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Spinoza Theological Political Treatise: Exploring the Intersection of Religion, Politics, and Philosophy

spinoza theological political treatise stands as one of the most significant works in the history of Western
philosophy, representing a profound inquiry into the relationship between religion and state power.
Written by Baruch Spinoza in the 17th century, this treatise boldly challenges conventional views of
theology and political authority, offering insights that continue to influence modern political thought,
religious studies, and secular philosophy.

In this article, we’ll delve into the core themes of Spinoza’s Theological Political Treatise, examining its
historical context, key arguments, and lasting impact. Whether you’re a student of philosophy, theology, or
political science, understanding this work provides a deeper appreciation for the evolution of ideas about
freedom, governance, and the role of religion in public life.

Historical Context of Spinoza’s Theological Political Treatise

To fully grasp the importance of Spinoza’s treatise, it helps to understand the turbulent intellectual and
political climate of 17th-century Europe. This was a time marked by religious wars, the rise of nation-states,
and growing challenges to traditional authority, especially that of the Catholic Church and emerging
Protestant powers.

Spinoza himself was a Dutch philosopher of Sephardic Jewish origin who lived in the Dutch Republic, a
relatively tolerant but politically complex society. His work emerged amid debates over freedom of speech,
the authority of scripture, and the separation between church and state. The Theological Political Treatise
was published anonymously in 1670 because of its controversial content, which questioned orthodox
religious doctrines and defended the idea of civil liberty.

Key Themes in the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise

Spinoza’s treatise is a rich philosophical text, but several central themes stand out that help explain its
enduring significance.

The Nature of God and Scripture

One of the most revolutionary aspects of Spinoza’s work is his naturalistic conception of God. Unlike



traditional views that depict God as a supernatural, interventionist being, Spinoza identifies God with
nature itself — a concept often summarized as “Deus sive Natura” (God or Nature). This pantheistic view
implies that everything that exists is a part of God, and divine laws are the laws of nature.

Spinoza approaches the Bible critically, arguing that scripture must be interpreted in its historical context
and should not be read literally to justify political or social dogma. According to him, the Bible’s primary
purpose is to guide people towards ethical living and obedience to the state, rather than to provide
metaphysical truths.

Freedom of Thought and Expression

A cornerstone of the Theological Political Treatise is the defense of freedom of thought and expression.
Spinoza contends that the state should not control or suppress philosophical inquiry and religious beliefs, as
this stifles social harmony and intellectual progress.

He writes that censorship and persecution often lead to greater unrest and disorder, while tolerance
encourages citizens to live peacefully under a common political framework. This idea was groundbreaking
at a time when heresy was punishable by death in many places.

The Role of the State and Political Authority

Spinoza emphasizes the importance of a secular state whose authority is based on the collective power of its
citizens rather than religious legitimacy. For Spinoza, political power is necessary to maintain peace and
order, and the state should allow freedom of religion as long as it does not threaten civil peace.

His vision involves a social contract where people agree to abide by laws that protect their rights and
security. The state’s role is pragmatic: to ensure coexistence among diverse religious and philosophical
views without enforcing doctrinal conformity.

Spinoza’s Impact on Modern Political and Religious Thought

The influence of the Spinoza theological political treatise extends far beyond its time. It laid important
groundwork for the Enlightenment and the development of liberal democratic principles.

Foundations for Secularism and Democracy



Spinoza’s insistence on separating theology from politics contributed to the rise of secular political
philosophy. His arguments for freedom of thought anticipated later ideas about individual rights and the
importance of separating church and state in democratic societies.

By advocating that political authority rests on rational consent rather than divine right, Spinoza helped
inspire thinkers like John Locke, Voltaire, and Rousseau, whose works shaped modern democratic
governance.

Challenges to Religious Orthodoxy

The theological critique in Spinoza’s treatise questioned the infallibility of religious texts and the power
structures built around them. His historical-critical method of interpreting scripture influenced modern
biblical scholarship and encouraged a more nuanced understanding of religion’s role in society.

This approach also opened the door for religious pluralism, recognizing that multiple interpretations can
coexist without undermining political stability.

Why Spinoza’s Theological Political Treatise Still Matters Today

In today’s world, where debates about religion’s place in public life remain contentious, Spinoza’s work
offers timeless insights. The balance he advocates between religious freedom and political order resonates in
discussions about pluralism, secularism, and human rights.

Moreover, his naturalistic view of God challenges us to rethink traditional religious beliefs in light of
scientific understanding, fostering dialogue between faith and reason.

Applying Spinoza’s Ideas in Contemporary Society

- Promoting tolerance and freedom of expression in diverse societies.
- Encouraging critical engagement with religious and political texts.
- Supporting the separation of religion and government to safeguard civil liberties.
- Emphasizing rationality and evidence-based policy-making.

Understanding the Style and Structure of the Treatise

Spinoza’s Theological Political Treatise is not just philosophically profound but also stylistically unique.



Written in a clear, methodical style, it combines rigorous argumentation with accessible language, making
complex ideas understandable.

The treatise is divided into three parts:

1. Examination of Scripture and Religious Authority
2. Analysis of Political Power and the State
3. Discussion of Freedom and Civil Peace

This structure allows readers to follow Spinoza’s reasoning from theological critique to political philosophy,
underscoring how closely intertwined these domains are.

Tips for Reading the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise

- Approach the text with an open mind, recognizing its historical context.
- Take time to reflect on Spinoza’s definitions of God, freedom, and authority.
- Consider supplementary materials like commentaries or lectures for deeper understanding.
- Engage with modern discussions on secularism and political philosophy to see its relevance.

Exploring Spinoza’s Theological Political Treatise is a rewarding intellectual journey, revealing how
thoughtful critique of religion and politics can pave the way for more just and free societies. Whether you
are a philosophy enthusiast or a curious reader, Spinoza’s work continues to challenge and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise about?
Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise is a philosophical work that explores the relationship between
religion, politics, and philosophy, advocating for the freedom of thought and the separation of church and
state.

When was Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise published?
The Theological-Political Treatise was first published anonymously in 1670.

What are the main themes of the Theological-Political Treatise?
The main themes include biblical criticism, the nature of God, freedom of speech, democracy, and the
critique of religious and political authority.



How does Spinoza interpret the Bible in the Treatise?
Spinoza uses a rational and historical-critical approach to interpret the Bible, arguing that it should be read
in its historical context rather than as a source of supernatural truth.

What is Spinoza's view on the role of religion in politics?
Spinoza believes that religion should be separate from political governance and that the state should ensure
freedom of thought and expression to maintain social peace.

Why was the Theological-Political Treatise controversial?
The Treatise was controversial because it challenged traditional religious doctrines, questioned the literal
interpretation of scripture, and promoted secularism and freedom of thought.

How did Spinoza define freedom of speech in the Treatise?
Spinoza argued that freedom of speech is essential for a stable and just society, allowing individuals to
express their ideas without fear of persecution.

What impact did Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise have on modern
philosophy?
The Treatise significantly influenced Enlightenment thinkers by promoting rationalism, secularism, and
the idea of democracy, shaping modern political and philosophical thought.

Does Spinoza support democracy in the Theological-Political Treatise?
Yes, Spinoza supports democracy as the most natural and stable form of government because it allows for
the greatest degree of freedom and equality among citizens.

How does Spinoza reconcile religion and philosophy in the Treatise?
Spinoza reconciles religion and philosophy by interpreting religious texts through reason and advocating
that true religion aligns with philosophical truths about nature and God.

Additional Resources
Spinoza Theological Political Treatise: A Groundbreaking Exploration of Religion and State

spinoza theological political treatise stands as a seminal work in the history of philosophy, offering an
incisive examination of the relationship between religion, politics, and society. Written by Baruch Spinoza



in the 17th century, this treatise critically dissects theological doctrines and their influence over political
authority, while advocating for a rational and secular understanding of governance. As one of the earliest
works to argue for freedom of thought and separation of church and state, the Spinoza Theological Political
Treatise remains a pivotal text for scholars, political theorists, and philosophers grappling with the complex
interplay of faith and power.

Contextualizing the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise

The 17th century was a turbulent period marked by religious conflicts, political upheaval, and intellectual
revolution. Spinoza, a Dutch philosopher of Portuguese-Jewish descent, composed the Theological Political
Treatise (Tractatus Theologico-Politicus) anonymously in 1670 amid fears of persecution due to his radical
ideas. The treatise sought to challenge prevailing religious dogmas and to defend the freedom of
philosophical inquiry against theological censorship. It was groundbreaking in its attempt to reconcile the
emerging scientific worldview with religious texts, advocating for a reading of scripture grounded in
reason and historical context rather than literalism.

Spinoza’s work emerged during the Age of Enlightenment, a time when traditional authority—both
religious and monarchical—was increasingly questioned. His treatise not only critiques the misuse of
religion by political authorities but also lays foundational ideas for modern democracy and secular
governance. The text’s influence extends beyond philosophy into political science, theology, and legal
theory, making it a multidisciplinary cornerstone.

Core Themes and Arguments

At its heart, the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise challenges the conflation of religious authority with
state power. Spinoza argues that scripture should be interpreted through reason and that religious
institutions should not wield political control. He emphasizes the importance of freedom of thought, positing
that political stability depends on allowing diverse beliefs to coexist peacefully.

One of the treatise’s most revolutionary claims is its portrayal of God not as a personal deity but as a
substance manifest in nature—the foundation of Spinoza’s pantheistic philosophy. This metaphysical stance
undercuts traditional religious narratives and shifts focus toward a naturalistic understanding of existence.
Consequently, Spinoza advocates for a political order where laws are based on human reason and social
utility rather than divine command.

Philosophical and Political Impact

The influence of the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise on modern political philosophy cannot be



overstated. It is widely recognized as a precursor to liberal political thought, especially in its defense of
individual liberty and the secular state. By separating theology from politics, Spinoza laid the groundwork
for later thinkers like John Locke and Montesquieu, who further developed concepts of religious tolerance
and constitutional government.

Freedom of Thought and Expression

A central tenet of the treatise is the defense of intellectual freedom. Spinoza contends that suppressing
dissenting opinions leads to social unrest rather than harmony. He argues that individuals should be free to
interpret religious texts and hold personal beliefs without fear of persecution. This advocacy for free
expression resonates strongly in contemporary discussions about human rights and the role of religion in
public life.

The Role of Scripture and Religion in Politics

Spinoza’s methodical approach to scripture involves a critical historical analysis that was revolutionary for its
time. He insists that the Bible must be understood within its historical context and that many scriptural
injunctions were relevant only to the political realities of ancient societies. This hermeneutic approach
undermines claims of eternal and unchanging divine law that justify authoritarian rule, promoting instead
a flexible and pragmatic understanding of religion in governance.

Comparative Insights: Spinoza and Other Political Philosophers

To appreciate the distinctiveness of Spinoza’s theological political treatise, it is instructive to compare it with
contemporaneous and later political philosophies.

Thomas Hobbes: While Hobbes also emphasized order and sovereignty, his justification for absolute
monarchy contrasts with Spinoza’s advocacy for democratic principles and freedom of thought.

John Locke: Locke’s theories on natural rights and government by consent echo Spinoza’s ideas but
are more explicitly grounded in Christian theology, whereas Spinoza’s approach is more secular and
rationalistic.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Rousseau’s social contract theory shares Spinoza’s concern for political
legitimacy and freedom but diverges in its idealistic emphasis on the general will.



This comparative perspective highlights Spinoza’s unique synthesis of philosophy, theology, and political
theory, which challenged prevailing orthodoxies and anticipated key elements of Enlightenment thinking.

Strengths and Limitations

The Spinoza Theological Political Treatise presents several strengths that have cemented its place in
intellectual history:

Innovative Hermeneutics: Spinoza’s historical-critical approach to scripture was ahead of its time,1.
influencing modern biblical scholarship.

Advocacy for Secularism: His clear delineation between church and state set the stage for secular2.
democracies.

Philosophical Rigor: The treatise combines metaphysics with practical political analysis in a coherent3.
framework.

However, certain limitations are also apparent:

Accessibility: The dense philosophical language and complexity can be challenging for non-specialists.1.

Historical Context Dependency: Some arguments rely heavily on 17th-century political and religious2.
conditions, which may limit direct applicability today.

Controversial Metaphysics: Spinoza’s pantheistic views were and remain contentious, potentially3.
alienating traditional religious audiences.

Despite these challenges, the treatise continues to inspire debate and scholarship.

Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

In an era where the relationship between religion and politics remains contentious across many societies,
the insights of the Spinoza Theological Political Treatise remain remarkably pertinent. Issues like religious
freedom, secularism, and the limits of state power over personal beliefs echo the treatise’s core concerns.
Modern democracies grappling with pluralism and ideological diversity can draw valuable lessons from



Spinoza’s emphasis on tolerance and rational governance.

Moreover, the treatise invites ongoing reflection on the interpretation of sacred texts in public life,
encouraging a balance between respect for religious tradition and commitment to critical inquiry. As
debates about the role of religion in education, law, and civil rights continue, Spinoza’s work offers a
foundational perspective advocating for a society where reason and liberty coexist.

The Spinoza Theological Political Treatise remains a towering intellectual achievement that challenges
readers to rethink the foundations of political authority and religious belief. Its legacy endures in the
ongoing pursuit of a just and free society, where faith and reason engage in constructive dialogue rather
than conflict.

Spinoza Theological Political Treatise
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subsequent history of political thought, Enlightenment 'clandestine' or radical philosophy, Bible
hermeneutics, and textual criticism more generally. It is presented here in a translation of great
clarity and accuracy by Michael Silverthorne and Jonathan Israel, with a substantial historical and
philosophical introduction by Jonathan Israel.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theological-Political Treatise BENEDICTUS DE.
SPINOZA, R H M (Robert Harvey Monro) Elwes, 2025-03-28 Benedict of Spinoza's A
Theological-Political Treatise, Part 3 delves into the intricate relationship between theology and
political governance. A cornerstone of political philosophy, this work examines the foundations of the
state, the power of reason, and the crucial concept of freedom of thought. Spinoza explores the
delicate balance between religious doctrine and the practical realities of governing, offering a
provocative analysis of their interconnectedness and potential conflicts. This seminal text remains
relevant for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the historical and philosophical roots of
political science. Spinoza challenges conventional wisdom, advocating for a society where individual
liberties and intellectual inquiry are not suppressed by theological dogma. He meticulously examines
the role of religion in shaping political structures and the implications for maintaining a just and
stable society. A Theological-Political Treatise, Part 3 is an essential read for those interested in the
history of political thought and the enduring debates surrounding religion, politics, and the power of
the state. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-political Treatise Benedict de Spinoza,
2017-02-04 A Theologico-Political Treatise by Benedict de Spinoza also known as the Tractatus
Theologico-Politicus R. H. M. Elwes (Translator) Written by the Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza,
the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus or Theologico-Political Treatise was one of the most controversial
texts of the early modern period. It was a preemptive defense of Spinoza's later work, Ethics,
published posthumously in 1677, for which he anticipated harsh criticism. Men would never be
superstitious, if they could govern all their circumstances by set rules, or if they were always
favoured by fortune: but being frequently driven into straits where rules are useless, and being often
kept fluctuating pitiably between hope and fear by the uncertainty of fortune's greedily coveted
favours, they are consequently, for the most part, very prone to credulity. The human mind is readily
swayed this way or that in times of doubt, especially when hope and fear are struggling for the
mastery, though usually it is boastful, over - confident, and vain.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Theological-Political Treatise Benedictus de Spinoza,
2019-06-11 Theological-Political Treatise (Latin: Tractatus Theologico-Politicus) by Baruch Spinoza,
was originally published in Latin in 1670. The work is a pre-emptive defence of his post-humously
published magnum opus, Ethics (Latin: Ethica, ordine geometrico demonstrata), a book which he
expected a barrage of harsh criticism for.In the treatise, Spinoza elaborated a harsh systematic
criticism of Judaism and general organised religion. Arguing that theology and philosophy needed to
be kept separate. Distinguishing between theology's goal of obedience, and philosophy's attempt to
understand rational truth. Spinoza also argued that claimed supernatural events, like prophecy and
miracles have natural explanations. Furthermore, he argued that God acts by laws of his own nature,
rejecting a particular purpose or grand telos.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-Political Treatise Baruch Spinoza,
2016-10-22 The present edition of Spinoza's Theologico-Political Treatise was originally published as
part of a two volume set titled The Chief Works of Benedict de Spinoza. The translation is by R. H.
M. Elwes.The Tractatus Theologico-Politicus is an eloquent plea for religious liberty. True religion is
shown to consist in the practice of simple piety, and to be quite independent of philosophical



speculations. The elaborate systems of dogmas framed by theologians are based on superstition,
resulting from fear.The Bible is examined by a method, which anticipates in great measure the
procedure of modern rationalists, and the theory of its verbal inspiration is shown to be untenable.
The Hebrew prophets were distinguished not by superior wisdom, but by superior virtue, and they
set forth their higher moral ideals in language, which they thought would best commend it to the
multitude whom they addressed. For anthropomorphic notions of the Deity as a heavenly King and
Judge, who displays His power by miraculous interventions, is substituted the conception set forth in
the Ethics of an Infinite Being, fulfilling in the uniformity of natural law the perfection of His own
Nature. Men's thoughts cannot really be constrained by commands; therefore, it is wisest, so long as
their actions conform to morality, to allow them absolute liberty to think what they like, and say
what they think.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza's Political Treatise Yitzhak Y. Melamed,
Hasana Sharp, 2018-08-02 Spinoza's Political Treatise constitutes the very last stage in the
development of his thought, as he left the manuscript incomplete at the time of his death in 1677. On
several crucial issues - for example, the new conception of the 'free multitude' - the work goes well
beyond his Theological Political Treatise (1670), and arguably presents ideas that were not fully
developed even in his Ethics. This volume of newly commissioned essays on the Political Treatise is
the first collection in English to be dedicated specifically to the work, ranging over topics including
political explanation, national religion, the civil state, vengeance, aristocratic government, and
political luck. It will be a major resource for scholars who are interested in this important but still
neglected work, and in Spinoza's political philosophy more generally.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza's 'Theological-Political Treatise' Yitzhak Y.
Melamed, Michael A. Rosenthal, 2010-11-18 Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise was published
anonymously in 1670 and immediately provoked huge debate. Its main goal was to claim that the
freedom of philosophizing can be allowed in a free republic and that it cannot be abolished without
also destroying the peace and piety of that republic. Spinoza criticizes the traditional claims of
revelation and offers a social contract theory in which he praises democracy as the most natural
form of government. This Critical Guide presents essays by well-known scholars in the field and
covers a broad range of topics, including the political theory and the metaphysics of the work,
religious toleration, the reception of the text by other early modern philosophers and the relation of
the text to Jewish thought. It offers valuable perspectives on this important and influential work.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Theologico-political Treatise Benedictus de Spinoza,
2009 Rational examination of the Old Testament to show that freedom of thought and speech is
consistent with religion. Also contains unfinished essay on theory of government founded on
common consent. Unabridged R. Elwes translation.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza's 'Theological-Political Treatise' Yitzhak Y.
Melamed, Michael A. Rosenthal, 2010-11-18 Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise was published
anonymously in 1670 and immediately provoked huge debate. Its main goal was to claim that the
freedom of philosophizing can be allowed in a free republic and that it cannot be abolished without
also destroying the peace and piety of that republic. Spinoza criticizes the traditional claims of
revelation and offers a social contract theory in which he praises democracy as the most natural
form of government. This new Critical Guide presents new essays by well-known scholars in the field
and covers a broad range of topics, including the political theory and the metaphysics of the work,
religious toleration, the reception of the text by other early modern philosophers, and the relation of
the text to Jewish thought. It offers valuable new perspectives on this important and influential work.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-Political Treatise (Jovian Press) Baruch
Spinoza, 2017-06-12 Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise (1670) is one of the most important
philosophical works of the early modern period. In it Spinoza discusses at length the historical
circumstances of the composition and transmission of the Bible, demonstrating the fallibility of both
its authors and its interpreters. He argues that free enquiry is not only consistent with the security
and prosperity of a state but actually essential to them, and that such freedom flourishes best in a



democratic and republican state in which individuals are left free while religious organizations are
subordinated to the secular power. His Treatise has profoundly influenced the subsequent history of
political thought, Enlightenment 'clandestine' or radical philosophy, Bible hermeneutics, and textual
criticism more generally.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-Political Treatise Part I (Chapters I to V)
Benedict de Spinoza, 2008-05-01 Please visit www.ArcManor.com for more books by this and other
great authors.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Theologico-political Treatise Benedictus de Spinoza,
2017-05-14 Theologico-Political Treatise - Part 2 by Benedictus de Spinoza
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-Political Treatise and A Political
Treatise Benedict de Spinoza, Francesco Cordasco, 2004-11-10 One of the most original and
penetrating philosophers of all time, Spinoza is also one of the clearest and easiest to understand.
His works constitute an important adjunct to understanding Goethe, Hegel, Schelling, Coleridge,
Whitehead, Schopenhauer, Wittgenstein, and other writers who were influenced by his thinking.
Spinoza's works retain an endless wealth of lucidly expressed and deeply profound analyses of such
concepts as God, the universe, pantheism, the role of society, revealed religion, the state,
democracy, the mind, the emotions, freedom, and human nature. In A Theologico-Political Treatise,
Spinoza presents an eloquent plea for religious liberty, demonstrating that true religion consists of
the practice of simple piety, independent of philosophical speculation. Anticipating the methods of
modern rationalists, he examines the Bible at length to show that freedom of thought and speech are
consistent with the religious life. In the unfinished Political Treatise, Spinoza develops a theory of
government founded on common consent. This volume is part of Dover's Philosophical Classics
series, a collection of the major works in Western and Eastern philosophy that ranges from ancient
Greece to modern times. Its low-priced, high-quality, unabridged editions are ideal for teachers and
students as well as for other readers.
  spinoza theological political treatise: A Theologico-Political Treatise Part II (Chapters VI to
X) Benedict de Spinoza, 2008-05-01 Please visit www.ArcManor.com for more books by this and
other great authors.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza's Theologico-Political Treatise Theo Verbeek,
2017-05-15 This book presents the first accessible analysis of Spinoza's Tractatus
Theologico-politicus, situating the work in the context of Spinoza’s general philosophy and its
17th-century historical background. According to Spinoza it is impossible for a being to be infinitely
perfect and to have a legislative will. This idea, demonstrated in the Ethics, is presupposed and
further elaborated in the Tractatus Theologico-politicus. It implies not only that on the level of truth
all revealed religion is false, but also that all authority is of human origin and that all obedience is
rooted in a political structure. The consequences for authority as it is used in a religious context are
explored: the authority of Scripture, the authority of particular interpretations of Scripture, and the
authority of the Church. Verbeek also explores the work of two other philosophers of the period -
Hobbes and Descartes - to highlight certain peculiarities of Spinoza's position, and to show the
contrasts between their theories.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza: Theological-Political Treatise Jonathan
Israel, Michael Silverthorne, 2007-05-03 Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise (1670) is one of the
most important philosophical works of the early modern period. In it Spinoza discusses at length the
historical circumstances of the composition and transmission of the Bible, demonstrating the
fallibility of both its authors and its interpreters. He argues that free enquiry is not only consistent
with the security and prosperity of a state but actually essential to them, and that such freedom
flourishes best in a democratic and republican state in which individuals are left free while religious
organizations are subordinated to the secular power. His Treatise has profoundly influenced the
subsequent history of political thought, Enlightenment 'clandestine' or radical philosophy, Bible
hermeneutics, and textual criticism more generally. It is presented here in a translation of great
clarity and accuracy by Michael Silverthorne and Jonathan Israel, with a substantial historical and



philosophical introduction by Jonathan Israel.
  spinoza theological political treatise: Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise
(1670-2020) Pooyan Tamimi Arab, Henri Krop, 2022-01-25 Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise
first appeared, anonymously, in 1670. After the publication of the Opera Posthuma (1677), few
scholars took the trouble to take the work seriously. In his famous History of Philosophy, Hegel only
devoted a few lines to the work, caustically describing it as a mere predecessor of contemporary
Biblical criticism. In the early 20th century, Gebhardt deemed it a pamphlet written as an
intervention in the political-ecclesiastical controversies of the Republican Era of Johan de Witt,
which ended with violent death by the Hague mob. In the 21st century, Verbeek outlined its
inconsistencies and named it 'badly organized and-let us admit it-without a clear and recognizable
focus'. Notwithstanding this benign neglect, in the past five decades the TTP has finally emerged
from the shadow of the Ethics. In the wake of the growing interest in the political philosophy of
Spinoza in France and Italy and the study of the historical significance of Radical Enlightenment by
Jonathan Israel, recent studies of the TTP have focused on the context of the Dutch Republic, but
also explored the work's broader philosophical relevance. This commemorative Special Issue offers a
style guide of the various recent approaches to the TTP, placing the work in its historical context,
exploring its Medieval and Early Modern sources, assessing its philosophical (in)coherence, and,
finally, its critical relevance in a globalized world, in Brazil, Iran, and in times of enduring
authoritarianism and fake news.
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