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Criticism of The Scarlet Letter: Exploring the Layers of Hawthorne’s Classic

criticism of the scarlet letter has been a staple in literary discussions almost since Nathaniel
Hawthorne first published his novel in 1850. As one of the most studied works in American literature,
The Scarlet Letter invites a myriad of interpretations, debates, and critiques that delve into its
themes, characters, and moral underpinnings. Whether you’re a student grappling with Hawthorne’s
dense symbolism or a literature enthusiast curious about the novel’s controversial reception,
understanding the varied criticism of The Scarlet Letter can enrich your appreciation of this timeless
work.

Historical Context and Its Influence on Criticism

Before diving into the layers of criticism, it’s essential to recognize the historical backdrop against
which The Scarlet Letter was written and set. Hawthorne’s story unfolds in the rigid Puritan society of
17th-century New England, a world governed by strict moral codes and harsh penalties for
transgressions. This setting plays a pivotal role in shaping the narrative and is often a focal point in
critical discussions.

Many critics have examined how Hawthorne’s portrayal of Puritanism challenges the inflexibility and
severity of that society. Some argue that the novel serves as a subtle indictment of the dangers of
moral absolutism and social ostracism. Others see it as a more complex exploration that neither fully
condemns nor endorses Puritan values but rather highlights the human cost of strict social judgment.

Criticism of Moral and Religious Themes

One of the most frequently discussed aspects in criticism of The Scarlet Letter is its treatment of sin,
guilt, and redemption. Hawthorne’s nuanced approach to these themes has sparked debate over the
novel’s moral stance.

- **Ambiguity of Sin:** Rather than depicting sin as a black-and-white concept, Hawthorne presents it
as a multifaceted experience. Hester Prynne’s adultery, symbolized by the scarlet letter ‘A,’ is not just
a transgression but also a catalyst for personal growth and social critique. Critics often explore how
Hawthorne complicates traditional Christian ideas by showing that sin can lead to self-awareness and
empathy.

- **The Role of Guilt:** Arthur Dimmesdale’s internal struggle with hidden sin contrasts with Hester’s
public punishment, raising questions about the nature of guilt and confession. Literary scholars have
debated whether Hawthorne favors public accountability or private remorse, with some suggesting
that the novel critiques both extremes.

- **Redemption and Forgiveness:** The novel’s ambiguous ending has invited discussions about the
possibility and limits of redemption. Does Hawthorne offer hope for forgiveness, or does he emphasize
the permanence of social stigma? This ambiguity continues to fuel scholarly debate.



Characterization and Gender Dynamics in Critical
Discourse

Another rich vein for criticism of The Scarlet Letter lies in its complex characters, particularly Hester
Prynne and her role as a woman in a patriarchal society.

Hester Prynne as a Feminist Icon or a Tragic Figure?

Hester’s character has been interpreted in vastly different ways over the years, reflecting changing
societal attitudes toward gender and morality.

- **Feminist Readings:** Many modern critics praise Hester as a proto-feminist figure who challenges
the constraints imposed on women. Her resilience, independence, and refusal to name her lover make
her a symbol of female agency in a male-dominated world. Feminist criticism often highlights how
Hester’s punishment is disproportionately harsh, exposing the gender biases inherent in Puritan
society.

- **Victimhood and Tragedy:** Conversely, some scholars argue that Hester’s story is one of
victimization and social marginalization. Her scarlet letter is not just a mark of sin but a symbol of
societal control over women’s bodies and choices. This perspective emphasizes the tragic
consequences of rigid moral codes rather than celebrating Hester’s strength.

Dimmesdale and Chillingworth: Exploring Masculinity and
Power

The male characters in The Scarlet Letter provide fertile ground for examining themes of masculinity,
power, and hypocrisy.

- **Dimmesdale’s Hypocrisy:** As a minister who conceals his sin, Dimmesdale embodies the conflict
between public image and private guilt. Critics often view him as a critique of religious authority and
the dangers of repression.

- **Chillingworth’s Revenge:** Roger Chillingworth’s transformation into a figure of vengeance raises
questions about the destructive nature of obsession and the corrupting influence of power.

These character studies reveal how Hawthorne uses gender and power dynamics to critique societal
norms.

Symbolism and Literary Style: Points of Praise and
Critique

The Scarlet Letter is renowned for its rich symbolism and poetic prose, yet these elements have also



been points of contention among critics.

Symbolism: Depth or Overload?

Hawthorne’s use of symbols—the scarlet letter itself, the forest, Pearl, and light and darkness
motifs—is central to the novel’s meaning. However, some critics argue that the symbolism can be
overly dense or didactic, potentially alienating readers.

On the other hand, many literary scholars commend Hawthorne’s symbolic complexity for inviting
multiple interpretations and engaging readers in active meaning-making. The scarlet letter ‘A’ evolves
throughout the novel, shifting from “Adultery” to “Able” and beyond, showcasing Hawthorne’s skill in
using symbols to reflect character development and thematic depth.

Writing Style: Atmospheric and Poetic, but Sometimes
Obscure

Hawthorne’s prose style, characterized by its atmospheric descriptions and reflective tone, has been
both praised and criticized. Some readers find the novel’s language beautifully poetic, enhancing its
emotional resonance and historical setting. Others find the style dense, with long, elaborate
sentences and archaic diction that can slow the narrative pace.

Understanding this aspect of criticism of The Scarlet Letter helps readers appreciate the balance
Hawthorne strikes between literary artistry and storytelling.

Controversies and Cultural Criticism

Over the decades, The Scarlet Letter has not only been analyzed through traditional literary lenses
but also through cultural and ideological critiques.

Race, Class, and Social Hierarchy

Though primarily focused on Puritan New England, some critics have examined the novel’s
treatment—or lack thereof—of race and class issues. The absence of significant racial diversity in the
narrative reflects the historical setting but also invites critique about whose stories are told and
whose are marginalized.

Additionally, discussions about class highlight how social status influences the characters’
experiences of sin and punishment. Hester’s position as a woman of lower status contrasts with the
clergy’s elevated rank, underscoring inequalities that intersect with moral judgment.



Modern Adaptations and Their Impact on Criticism

Film, theater, and other adaptations of The Scarlet Letter have played a role in shaping contemporary
criticism. These retellings often emphasize different themes—such as romance, feminism, or
psychological drama—thus influencing how audiences interpret the original text.

Criticism of The Scarlet Letter today often includes reflections on how these adaptations either
illuminate or dilute Hawthorne’s intentions, demonstrating the novel’s enduring relevance and the
fluidity of its interpretation.

Tips for Engaging with Criticism of The Scarlet Letter

For readers and students eager to explore the criticism of The Scarlet Letter more deeply, here are
some helpful approaches:

Consider multiple perspectives: Engage with feminist, historical, psychoanalytic, and
cultural critiques to gain a well-rounded understanding.

Pay attention to symbolism: Reflect on how Hawthorne’s symbols shift meaning over the
course of the novel.

Contextualize the Puritan setting: Understanding the historical and religious context
enriches your interpretation of characters and themes.

Explore character motivations: Analyze the internal conflicts and social pressures that
shape each character’s choices and development.

Compare with adaptations: Watching film or theatrical versions can offer new insights and
spark discussions about the novel’s themes.

Immersing yourself in the criticism of The Scarlet Letter reveals not just the depth of Hawthorne’s
novel but also the evolving ways readers connect with literature across time and culture. This ongoing
dialogue keeps the scarlet letter alive in the literary imagination, inviting each new generation to
interpret its meaning afresh.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common criticisms of Nathaniel Hawthorne's
portrayal of Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter?
Critics often argue that Hester Prynne is portrayed as an overly idealized and somewhat unrealistic
character, embodying a near-perfect resilience and moral strength that may not accurately reflect the
complexities of a woman in her historical context.



How do critics view the theme of sin and redemption in The
Scarlet Letter?
Some critics believe that the novel simplifies the concepts of sin and redemption by focusing
predominantly on public punishment and personal guilt, while neglecting broader social and
psychological dimensions of these themes.

Why has The Scarlet Letter been criticized for its depiction of
Puritan society?
The novel has been criticized for its somewhat one-dimensional and negative portrayal of Puritan
society, emphasizing its rigidity and hypocrisy without fully exploring the complexities and nuances of
the historical context.

What criticisms exist regarding the symbolism used in The
Scarlet Letter?
While many praise the symbolism, some critics argue that Hawthorne’s use of symbols like the scarlet
letter 'A' can be overly obvious or heavy-handed, reducing the subtlety of the narrative.

How do feminist critics respond to The Scarlet Letter?
Feminist critics have praised the novel for its strong female protagonist but also criticize it for
reinforcing certain patriarchal values, such as the emphasis on female chastity and the idea that
Hester’s identity is largely defined by her sin.

What are some critiques of The Scarlet Letter’s narrative
style?
Some readers find Hawthorne’s narrative style in The Scarlet Letter to be overly moralistic and
didactic, with a slow pace and dense prose that can detract from the emotional impact of the story.

How do modern critics view the depiction of Pearl in The
Scarlet Letter?
Modern critics often see Pearl as a symbol of both innocence and wildness, but some argue that her
characterization lacks depth and that she functions more as a symbolic device than a fully realized
character.

Has The Scarlet Letter faced criticism regarding its relevance
to contemporary readers?
Yes, some critics argue that the novel’s focus on 17th-century Puritanism and its moral framework
can feel outdated or less relatable to modern audiences, challenging its continued relevance today.



Additional Resources
The Complex Legacy: Criticism of The Scarlet Letter

criticism of the scarlet letter has persisted since Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1850 novel first
captivated readers with its exploration of sin, guilt, and societal judgment. As one of the most studied
works in American literature, The Scarlet Letter has inspired both praise for its thematic depth and
scrutiny for its narrative choices and underlying messages. This article delves into the multifaceted
nature of the criticism directed at Hawthorne’s classic, examining the novel’s portrayal of morality,
gender dynamics, symbolism, and its reception across different eras.

Historical and Literary Context of The Scarlet Letter

To understand the criticism of The Scarlet Letter, it is crucial to consider its historical and literary
context. Written during the Romantic period, the novel reflects the tensions between individualism
and Puritan orthodoxy. Hawthorne’s own ancestral ties to Puritanism add a layer of complexity to his
narrative, imbuing the novel with both critical distance and intimate insight. However, some critics
argue that Hawthorne’s perspective is limited by his 19th-century worldview, affecting his portrayal of
characters and social themes.

Critique of Moral Ambiguity and Religious Hypocrisy

A central theme in the novel is the exploration of sin and punishment within a rigid moral framework.
Hawthorne’s depiction of Hester Prynne’s public shaming and internal resilience invites readers to
question the harshness of Puritanical judgment. Nonetheless, criticism of The Scarlet Letter often
highlights the novel’s ambiguous moral stance.

Some scholars suggest that Hawthorne’s treatment of sin lacks clear ethical resolution, leaving
readers uncertain about the author’s own values. The character of Arthur Dimmesdale, for instance,
embodies this ambiguity. While he is portrayed sympathetically, his hidden guilt and ultimate demise
raise questions about the consequences of hypocrisy and silence. Critics argue that this moral
complexity can at times blur the novel’s message, potentially diluting its impact.

Gender Roles and Feminist Perspectives

The Scarlet Letter’s portrayal of women has been a focal point in its critical analysis, especially from
feminist scholars. Hester Prynne is often celebrated as a proto-feminist figure who defies societal
constraints through strength and independence. However, criticism of The Scarlet Letter also points to
problematic aspects of gender representation.

Some feminist critiques argue that despite Hester’s empowerment, the novel ultimately confines her
within the archetype of the “fallen woman,” defined primarily by her sexual transgression.
Additionally, Pearl, Hester’s daughter, is portrayed both as a symbol of sin and innocence,
complicating interpretations of motherhood and female agency. The limited development of other
female characters and the focus on male authority figures like Dimmesdale and Chillingworth further



reflect the gender dynamics of Hawthorne’s time, which may not fully align with contemporary
feminist ideals.

Symbolism and Narrative Structure Under Scrutiny

Hawthorne’s use of symbolism is one of the most celebrated features of The Scarlet Letter, yet it has
also attracted criticism for its density and potential obscurity. The scarlet letter “A” itself operates on
multiple symbolic levels—adultery, able, angel—making it a powerful but sometimes ambiguous
motif.

Complexity vs. Accessibility

Some literary critics contend that the rich symbolism, while intellectually stimulating, can hinder
accessibility for general readers. The novel’s heavy reliance on allegory and metaphor demands a
certain level of interpretative effort, which may alienate those less familiar with Puritan history or
19th-century literary conventions. This has implications for The Scarlet Letter’s place in educational
curricula, where debates continue about its suitability and the best approaches to teaching the
novel’s layered meanings.

Narrative Pacing and Character Development

Another element subject to criticism is the novel’s pacing and character arcs. While the story’s
psychological depth and moral conflicts are often praised, some readers find the narrative slow and
weighed down by extensive descriptive passages. Critics also point to the underdevelopment of
characters like Roger Chillingworth, whose transformation into a vengeful figure sometimes seems
exaggerated or symbolic at the expense of realism.

Reception and Cultural Impact Over Time

The criticism of The Scarlet Letter has evolved alongside changing social attitudes and literary trends.
Initially, the novel was lauded for its bold treatment of taboo subjects and intricate prose. However, as
literary theory and cultural studies have progressed, new dimensions of critique have emerged.

Modern Interpretations and Critiques

In the 20th and 21st centuries, The Scarlet Letter has been revisited through lenses such as
postcolonialism, psychoanalysis, and queer theory. These perspectives have enriched the discourse
but also introduced fresh criticism. For example, some postcolonial critics highlight the absence of
Native American voices and the novel's focus on a Eurocentric Puritan worldview, pointing to a lack of
diversity and inclusivity.



Similarly, psychoanalytic readings emphasize the repressed desires and subconscious motivations of
characters, sometimes revealing problematic portrayals of mental health and gendered behavior.
Queer theory critiques question heteronormative assumptions and the marginalization of non-
conforming identities within the novel’s social framework.

Comparative Criticism: The Scarlet Letter and Contemporary
Works

Comparing The Scarlet Letter to other works of its era and beyond provides additional insight into its
strengths and weaknesses. For instance, while Hawthorne’s novel tackles themes of sin and
redemption, contemporaries like Herman Melville and Edgar Allan Poe explored human psychology
and social alienation with different narrative techniques.

Moreover, modern novels that address similar themes—such as Toni Morrison’s Beloved or Margaret
Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale—offer contrasting approaches to female agency and societal critique.
These comparisons highlight how The Scarlet Letter’s themes remain relevant but also reveal its
limitations in addressing intersectional identities and broader social issues.

Summary of Key Criticisms

Moral ambiguity: The novel’s unclear ethical stance can confuse readers and complicate its
message.

Gender representation: While Hester is a strong female protagonist, the novel still operates
within 19th-century patriarchal norms.

Symbolism complexity: Rich symbolic content may hinder accessibility for some readers.

Narrative pacing: Slow pacing and uneven character development impact reader
engagement.

Limited cultural perspective: Absence of diverse voices and perspectives reduces inclusivity.

The enduring criticism of The Scarlet Letter underscores the novel’s complexity and the ways in which
literature interacts with evolving cultural values. While Nathaniel Hawthorne’s work remains a
cornerstone of American literary canon, ongoing critical dialogue ensures that readers continue to
engage with its multifaceted themes and question its legacy in contemporary contexts.
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  criticism of the scarlet letter: New Essays on 'The Scarlet Letter' Michael J. Colacurcio,
1985-10-31 These interpretative essays explore different topics and issues in the context of history
and culture.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Modern Criticism Walter E. Sutton, 1963
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Critical Essays on Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter David B.
Kesterson, 1988 Contains a collection of reviews and critical essays on The scarlet letter.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter and Other Writings (Second International
Student Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2017-02 This perennially popular
Norton Critical Edition has been revised to reflect the most current scholarly approaches to The
Scarlet Letter—Hawthorne’s most widely read novel—as well as to the five short prose works—“Mrs.
Hutchinson,” “Endicott and the Red Cross,” “Young Goodman Brown,” “The Minister’s Black Veil,”
and “The Birth-mark”—that closely relate to the 1850 novel. This Second Norton Critical Edition also
includes: · Revised and expanded explanatory footnotes, a new preface, and a note on the text by
Leland S. Person. · Key passages from Hawthorne’s notebooks and letters that suggest the close
relationship between his private and public writings · Seven new critical essays by Brook Thomas,
Michael Ryan, Thomas R. Mitchell, Jay Grossman, Jamie Barlowe, John Ronan, and John F. Birk. · A
Chronology and revised and expanded Selected Bibliography.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Threads of The Scarlet Letter Richard Kopley, 2003 The
Threads of The Scarlet Letter offers new discoveries regarding the origins of Hawthorne's
masterpiece, as well as critical interpretations based on these discoveries. Relying on a blend of
close reading, biographical analysis, and archival research, this book demonstrates anew the power
of traditional scholarship. The Threads of The Scarlet Letter illuminates Hawthorne's transformation
of Poe's celebrated tale The Tell-Tale Heart and Lowell's long-neglected poem A Legend of Brittany
and, identifying the hitherto-unknown author of the seminal narrative The Salem Belle, investigates
Hawthorne's brilliant borrowing from that novel as well. The present volume argues that Hawthorne
repeatedly attenuated his sources, but also allowed sufficient detail to permit their recognition.
Furthermore, this volume elaborates Hawthorne's reworking of formal traditions in The Scarlet
Letter--traditions that importantly clarify the meaning of the whole. The Scarlet Letter is shown to
be a complex rendering of man's fall and redemption, and a triumphant assertion of literary
vocation. The Threads of The Scarlet Letter includes a useful bibliographical overview of the history
of the study of the origins of Hawthorne's greatest work.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Literatur als kulturelle Ökologie Hubert Zapf, 2017-10-10
Dieses Buch ist der Versuch, die Beziehung von Literatur und Kultur auf der Grundlage eines
ökologisch definierten Funktionsmodells literarischer Texte näher zu bestimmen und an Beispielen
des amerikanischen Romans zu erläutern. In dem hier vorgeschlagenen Ansatz spielt die Dimension
des Ästhetischen, die in neueren kulturwissenschaftlichen Textzugängen eher unterbelichtet blieb,
eine konstitutive Rolle. Es geht nicht primär um eine inhaltliche Untersuchung der Literatur auf
ökologische Themen. Es geht vielmehr um Analogien zwischen ökologischen Prozessen und den
spezifischen Strukturen und kulturellen Wirkungsweisen der literarischen Imagination. These des
Buchs ist es, daß Literatur sich in Analogie zu einem ökologischen Prinzip oder einer ökologischen
Kraft innerhalb des größeren Systems ihrer Kultur verhält. Dieser Ansatz wird im ersten Teil
theoretisch entwickelt und zunächst im Rahmen gegenwärtiger, vor allem im angloamerikanischen
Raum sich abzeichnender Tendenzen zu einer Literary Ecology situiert, danach in den Kontext
anderer funktionsorientierter Literaturtheorien gestellt und schließlich in einem kulturökologischen
Funktionsmodell imaginativer Texte zusammengefaßt. Im zweiten Teil wird die Reichweite und
Tragfähigkeit dieses Modells an sechs repräsentativen amerikanischen Romanen aus verschiedenen
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Epochen demonstriert: Nathaniel Hawthorne, »The Scarlet Letter«; Herman Melville, »Moby-Dick«;
Mark Twain, »The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn«; Kate Chopin, »The Awakening«; Toni Morrison,
»Beloved«; Don DeLillo, »Underworld«.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Critical Response to Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet
Letter Gary Scharnhorst, 1992-01-22 The Scarlet Letter is virtually unique among works of American
fiction because it has not lapsed from print in over 140 years. The history of its reception, which is
fully articulated in the volume introduction, may be read as a case study in canon formation. The
collection of documents in the volume outline the highs and lows of Nathaniel Hawthorne's literary
reputation and the elevation of his first and best-known romance to the rank of masterpiece and
classic. Also included is a selective bibliography of modern scholarship. Among the early documents
reprinted are contemporary news accounts of Hawthorne's dismissal from the Salem Custom House
in June 1849, which provide the immediate background to The Custom House introduction in the
story, the publisher James T. Fields's anecdotal version of the book's composition history, and a
generous sheaf of notices from both American and British newspapers upon its publication in March,
1850. Of special value are the various essays and other materials that trace the institutionalization
of the romance within the genteel tradition of American letters in the late nineteenth century. More
recently, The Scarlet Letter has become something of an academic shibboleth, inspiring dozens of
New Critical, psychoanalytical, feminist, and other readings, which are also represented in this
collection. Prominent among modern critics whose essays appear are Neal Frank Doubleday, Darrel
Abel, and Nina Baym. A number of reviews of theatrical and cinematic adaptations of the story also
underscore its stature as a cultural icon. This volume is essential for serious research on Nathaniel
Hawthorne and provides a convenient body of valuable commentary accessible even to the student
reading The Scarlet Letter for the first time.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Critical Companion to Nathaniel Hawthorne Sarah Bird
Wright, 2006 Offers critical entries on Hawthorne's novels, short stories, travel writing, criticism,
and other works, as well as portraits of characters, including Hester Prynne and Roger
Chillingworth. This reference also provides entries on Hawthorne's family, friends - ranging from
Herman Melville to President Franklin Pierce - publishers, and critics.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Critical Reception of American Literature in the
Netherlands 1824-1900 J.G. Riewald, 2021-11-15
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Critical Perspectives in American Literature Meenakshi Raman,
2005 Wherever There Are People There Will Be A Literature. A Literature Is The Record Of Human
Experience, And People Have Always Been Impelled To Write Down Their Impressions Of Life. They
Do So In Diaries And Letters, In Pamphlets And Books, And In Essays, Poems, Plays, And Fiction. In
This Respect American Literature Is Like Any Other, Though It Displays Many Characteristics That
Are Similar And Many That Are Dissimilar To The Literary Tradition Of Other Nations. American
Literature Has Witnessed Several Trends And Movements: Puritan/Colonial (1650 1750)
Revolutionary/Age Of Reason (1750 1800) Romanticism (1800 1860) American
Renaissance/Transcen-Dentalism (1840 1860) Realism (1855 1900) (Period Of Civil War And
Post-War Period) The Moderns (1900 1950) Harlem Renaissance (Parallel To Modernism) (1920S)
Postmodernism (1950 To Present)The Present Volume Concentrates On The American Literature Of
19Th And 20Th Centuries And Includes Critical Papers On Authors Widely Prescribed In The Indian
Universities. As We Are Aware, The Beauty Of Any Literary Work Is That It Leads To Fresh
Interpretation Every Time When Viewed From A Different Angle. The Scholarly And Critical Analysis
Presented On The Works Of Several American Literary Masters Such As Emerson, Hawthorn, Poe,
Whitman, Hemingway, O Neill, Miller, Morrison, Walker, Etc., By Experts In The Field Of English
Literature Would Unquestionably Enable The Readers Gain A New Insight Into The Interpretation Of
Literary Works. While Serving As An Additional Resource To The Teachers Of American Literature,
This Volume Is Expected To Assist The Students And Researchers In The Domain Of American
Literature.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter - Second Edition Nathaniel Hawthorne,



2004-10-28 Hawthorne's story of the disgraced Hester Prynne (who must wear a scarlet A as the
mark of her adultery), of her illegitimate child, Pearl, and of the righteous minister Arthur
Dimmesdale continues to resonate with modern readers. Set in mid-seventeenth-century Boston, this
powerful tale of passion, Puritanism, and revenge is one of the foremost classics of American
literature. This Broadview edition contains a selection of historical documents that include
Hawthorne's writings on Puritanism, the historical sources of the story, and contemporary reviews of
the novel. New to the second edition are an updated critical introduction and bibliography and, in
the appendices, additional writings by Margaret Fuller, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Henry James, and
William Dean Howells.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Mob of Scribblers Jamie Barlowe, 2000 Barlowe
examines the causes and consequences of the continuing disregard for women's scholarship. To that
end, she chronicles The Scarlet Letter's critical reception, analyzes the history of Hester Prynne as a
cultural icon in literature and film, rereads the canonized criticism of the novel, and offers a new
reading of Hawthorne's work by rescuing marginalized interpretations from the alternative canon of
women critics.--BOOK JACKET.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Study Guide to The Scarlet Letter and Other Works by
Nathaniel Hawthorne Intelligent Education, 2020-06-28 A comprehensive study guide offering
in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Nathaniel Hawthorne, renowned
American novelist. Titles in this study guide include The Marble Faun, The House of the Seven
Gables, and The Scarlet Letter. As an author of the nineteenth-century, his novels and short stories
primarily contained themes of mortality, religion, and history. Moreover, his writing influenced and
followed the literary subgenre of dark romanticism, which reflected a fascination of the irrational
and strange. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore the reasons they have stood the
literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide contains: - Introductions to the Author and the
Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study
Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of
literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical background, plots, and themes. This
set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper in their understanding by including essay
questions and answers as well as topics for further research.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: A Critical Dictionary of English Literature, and British
and American Authors, Living and Deceased, from the Earliest Accounts to the Middle of
the Nineteenth Century Samuel Austin Allibone, 1859
  criticism of the scarlet letter: A Critical Dictionary of English Literature and British and
American Authors, Living and Deceased, from the Earliest Accounts to the Middle of the Nineteenth
Century, Containing Thirty Thousand Biographies and Literary Notices, with Forty Indexes of
Subjects Samuel Austin Allibone, 1859
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Feminist Theatrical Revisions of Classic Works Sharon
Friedman, 2014-01-10 Re-visioning the classics, often in a subversive mode, has evolved into its own
theatrical genre in recent years, and many of these productions have been informed by feminist
theory and practice. This book examines recent adaptations of classic texts (produced since 1980)
influenced by a range of feminisms, and illustrates the significance of historical moment, cultural
ideology, dramaturgical practice, and theatrical venue for shaping an adaptation. Essays are
arranged according to the period and genre of the source text re-visioned: classical theater and myth
(e.g. Antigone, Metamorphoses), Shakespeare and seventeenth-century theater (e.g. King Lear, The
Rover), nineteenth and twentieth century narratives and reflections (e.g. The Scarlet Letter, Jane
Eyre, A Room of One's Own), and modern drama (e.g. A Doll House, A Streetcar Named Desire).
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Fiktion und Wirklichkeit Bernd Engler, 2022
  criticism of the scarlet letter: Manhood and the American Renaissance David Leverenz,
2019-06-30 In the view of David Leverenz, such nineteenth-century American male writers as
Emerson, Hawthorne, Melville, Thoreau, and Whitman were influenced more profoundly by the



popular model of the entrepreneurial man of force than they were by their literary precursors and
contemporaries. Drawing on the insights of feminist theory, gender studies, psychoanalytical
criticism, and social history, Manhood and the American Renaissance demonstrates that gender
pressures and class conflicts played as critical a role in literary creation for the male writers of
nineteenth-century America as they did for the women writers. Leverenz interprets male American
authors in terms of three major ideologies of manhood linked to the social classes in the
Northeast-patrician, artisan, and entrepreneurial. He asserts that the older ideologies of patrician
gentility and of artisan independence were being challenged from 1820 to 1860 by the new
middle-class ideology of competitive individualism. The male writers of the American Renaissance,
patrician almost without exception in their backgrounds and self-expectations, were fascinated yet
horrified by the aggressive materialism and the rivalry for dominance they witnessed in the
undeferential new men. In close readings of the works both of well-known male literary figures and
of then popular authors such as Richard Henry Dana, Jr., and Francis Parkman, Leverenz discovers a
repressed center of manhood beset by fears of humiliation and masochistic fantasies. He discerns
different patterns in the works of Whitman, with his artisan's background, and Frederick Douglass,
who rose from artisan freedom to entrepreneurial power. Emphasizing the interplay of class and
gender, Leverenz also considers how women viewed manhood. He concludes that male writers
portrayed manhood as a rivalry for dominance, but contemporary female writers saw it as
patriarchy. Two chapters contrast the work of the genteel writers Sarah Hale and Caroline Kirkland
with the evangelical works of Susan Warner and Harriet Beecher Stowe. A bold and imaginative
work, Manhood and the American Renaissance will enlighten and inspire controversy among all
students of American literature, nineteenth-century American history, and the relation of gender and
literature.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Fiction of America Susanne Hamscha, 2013-05-16 Amerika
ist eine Inszenierungsform, eine Fiktion. Susanne Hamscha macht diese These zum Ausgangspunkt
ihrer Untersuchung, sie versteht »Amerika« als Performanz. Durch das Gegenlesen klassischer
amerikanischer Literatur und gegenwärtiger Populärkultur deckt sie stets wiederkehrende
Handlungsmuster der US-amerikanischen Kultur auf. Es zeigt sich, dass normative Erzählungen
über »Amerika« bereits im Moment ihrer Artikulation untergraben und infrage gestellt werden.
Durch die Betrachtung der kulturellen Texte als performative Akte werden die Widersprüche
dominanter Bedeutungen der amerikanischen Kultur zutage gefördert.
  criticism of the scarlet letter: The Scarlet Letter Nathaniel Hawthorne, 2011-03 Set in
17th-century Puritan Boston during the years 1642 to 1649, The Scarlet Letter tells the story of
Hester Prynne, who conceives through an adulterous affair and struggles to create a new life of
repentance and dignity. The story begins during the summer of 1642, near Boston, Massachusetts,
in a Puritan village. A young woman, Hester Prynne, has been led from the town prison with her
infant daughter in her arms. On the breast of her gown is a rag of scarlet The Scarlet Letter cloth
that assumed the shape of a letter. It is the uppercase letter A. The Scarlet Letter A represents the
act of adultery that she has committed, and it is to be a symbol of her sin-a badge of shame-for all to
see. The Scarlet Letter was published as a novel in the spring of 1850 by Ticknor & Fields, beginning
Hawthorne's most lucrative period as a writer. When he delivered the final pages to Fields in
February 1850, Hawthorne said that some portions of the book are powerfully written but doubted it
would be popular. In fact, the book was an instant best-seller though, over fourteen years, it brought
its author only $1,500. Its initial publication brought wide protest from natives of Salem, who did not
approve of how Hawthorne had depicted them in his introduction The Custom-House. A 2,500-copy
second edition of The Scarlet Letter included a preface by Hawthorne dated March 30, 1850, that
stated he had decided to reprint his introduction without the change of a word... The only
remarkable features of the sketch are its frank and genuine good-humor... As to enmity, or ill-feeling
of any kind, personal or political, he utterly disclaims such motives. The Scarlet Letter was one of
the first mass-produced books in America. Into the mid-nineteenth century, bookbinders of
home-grown literature typically hand-made their books and sold them in small quantities. The first



mechanized printing of The Scarlet Letter, 2,500 volumes, sold out within ten days, and was widely
read and discussed to an extent not much experienced in the young country up until that time.
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