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War of the Worlds Plot Summary: A Journey Through H.G. Wells’ Timeless Sci-Fi Classic

war of the worlds plot summary often sparks curiosity among science fiction enthusiasts and casual

readers alike. This seminal work by H.G. Wells, first published in 1898, has not only influenced

countless adaptations but also set a benchmark for alien invasion stories. If you’re looking to

understand the core narrative, key themes, and lasting impact of this classic, you’re in the right place.

Let’s dive into the gripping tale of extraterrestrial conflict, human survival, and unexpected twists that

make War of the Worlds a masterpiece.

Overview of War of the Worlds Plot Summary

At its heart, War of the Worlds chronicles the sudden and devastating invasion of Earth by Martians.

The story is narrated by an unnamed protagonist, a writer, who recounts his harrowing experiences

during the onslaught. The novel is set in Victorian England, which adds a layer of historical context,

making the alien invasion feel even more disruptive and terrifying to the societal norms of the time.

The plot unfolds gradually, starting with strange phenomena observed in the skies, leading up to the

catastrophic landing of Martian cylinders. These cylindrical spacecrafts bring forth highly advanced

alien beings equipped with terrifying technology, such as heat-rays and chemical weapons. The

Martians’ goal seems to be the colonization of Earth, and their superior weaponry quickly overwhelms

humanity’s defenses.

The Beginning: Signs from Mars

The story kicks off with astronomers observing unusual explosions on the surface of Mars. This



discovery sets a foreboding tone, hinting that something ominous is about to happen. Soon after,

mysterious cylinders fall from the sky, landing in the English countryside near London. Curious

onlookers gather around, only to be met with a horrifying revelation as the Martians emerge.

This initial phase of the plot highlights the human curiosity and disbelief when confronted with the

unknown. It also establishes the Martians’ otherworldly nature and their stark contrast to humanity,

both physically and technologically.

The Invasion Unfolds

Once the Martians reveal themselves, chaos ensues. Their towering tripods, mechanical war machines

with devastating heat-rays, wreak havoc across the landscape. The military forces attempt to resist but

are quickly outmatched by the advanced alien technology. The narrative follows the protagonist’s

desperate efforts to survive amid collapsing cities and fleeing crowds.

A significant part of the plot focuses on the human response to the invasion — fear, panic, and

attempts at organized resistance. The story doesn’t just showcase large-scale battles but also intimate

moments of survival, such as the narrator’s encounters with other characters, including his brother and

a curate who accompanies him temporarily.

Key Themes Explored in the War of the Worlds Plot Summary

While the plot centers on a thrilling alien invasion, the novel also delves into deeper themes that

resonate with readers even today. Understanding these themes enriches the appreciation of the story

beyond its surface-level excitement.



Human Vulnerability and Survival

One of the most compelling aspects of War of the Worlds is its portrayal of humanity’s vulnerability.

Despite our technological progress, humans are depicted as fragile when faced with an

overwhelmingly superior force. The plot emphasizes survival instincts, adaptability, and sometimes the

darker sides of human nature, such as selfishness or despair.

The narrator’s journey is a testament to resilience, showing how ordinary individuals struggle to

maintain hope and humanity in the face of extinction.

Commentary on Imperialism and Science

H.G. Wells uses the Martian invasion as an allegory for imperialism. Just as European powers

colonized and dominated other lands, the Martians seek to conquer Earth without regard for its

inhabitants. This reversal forces readers to empathize with the victims of colonization and question the

ethics of expansionism.

Additionally, the novel reflects on the role of science, both as a source of human advancement and a

potential harbinger of destruction. The Martians’ technology is both awe-inspiring and terrifying,

suggesting that scientific progress can have unintended consequences.

How the Story Develops: Major Plot Points

To get a thorough understanding of War of the Worlds plot summary, it helps to break down some of

the critical events that shape the narrative’s direction.



1. Arrival of the Cylinders

The arrival of the Martian cylinders marks the turning point from curiosity to panic. These cylinders

crash-land in Surrey, and people initially gather around to investigate. When the creatures emerge,

their grotesque appearance and hostile behavior immediately set the tone for conflict.

2. The Tripods and the Heat-Ray

The Martians unveil their tripods—giant, three-legged machines that tower over humans and cities

alike. Armed with heat-rays that incinerate anything in their path, these war machines symbolize the

technological gap between the invaders and humans. The military's attempts to fight back fail

miserably, illustrating the Martians’ dominance.

3. The Protagonist’s Flight

As London falls under siege, the narrator embarks on a perilous journey to escape the destruction.

Along the way, he faces starvation, encounters other survivors, and witnesses the breakdown of

society. This section of the plot provides a gripping, ground-level perspective on the invasion's human

cost.

4. The Martians' Defeat

In a surprising twist, the Martians succumb not to human weapons but to Earth’s microorganisms —

bacteria and germs to which they have no immunity. This ironic ending serves as a reminder of

nature’s power and the limitations of even the most advanced technology.



Impact and Legacy of War of the Worlds

War of the Worlds has left a profound mark on science fiction and popular culture. Its plot has been

adapted into various formats, including radio dramas, films, TV series, and graphic novels. Each

adaptation interprets the story differently, but the core narrative of alien invasion and human survival

remains compelling.

The novel’s influence extends to modern storytelling, inspiring writers and filmmakers to explore

themes of extraterrestrial contact and societal collapse. Its plot structure—starting with subtle signs and

escalating to full-scale disaster—has become a template for many alien invasion stories.

Tips for Readers Exploring War of the Worlds

If you’re diving into War of the Worlds for the first time or revisiting it, here are some tips to enhance

your experience:

Pay attention to the historical context: Understanding Victorian England’s social and scientific

environment adds depth to the story.

Focus on the narrator’s perspective: His personal account offers a human lens through which to

view the catastrophic events.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how ideas about imperialism, technology, and survival are

woven into the plot.

Explore different adaptations: Comparing the novel to its movie or radio versions can provide

fresh insights.



War of the Worlds remains a thrilling and thought-provoking read, its plot resonating across

generations. Whether you’re fascinated by alien invasions or interested in classic literature, this story

offers a rich narrative filled with suspense, reflection, and timeless questions about humanity’s place in

the universe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'War of the Worlds'?

The main plot of 'War of the Worlds' follows an unnamed narrator as he witnesses and survives a

Martian invasion of Earth, depicting the chaos and devastation caused by the extraterrestrial attackers.

Who is the protagonist in 'War of the Worlds'?

The protagonist is an unnamed narrator, a writer from Surrey, England, who experiences the Martian

invasion firsthand and struggles to survive.

Where does the story of 'War of the Worlds' take place?

The story is primarily set in southern England, particularly in areas such as Surrey and London, during

the late 19th century.

What triggers the Martian invasion in 'War of the Worlds'?

The Martians arrive on Earth in cylinders shot from their planet, Mars, landing in the English

countryside and initiating their invasion with advanced weaponry.

How do the Martians attack humans in 'War of the Worlds'?

The Martians use heat-rays, poisonous black smoke, and giant fighting machines called tripods to

attack and subdue humans.



What is the role of the narrator's brother in the story?

The narrator's brother also experiences the invasion separately, and his story intersects later, providing

a different perspective on the events.

How does 'War of the Worlds' end?

The Martian invasion ends unexpectedly when the aliens succumb to Earth's bacteria and microbes, to

which they have no immunity, leading to their death and human survival.

What themes are explored in the plot of 'War of the Worlds'?

The plot explores themes such as imperialism, human vulnerability, survival, and the potential

consequences of advanced technology and extraterrestrial life.

How does the narrator survive the Martian attacks?

The narrator survives by hiding in various locations, using his wits to evade the Martians, and enduring

the chaos until the invaders are defeated by natural causes.

Is 'War of the Worlds' a commentary on any real-world issues?

Yes, the plot serves as a commentary on British imperialism, human arrogance, and the fragility of

civilization when faced with superior forces.

Additional Resources

War of the Worlds Plot Summary: An In-Depth Exploration of H.G. Wells’ Sci-Fi Classic

war of the worlds plot summary serves as a gateway into one of the most enduring and influential

works of science fiction ever written. Penned by H.G. Wells in 1898, the narrative chronicles a

gripping, apocalyptic conflict between humanity and extraterrestrial invaders from Mars. This article

delves into the plot’s intricate details, analyzing its thematic depth, narrative structure, and cultural



impact, while naturally weaving in relevant keywords such as “alien invasion,” “Martian tripods,”

“science fiction literature,” and “apocalyptic conflict.”

Overview of War of the Worlds Plot Summary

At its core, War of the Worlds is a tale of survival and humanity’s vulnerability in the face of

overwhelming extraterrestrial power. The story unfolds in late 19th century England, where the

peaceful countryside becomes the unexpected stage for a catastrophic alien invasion. The Martians

arrive using towering, tripod-like machines equipped with devastating heat-rays and chemical weapons,

decimating towns and cities with ruthless efficiency. The narrative is primarily conveyed through the

perspective of an unnamed protagonist, whose firsthand experiences provide a deeply personal view

of the apocalyptic conflict.

Wells’ novel diverges from many contemporary science fiction works by focusing less on the spectacle

of the invasion and more on the psychological and societal impact of such an unprecedented event.

The war between humans and Martians is not just a physical battle but a philosophical confrontation,

highlighting themes of imperialism, evolution, and the fragility of civilization.

The Opening: A Calm Before the Storm

The plot begins with subtle signs of an otherworldly presence. Observers notice strange flashes on

Mars, sparking curiosity but little alarm. Soon after, a cylinder crashes into Surrey’s countryside,

unveiling the first tangible evidence of the Martians. Initially, the curiosity of the local population mirrors

typical human fascination with the unknown, but this quickly turns to horror as the Martians emerge.

This section of the plot summary emphasizes the shift from mundane normalcy to chaos, a common

motif in apocalyptic narratives. The initial scientific interest and skepticism reflect Victorian-era attitudes

towards space and extraterrestrial life, grounding the story in its historical context.



The Martian Invasion and Human Response

The invasion escalates rapidly. The Martians deploy massive tripods—mechanical war machines

towering over humans and capable of immense destruction. Their advanced technology, including the

infamous heat-ray and black smoke, allows them to overpower humanity’s conventional defenses

effortlessly.

The protagonist’s journey through the ravaged English countryside reveals the breakdown of social

order. Panic spreads, military efforts falter, and mass evacuations ensue. Wells explores the

helplessness of humanity, contrasting the fragile human condition with the cold, mechanical efficiency

of the Martian war machines.

Survival and Human Resilience

As the war intensifies, the narrative shifts focus to individual survival rather than large-scale military

strategy. The protagonist’s encounters with other survivors, including a frightened curate and his own

family, highlight a spectrum of human reactions: fear, despair, fanaticism, and resilience.

This human element adds emotional depth to the war of the worlds plot summary, offering readers a

lens through which to examine human nature under extreme pressure. The Martians’ dominance

seems absolute, yet the story refrains from descending into nihilism.

The Climax and Resolution

The plot’s climax is unconventional for a war story. Just as hope appears lost, the Martians succumb

not to human weapons but to Earth’s microorganisms—bacteria and viruses to which they have no

immunity. This resolution underscores Wells’ use of science as both a narrative device and a thematic

statement about the interconnectedness of life.



The suddenness of the Martians’ defeat contrasts sharply with the prolonged human suffering,

providing a poignant commentary on the unpredictability of survival. It also serves as an early example

of the “science as savior” trope in science fiction literature, influencing countless later works.

Key Themes in War of the Worlds

Understanding the war of the worlds plot summary requires an appreciation of the novel’s rich thematic

layers:

Imperialism and Colonization: The Martian invasion is often interpreted as a metaphor for British

colonialism, with the roles reversed to question humanity’s own imperialistic behaviors.

Technological Superiority and Vulnerability: The contrast between Martian technology and human

defenses explores the double-edged nature of technological advancement.

Survival and Human Spirit: The focus on individual survival stories highlights resilience and

adaptability in the face of extinction.

Science and Nature: The eventual downfall of the Martians through natural causes emphasizes

the power of biology over technology.

Comparative Analysis with Other Alien Invasion Narratives

When placed alongside other alien invasion stories, War of the Worlds stands out for its pioneering

approach. Unlike later depictions, which often portray aliens as either malevolent conquerors or

benevolent visitors, Wells’ Martians are inscrutable and merciless. The novel’s emphasis on social



collapse and psychological terror predates and arguably sets the standard for modern apocalyptic

fiction.

The use of tripods as alien war machines became iconic, influencing visual representations in films,

radio dramas, and adaptations throughout the 20th century. Notably, Orson Welles’ 1938 radio

broadcast famously brought the story to life, causing mass panic and cementing its place in popular

culture.

War of the Worlds in Modern Media

The enduring appeal of War of the Worlds is evident in its numerous adaptations across different

media:

Radio Drama: Orson Welles’ adaptation transformed the plot into a live broadcast, blurring fiction1.

and reality for many listeners.

Film Versions: From the 1953 classic to Steven Spielberg’s 2005 blockbuster, each film2.

reinterprets the core plot to reflect contemporary anxieties and technological possibilities.

Television and Literature: Numerous TV series and novel sequels expand on Wells’ universe,3.

exploring alternate outcomes and deeper character development.

These adaptations demonstrate the plot’s flexibility and its ability to resonate with audiences across

different eras and cultural contexts.



Final Reflections on the War of the Worlds Plot Summary

The war of the worlds plot summary reveals a complex narrative that transcends simple science fiction

storytelling. H.G. Wells’ work challenges readers to reflect on humanity’s place in the universe and the

potential consequences of unchecked technological and imperial ambition. The story’s balance

between thrilling action and profound thematic inquiry ensures its continued relevance.

By examining the plot’s progression—from initial contact and devastation to the unexpected

resolution—readers gain insight into the novel’s layered narrative structure. The enduring legacy of War

of the Worlds lies not only in its imaginative depiction of alien invasion but also in its incisive critique of

human nature and society.
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The Time Machine, The Island of Dr. Moreau, The Invisible Man, The War of the Worlds, The First
Men in the Moon, The Food of the Gods and The Empire of the Ants, to name a few. For each film,
the author discusses the circumstances surrounding its creation, its plot, how it compares with the
literary work, its production and marketing, and its strengths and weaknesses based on aesthetic
qualities.
  war of the worlds plot summary: A Study Guide for H. G. Wells's "Country of the Blind"
Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for H. G. Wells's Country of the Blind, excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research
needs.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Science-fiction, the Early Years Everett Franklin Bleiler,
1990 In this volume the author describes more than 3000 short stories, novels, and plays with
science fiction elements, from earliest times to 1930. He includes imaginary voyages, utopias,
Victorian boys' books, dime novels, pulp magazine stories, British scientific romances and
mainstream work with science fiction elements. Many of these publications are extremely rare,
surviving in only a handful of copies, and most of them have never been described before.
  war of the worlds plot summary: We Are at War Vitalis Chi. Nwaneri, 2012-10-09 OUR
MISSION IN THESE SIX BOOKS 1.Growing Decline in World Peace We started our long journey in
these six Books with an expression of concern over the growing decline in world peace. Our Mission
throughout our Six Books had therefore focused on our views on how the state of World Peace can
be advanced. 2. Enhancing unity between Christianity and Secularity. We expressed at the
beginning of our first Book that one major source of the growing decline in world peace is the
on-going wars and crises between the Religious and Secular worlds of today. This source of global
crises had been acknowledged in a recent conference of global Religious Leaders held in Assisi at
the invitation of Pope Benedict XVI. The Conference participants resolved unanimously to address
this source of crises in world peace. Global Secular Leaders had also expressed much concern on the
growing decline in world peace. They did so again at the last meeting of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York. 3.Our Mission to contribute to Pope Benedict XVIs New Evangelization In
our view, the recent launching of the New Evangelization by Pope Benedict XVI reflected in part the
resolution of Religious Leaders in the Assisi Conference to find ways of addressing the growing
decline in world peace due partly to Religious conflicts with Secularity across the world. The Pope
called on all Lay members of the Catholic Church and Christians in general to contribute to the
success of the Popes New Evangelization-PCNE. As we expressed throughout our six books, our
mission in these Books is to respond to the call by Pope Benedict XVI. 4. Military and Secular
Perspectives on the Religious and Secular Peace We stated clearly from the start, that our
contribution would reflect on the military and secular aspects of the growing conflicts between
Christianity and Secularity, using the global experience in both sectors by our Author throughout his
career. We had to take these perspectives because we must identify the source, leadership and
strategies in the wars and conflicts between the Religious and Secular worlds . Unless we know the
leaders in the conflicts and their missions we cannot achieve any progress in resolving these wars
and crises and enhance the level of world peace. 5. My Background A few words of introduction on
my background may enable the Reader understand my perspectives in these Books. I started the
project of writing the Books because I am convinced that I can contribute to the PCNE by bringing
my African background in Nigeria, education at the London School of Economics and exposure to
global secular governance through my position as a former Economic Adviser with The U.K.
Government and a Senior Economist at The World Bank. 6. Is anything wro
  war of the worlds plot summary: Animation in Context Mark Collington, 2017-02-09
Animation in Context is an illustrated introduction to cultural theory, contextual research and
critical analysis. By making academic language more accessible, it empowers animators with the
confidence and enthusiasm to engage with theory as a fun, integral, and applied part of the creative



process. Interviews with contemporary industry professionals and academics, student case studies
and a range of practical research exercises, combine to encourage a more versatile approach to
animation practice – from creating storyboards to set designs and soundtracks; as well as developing
virals, 3D zoetropes and projection mapping visuals. Mark Collington focuses on a core selection of
theoretical approaches that shape animation narrative, supported by a broader set of shared
theoretical principles from the worlds of art, design, film and media studies. This discussion is
underpinned by cross-disciplinary thinking on a range of topics including genre, humour, montage
and propaganda. These are applied to the analysis of a range of animated films and projects from
Disney and Animé, to independent artist-filmmakers such as Wendy Tilby, Amanda Forbis and Jerzy
Kucia. These ideas are also applied to other uses of animation such as advertising, sitcom, gaming
and animated documentary.
  war of the worlds plot summary: The War of the Worlds by Herbert George Wells (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2015-12-07 Unlock the more straightforward side of The War of the
Worlds with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of The War of the Worlds by Herbert George Wells, which tells the story of a Martian
invasion on Earth and man’s struggle to fight back and reclaim the planet, presenting the reader
with fundamental questions on human values and man’s place in the universe. This classic piece of
science fiction has never been out of print, showing its exceptional popularity, and it has even
influenced the work of real-life scientists. Wells was a prolific English writer who is often called the
Father of Science Fiction and was nominated for a Nobel Prize in Literature four times, although he
never won. His works have continued to inspire science fiction writers, and many readers continue
to enjoy his enthralling novels today. Find out everything you need to know about The War of the
Worlds in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A
complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  war of the worlds plot summary: Narrative Worlds and the Texture of Time Rosemary
Huisman, 2022-09-30 This book brings together a model of time and a model of language to
generate a new model of narrative, where different stories with different temporalities and
non-chronological modes of sequence can tell of different worlds of human – and non-human –
experience, woven together (the ‘texture of time’) in the one narrative. The work of Gerald Edelman
on consciousness, J.T. Fraser on time, and M.A.K. Halliday on language is introduced; the categories
of systemic functional linguistics are used for detailed analysis of English narrative texts from
different literary periods. A summary chapter gives an overview of previous narrative studies and
theories, with extensive references. Chapters on ‘temporalization’ and ‘spatialization’ of language
contrast the importance of time in narrative texts with the effect of ‘grammatical metaphor’, as
described by M.A.K. Halliday, for scientific discourse. Chapters on prose fiction, poetry and the texts
of digital culture chart changes in the ‘texture of time’ with changes in the social context: ‘narrative
as social semiotic’.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Fiction and Poetry Wendy Wren, 2000 This practical
teacher's resource is for use at KS2/P4-7. It provides structured lesson plans and linked
copymasters, putting the emphasis on direct teaching and clear targets for pupil achievement in
every lesson.
  war of the worlds plot summary: H.G. Wells and All Things Russian Galya Diment,
2019-07-26 H. G. Wells and All Things Russian is a fertile terrain for research and this volume will
be the first to devote itself entirely to the theme. Wells was an astute student of Russian literature,
culture and history, and the Russians, in turn, became eager students of Wells’s views and works.
During the Soviet years, in fact, no significant foreign author was safer for Soviet critics to praise
than H. G. Wells. The reason was obvious. He had met – and largely approved of – Lenin, was a close



friend of the Soviet literary giant Maxim Gorky and, in general, expressed much respect for Russia’s
evolving Communist experiment, even after it fell into Stalin’s hands. While Wells’s attitude towards
the Soviet Union was, nevertheless, often ambivalent, there is definitely nothing ambiguous about
the tremendous influence his works had on Russian literary and cultural life.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Possible Worlds Theory and Counterfactual Historical
Fiction Riyukta Raghunath, 2020-09-10 This book offers a comprehensive Possible Worlds
framework with which to analyse counterfactual historical fiction. Counterfactual historical fiction is
a literary genre that comprises narratives set in worlds whose histories run contrary to the history of
our world, usually speculating on what would have happened had a significant historical event (such
as a war) turned out differently. The author develops a systematic critical approach based on a
customised model of Possible Worlds Theory supplemented by cognitive concepts that account for
the different processes that readers go through when they read counterfactual historical fiction, a
genre which relies heavily on pre-existing knowledge about history and culture. This book will be of
interest to anyone working with Possible Worlds, including within the fields of philosophy, literary
studies, stylistics, cognitive poetics, and narratology.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Bad Girls A. Susan Owen, Leah R. Vande Berg, Sarah R.
Stein, 2007 Bad Girls examines representational practices of film and television stories beginning
with post-Vietnam cinema and ending with postfeminisms and contemporary public disputes over
women in the military. The book explores a diverse range of popular media texts, from the Alien
saga to Ally McBeal and Sex and the City, from The Net and VR5 to Sportsnight and G.I. Jane. The
research is framed as a study of intergenerational tensions in portrayals of women and public
institutions - in careers, governmental service, and interactions with technology. Using iconic texts
and their contexts as a primary focus, this book offers a rhetorical and cultural history of the
tensions between remembering and forgetting in representations of the American feminist
movement between 1979 and 2005. Looking forward, the book sets an agenda for discussion of
gender issues over the next twenty-five years and articulates with authority the manner in which
«transgression» itself has become a site of struggle.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Teaching Big History Richard B. Simon, 2014-12-23 Big
History is a new field on a grand scale: it tells the story of the universe over time through a diverse
range of disciplines that spans cosmology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, evolutionary
biology, anthropology, and archaeology, thereby reconciling traditional human history with
environmental geography and natural history. Weaving the myriad threads of evidence-based human
knowledge into a master narrative that stretches from the beginning of the universe to the present,
the Big History framework helps students make sense of their studies in all disciplines by
illuminating the structures that underlie the universe and the connections among them. Teaching
Big History is a powerful analytic and pedagogical resource, and serves as a comprehensive guide
for teaching Big History, as well for sharing ideas about the subject and planning a curriculum
around it. Readers are also given helpful advice about the administrative and organizational
challenges of instituting a general education program constructed around Big History. The book
includes teaching materials, examples, and detailed sample exercises. This book is also an engaging
first-hand account of how a group of professors built an entire Big History general education
curriculum for first-year students, demonstrating how this thoughtful integration of disciplines
exemplifies liberal education at its best and illustrating how teaching and learning this incredible
story can be transformative for professors and students alike.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Storytelling and the Sciences of Mind David Herman,
2017-02-24 An transdisciplinary exploration of narrative not just as a target for interpretation but
also as a means for making sense of experience itself. With Storytelling and the Sciences of Mind,
David Herman proposes a cross-fertilization between the study of narrative and research on
intelligent behavior. This cross-fertilization goes beyond the simple importing of ideas from the
sciences of mind into scholarship on narrative and instead aims for convergence between work in
narrative studies and research in the cognitive sciences. The book as a whole centers on two



questions: How do people make sense of stories? And: How do people use stories to make sense of
the world? Examining narratives from different periods and across multiple media and genres,
Herman shows how traditions of narrative research can help shape ways of formulating and
addressing questions about intelligent activity, and vice versa. Using case studies that range from
Robert Louis Stevenson's Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde to sequences from The Incredible Hulk comics to
narratives told in everyday interaction, Herman considers storytelling both as a target for
interpretation and as a resource for making sense of experience itself. In doing so, he puts ideas
from narrative scholarship into dialogue with such fields as psycholinguistics, philosophy of mind,
and cognitive, social, and ecological psychology. After exploring ways in which interpreters of
stories can use textual cues to build narrative worlds, or storyworlds, Herman investigates how this
process of narrative worldmaking in turn supports efforts to understand—and engage with—the
conduct of persons, among other aspects of lived experience.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Elizabeth von Arnim Isobel Maddison, 2016-04-29 In the
first book-length treatment of Elizabeth von Arnim's fiction, Isobel Maddison examines her work in
its historical and intellectual contexts, demonstrating that von Arnim's fine comic writing and
complex and compelling narrative style reward close analysis. Organised chronologically and
thematically, Maddison's book is informed by unpublished material from the British and Huntington
Libraries, including correspondence between von Arnim, her publishers and prominent
contemporaries such as H.G. Wells, Bertrand Russell and her cousin Katherine Mansfield -- whose
early modernist prose is seen as indebted to von Arnim's earlier literary influence. Maddison's
exploration of the novelist's critical reception is situated within recent discussions of the
’middlebrow’ and establishes von Arnim as a serious author among her intellectual milieu,
countering the misinformed belief that the author of such novels as Elizabeth and Her German
Garden, The Caravaners, The Pastor's Wife and Vera wrote light-hearted fiction removed from gritty
reality. On the contrary, various strands of socialist thought and von Arnim's wider political beliefs
establish her as a significant author of British anti-invasion literature while weighty social issues
underpin much of her later writing.
  war of the worlds plot summary: Alien Chic Neil Badmington, 2004-08-13 From The War of
the Worlds, Mars Attacks!, Mission to Mars and Independence Day; Neil Badmington explores our
relationship with aliens and how thinkers such as Descartes, Barthes, Freud, Lyotard and Derrida
have conceptualised what it means to be human (and post-human).
  war of the worlds plot summary: The Monthly Review Ralph Griffiths, George Edward
Griffiths, 1765
  war of the worlds plot summary: The Essential Reader's Companion: Star Wars Pablo
Hidalgo, 2012-10-02 THE DEFINITIVE WORD ON STAR WARS FICTION The legendary motion
picture Star Wars has spawned two big-screen sequels and three prequels—and decades of
bestselling fiction. From the original movie tie-in novel through the monumental Fate of the Jedi
series, legions of devoted readers have helped expand science fiction’s most celebrated film saga
into a page-turning print sensation. Now, for the first time, a comprehensive overview of these
sweeping Star Wars adventures is presented in one beautifully illustrated volume. Star Wars: The
Essential Reader’s Companion spans the entire galaxy of published Star Wars fiction—movie
novelizations, original stand alone and series novels, short stories, eBook novellas, young adult titles,
and comics—and features: • a concise synopsis of each story, including key characters and planets •
exclusive behind-the-scenes facts and anecdotes about authors, plot and character development,
continuity notes, and significance in the Star Wars Expanded Universe • details on which novels are
linked to Star Wars comic books from Dark Horse and Marvel • a chronological listing of titles,
spanning the 25,000-year history of the Star Wars universe and placing each story in its proper
context • more than one hundred original paintings throughout by some of fans’ favorite artists
Whether skimming through fateful eras from the Old Republic to the New Jedi Order; delving deep
into the ancient history of the Lost Tribe of the Sith or the tumultuous Clone Wars; crossing
paths—and lightsabers—with Dark Lords such as Plagueis or Bane, Sidious or Vader; helming the



Millennium Falcon with Han Solo; or mastering the Force with Luke Skywalker, this one-of-a-kind,
one-stop reference is a must for fans looking to maximize their knowledge of the sprawling Star
Wars Expanded Universe.
  war of the worlds plot summary: The War of the Worlds by Herbert George Wells (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2015-12-07 Unlock the more straightforward side of The War of the
Worlds with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an
analysis of The War of the Worlds by Herbert George Wells, which tells the story of a Martian
invasion on Earth and man’s struggle to fight back and reclaim the planet, presenting the reader
with fundamental questions on human values and man’s place in the universe. This classic piece of
science fiction has never been out of print, showing its exceptional popularity, and it has even
influenced the work of real-life scientists. Wells was a prolific English writer who is often called the
Father of Science Fiction and was nominated for a Nobel Prize in Literature four times, although he
never won. His works have continued to inspire science fiction writers, and many readers continue
to enjoy his enthralling novels today. Find out everything you need to know about The War of the
Worlds in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A
complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols Why choose
BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to
accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding,
providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of
literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  war of the worlds plot summary: Saturday Review , 1866
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