
the art of political murder
The Art of Political Murder: Understanding Its Dark Intricacies

the art of political murder is a chilling phrase that evokes images of shadowy conspiracies,
clandestine operations, and the brutal elimination of rivals in the corridors of power. While the
concept may sound like something out of a spy thriller or political drama, political assassination has
been a grim reality throughout human history. Far from being random acts of violence, these
murders are often calculated, strategic, and deeply intertwined with the struggle for control,
influence, and ideology. To truly grasp the complexities of the art of political murder, it’s essential to
explore its historical context, motivations, methods, and the lasting impacts on societies and
governments.

The Historical Context of Political Assassination

Political assassination is not a new phenomenon. Its roots dig deep into the annals of history, from
the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BCE to the more recent killings of prominent figures like
John F. Kennedy and Benazir Bhutto. Throughout history, political murder has served as a tool to
disrupt, destabilize, or reshape power structures.

Why Political Murder Has Endured Through Ages

What makes political murder persist is its effectiveness as a form of political expression and a
method to achieve goals that conventional means cannot. When political dialogue fails or is
suppressed, assassination becomes a drastic way to remove obstacles. Moreover, in authoritarian
regimes or volatile political climates, eliminating opposition figures can be perceived as a way to
maintain control or send a message of deterrence.

Motivations Behind Political Murder

Understanding why political murders occur requires delving into the motivations behind them.
These motivations can be complex and multifaceted, often intertwined with ideology, personal
vendettas, or geopolitical strategy.

Power Struggles and Regime Change

One of the most common reasons for political assassination is the elimination of rivals who threaten
the existing power structure. Whether it’s an ambitious general, a popular politician, or an
influential activist, removing such individuals can pave the way for regime change or consolidate
power within a faction.



Ideological Extremism and Terrorism

Political murder can also be driven by extremist ideologies. Terrorist organizations and radical
groups sometimes resort to assassination to further their cause, intimidate opponents, or provoke
governmental overreach that might rally public support for their agenda.

Foreign Intervention and Proxy Conflicts

International politics often plays a significant role in the art of political murder. Foreign
governments may orchestrate or support assassinations to influence the political landscape of rival
nations. Proxy conflicts, especially during Cold War-era, frequently saw targeted killings used as
tools of covert warfare.

Methods and Tactics in the Art of Political Murder

While the motivations may vary, the methods used in political assassinations often share common
characteristics: secrecy, precision, and psychological impact.

Traditional Methods

Historically, political murders have been carried out through firearms, poison, or close-quarter
attacks. The choice of method frequently reflects the assassin’s intent—whether to make a public
statement or to remove the target quietly.

Modern Techniques and Technology

In recent decades, advances in technology have introduced new methods to the art of political
murder. From remote-controlled explosives and sniper rifles to cyber warfare and drone strikes,
assassins now have a broader arsenal. The use of chemical or biological agents, as seen in some
high-profile poisonings, adds another layer of complexity and deniability.

Psychological Warfare and Symbolism

Political murder is often designed not only to eliminate a person but also to send a powerful
message. The timing, location, and manner of the assassination can be symbolic, aiming to instill
fear, undermine confidence in leadership, or rally supporters.



The Aftermath and Impact of Political Assassinations

The consequences of political murder ripple far beyond the immediate death of an individual. They
can reshape nations, provoke wars, or alter the course of history.

Political Instability and Power Vacuums

The sudden removal of a political figure can create a vacuum that destabilizes governments. This
often leads to infighting, coups, or civil unrest, which can last for years and cause widespread
suffering.

Martyrdom and Legacy

Sometimes, political murder backfires on the perpetrators by turning the victim into a martyr. This
phenomenon can galvanize movements, inspire resistance, and immortalize the individual’s ideals.

Legal and Ethical Dilemmas

Political murder raises profound questions about justice, accountability, and morality. Governments
and international bodies face challenges in investigating such crimes, especially when state actors
are involved. The blurred lines between espionage, warfare, and terrorism complicate efforts to
uphold the rule of law.

Recognizing and Preventing Political Assassinations

Given the devastating impact of political murder, understanding how to recognize warning signs and
implement preventive measures is crucial for maintaining political stability.

Intelligence and Security Measures

Effective intelligence gathering and security protocols are essential to protecting vulnerable political
figures. This includes monitoring threats, securing communication channels, and employing
protective details.

Promoting Political Dialogue and Inclusivity

Addressing the root causes of political violence—such as exclusion, oppression, and inequality—can
reduce the likelihood of assassination attempts. Encouraging open political dialogue and democratic



processes helps channel dissent into peaceful avenues.

International Cooperation

Since political murder often involves cross-border elements, international collaboration is vital.
Sharing intelligence, applying diplomatic pressure, and enforcing sanctions against perpetrators can
serve as deterrents.

The Complex Legacy of the Art of Political Murder

Exploring the art of political murder reveals a dark but intriguing aspect of political history and
human nature. While it remains a tool of power, fear, and control, it also reflects broader societal
issues like corruption, injustice, and the struggle for freedom. Recognizing these complexities helps
us understand not only the mechanics of political assassination but also the urgent need to foster
environments where dialogue and democracy can thrive without the shadow of violence.

In the end, the art of political murder is a stark reminder of the lengths to which individuals and
groups will go to shape the destiny of nations. Though it remains a grim chapter in political affairs,
studying its nuances equips us with the knowledge to better prevent such tragedies and promote a
more peaceful political landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Art of Political Murder' about?
'The Art of Political Murder' is a non-fiction book by Francisco Goldman that investigates the 1998
murder of Guatemalan Bishop Juan José Gerardi, exploring the political violence and corruption in
Guatemala.

Who was Bishop Juan José Gerardi?
Bishop Juan José Gerardi was a prominent Guatemalan human rights advocate whose murder in
1998 shocked the nation and highlighted the dangers faced by activists during Guatemala's civil
conflict.

Why is 'The Art of Political Murder' significant in
understanding political violence?
'The Art of Political Murder' provides an in-depth look at how political assassinations are used as
tools of repression and the challenges of seeking justice in corrupt or violent political environments.



Has 'The Art of Political Murder' been adapted into other
media?
Yes, 'The Art of Political Murder' has been adapted into a documentary film that further explores the
investigation of Bishop Gerardi's murder and its broader political implications.

What impact did Bishop Gerardi's murder have on Guatemalan
society?
His murder exposed the deep-rooted issues of impunity and human rights abuses in Guatemala,
sparking national and international calls for justice and reforms.

Who is Francisco Goldman, the author of 'The Art of Political
Murder'?
Francisco Goldman is an American novelist and journalist known for his investigative reporting on
Latin America, including his detailed work on the political climate in Guatemala.

How does 'The Art of Political Murder' contribute to
discussions on human rights?
The book sheds light on the risks faced by human rights defenders and the systemic obstacles to
justice, emphasizing the importance of accountability in preventing political violence.

Additional Resources
The Art of Political Murder: An Analytical Exploration

the art of political murder is a chilling phrase that encapsulates a dark facet of political power
struggles throughout history. Often shrouded in secrecy and conspiracy, political assassinations
have shaped the destinies of nations, altered political landscapes, and served as grim tools for
silencing dissent or consolidating authority. This article delves into the complexities of political
murder, exploring its motivations, methods, historical significance, and the broader implications on
governance and society.

Understanding the Concept of Political Murder

Political murder refers to the premeditated killing of individuals for political reasons. Unlike
common homicide, political assassinations carry symbolic weight, aimed at weakening opposition,
intimidating populations, or triggering regime changes. The art of political murder is not merely
about the act of killing; it involves strategic planning, psychological manipulation, and often, a
calculated use of propaganda post-event.

Political murders have been a persistent feature across different regimes—from authoritarian states
to fragile democracies. They often serve as instruments of fear and control, executed by state actors,



rebel groups, or clandestine organizations. The motivations behind such acts are varied, including
eliminating rivals, preventing political reforms, or retaliating against opposition forces.

Historical Context and Notable Cases

Throughout history, political murders have left indelible marks on global politics. The assassination
of Julius Caesar in 44 BC is one of the earliest recorded examples, signaling power struggles within
the Roman Republic. Fast forward to the 20th century, the assassinations of figures like Archduke
Franz Ferdinand, whose death ignited World War I, and John F. Kennedy, which triggered
widespread conspiracy theories, reveal the far-reaching consequences of political killings.

In more recent times, the murder of Benazir Bhutto, former Prime Minister of Pakistan, highlighted
the precariousness of political life in volatile regions. Similarly, the assassination of dissident
journalist Jamal Khashoggi exposed the dangerous intersection of political power and the
suppression of free speech. These cases underscore the global nature of political murder and its
evolution with modern technology and media scrutiny.

The Mechanics and Methods Behind Political Murders

The art of political murder is as much about method as it is about motive. Historically, assassinations
have ranged from direct shootings and poisonings to orchestrated accidents and bombings. The
choice of method often reflects the assassin's access, the political environment, and the intended
message.

Common Methods Employed

Firearms: The most immediate and visible method, firearms offer quick execution but can
leave witnesses and forensic evidence.

Poisoning: Subtle and often difficult to detect, poisoning has been favored for its stealth and
ability to mimic natural causes.

Explosives: Used in high-profile attacks or to target multiple individuals, explosives carry the
added effect of public terror.

Staged Accidents: Disguised as natural or accidental deaths, these murders complicate
investigations and provide plausible deniability.

Cyber-Assassination: While not a physical method, recent political murders incorporate
cyber warfare to destabilize opponents indirectly.

Each method carries advantages and risks. For example, while firearms may leave ballistic evidence,



poison allows assassins to avoid direct confrontation but requires access to the target’s
environment. The selection of technique often reflects the sophistication of the perpetrators and the
political stakes involved.

Psychological and Societal Implications

The ramifications of political murder extend beyond the immediate loss of life. They ripple through
societies, creating atmospheres of fear, mistrust, and political instability. The art of political murder,
in many cases, is designed to send a broader message to opponents and the general public alike.

Use as a Tool of Intimidation

Political assassinations serve as warnings to dissenters and opposition groups. By targeting
prominent figures, perpetrators aim to deter activism and suppress political pluralism. This climate
of intimidation can erode democratic institutions and foster authoritarianism.

Impact on Social Cohesion

The violent removal of political leaders often exacerbates societal divisions, especially when ethnic,
religious, or ideological fault lines exist. Political murders can spark cycles of retaliation and deepen
conflicts, as witnessed in regions with protracted civil wars and insurgencies.

Legal and Ethical Dimensions

From a legal standpoint, political murder is universally condemned under international law, with
assassinations violating human rights and sovereignty principles. However, enforcement
mechanisms often falter due to political complexities, lack of evidence, or state complicity.

Ethically, the justification of political murder raises profound questions. Some regimes rationalize
targeted killings as necessary for national security or stability. However, such justifications clash
with the principles of justice, due process, and the sanctity of human life. The art of political murder
thus embodies a troubling paradox between perceived political necessity and moral transgression.

Challenges in Prosecution and Accountability

Prosecuting political murders remains fraught with obstacles:

State Secrecy: Governments may withhold information or actively obstruct investigations.

International Jurisdiction: Political killings often cross borders, complicating legal



jurisdiction.

Witness Intimidation: Fear of reprisal discourages testimony and evidence gathering.

Political Influence: Powerful actors may manipulate legal systems to evade accountability.

These challenges underline the difficulty in dismantling the systems that enable political murder and
highlight the importance of international cooperation and transparency.

The Role of Media and Public Perception

Media coverage plays a critical role in shaping how political murders are understood by the public.
Investigative journalism can expose hidden motives, identify perpetrators, and mobilize public
opinion against impunity. Conversely, state-controlled media may distort facts or suppress
information to maintain political narratives.

Social media platforms have also transformed the landscape by accelerating information
dissemination and enabling citizen journalism. However, they can be double-edged swords,
sometimes amplifying misinformation or fueling conspiracy theories around political assassinations.

Case Study: Media Influence in Political Murder Investigations

The investigation into the death of Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov illustrates media
impact. Independent journalists and international outlets kept the story in global focus, pressuring
authorities for a transparent inquiry. Nevertheless, conflicting narratives and political interference
complicated the pursuit of justice.

The Art of Political Murder in Contemporary Politics

Despite increased global scrutiny, political murders persist in various forms today. In some contexts,
extrajudicial killings are employed to silence activists and journalists, undermining democratic
progress. Conversely, in fragile states, assassination remains a tactic in power struggles between
rival factions.

The art of political murder has adapted with technological advances, employing more sophisticated
surveillance, cyber tools, and covert operations. This evolution demands robust international
frameworks and vigilant civil societies to counteract these threats.

Ultimately, political murder remains a grim reminder of the lengths to which actors may go to retain
or contest power. Understanding its mechanisms, implications, and historical patterns is crucial for
fostering accountability and safeguarding political freedoms worldwide.



The Art Of Political Murder

Find other PDF articles:
https://espanol.centerforautism.com/archive-th-115/Book?ID=PbH21-3379&title=compensation-man
agement-in-a-knowledge-based-world-10th-tenth-edition.pdf

  the art of political murder: The Art of Political Murder Francisco Goldman, 2008-09-16 In this
New York Times Notable Book, the Pulitzer Prize–finalist undertakes his own investigation into the
murder of a Guatemalan bishop. Named a Best Book of the Year by the Washington Post Book World,
the Chicago Tribune, the Economist, and the San Francisco Chronicle Two days after releasing a
groundbreaking church-sponsored report implicating the military in the murders and
disappearances of some two hundred thousand Guatemalan civilians, Bishop Juan Gerardi was
bludgeoned to death in his garage. Gerardi was the country’s leading human rights activist, but the
Church quickly realized it could not rely on police investigators or the legal system to solve the
crime. Instead, Church leaders formed their own investigative team: a group of secular young men
who called themselves Los Intocables—the Untouchables. Author Francisco Goldman spoke to
witnesses no other reporter was able to reach, observing firsthand some of the most crucial
developments in this sensational case. Documenting the Latin American reality of mara youth gangs
and organized crime, The Art of Political Murder tells the incredible true story of Los Intocables and
their remarkable fight for justice. “Becoming by turns a little bit Columbo, Jason Bourne and
Seymour Hersh, Goldman gives us the anatomy of a crime while opening a window to a
misunderstood neighboring country that is flirting with anarchy.” —The New York Times Book
Review
  the art of political murder: A History of Political Murder in Latin America W. John Green,
2015-04-27 This expansive history depicts Latin America's pan-regional culture of political murder.
Unlike typical studies of the region, which often focus on the issues or trends of individual countries,
this work focuses thematically on the nature of political murder itself, comparing and contrasting its
uses and practices throughout the region. W. John Green examines the entire system of political
murder: the methods and justifications the perpetrators employ, the victims, and the consequences
for Latin American societies. Green demonstrates that elite and state actors have been responsible
for most political murders, assassinating the leaders of popular movements and other messengers of
change. Latin American elites have also often targeted the potential audience for these messages
through the region's various dirty wars. In spite of regional differences, elites across the region have
displayed considerable uniformity in justifying their use of murder, imagining themselves in a class
war with democratic forces. While the United States has often been complicit in such violence,
Green notes that this has not been universally true, with US support waxing and waning. A detailed
appendix, exploring political murder country by country, provides an additional resource for readers.
  the art of political murder: The art of political murder , 2009
  the art of political murder: Das Ende der Fiktion Nadine Haas, 2013
  the art of political murder: Politics and History of Violence and Crime in Central America
Sebastian Huhn, Hannes Warnecke-Berger, 2016-12-24 This book highlights historical explanations
to and roots of present phenomena of violence, insecurity, and law enforcement in Central America.
Violence and crime are among the most discussed topics in Central America today, and
sensationalism and fear of crime is as present as the increase of private security, the
re-militarization of law enforcement, political populism, and mano dura policies. The contributors to
this volume discuss historical forms, paths, continuities, and changes of violence and its public and
political discussion in the region. This book thus offers in-depth analysis of different patterns of
violence, their reproduction over time, their articulation in the present, and finally their discursive
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mobilization.
  the art of political murder: Political crime Louis Proal, 1898
  the art of political murder: Democratic Institutions in Guatemala Omar Sanchez-Sibony,
2024-12-20 Democratic Institutions in Guatemala: Theory and Practice advances knowledge about
Guatemala's democracy by embedding the country in recent conceptual and theoretical work in
comparative politics. This volume sheds light upon the stubborn realities and challenges afflicting
Guatemalan democracy during the post Peace Accords era. Each chapter delves into the main
democratic institutions, informal practices, and players shaping the operative political game:
elections, Congress, the Judiciary, the high courts, presidentialism, criminal actors, political parties,
the political left and political right, and the peak business association CACIF. This book seeks to
escape the perils of parochialism by placing the country within larger scholarly debates and
paradigms.
  the art of political murder: Return to the Scene of the Crime Kamil Naicker, 2023-12-01 A
crime novel, at once disturbing and perversely comforting, factually has been known to curtail social
anxieties through the ‘open and shut case’ of its narrative form. But what happens to that form in a
world where guilt and innocence are not easily assigned? Return to the Scene of the Crime takes
place on the trope of an investigator returning to the post-colony on a quest for knowledge. In
tandem with solving the case, they must also grapple with the complexities of their origins. Kamil
Naicker shows how five authors defy generic expectations to illustrate the complexities of personal
identity, transitional justice, and civil violence in the post-colonial world. Congregating novels set in
South Africa, China, Guatemala, Sri Lanka and Somalia, this book intervenes in literary studies by
bringing the trend of the returnee figure and exploring the possibilities of world-making through the
explosion of a familiar form. Print edition not for sale in Sub Saharan Africa.
  the art of political murder: Understanding Francisco Goldman Ariana E. Vigil, 2018-11-27
The first book-length study of a writer whose work has been shaped by his unique heritage
Award-winning writer and journalist Francisco Goldman is the author of novels and works of
nonfiction and is a regular contributor to the New Yorker magazine. His awards include the Sue
Kaufman Prize for First Fiction and the T. R. Fyvel Book Award, as well as a Guggenheim
Fellowship. Born to a Guatemalan mother and Jewish American father, Goldman's heritage has
shaped his unique perspective and has had a significant influence on his literary themes. In
Understanding Francisco Goldman, the first book-length study of Goldman's life and work, Ariana E.
Vigil begins with a biographical chapter drawn largely from Goldman's essays and interviews. Her
analytical chapters, one for each of Goldman's four novels and two works of nonfiction, offer
biographical, historical, political, and literary context for each work while exploring major themes.
Vigil examines the influence literary and political history have had in the development of Goldman's
characters and themes, as well as his use of multiple literary genres and the role of humor in his
work. She underscores how major themes in Goldman's work—migration, political violence, love,
and loss—are explored across nations and time periods and how they remain significant today. In
Understanding Francisco Goldman, Vigil draws connections between the writer's life and work and
demonstrates the appreciation he deserves for his influence, diversity, and breadth. Through his
thoughtful, intellectual, transnational writing, Goldman expands the definition of what it means to be
American.
  the art of political murder: Peace Operations and Organized Crime James Cockayne, Adam
Lupel, 2011-05-10 Peace operations are increasingly on the front line in the international
community’s fight against organized crime; this book explores how, in some cases, peace operations
and organized crime are clear enemies, while in others, they may become tacit allies. The threat
posed by organized crime to international and human security has become a matter of considerable
strategic concern for national and international decision-makers, so it is somewhat surprising how
little thought has been devoted to addressing the complex relationship between organized crime and
peace operations. This volume addresses this gap, questioning the emerging orthodoxy that portrays
organized crime as an external threat to the liberal peace championed by western and allied states



and delivered through peace operations. Based upon a series of case studies it concludes that
organized crime is both a potential enemy and a potential ally of peace operations, and it argues for
the need to distinguish between strategies to contain organized crime and strategies to transform
the political economies in which it flourishes. The editors argue for the development of intelligent,
transnational, and transitional law enforcement that can make the most of organized crime as a
potential ally for transforming political economies, while at the same time containing the threat it
presents as an enemy to building effective and responsible states. The book will be of great interest
to students of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, organised crime, Security Studies and IR in
general.
  the art of political murder: Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit Virginia Garrard-Burnett,
2010-01-15 Between 1982 and 1983, the military government of Guatemala waged a scorched-earth
campaign of terror against largely Mayan rural communities. Drawing on newly-available primary
sources including guerrilla documents, evangelical pamphlets, speech transcripts, and declassified
US government records, Virginia Garrard-Burnett provides a fine-grained picture of what happened
during the rule of Guatelaman president-by-coup Efraín Ríos Montt. She suggests that three decades
of war engendered an ideology of violence that cut not only vertically, but also horizontally, across
class, cultures, communities, religions, and even families.
  the art of political murder: American Transitional Justice Natalie R. Davidson, 2020-07-02
Explores how two landmark transnational human rights lawsuits operated as transitional justice
mechanisms in the former Western bloc.
  the art of political murder: Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here Jonathan Blitzer, 2025-01-21 A
New York Times bestseller • A New York Times Top 10 Book of 2024 • Named a Best Book of the
Year by The New Yorker, Chicago Tribune, Newsweek, PBS NewsHour, LitHub, Kirkus Reviews,
Publishers Lunch, Christian Science Monitor, and Counterpunch • One of Barack Obama's Summer
Reading List Picks • Named a Notable Book by New York Times and Washington Post • Nominated
for the Carnegie Medal for Excellence and the Baillie Gifford Prize for Non-Fiction “What an
incredibly thorough documentation of the causes of the immigration crisis, the discussions that have
been going on through multiple administrations.” —Jon Stewart, The Daily Show “Everyone Who Is
Gone Is Here is sure to take its place as one of the definitive accounts of the U.S. and Central
American immigration puzzle. . . . Hopefully, those with the power to change things will listen.”
—Manuel Roig-Franzia, Washington Post An epic, heartbreaking, and deeply reported history of the
disastrous humanitarian crisis at the southern border told through the lives of the migrants forced to
risk everything and the policymakers who determine their fate, by New Yorker staff writer Jonathan
Blitzer Everyone who makes the journey faces an impossible choice. Hundreds of thousands of
people who arrive every year at the US-Mexico border travel far from their homes. For years, the
majority came from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, but many more have begun their journey
much farther away. Some flee persecution, others crime or hunger. They may have already been
deported, but the United States remains their only hope for safety and prosperity. They will take
their chances. As Jonathan Blitzer dramatizes with forensic, unprecedented reporting, this crisis is
the result of decades of misguided policy and sweeping corruption. Brilliantly weaving the stories of
Central Americans whose lives have been devastated by chronic political conflict and violence with
those of American activists, government officials, and the politicians responsible for the country’s
tragically tangled immigration policy, Blitzer reveals the full, layered picture of this vast and
unremitting conflict. Everyone Who Is Gone Is Here tells the epic story of the people whose lives ebb
and flow across the border, delving into the heart of American life itself. This vital and remarkable
story has shaped the nation’s turbulent politics and culture in countless ways—and will almost
certainly determine its future.
  the art of political murder: The Rough Guide to Guatemala , 2013-11-14 The new
full-colour Rough Guide to Guatemala is the definitive guide to this fascinating Central American
country. Fully updated, detailed accounts of every attraction, along with clear, colour maps, will
show you everything Guatemala has to offer, from ancient Mayan cities to beautiful rainforest



scenery and stunning lakes. The Rough Guide is packed full of insider tips about off-the-beaten-track
destinations, hiking trails, surf spots, kayak and rafting trips and jungle walks, plus all the best
hotels, cafés, restaurants and bars for every budget. Whether you're taking in the grand Mayan site
of Tikal, the graceful, colonial architecture of Antigua, a traditional market or an adventurous jungle
trek, The Rough Guide to Guatemala will help you make the most of your holiday. Originally
published in print in 2012. Make the most of your time with The Rough Guide to Guatemala. Now
available in ePub format.
  the art of political murder: Human Rights in Latin America Sonia Cardenas, 2012-06-29
For the last half century, Latin America has been plagued by civil wars, dictatorships, torture,
legacies of colonialism and racism, and other evils. The region has also experienced dramatic—if
uneven—human rights improvements. The accounts of how Latin America's people have dealt with
the persistent threats to their fundamental rights offer lessons for people around the world. Human
Rights in Latin America: A Politics of Terror and Hope is the first textbook to provide a
comprehensive introduction to the human rights issues facing an area that constitutes more than
half of the Western Hemisphere. Leading human rights researcher and educator Sonia Cardenas
brings together regional examples of both terror and hope, emphasizing the dualities inherent in
human rights struggles. Organized by three pivotal topics—human rights violations, reform, and
accountability—this book offers an authoritative synthesis of research on human rights on the
continent. From historical accounts of abuse to successful transnational campaigns and legal battles,
Human Rights in Latin America explores the tensions underlying a vast range of human rights
initiatives. In addition to surveying the roles of the United States, relatives of the disappeared, and
truth commissions, Cardenas covers newer ground in addressing the colonial and ideological
underpinnings of human rights abuses, emerging campaigns for disability and sexuality rights, and
regional dynamics relating to the International Criminal Court. Engagingly written and fully
illustrated, Human Rights in Latin America creates an important niche among human rights and
Latin American textbooks. Ample supplementary resources—including discussion questions,
interdisciplinary reading lists, filmographies, online resources, internship opportunities, and
instructor assignments—make this an especially valuable text for use in human rights courses.
  the art of political murder: Going Places Robert Burgin, 2013-01-08 Successfully navigate the
rich world of travel narratives and identify fiction and nonfiction read-alikes with this detailed and
expertly constructed guide. Just as savvy travelers make use of guidebooks to help navigate the
hundreds of countries around the globe, smart librarians need a guidebook that makes sense of the
world of travel narratives. Going Places: A Reader's Guide to Travel Narratives meets that demand,
helping librarians assist patrons in finding the nonfiction books that most interest them. It will also
serve to help users better understand the genre and their own reading interests. The book examines
the subgenres of the travel narrative genre in its seven chapters, categorizing and describing
approximately 600 titles according to genres and broad reading interests, and identifying hundreds
of other fiction and nonfiction titles as read-alikes and related reads by shared key topics. The
author has also identified award-winning titles and spotlighted further resources on travel lit,
making this work an ideal guide for readers' advisors as well a book general readers will enjoy
browsing.
  the art of political murder: The Treacherous Path Vladimir Yakunin, 2018-04-12 In 1991,
Vladimir Yakunin, a Soviet diplomat and KGB officer, returned from his posting in New York to a
country that no longer existed. The state that he had served for all his adult life had been dissolved,
the values he knew abandoned. Millions of his compatriots suffered as their savings disappeared and
their previously secure existences were threatened by an unholy combination of criminality,
corruption and chaos. Others thrived amid the opportunities offered in the new polity, and a battle
began over the direction the fledgling state should take. While something resembling stability was
won in the early 2000s, today Russia's future remains unresolved; its governing class divided. The
Treacherous Path is Yakunin's account of his own experiences on the front line of Russia's implosion
and eventual resurgence, and of a career – as an intelligence officer, a government minister and for



ten years the CEO of Russia's largest company – that has taken him from the furthest corners of this
incomprehensibly vast and complex nation to the Kremlin's corridors. Tackling topics as diverse as
terrorism, government intrigue and the reality of doing business in Russia, and offering unparalleled
insights into the post-Soviet mindset, this is the first time that a figure with Yakunin's background
has talked so openly and frankly about his country.
  the art of political murder: The Power of Memory and Violence in Central America Rachel
Hatcher, 2018-05-11 This book explores the power of words in post-Peace El Salvador and
Guatemala—their violent and equally liberating power. The volume explores the entire post-Peace
Accords era in both Central American countries. In “post-conflict” settings, denying or forgetting the
repressive past and its many victims does violence to those victims, while remembering and giving
testimony about the past can be cathartic for survivors, relatives, and even for perpetrators. This
project will appeal to readers interested in development, societies in transition, global peace studies,
and Central American studies.
  the art of political murder: The Third Century Mark T. Gilderhus, David C. LaFevor, Michael
J. LaRosa, 2017-01-05 This text focuses on U.S. relations with Latin America from the advent of the
New Diplomacy late in the nineteenth century to the present. Providing a balanced perspective, it
presents both the United States’ view that the Western Hemisphere needed to unite under a
common democratic, capitalistic society and the Latin American countries’ response to U.S. attempts
to impose these goals on its southern neighbors. The authors examine the reciprocal interactions
between the two regions, each with distinctive purposes, outlooks, interests, and cultures. They also
place U.S.–Latin American relations within the larger global political and economic context.
  the art of political murder: NGOs under Pressure in Partial Democracies Chris van der
Borgh, 2014-08-13 Over the past decade, international human rights organizations and think tanks
have expressed a growing concern that the space of civil society organizations around the world is
under pressure. This book examines the pressures experienced by NGOs in four partial democracies:
Guatemala, Honduras, Indonesia and the Philippines.
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