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Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order: Unlocking the Magic of Early Reading

jolly phonics sounds in order form the foundation of one of the most popular and effective phonics
programs used worldwide for teaching young children how to read and write. Understanding the
sequence and rationale behind the order of these sounds can make a huge difference for educators,
parents, and learners alike. This article explores the jolly phonics sounds in order, why they are
taught in that specific sequence, and how this approach supports early literacy development.

What Are Jolly Phonics Sounds?

Before diving into the specific order, it’s essential to clarify what the jolly phonics sounds represent.
Jolly Phonics is a multisensory phonics program designed to help children learn the sounds of letters
and letter groups, rather than just their names. Unlike traditional methods that often emphasize rote
memorization of the alphabet, jolly phonics focuses on teaching 42 letter sounds (phonemes)
through engaging songs, actions, and stories.

These sounds include not only the 26 alphabet letters but also digraphs—two letters that make one
sound—such as “sh,” “ch,” and “th.” This approach allows kids to quickly decode words and develop
strong reading and spelling skills in a natural, enjoyable way.

Understanding the Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order

The order in which jolly phonics sounds are introduced is carefully planned to maximize learning
efficiency and confidence. The sequence is not alphabetical; instead, it is based on the frequency and
simplicity of sounds, as well as the ease with which children can form the letters associated with
them.

The First Group: s, a, t, i, p, n

The program starts with six essential sounds: s, a, t, i, p, and n. These sounds are chosen because
they are common, simple to pronounce, and allow children to start blending and forming simple
words almost immediately. For example, using these sounds, kids can blend words like “sat,” “pin,”
and “tip.” This early success helps foster enthusiasm and motivation.

Next Steps: c, k, e, h, r, m, d

After the initial six, the next group introduces sounds like c, k, e, h, r, m, and d. These sounds
expand the child’s ability to form more words and introduce common consonant and vowel sounds.
Notably, “c” and “k” are taught separately even though they produce the same sound. This



distinction helps children understand spelling variations later on.

Introducing Digraphs and More Complex Sounds

Once the basic sounds are mastered, the program moves on to digraphs such as “ck,” “sh,” “th,”
“ng,” “ai,” “ee,” “oa,” “oo,” and others. These sounds are critical as they appear frequently in
English words but cannot be sounded out letter by letter. Teaching digraphs after single-letter
sounds ensures that children have a solid foundation before tackling more complex phonemes.

Why Is the Order Important?

Learning the jolly phonics sounds in order is more than just a sequence—it’s a strategic roadmap
that supports language acquisition. Here’s why the order matters:

Building Confidence Early: Starting with simple, high-frequency sounds allows children to
quickly create simple words, giving them a sense of achievement.

Phoneme Blending: The initial sounds are selected to encourage blending, which is a crucial
skill for reading fluency.

Letter Formation Ease: The letters introduced first are generally easier to write, which
supports handwriting development alongside reading.

Progressive Complexity: Gradually introducing more complex sounds and digraphs aligns
with the child’s growing phonemic awareness.

How to Teach Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order Effectively

Teaching jolly phonics sounds in order requires a balanced approach that keeps children engaged
and motivated. Here are some tips for parents and educators:

Use Multisensory Techniques

Jolly Phonics is designed as a multisensory program, meaning it combines visual, auditory, and
kinesthetic learning. For example, each sound has an associated action or gesture. Encouraging
children to perform these actions while saying the sounds helps reinforce memory and
understanding.



Incorporate Songs and Stories

The jolly phonics program includes catchy songs and memorable stories tied to each sound. These
help children associate sounds with fun and meaningful contexts, making recall easier.

Practice Blending and Segmenting

Once a few sounds are introduced, encourage children to blend sounds together to form words (e.g.,
s-a-t = sat) and to segment words into their individual sounds. This practice is essential for reading
and spelling development.

Revisit and Review Regularly

Consistent revision of previously learned sounds helps maintain retention and build confidence.
Using flashcards, games, and reading activities can make review sessions enjoyable.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While the jolly phonics sounds in order offer a structured learning path, some children may find
certain sounds or letters tricky. For example, digraphs like “th” or “ng” can be confusing at first.

Patience and repetition are key. Breaking down difficult sounds into smaller steps, using visual aids,
and providing plenty of opportunities to practice in context can help solidify understanding.
Additionally, customizing the pace to suit individual learners rather than rushing through the
sequence ensures better mastery.

Resources to Support Learning Jolly Phonics Sounds in
Order

There are numerous resources available to help teachers and parents teach jolly phonics sounds in
order effectively:

Jolly Phonics Workbooks: These provide structured exercises aligned with the sound
sequence.

Interactive Apps and Games: Digital tools can engage children with interactive sound
recognition and blending activities.

Flashcards and Posters: Visual aids help reinforce letter-sound associations.



Videos and Songs: Many educational platforms offer videos that demonstrate the sounds and
actions.

Using a combination of these resources tailored to a child’s learning style can accelerate progress
and make the journey more enjoyable.

The Impact of Learning Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order

When children learn jolly phonics sounds in order, they not only acquire the ability to read and spell
effectively but also develop a lifelong love for literacy. The program’s early success in decoding
words builds positive reading habits and helps prevent common difficulties such as dyslexia or
reading delays.

Moreover, the skills gained through jolly phonics extend beyond reading. Enhanced phonemic
awareness improves listening skills, vocabulary acquisition, and even speech clarity.

---

By taking the time to understand and implement the jolly phonics sounds in order, educators and
parents create a solid platform for children’s literacy development. This thoughtful sequence,
combined with engaging teaching techniques and supportive resources, unlocks the magic of
reading and writing for young learners, setting them on a path toward academic success and
confidence in communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Jolly Phonics sounds in order?
Jolly Phonics sounds in order refer to the sequence in which the 42 letter sounds are taught, starting
with s, a, t, i, p, n and continuing through the full set of sounds used in English phonics.

Why is the order of Jolly Phonics sounds important?
The order is important because it introduces children to the most common and useful sounds first,
enabling them to start blending and reading simple words early on.

How many sounds are there in the Jolly Phonics program?
There are 42 letter sounds in the Jolly Phonics program, including consonant sounds, vowel sounds,
and digraphs.

What are the first six Jolly Phonics sounds taught?
The first six sounds taught in Jolly Phonics are s, a, t, i, p, and n.



Are Jolly Phonics sounds taught in alphabetical order?
No, Jolly Phonics sounds are taught in a specific order designed to help children form simple words
quickly, rather than following alphabetical order.

How does learning Jolly Phonics sounds in order help with
reading?
Learning the sounds in order helps children blend sounds to form words, improving their decoding
skills and building confidence in reading.

Can the Jolly Phonics sounds order be adapted for different
learners?
Yes, while there is a recommended order, teachers can adapt the sequence to suit the needs and
progress of different learners.

Where can I find resources to teach Jolly Phonics sounds in
order?
Resources can be found on the official Jolly Phonics website, educational publishers, and through
various teaching aids like flashcards, workbooks, and interactive apps.

Additional Resources
Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order: An In-Depth Exploration of Systematic Phonics Instruction

jolly phonics sounds in order form the backbone of an innovative and widely adopted phonics
teaching method designed to support early literacy development. This structured sequence of
sounds aims to equip young learners with the foundational skills necessary for reading and writing
by introducing phonemes in a strategically planned progression. Understanding the order and
rationale behind the Jolly Phonics sounds provides valuable insight for educators, parents, and
literacy specialists seeking effective approaches to teaching phonics.

The Framework of Jolly Phonics

Jolly Phonics is a synthetic phonics program that employs a multi-sensory approach, blending
auditory, visual, and kinesthetic learning to help children master letter sounds. Unlike traditional
alphabet teaching that emphasizes letter names, Jolly Phonics focuses on the 42 primary sounds of
English, guiding learners to recognize and produce sounds before associating them with written
letters. This method fosters phonemic awareness, a critical component in early reading acquisition.

The order in which Jolly Phonics sounds are introduced is deliberate, designed to maximize early
reading success while minimizing confusion. The sequence does not strictly follow alphabetical order
but instead groups sounds based on complexity and frequency of use in the English language.



Understanding the Jolly Phonics Sounds Sequence

The Jolly Phonics program divides the 42 sounds into seven groups, each containing five or six
phonemes. These groups are taught sequentially, often over seven weeks or longer, depending on
the learner’s pace. Introducing sounds in this order facilitates blending—the process of merging
individual sounds to form words—enabling children to decode simple words rapidly.

Below is the standard Jolly Phonics sounds in order, grouped accordingly:

Group 1: s, a, t, i, p, n1.

Group 2: c, k, e, h, r, m2.

Group 3: d, g, o, u, l, f3.

Group 4: b, ai, j, oa, ie, ee4.

Group 5: or, z, w, ng, v, oo (as in book)5.

Group 6: oo (as in moon), y, x, ch, sh, th (voiced)6.

Group 7: th (unvoiced), qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar7.

This order introduces simpler, high-frequency sounds first, allowing for immediate application in
word building activities. For example, the first group includes the sounds s, a, t, i, p, and n, which
can be blended to form words like "sat," "pin," and "tap."

The Pedagogical Rationale Behind the Order

The sequence of Jolly Phonics sounds is not arbitrary; it is grounded in research on phonological
development and literacy acquisition. The program’s creators prioritized introducing sounds that are
easy to articulate and distinguish, helping children develop confidence early.

Starting with consonants and short vowels such as s, a, t, and i enables children to create simple
consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words. This contrasts with teaching letter names first, which can
delay the ability to decode words. Furthermore, the program groups similar sounds to minimize
confusion—plosives like "p" and "b" are introduced in separate groups, reducing the risk of mixing
sounds during early learning.

Another critical factor influencing the order is the introduction of digraphs and long vowel sounds
after the basic phonemes. Digraphs such as "ch," "sh," and "th" represent single sounds made by two
letters and are essential for fluent reading. Introducing these later allows learners to consolidate
their understanding of single phonemes first.



Benefits of Following the Jolly Phonics Sounds in Order

Adhering to the prescribed order offers several pedagogical advantages:

Enhanced Blending Skills: By starting with easily blendable sounds, children quickly
experience success in reading simple words, fostering motivation and confidence.

Systematic Skill Development: The gradual introduction of more complex sounds ensures
learners build a solid foundation before tackling challenging phonemes.

Reduced Cognitive Load: Grouping similar sounds allows learners to focus on mastering a
small set at a time, minimizing overwhelm.

Multi-sensory Engagement: The order complements the program’s use of actions, stories,
and songs that reinforce each sound, aiding retention.

These benefits align with contemporary educational theories emphasizing scaffolded learning and
multi-modal instruction.

Comparative Perspective: Jolly Phonics vs. Traditional
Phonics Instruction

When compared with traditional phonics teaching approaches, Jolly Phonics offers a distinctive
sound introduction sequence that diverges from the alphabetical order commonly used in
classrooms. This difference can influence literacy outcomes.

Traditional phonics often emphasizes letter names and alphabetical sequencing, which may delay
phonemic awareness. Conversely, Jolly Phonics prioritizes sound acquisition, enabling children to
decode and encode words earlier. Several studies have demonstrated that systematic synthetic
phonics programs like Jolly Phonics contribute to improved reading fluency and spelling accuracy.

However, some educators and researchers caution about the rigidity of any fixed sequence. They
advocate for flexibility to accommodate individual learner differences and dialectal variations.
Nonetheless, the structured order of Jolly Phonics remains widely respected for its clarity and
effectiveness.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite its strengths, implementing the Jolly Phonics sounds in order may present challenges:

Teacher Training: Effective delivery requires familiarity with the multi-sensory methods and
the rationale behind the sound sequence, necessitating adequate training.



Differentiation: Learners with speech or hearing difficulties might struggle with certain
phonemes, requiring tailored support.

Language Variability: Regional accents and dialects may affect sound perception and
pronunciation, which teachers must consider.

Addressing these challenges involves ongoing professional development and adaptive instructional
strategies.

Practical Applications in Classroom and Home Settings

The Jolly Phonics sounds in order serve as a guide for lesson planning and curriculum design.
Educators often use interactive materials such as flashcards, songs, and action gestures aligned with
each sound group. The mnemonic actions associated with sounds like “s” for “snake” or “a” for “ant”
enhance engagement and memory.

Parents can also apply the sequence at home by reinforcing sounds through reading practice and
phonics games. Consistent exposure to the sounds in their prescribed order helps consolidate the
child’s understanding and supports smoother transitions to reading more complex texts.

Additional Resources Supporting the Jolly Phonics Sequence

Several supplementary tools and resources complement the Jolly Phonics program:

Workbooks: Structured exercises aligned with the sound groups enable practice in reading
and writing.

Digital Apps: Interactive phonics apps provide auditory and visual reinforcement of sounds in
the correct order.

Storybooks: Early readers that incorporate taught sounds promote application in context.

These materials help maintain engagement and track progress systematically.

The deliberate order of Jolly Phonics sounds reflects a thoughtful synthesis of linguistic research and
educational best practices. By introducing sounds strategically, the program equips learners with
the tools to decode language effectively, laying the foundation for lifelong literacy. This systematic
approach continues to influence phonics instruction worldwide, affirming its significance in early
childhood education.
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2008 The author provides parents with an explanation of the many causes of children's problems in
learning, and includes practical advice for helping children with reading, writing and mathematics.
The focus is on ordinary children with general learning difficulties, but information is also provided
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autism. [Back cover, ed].
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learn and respond to different teaching strategies.
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Corbett are the best-known names in Primary Literacy. This book distils their vast experience, and
the experience of five years of the Literacy Strategy. Enables the reader to discover 'how to really
teach with what really works'.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Dyslexia Gavin Reid, 2016-01-21 Newly updated, Gavin Reid's
best-selling handbook remains an essential resource for those helping dyslexic individuals of all
ages, from preschoolers to adults in the workplace. Combines theoretical explanations, the latest
research, and practical solutions with a focus on inclusion and meeting the individual's needs New
and expanded coverage includes: multilingualism; the use of technology; co-existing conditions such
as dyspraxia, dyscalculia, and ADHD; and positive dyslexia Assembles the latest policies and best
practices for dyslexia from around the world, and makes current debates regarding education and
literacy accessible to trainees and practitioners
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Foundations of Literacy Sue Palmer, 2013-01-01 This fully
revised fourth edition outlines seven strands of practice for three to six-year old children, designed
to develop the skills, concepts and knowledge underpinning literacy in the early years.
Accompanying each strand are clear explanations of the research and reasoning on which they are
based. Practical advice on helping children transfer their learning into their own child-initiated
activities, to build a genuine and solid foundation for literacy, is integral to the book.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Teaching Reading at Key Stage 1 and Before Jeni Riley,
1999 The requirements of the National Literacy Strategy are fully addressed in this book on
teaching reading at Key Stage 1 and before. It features coverage of the structure and use of the
English language and gives an explanation of classroom planning and management, based on an
understanding of how children learn and progress. Included is also practical guidance on effective
teaching practice, embedded in a modern theoretical framework.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: The Great Reading Disaster Mona McNee, 2012-02-20 By the



late 1980s half the nation's children were receiving eleven years of progressivist schooling that
failed to give them even the elementary basis of education that was completed by the age of seven in
earlier days. This great reading disaster was caused by the ‘look–say' method of teaching, which
presented whole words not individual letters. This book explains the causes and provides the
solution to this problem. In 2006, the Secretary of State for Education and Skills has ordered schools
to use the phonic method but there seems little evidence that its implications are properly
understood or that any serious re-training programme for teachers is being put in place. The authors
believe their explanations and recommendations in this book are thus needed just as much as ever.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Teaching Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling in Primary
Schools David Waugh, Claire Warner, Rosemary Waugh, 2016-01-30 Trainee and beginning teachers
often find the teaching of grammar, punctuation and spelling especially challenging as they are not
confident in their own knowledge. This popular text explores and provides the subject knowledge
you will need to teach grammar, punctuation and spelling and gives guidance on how to teach it. The
text is really accessible and includes lots of examples and teaching ideas, enabling you to approach
teaching with ease. Detailed examples of effective lessons show you how to engage children’s
interest in some of the more formal aspects of writing and throughout, activities and practical
examples demonstrate how you can translate this learning into the classroom. This second edition
has been updated in line with the new National Curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2. A new chapter is
included to explore the national SPAG tests in primary schools. The tests are explained and advice
on how to approach them is included. The text will enable you to teach grammar, punctuation and
spelling effectively supporting your class in all their writing, across the primary curriculum.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: How to Prevent Reading Difficulties, Grades PreK-3 Mark
Weakland, 2021-03-12 The science of reading meets the art of teaching readers Do you have the
knowledge and instructional ability to effectively teach foundational skills and to support students
who show signs of reading difficulties? It is a tall order — and one that challenges many new and
veteran teachers. How to Prevent Reading Difficulties, Grades PreK-3 builds on decades of evidence
and years of experience to help teachers understand how the brain learns to read and how to apply
that understanding to Tier 1 instruction. The book includes: step-by-step descriptions of techniques
for effectively teaching phonological awareness, spelling, phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension
specific Tier 1 activities, routines, and frameworks that build and strengthen word recognition and
language comprehension links to video demonstrations and online resources clear, practical
explanations of the science of reading, including the Eternal Triangle and the Simple View of
Reading, to help teachers understand the fundamentals of the reading process, recognize how
difficulties arise – and understand how to address them A book study guide is available on the Free
Resources tab to provides group guidance on how to effectively teach foundational skills and to
support students who show signs of reading difficulties. Author Mark Weakland brings new energy
to teaching high-priority foundational skills. By blending the science of reading with the best
instructional practices that lead to authentic reading—the ultimate goal of balanced
literacy—teachers can prevent many reading difficulties in K-3 learners.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Early Childhood Curricula and the De-pathologizing of
Childhood Rachel Heydon, Luigi Iannacci, 2009-04-11 Educators have become increasingly
interested in the diverse learning environments of young children and the ways in which children
and childhood are positioned within those environments. The documentation and analysis of
processes of pathologization and de-pathologization in early childhood may provide scholars with the
understanding needed to develop more responsive educational approaches. Early Childhood
Curricula and the De-pathologization of Childhood examines what is possible for young children
when their education addresses their assets and is organized in ways that expand their identity
options. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, Rachel M. Heydon and Luigi Iannacci shed light on
the ways in which joint notions of normality and abnormality are used to pathologize childhood. As
teachers and educational researchers, they offer first-hand accounts of processes that take
individual children and turn them into 'others' who are seen as deficient or 'at risk.' Through a



variety of critical, qualitative case studies that examine general literacy education, special
education, early childhood education, and intergenerational learning environments, this book
highlights the theoretical underpinnings of asset-oriented curricular practices and suggests what is
possible for young children when their education begins from and cultivates their funds of
knowledge. Written for those interested in improving the lives of children through interdisciplinary
studies, this volume offers sustained theoretical engagement that will appeal to educators around
the world.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Nurturing Primary Readers in Grades K-3 Lane W. Clarke,
Krysten Gorrivan, 2023-04-21 Weaving together reading pedagogy and social emotional learning
(SEL) frameworks, this text presents an integrated, research-based approach to reading instruction
grounded in instructional and collaborative strategies that address students’ social emotional needs.
The text features real stories from the classroom to invite readers to learn alongside the students,
teachers, families, and professionals as they experience journeys of growth. The authentic case
studies cover best practices in reading instruction in a way that centers students, promotes the
whole child, and supports reading growth. Following a cyclical framework – discovering, nurturing,
growing – each chapter addresses typical student reading needs and explains the role of
collaborative relationships in effective instruction. Through the medium of storytelling, readers gain
profound insights into key topics, including teaching multilingual students, phonological awareness,
reading fluency, and more. Accessible and comprehensive, this book steers away from a prescriptive
recipe for instruction but rather leaves readers with an effective framework for incorporating
data-based decision-making, collaboration, and research-supported literacy practices to foster each
student's social and emotional skills in the classroom. With a targeted focus on K–3 classrooms, this
text is a key resource for pre-service and in-service educators in literacy education and elementary
education, enriching the perspectives of all educators.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Reconceptualizing Disability in Education Luigi Iannacci,
2020-07-06 Reconceptualizing Disability in Education provides an essential critical exploration of
problematic discourses, practices, and pedagogies that inform how disability is presently understood
and responded to within the field of education. Luigi Iannacci interrogates and destabilizes ableist
grand narratives that dominate every aspect of how disability is linguistically, bureaucratically,
procedurally, and pedagogically configured within education. Ultimately, this book seeks to forward
human rights for people with disabilities in educational contexts by clarifying and operationalizing
inclusion so that it is not just a model necessitated by a hierarchy of legality, but rather a set of
beliefs and practices based on critical analyses and a reconceptualization of current understandings
and responses to disability that prevent inclusion and human rights from being realized. As the book
is grounded in reconceptualist theorizing, it draws on multiple perspectives—including critical
disability theory, post-modernism, critical theory, critical pedagogy, and social constructivism—to
deconstruct and destabilize what is currently taken for granted about disability and those ascribed
disabled identities within education. A variety of personal, professional, research experiences and
data are offered and drawn on to critically address questions regarding philosophical,
epistemological, pedagogical, organizational, economic, and leadership issues as they relate to
disability in education. Critical incidents, interviews, documents, and artifacts are drawn on and
narratively presented to explore how disability is presently configured in language, identification,
and placement processes, discourses, pedagogies, and interactions with students deemed disabled,
as well as their parents/caregivers. This critical narrative approach fosters alternative ways of
thinking, speaking, being, and doing that forward a human rights focused model of disability that
sees as its mandate the amelioration of people with disabilities within education.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: A Reading and Language Intervention for Children with
Down Syndrome - Teacher’s Handbook Kelly Burgoyne, Fiona Duff, Paula Clarke, Glynnis Smith,
Sue Buckley, Margaret Snowling, Charles Hulme, 2012-12-11 The Reading and Language
Intervention for Children with Down Syndrome (RLI) teaches language and literacy skills following
evidence-based principles adapted to meet the children’s specific learning needs. It is designed for



pupils with Down syndrome aged 5 to 11 years. The intervention is suitable for beginning readers
through to those with reading ages up to 8 years and for students with a wide range of language
abilities. Teaching is adapted to meet individual needs through initial assessments of skills and
regular monitoring of progress. Together with two accompanying DVDs illustrating teaching
techniques and a CD of resources, the handbook offers teachers and teaching assistants the detailed
guidance, assessment tools and example teaching materials needed to implement the intervention.
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Teaching Children to Read: Reports of the subgroups
National Reading Panel (U.S.), 2000
  jolly phonics sounds in order: Teaching Spelling Peter Westwood, 2014-02-03 Teaching
Spelling: Exploring commonsense strategies and best practices equips teachers with the vital
knowledge and skills needed to help their students become proficient writers and spellers. Peter
Westwood provides a very clear and concise account of the important skills and processes that
underpin accurate spelling, and describes in very practical terms, many evidence-based strategies
and methods that teachers can use to help all students become confident, capable and independent
spellers. The book also addresses the purposes of various forms of assessment of spelling skills, to
guide teaching and planning. Chapters in this accessible and timely text include: the importance of
correct spelling visual, auditory and cognitive components of spelling ability general principles for
planning instruction proven teaching strategies and methods word study as a teaching approach
formal and informal assessment At the end of each chapter the author provides a list of online and
print resources, thus enabling readers to extend their knowledge in the various topics. The extensive
reference list is also an invaluable source of information on recent research and thinking on the
topic of spelling instruction. Teaching Spelling: Exploring commonsense strategies and best
practices is an essential resource for all those in teacher education and taking in-service courses.
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