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Miles Davis So What Analysis: Exploring the Iconic Jazz Masterpiece

miles davis so what analysis opens the door to one of the most influential
pieces in jazz history, a track that has captivated listeners and musicians
alike since its release in 1959. "So What," the opening number on Davis’s
legendary album *Kind of Blue*, stands as a quintessential example of modal
jazz and showcases the genius of Miles Davis and his ensemble. In this deep
dive, we’ll unpack the musical structure, improvisational brilliance, and
cultural impact of "So What," providing a thorough understanding of why this
piece continues to resonate decades later.

Understanding "So What": The Context and
Background

Before delving into the technicalities of the music itself, it’s important to
frame "So What" within its historical and artistic context. Recorded during a
single session in 1959, *Kind of Blue* marked a significant shift in jazz
from bebop’s complex chord changes to a more modal approach. Miles Davis,
along with collaborators like John Coltrane, Cannonball Adderley, and Bill
Evans, embraced modes — scales derived from traditional Western scales but
used in a freer, more exploratory way.

This track was revolutionary because it moved away from rapid chord
progressions and instead focused on scales and melody, allowing improvisers
more freedom and space. The result? A relaxed yet deeply emotive sound that
defined a new era in jazz.

Musical Structure and Modal Harmony in "So
What"

At the heart of any miles davis so what analysis lies its distinctive musical
form. Unlike typical jazz standards that rely heavily on chord changes, "So
What" is built on a modal framework, primarily using the D Dorian mode. This
choice gives the piece its open, airy quality.

The Iconic Call and Response Introduction

The song famously begins with a simple call-and-response bassline, played by
Paul Chambers, followed by the iconic piano chords from Bill Evans. This
introduction sets the tone with a minimalistic, almost hypnotic feel:



- The bass plays a sparse, repeating pattern emphasizing the root note.
- The piano responds with sparse, modal voicings.
- This dialogue creates tension and anticipation, inviting the soloists to
explore the modal landscape.

Modal Scales and Their Impact

"So What" alternates between two modes: D Dorian and E♭ Dorian. The form
follows a 32-bar AABA structure, but instead of complex harmonic shifts, it
simply moves from one mode to another every eight bars. This simplicity
offers a blank canvas for improvisation, encouraging the musicians to focus
on melodic invention rather than complex chord changes.

This approach is a hallmark of modal jazz and is key to understanding the
freedom that defines the piece. The modal harmony shapes the mood, creating a
relaxed but introspective atmosphere that contrasts with the fast-paced bebop
that preceded it.

Improvisation and Solo Analysis

One of the most fascinating elements in any miles davis so what analysis is
the improvisational work by the musicians. Each soloist brings a unique voice
to the modal framework, demonstrating mastery of melodic development and
emotional expression.

Miles Davis’s Trumpet Solo

Davis’s trumpet work on "So What" is a masterclass in restraint and phrasing.
Rather than showcasing technical fireworks, he opts for sparse, lyrical lines
that breathe naturally within the modal backdrop. This solo exemplifies his
"less is more" philosophy, proving that emotional depth often comes from
simplicity and space.

His use of the Dorian mode is both inventive and accessible, with motifs that
evolve subtly over the course of the solo, creating a narrative arc without
overwhelming complexity.

John Coltrane’s Tenor Saxophone Solo

Following Davis, John Coltrane’s solo contrasts in energy and intensity.
Known for his "sheets of sound" technique, Coltrane explores the modal scale
with rapid, cascading runs and complex rhythmic patterns. His solo adds
tension and excitement, pushing the boundaries of the modal form while still



respecting its harmonic simplicity.

Cannonball Adderley’s Alto Saxophone Solo

Cannonball Adderley’s contribution brings a soulful, blues-inflected tone to
the piece. His solo is rhythmically engaging and melodically inventive,
balancing technical prowess with emotional warmth. This adds yet another
layer of texture to the collective improvisation that defines "So What."

Rhythm Section’s Role: Keeping the Groove Alive

While the soloists often take the spotlight in a miles davis so what
analysis, the rhythm section’s contribution is equally vital. Paul Chambers
(bass), Jimmy Cobb (drums), and Bill Evans (piano) create a foundation that
is both steady and fluid.

- **Bass:** Chambers anchors the modal changes with a simple yet effective
bassline, signaling the shift between D Dorian and E♭ Dorian modes.
- **Drums:** Jimmy Cobb’s drumming is understated but highly responsive,
using subtle cymbal work and light snare accents to keep the momentum without
overpowering the soloists.
- **Piano:** Bill Evans’s comping provides harmonic color and support, using
delicate voicings that complement the modal textures and interact with the
soloists dynamically.

Together, the rhythm section crafts a spacious, swinging environment that
encourages exploration and interplay.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of "So What"

Beyond its technical brilliance, "So What" has had a profound influence on
jazz and popular music. It helped popularize modal jazz, inspiring countless
musicians and changing how jazz improvisation was approached. The tune’s
accessibility also made it a gateway for new audiences, introducing many to
the genre’s deeper emotional and intellectual possibilities.

In jazz education, "So What" is often one of the first tunes students study
due to its clear form and modal structure. It teaches improvisers how to
build solos melodically within a modal context, making it a timeless learning
tool.

Moreover, the track’s cool, laid-back vibe has permeated popular culture,
appearing in films, commercials, and covers by artists across genres. Its
influence extends far beyond the jazz world, highlighting the universal
appeal of Miles Davis’s musical vision.



Tips for Musicians Studying "So What"

For those looking to dive deeper into miles davis so what analysis from a
practical perspective, here are some useful tips:

Focus on modal scales: Spend time practicing the Dorian mode and
shifting smoothly between modes to get comfortable with the tonal
palette of "So What."

Listen to the original recording: Pay close attention to the interaction
between soloists and rhythm section to understand the conversational
nature of the piece.

Emphasize space and phrasing: Notice how Miles Davis uses silence and
pauses to create tension and release, rather than playing continuously.

Experiment with call and response: Try recreating the opening bass and
piano motif to internalize the tune’s iconic motif.

Improvise within the modal framework: Practice creating motifs and
developing them over time, focusing on melodic development rather than
fast runs.

These strategies can help musicians not only master "So What" but also deepen
their understanding of modal jazz.

Exploring miles davis so what analysis reveals a piece that is both
deceptively simple and endlessly complex. It’s a testament to Miles Davis’s
innovation and artistic vision, inviting listeners and performers alike to
experience jazz as a living, breathing conversation. As you immerse yourself
in this masterpiece, you’ll discover layers of nuance and inspiration that
continue to influence music today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Miles Davis's 'So What'
in jazz history?
Miles Davis's 'So What' is considered a seminal work in modal jazz, marking a
departure from traditional chord-based improvisation to a focus on scales and
modes, which allowed for greater creative freedom in jazz performance.



How does the structure of 'So What' contribute to
its iconic sound?
'So What' follows a 32-bar AABA form with a distinct call-and-response bass
line and piano riff. Its simplicity and modal structure create a spacious and
open sound that became a hallmark of the modal jazz style.

What modes are used in 'So What' and how do they
influence the composition?
The composition primarily uses the D Dorian mode for the A sections and the
E♭ Dorian mode for the B section. These modes provide a minor tonality with a
smooth, contemplative mood, allowing soloists to explore melodic ideas
without complex chord changes.

How does Miles Davis's trumpet playing on 'So What'
exemplify modal jazz?
Miles Davis employs a lyrical and restrained trumpet style on 'So What,'
focusing on melodic development within the modal framework rather than fast,
virtuosic runs, which highlights the emotional depth and subtlety of modal
jazz.

What role does the rhythm section play in 'So What'?
The rhythm section, including piano, bass, and drums, maintains a steady,
understated groove that supports the modal framework. The bass introduces the
iconic two-note motif, while the drums provide subtle, dynamic interplay,
creating a relaxed yet engaging foundation.

How did 'So What' influence future jazz musicians
and compositions?
'So What' inspired countless jazz musicians to explore modal improvisation,
leading to new harmonic approaches and expanded expressive possibilities in
jazz. It paved the way for albums like John Coltrane's 'A Love Supreme' and
influenced genres beyond jazz.

What is the importance of the iconic opening bass
line in 'So What'?
The opening bass line is a simple, two-note motif that sets the modal
tonality and groove of the piece. It acts as a musical call that introduces
the theme and establishes the modal context, making it one of the most
recognizable bass lines in jazz.



How does 'So What' reflect the collaboration between
Miles Davis and other musicians on 'Kind of Blue'?
'So What' showcases the synergy between Miles Davis and his ensemble,
including John Coltrane and Cannonball Adderley. Their interplay and
improvisational dialogue within the modal framework highlight the
collaborative spirit and innovative approach that defined 'Kind of Blue.'

Additional Resources
Miles Davis So What Analysis: Unpacking a Jazz Milestone

miles davis so what analysis invites a deep dive into one of the most iconic
compositions in jazz history. Featured on Davis’s landmark 1959 album *Kind
of Blue*, “So What” epitomizes modal jazz and represents a pivotal moment in
the evolution of the genre. This analysis explores the track’s musical
structure, innovative elements, and its lasting influence on jazz and beyond,
contextualizing why “So What” remains a subject of study and admiration among
musicians, critics, and enthusiasts alike.

Historical Context and Significance

“So What” emerged during a period of significant transformation in jazz.
Prior to this, much of jazz was rooted in complex chord progressions and
bebop’s fast-paced harmonic shifts. Miles Davis, however, sought simplicity
and freedom through modal jazz, relying on scales or “modes” rather than
traditional chord changes. This approach allowed for greater improvisational
liberty and a fresh sonic palette.

Recorded in 1959, *Kind of Blue* became a critical and commercial success,
with “So What” as its opening track setting the tone. The album’s
lineup—featuring John Coltrane, Cannonball Adderley, Bill Evans, Paul
Chambers, and Jimmy Cobb—was a veritable dream team, each bringing a unique
voice to the modal framework Davis envisioned.

Musical Structure and Innovation

At its core, “So What” is built around a simple call-and-response bass line
and a two-chord modal structure, alternating between D Dorian and E♭ Dorian
modes. This minimal harmonic foundation is revolutionary in its contrast to
the dense chord changes prevalent in earlier jazz.



Modal Jazz Foundation

The use of modes rather than complex chords is the defining characteristic of
“So What.” The Dorian mode, a minor scale with a raised sixth, gives the
piece its distinctive modal color. The bass line, famously played by Paul
Chambers, introduces the tune with a memorable “so what” riff that
immediately establishes the modal context. This minimalism invites melodic
exploration, encouraging soloists to focus on tonal color and phrasing over
navigating rapid chord changes.

Call-and-Response Form

“So What” employs a call-and-response structure between the bass and piano at
the outset, creating a conversational dynamic that sets up the
improvisations. This interplay not only establishes mood but also signals the
modal shifts, guiding the listener through the harmonic landscape with
clarity and elegance.

Improvisational Approach

The solos on “So What” highlight the modal concept’s flexibility. Miles
Davis’s trumpet playing is characterized by lyrical phrasing and space,
emphasizing melody rather than technical display. John Coltrane’s tenor
saxophone solo, in contrast, introduces more complex rhythmic and harmonic
ideas, demonstrating how modal frameworks can support diverse improvisational
styles. Cannonball Adderley’s alto saxophone adds a soulful, blues-inflected
tone, further enriching the track’s texture.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The sextet’s arrangement on “So What” is deceptively simple yet highly
effective. Each instrument occupies a distinct role that contributes to the
overall mood and structure of the piece.

Trumpet (Miles Davis): Leads with a restrained, melodic approach,
prioritizing emotional expression over technical virtuosity.

Alto Saxophone (Cannonball Adderley): Provides rhythmic vitality and
bluesy inflections, complementing Davis’s trumpet.

Tenor Saxophone (John Coltrane): Offers exploratory and intense
improvisations pushing modal boundaries.



Piano (Bill Evans): Supports with subtle comping and modal voicings,
enhancing the harmonic texture.

Bass (Paul Chambers): Anchors the piece with the iconic bass line and
modal foundation.

Drums (Jimmy Cobb): Maintains a light, swinging rhythm that propels the
music without overpowering.

This ensemble synergy creates a spacious soundscape that invites listeners
into the modal world Davis crafted, emphasizing mood and atmosphere over
technical complexity.

Comparative Impact and Legacy

When analyzing “So What,” it’s essential to consider its place within both
Miles Davis’s oeuvre and the broader jazz canon. Compared to earlier bebop
compositions, “So What” marked a shift toward minimalism and modal
exploration. This approach influenced contemporaries and generations of
musicians who sought alternatives to chord-heavy improvisation.

Influence on Jazz and Other Genres

“So What” and *Kind of Blue* inspired countless jazz musicians to explore
modal jazz, altering improvisational language and compositional methods.
Artists like Herbie Hancock, Wayne Shorter, and McCoy Tyner drew from this
modal approach in their work. Beyond jazz, the piece’s modal simplicity and
atmospheric qualities have found resonance in rock, fusion, and even
classical music, demonstrating its cross-genre appeal.

Technical Analysis: Pros and Cons

Pros:

Innovative modal structure allowing freedom in improvisation.

Memorable bass line anchoring the piece.

Balanced ensemble dynamics fostering a cohesive sound.

Timeless appeal due to simplicity and emotional depth.



Cons:

May appear simplistic to listeners accustomed to complex harmonies.

Potentially limited harmonic progression could challenge some
improvisers.

These aspects highlight how “So What” balances innovation with accessibility,
making it both a challenging and rewarding piece for musicians and listeners.

Production Quality and Recording Techniques

The recording of “So What” at Columbia’s 30th Street Studio is notable for
its clarity and warmth. Producer Teo Macero and engineer Fred Plaut captured
the sextet’s performance with minimal overdubs, preserving the spontaneity
and intimacy of the session. The analog recording techniques of the era
contributed to the track’s organic sound, emphasizing the natural acoustic
qualities of the instruments.

This production choice aligns with the modal jazz ethos—allowing space and
nuance to shine through without excessive studio manipulation.

Why “So What” Endures

The enduring popularity of “So What” stems from its blend of simplicity and
sophistication. The piece invites repeated listening, as subtle nuances in
phrasing, dynamics, and interaction reveal themselves over time. Its modal
framework opened new avenues for jazz improvisation, influencing countless
artists and reshaping modern jazz’s trajectory.

Moreover, “So What” encapsulates a moment when jazz embraced innovation
without sacrificing emotional resonance, a testament to Miles Davis’s
visionary leadership and the collective artistry of his band.

In exploring “So What,” listeners engage not only with a landmark composition
but also with a profound statement on musical creativity, collaboration, and
evolution. This analysis underscores how a seemingly simple tune can embody
complex ideas and continue to inspire decades after its creation.
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  miles davis so what analysis: So What John Szwed, 2012-05-31 Miles Davis was one of the
crucial influences in the development of modern jazz. His Kind of Blue is an automatic inclusion in
any critic's list of the great jazz albums, the one record people who own no other jazz records
possess, and still sells 250,000 copies a year in the US alone. But Miles regularly changed styles,
leaving his inimitable impact on many forms of jazz, whether he created them or simply developed
the work of others, from modal jazz to be-bop, his seminal quintet and his big-band work, to the jazz
funk experiments of later years. Miles not only knew and worked with everyone who was anyone in
jazz, from Coltrane to Monk, he was a friend of Sartre's, lover of Juliette Greco and musical
collaborator with musicians who ranged from Stockhausen to Hendrix. John Swzed is uniquely
well-qualified to do justice to Miles, both in terms of his impact on jazz, and as one of the great Black
Americans: as political figure, icon and archetypal cool dude. His book fills in the gaps left by
myth-making about Miles' life - both by Miles himself and by his previous biographers - telling the
story of his childhood, his depressions and his relationship with heroin as well as the more familiar
public career.
  miles davis so what analysis: Music Theory Unveiled: A Harmonic and Theoretical
Exploration of Contemporary Soundscapes Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-14 Music Theory
Unveiled: A Harmonic and Theoretical Exploration of Contemporary Soundscapes is the definitive
guide to contemporary music theory, providing a comprehensive and accessible exploration of the
fundamental concepts and advanced techniques that underpin modern music. Designed for
musicians, composers, students, and enthusiasts alike, this book empowers readers to unlock the
secrets of creating and appreciating great music. Through engaging and in-depth explanations,
Music Theory Unveiled: A Harmonic and Theoretical Exploration of Contemporary Soundscapes
delves into the elements of music, including melodies, harmonies, rhythms, and textures, revealing
how these elements interact to create cohesive and expressive compositions. Readers will gain a
deeper understanding of chord progressions, scales, and modes, as well as the intricacies of
counterpoint and harmonic analysis. The book also explores extended chords, altered dominants,
and jazz harmony, providing insights into the innovative techniques employed by modern composers.
Additionally, it delves into the art of form and structure, offering valuable insights into how musical
pieces are organized and developed. With a focus on practical applications, Music Theory Unveiled:
A Harmonic and Theoretical Exploration of Contemporary Soundscapes guides readers through the
process of applying music theory to composition, improvisation, arranging, and music production.
Through clear and concise instructions, readers will learn how to transform their musical ideas into
tangible creations, expressing themselves through the universal language of music. Written in an
accessible and engaging style, Music Theory Unveiled: A Harmonic and Theoretical Exploration of
Contemporary Soundscapes is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of
contemporary music theory. Whether you are a seasoned musician or just beginning your musical
journey, this book will provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to unlock your musical
potential and create music that resonates with your soul. If you like this book, write a review on
google books!
  miles davis so what analysis: Analysis of Jazz Laurent Cugny, 2019-03-20 Analysis of Jazz: A
Comprehensive Approach, originally published in French as Analyser le jazz, is available here in
English for the first time. In this groundbreaking volume, Laurent Cugny examines and connects the
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theoretical and methodological processes that underlie all of jazz. Jazz in all its forms has been
researched and analyzed by performers, scholars, and critics, and Analysis of Jazz is required
reading for any serious study of jazz; but not just musicians and musicologists analyze jazz. All
listeners are analysts to some extent. Listening is an active process; it may not involve questioning
but it always involves remembering, comparing, and listening again. This book is for anyone who
attentively listens to and wants to understand jazz. Divided into three parts, the book focuses on the
work of jazz, analytical parameters, and analysis. In part one, Cugny aims at defining what a jazz
work is precisely, offering suggestions based on the main features of definition and structure. Part
two he dedicates to the analytical parameters of jazz in which a work is performed: harmony,
rhythm, form, sound, and melody. Part three takes up the analysis of jazz itself, its history, issues of
transcription, and the nature of improvised solos. In conclusion, Cugny addresses the issues of
interpretation to reflect on the goals of analysis with regard to understanding the history of jazz and
the different cultural backgrounds in which it takes place. Analysis of Jazz presents a detailed
inventory of theoretical tools and issues necessary for understanding jazz.
  miles davis so what analysis: Dur versus Moll Stefan Keym, Hans-Joachim Hinrichsen,
2020-04-06 Die Polarität der beiden Tongeschlechter Dur und Moll zählt zu den Grundlagen der
europäischen Musik der Neuzeit. Wie kaum ein anderer Aspekt des Tonsatzes wird sie mit einer
festen semantischen Konnotation verbunden. Demzufolge drückt Dur positive Gehalte aus (Freude,
Triumph), Moll hingegen negative (Trauer, Tragik). Da Dur und Moll - anders als etwa einzelne
Tonarten oder Modi - beim Musikhören leicht zu identifizieren sind, hat diese Konnotation die
semantische Codierung und Deutung von Musik über Jahrhunderte hinweg maßgeblich geprägt. Die
Autorinnen und Autoren dieses Bandes zeichnen die Geschichte der Semantik von Dur und Moll von
den Anfängen im 15. Jahrhundert über die systematische Etablierung des Gegensatzes im Laufe des
18. Jahrhunderts und seine vielfältigen Abstufungen im 19. Jahrhundert bis zur ambivalenten
Rezeption in der Avantgarde- und Popularmusik der Gegenwart nach.
  miles davis so what analysis: Miles Davis Clarence Bernard Henry, 2017-08-15 This research
and information guide provides a wide range of scholarship on the life, career, and musical legacy of
Miles Davis, and is compiled for an interdisciplinary audience of scholars in jazz and popular music,
musicology, and cultural studies. It serves as an excellent tool for librarians, researchers, and
scholars sorting through the massive amount of material in the field.
  miles davis so what analysis: Interaction, Improvisation, and Interplay in Jazz Robert Hodson,
2007-01-18 Interaction, Improvisation, and Interplay in Jazz Performance offers a new and exciting
way to listen to and understand jazz. When describing a performance, most jazz writers focus on the
improvised lines of the soloist and their underlying harmonic progressions. This approach overlooks
the basic fact that when you listen to jazz, you almost never hear a single line, but rather a musical
fabric woven by several musicians in real time. While it is often pragmatic to single out an individual
solo line, it is important to remember that an improvised solo is but one thread in that fabric; and it
is a thread supported by, responded to, and responsive of the parts being played by the other
musicians in the group. Interaction, Improvisation, and Interplay in Jazz Performance explores the
process of player interaction in jazz, and the role this interaction plays in creating improvised music,
including: jazz improvisation through theory and analysis musical roles, behaviours and relationships
harmony, interaction and performance Interaction, Improvisation, and Interplay in Jazz Performance
will appeal to students of jazz history, composition, and performance, as well as to the general jazz
audience.
  miles davis so what analysis: The Big Think Book Peter Cave, 2015-10-01 What makes me,
me – and you, you? What is this thing called ‘love’? Does life have a point? Is ‘no’ the right answer to
this question? Philosophy transports us from the wonderful to the weird, from the funny to the very
serious indeed. With the aid of tall stories, jokes, fascinating insights and common sense, Peter Cave
offers a comprehensive survey of all areas of philosophy, addressing the big puzzles in ethics and
politics, metaphysics and knowledge, religion and the emotions, aesthetics and logic. Replete with a
smorgasbord of amusing and mind-boggling examples, The Big Think Book is perfect for anyone who



delights in life’s conundrums.
  miles davis so what analysis: Teaching Music Improvisation with Technology Michael
Fein, 2017-02-03 This book illustrates how technology can be used to support improvisational
growth and musical development in the practice room and music classroom. Hands-on technology
activities guide the reader through the basic mechanics of improvising and the essential music
theory elements needed to improvise and teach improvisation.
  miles davis so what analysis: Creative Jazz Improvisation Scott Reeves, Tom Walsh,
2022-08-19 The leading textbook in jazz improvisation, Creative Jazz Improvisation, Fifth Edition
represents a compendium of knowledge and practice resources for the university classroom, suitable
for all musicians looking to develop and sharpen their soloing skills. Logically organized and guided
by a philosophy that encourages creativity, this book presents practical advice beyond the
theoretical, featuring exercises in twelve keys, ear training and keyboard drills, a comprehensive
catalog of relevant songs to learn, and a wide range of solo transcriptions, each transposed for C,
Bb, Eb, and bass clef instruments. Chapters highlight discussions of jazz theory - covering topics
such as major scale modes, forms, chord substitutions, melodic minor modes, diminished and
whole-tone modes, pentatonic scales, intervallic improvisation, free improvisation, and more - while
featuring updated content throughout on the nuts and bolts of learning to improvise. New to the
Fifth Edition: Co-author Tom Walsh Additional solo transcriptions featuring the work of female and
Latino jazz artists A new chapter, “Odd Meters” A robust companion website featuring additional
exercises, ear training, play-along tracks, tunes, call and response tracks, keyboard voicings, and
transcriptions, alongside Spotify and YouTube links to many of the featured solos Rooted in an
understanding that there is no one right way to learn jazz, Creative Jazz Improvisation, Fifth Edition
explores the means and methods for developing one’s jazz vocabulary and improvisational
techniques.
  miles davis so what analysis: Personality, Individual Differences and Intelligence John
Maltby, Liz Day, Ann Macaskill, 2007 Highly engaging and lively in presentation, this thought
provoking text introduces students to the major theories, methods, research findings and debates in
Personality, Individual Differences and Intelligence.
  miles davis so what analysis: Jazz Pedagogy, for Teachers and Students David Baker,
2005-05-03 This volume was the first published jazz teaching method. One of America's greatest
musician-teachers, David Baker, shows how to develop jazz courses and jazz ensembles, with lesson
plans, rehearsal techniques, practice suggestions, improvisational ideas, and ideas for school and
private teachers and students.
  miles davis so what analysis: Jazz Pedagogy David Baker, 1979 This volume was the first
published jazz teaching method. One of America's greatest musician-teachers, David Baker, shows
how to develop jazz courses and jazz ensembles, with lesson plans, rehearsal techniques, practice
suggestions, improvisational ideas, and ideas for school and private teachers and students.
  miles davis so what analysis: A Theory For All Music: Book Four Kenneth P. Langer,
2018-01-08 A Theory For All Music describes ways to more deeply understand the music of all
cultures and traditions through the study and use of musical parameters. Book Three develops an
understanding of the parameters of music and how to use them in a detailed analysis of music.
  miles davis so what analysis: The Musical World of J.J. Johnson Joshua Berrett, Louis G.
Bourgois III, 2001-12-18 This ebook is now available from Bloomsbury Academic. Bloomsbury
Academic publish acclaimed resources for undergraduate and postgraduate courses, as well as the
general reader, across a broad range of subjects including Archaeology, Art & Visual Culture,
Biblical Studies, Business & Management, Drama & Performance Studies, Economics, Education,
Film & Media, History, Linguistics, Literary Studies, Music & Sound Studies, Philosophy, Politics &
International Relations, Psychology, Religious Studies, Social Work & Social Welfare, Sociology,
Study Skills, Theology, and Wellbeing, Health & Lifestyle. Visit bloomsbury.com for more
information.
  miles davis so what analysis: After Django Tom Perchard, 2015-01-12 How did French



musicians and critics interpret jazz--that quintessentially American music--in the mid-twentieth
century? How far did players reshape what they learned from records and visitors into more local
jazz forms, and how did the music figure in those angry debates that so often suffused French
cultural and political life? After Django begins with the famous interwar triumphs of Josephine Baker
and Django Reinhardt, but, for the first time, the focus here falls on the French jazz practices of the
postwar era. The work of important but neglected French musicians such as Andr Hodeir and
Barney Wilen is examined in depth, as are native responses to Americans such as Miles Davis and
Thelonious Monk. The book provides an original intertwining of musical and historical narrative,
supported by extensive archival work; in clear and compelling prose, Perchard describes the
problematic efforts towards aesthetic assimilation and transformation made by those concerned with
jazz in fact and in idea, listening to the music as it sounded in discourses around local identity, art,
1968 radicalism, social democracy, and post colonial politics.
  miles davis so what analysis: Jazz Eddie S. Meadows, 2013-10-23 Jazz: Research and
Pedagogy is the third edition of an annotated bibliography to books, recordings, videos, and websites
in the field of jazz. Since the publication of the 2nd edition in 1995, the quantity and quality of books
on jazz research, performance, and teaching materials have increased. Although the 1995 book was
the most comprehensive annotated jazz bibliography published to that date, several books on
research, performance, and teaching materials were omitted. In addition, given the proliferation of
new books in all jazz areas since 1995, the need for a new, comprehensive, and annotated reference
book on jazz is apparent. Multiply indexed, this book will serve as an excellent tool for librarians,
researchers, and scholars in sorting through the massive amount of new material that has appeared
in the field over the last decade.
  miles davis so what analysis: Walk With Me Awhile M. Scott Campbell, 2011-03 An intimate
portrait of many of my best works from the last two decades: a collection of essays, pictures, lyrics
and poetry... The essays range all across the philosophical wheel: a math proof attempt, discussions
on metaphysics, sub-atomic physics, spirituality, sexuality, the dreaded modal fallacy, metaphor
theory, social protest theory, music theory, cognition theory, consumerism, literature reviews,
Project Management, Burkean pentad theory, visual censorship, and, well, many, many more... The
Poems are, as many of you might realize, fairly fluid and abstract -- and speak truths from my heart
and soul. Caveats: 1. I have been known to use the F word in some of my poetry -- just sayin', you
have been warned... 2. Some of my essays are extremely controversial, as I tend to kick the elephant
in the middle of the room from time to time... This would be a fantastic piece to set on your coffee
table (unless, of course, you expect young children of a reading age to wander through
unattended)...
  miles davis so what analysis: In Concert Philip Auslander, 2021-01-04 The conventional way
of understanding what musicians do as performers is to treat them as producers of sound; some
even argue that it is unnecessary to see musicians in performance as long as one can hear them. But
musical performance, counters Philip Auslander, is also a social interaction between musicians and
their audiences, appealing as much to the eye as to the ear. In Concert: Performing Musical Persona
he addresses not only the visual means by which musicians engage their audiences through costume
and physical gesture, but also spectacular aspects of performance such as light shows. Although
musicians do not usually enact fictional characters on stage, they nevertheless present themselves to
audiences in ways specific to the performance situation. Auslander’s term to denote the musician’s
presence before the audience is musical persona. While presence of a musical persona may be most
obvious within rock and pop music, the book’s analysis extends to classical music, jazz, blues,
country, electronic music, laptop performance, and music made with experimental digital interfaces.
The eclectic group of performers discussed include the Beatles, Miles Davis, Keith Urban, Lady
Gaga, Nicki Minaj, Frank Zappa, B. B. King, Jefferson Airplane, Virgil Fox, Keith Jarrett, Glenn
Gould, and Laurie Anderson.
  miles davis so what analysis: Pitch Class Hierarchies in Miles Davis' »So What«:
Reconsidering Modal Jazz Improvisation with Computer-based Analysis Tools Martin



Pfleiderer, Wolf-Georg Zaddach, Klaus Frieler, 2016
  miles davis so what analysis: New Directions in Music and Human-Computer Interaction
Simon Holland, Tom Mudd, Katie Wilkie-McKenna, Andrew McPherson, Marcelo M. Wanderley,
2019-02-06 Computing is transforming how we interact with music. New theories and new
technologies have emerged that present fresh challenges and novel perspectives for researchers and
practitioners in music and human-computer interaction (HCI). In this collection, the interdisciplinary
field of music interaction is considered from multiple viewpoints: designers, interaction researchers,
performers, composers, audiences, teachers and learners, dancers and gamers. The book comprises
both original research in music interaction and reflections from leading researchers and
practitioners in the field. It explores a breadth of HCI perspectives and methodologies: from
universal approaches to situated research within particular cultural and aesthetic contexts.
Likewise, it is musically diverse, from experimental to popular, classical to folk, including tango,
laptop orchestras, composition and free improvisation.
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