP across various academic disciplines and address the growing need for tailored EAP teaching
resources in the EMI environment. The volume presents evidence of XJTLU’s dedication to
pedagogical innovations and to the professional development of its teaching staff, and includes
studies of EAP pedagogies at undergraduate, taught Master’s, and doctoral levels, with diverse
instructional and innovative foci. This book will be of interest to teachers, researchers, postgraduate
students, and university policy makers, as well as anyone with a background in English for Academic
Purposes (EAP) or English as a foreign language (EFL) teaching.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Reading Argumentative Texts James E.
Scheuermann, 2021-10-31 This book is an introduction to acquiring and mastering tools you can use
to better understand the meaning of nonfiction, argumentative texts. These texts include editorials
in newspapers, magazines, and internet websites; articles, essays, and books in various academic
fields (history, philosophy, political science, psychology, sociology); and printed speeches, sermons,
and lectures.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Handbook of Writing Research, Second
Edition Charles A. MacArthur, Steve Graham, Jill Fitzgerald, 2016-10-31 The definitive reference in
the field, this volume synthesizes current knowledge on writing development and instruction at all
grade levels. Prominent scholars examine numerous facets of writing from sociocultural, cognitive,
linguistic, neuroscience, and new literacy/technological perspectives. The volume reviews the
evidence base for widely used instructional approaches, including those targeting particular
components of writing. Issues in teaching specific populations--including students with disabilities
and English learners--are addressed. Innovative research methods and analytic tools are clearly
explained, and key directions for future investigation identified. New to This Edition *Chapters on
genre instruction, evaluation and revision, argumentative writing, computer-based instruction, and
professional development. *Chapters on new literacies, out-of-school writing, translation, and
self-regulation. *Many new topics and authors, including more international perspectives. *Multiple
chapters connect research findings to the Common Core writing standards. See also the editors'
Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Second Edition, an accessible course text and practitioner's
guide.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Advances in Corpus-based Research on
Academic Writing Ute Römer, Viviana Cortes, Eric Friginal, 2020-02-15 This volume showcases
some of the latest research on academic writing by leading and up-and-coming corpus linguists. The
studies included in the volume are based on a wide range of corpora spanning first and second
language academic writing at different levels of writing expertise, containing texts from a variety of
academic disciplines (and sub-disciplines) and of different academic registers. Particularly novel
aspects of the collection are the inclusion of research that combines rhetorical moves with
multi-dimensional analysis, studies that cover both fixed and variable phraseological items (lexical
bundles, phrase-frames, constructions), and work that is based on corpora of English as an academic



lingua franca. Going beyond merely summarizing their findings, the authors also discuss what their
research means for academic writing practice and pedagogical settings. The volume will be of
interest to researchers, students, and teachers who would like to expand their knowledge of how
academic writing functions and what it looks like in a variety of contexts.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: A Course in Argumentative Writing Gertrude
Buck, 1899
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Variation in University Student Writing
Larissa Goulart, 2024-08-15 This book provides a comprehensive description of the situational and
linguistic characteristics of undergraduate student writing, considering both assignment type and
discipline. Drawing on a corpus of more than 900 undergraduate student assignments from four
disciplinary groups (Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Life Sciences), the
book combines corpus-based analyses of linguistic features with analyses of communicative purposes
and text characteristics. Variation in University Writing takes a new approach to register variation
by grouping assignments by their communicative purpose (to argue, to explain, to compare, to
describe, to narrate a personal event, to give a procedural recount, to give personal advice, and to
propose), rather than register categories. A multidimensional analysis provides a detailed
description of the linguistic patterns of undergraduate writing. The findings presented in this book
will be of interest to teachers of writing, instructors of English for Academic Purposes (EAP), and
researchers of university writing.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Student and Teacher Writing
Motivational Beliefs Steve Graham, Gary A. Troia, Gustaf Bernhard Uno Skar, 2024-06-21 The
study of students’ motivational beliefs about writing and how such beliefs influence writing has
increased since the publication of John Hays’ 1996 model of writing. This model emphasized that
writers’ motivational beliefs influence how and what they write. Likewise, increased attention has
been devoted in recent years to how teachers’ motivational beliefs about writing, especially their
efficacy to teach writing, impact how writing is taught and how students’ progress as writers. As a
result, there is a need to bring together, in a Research Topic, studies that examine the role and
influence of writing beliefs. Historically, the psychological study of writing has focused on what
students’ write or the processes they apply when writing. Equally important, but investigated less
often, are studies examining how writing is taught and how teachers’ efforts contribute to students’
writing. What has been less prominent in the psychological study of writing are the underlying
motivational beliefs that drive (or inhibit) students’ writing or serve as catalysts for teachers’ actions
in the classroom when teaching writing. This Research Topic will bring together studies that
examine both students’ and teachers’ motivational beliefs about teaching writing. This will include
studies examining the operation of such beliefs, how they develop, cognitive and affective correlates,
how writing motivational beliefs can be fostered, and how they are related to students’ writing
achievement. By focusing on both students’ and teachers’ beliefs, the Research Topic will provide a
more nuanced and broader picture of the role of motivation beliefs in writing and writing
instruction. This Research Topic includes papers that address students’ motivational beliefs about
writing, teachers’ motivational beliefs about writing or teaching writing. Students’ motivational
beliefs about writing include: • beliefs about the value and utility of writing, • writing competence, •
attitudes toward writing, • goal orientation, • motives for writing, • identity, • epistemological
underpinnings writing, • and attributions for success/failure (as examples). Teacher motivational
include these same judgements as well as beliefs about their preparation and their students’
competence and progress as writers (to provide additional examples). This Research Topic is
interested in papers that examine how such beliefs operate, develop, are related to other cognitive
and affective variables, how they are impacted by instruction, and how they are related to students’
writing performance. Submitted studies can include original research (both quantitative, qualitative,
or mixed-methods), meta-analysis, and reviews of the literature.
  what is the purpose of argumentative writing: Coherence in Spoken and Written Discourse
Wolfram Bublitz, Uta Lenk, Eija Ventola, 1999-06-15 Until very recently, coherence (unlike cohesion)



was widely held to be a ‘rather mystical notion’. However, taking account of new trends
representing a considerable shift in orientation, this volume aims at helping relieve coherence of its
mystifying aura. The general bibliography which concludes the book bears witness to this intriguing
development and the rapidly changing scene in coherence research. Preceding this comprehensive
up-to-date Bibliography on Coherence are 13 selected papers from the 1997 International Workshop
on Coherence at the University of Augsburg, Germany. They share a number of theoretical and
methodoligical assumptions and reflect a trend in text and discourse analysis to move away from
reducing coherence to a product of (formally represented) cohesion and/or (semantically
established) connectivity. Instead, they start from a user- and context-oriented interpretive
understanding and rely on authentic data throughout in relating micro-linguistic to macro-linguistic
issues. The first group of papers looks at the (re-)creation of coherence in, inter alia, reported
speech, casual conversation, argumentative writing, news reports and conference contributions. The
second group describes the negotation of coherence in oral examinations, text summaries and other
situations that require special efforts on the part of the recipient to overcome misunderstandings
and other disturbances. The third group discusses theoretical approaches to the description of
coherence.
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