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Shared Writing vs Interactive Writing: Understanding the Key Differences and Benefits

shared writing vs interactive writing are two instructional strategies commonly used in
classrooms to support literacy development, especially for young learners or those struggling with
writing skills. Both approaches involve collaboration between teacher and students but differ in their
execution, purpose, and the level of student involvement. Exploring these differences can help
educators, parents, and tutors decide which method best suits their teaching goals and students’
needs.

What Is Shared Writing?

Shared writing is a teaching technique where the teacher and students compose text together. The
teacher typically acts as the scribe, writing down the ideas generated during the session while guiding
students through the writing process. This approach models the mechanics of writing, including
spelling, grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure, while simultaneously encouraging students
to contribute ideas and vocabulary.

How Shared Writing Works in Practice

In a shared writing session, the teacher often begins by selecting a topic or a theme relevant to the
curriculum or students’ interests. As students brainstorm ideas, the teacher records their responses
on a chart, whiteboard, or digital device. Throughout the process, the teacher verbalizes their
thinking, making the choices behind spelling, punctuation, and phrasing explicit. This "thinking aloud"
strategy helps students understand what skilled writers do when composing text.

For example, if the topic is “My Favorite Animal,” the teacher might ask students to share what they
know about a particular animal and then guide them in constructing sentences. Students participate
by suggesting words, phrases, or corrections, but the teacher controls the pen or keyboard to model
accurate writing.

Understanding Interactive Writing

Interactive writing, by contrast, is a more hands-on approach where the pen is literally passed back
and forth between the teacher and students. In this method, students actively share the writing
responsibility by contributing letters, words, or sentences to a collective text. It’s a blend of shared
writing and guided writing that emphasizes student engagement in the mechanics of writing.

Key Features of Interactive Writing



- **Student Ownership:** Unlike shared writing, where the teacher often does the physical writing,
interactive writing invites students to write parts of the text themselves.
- **Immediate Feedback:** Teachers provide real-time guidance and correction as students write,
helping them develop spelling, handwriting, and sentence construction skills.
- **Collaborative Learning:** The classroom becomes a dynamic space where students learn from one
another and from the teacher’s modeling.

In practice, a teacher might start a sentence on the board and then invite a student to come up and
write the next word or letter. The teacher then follows with the next part, and this alternation
continues until the text is complete. This process actively involves students in writing while still
providing scaffolding for their learning.

Shared Writing vs Interactive Writing: Key Differences

Although shared writing and interactive writing share common goals—such as supporting literacy and
encouraging participation—their approaches and outcomes vary significantly.

Teacher’s Role

In shared writing, the teacher is primarily the writer, transcribing the ideas while explaining their
choices. It’s highly teacher-directed, with the goal of modeling writing skills.

In interactive writing, the teacher acts more as a facilitator and guide, allowing students to contribute
physically to the text. The teacher supports students in making correct spelling and grammar choices
but does not dominate the writing process.

Student Involvement

Shared writing involves students in generating ideas and suggesting words but less in the actual act
of writing. Interactive writing requires students to be physically involved in writing letters, words, or
punctuation marks, increasing their hands-on experience.

Focus on Skill Development

Shared writing emphasizes comprehension and the broader process of writing, including idea
generation and sentence construction. It’s great for demonstrating writing conventions in context.

Interactive writing targets specific skills such as phonics, spelling patterns, handwriting, and sentence
formation. It offers immediate practice and correction, reinforcing foundational writing abilities.



Benefits of Each Approach

Both shared and interactive writing have valuable benefits, and understanding these can help
educators integrate them effectively into their teaching practice.

Advantages of Shared Writing

Modeling Expert Writing: Students observe how a proficient writer organizes thoughts and
applies writing conventions.

Encouraging Idea Sharing: It fosters a safe environment where students can contribute ideas
without worrying about writing mechanics.

Building Vocabulary and Syntax: Teachers can introduce new words and sentence
structures during the process.

Advantages of Interactive Writing

Active Student Engagement: Writing together helps students develop confidence and
ownership over their writing.

Immediate Skill Development: Real-time feedback supports spelling, punctuation, and
handwriting proficiency.

Collaborative Learning Environment: Peer learning is enhanced as students observe and
support one another’s writing efforts.

When to Use Shared Writing or Interactive Writing

Choosing between shared writing and interactive writing depends on your instructional goals, the
students’ proficiency levels, and the context of learning.

Using Shared Writing Effectively

Shared writing is especially useful when introducing new writing concepts or genres. It helps students
understand the structure and purposes of different types of texts, such as narratives, reports, or
letters. This method is ideal for younger students or emerging writers who benefit from observing a



skilled writer’s thought process.

When Interactive Writing Shines

Interactive writing works best when students have some foundational knowledge of letters and
sounds but need practice applying that knowledge in writing. It’s perfect for teaching phonics, spelling
patterns, and sentence construction in an engaging way. This hands-on approach can also boost
motivation and make writing less intimidating.

Integrating Both Approaches in the Classroom

Many educators find that combining shared writing and interactive writing creates a balanced literacy
program. Starting with shared writing to model writing strategies and then moving into interactive
writing to reinforce skills can provide a comprehensive learning experience.

For example, a teacher might use shared writing to compose a class story, demonstrating how to
organize ideas and use punctuation. Later, the same story can be revisited through interactive
writing, with students taking turns writing words or sentences, practicing spelling and handwriting.

Tips for Successful Implementation

Encourage Participation: Create a supportive atmosphere where all students feel
comfortable sharing and writing.

Use Visual Aids: Charts, word walls, and anchor texts can support both approaches by
providing references.

Differentiate Instruction: Tailor sessions based on students’ skill levels—for example, more
teacher support for beginners and greater student independence for advanced learners.

Be Patient: Both methods require time to build confidence and skills, so consistent practice is
key.

Exploring shared writing vs interactive writing reveals that while the two strategies share a
collaborative spirit, they cater to different aspects of literacy development. Teachers who understand
these nuances can better support their students’ journey toward becoming confident, skilled writers.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main difference between shared writing and
interactive writing?
Shared writing involves the teacher writing while students contribute ideas, whereas interactive
writing involves both the teacher and students actively writing together, sharing the pen to compose
text.

How does shared writing benefit students' literacy
development?
Shared writing models the writing process, helps students understand text structure, and supports
vocabulary and language development by allowing them to contribute ideas while the teacher writes.

In what ways does interactive writing promote student
engagement?
Interactive writing actively involves students in the writing process by having them share the pen,
which increases participation, reinforces letter formation, spelling, and word recognition skills.

Can shared writing be used with all age groups?
Yes, shared writing can be adapted for different age groups, from early childhood to older students,
by adjusting the complexity of the writing and the level of student involvement.

Which writing approach is more effective for teaching spelling
and handwriting: shared or interactive writing?
Interactive writing is generally more effective for teaching spelling and handwriting because students
physically write parts of the text, allowing for hands-on practice and immediate feedback.

How do teachers decide when to use shared writing versus
interactive writing?
Teachers may use shared writing when introducing new concepts or modeling writing strategies and
interactive writing when focusing on skill reinforcement and encouraging student participation in text
creation.

What role do students play in interactive writing compared to
shared writing?
In interactive writing, students actively write and contribute to the text, sharing the physical act of
writing, while in shared writing, students primarily contribute ideas and the teacher does the actual
writing.



Additional Resources
Shared Writing vs Interactive Writing: A Comparative Exploration in Literacy Development

shared writing vs interactive writing presents an intriguing distinction for educators, literacy
specialists, and curriculum developers aiming to enhance student engagement and learning
outcomes. Both pedagogical approaches have garnered significant attention in contemporary
classrooms, particularly in early literacy instruction and collaborative learning environments.
Understanding the nuances between shared writing and interactive writing is essential to deploying
the most effective strategies tailored to diverse learner needs.

Defining Shared Writing and Interactive Writing

To fully appreciate the differences and potential overlaps between shared writing and interactive
writing, it is necessary first to define each approach clearly.

Shared writing is a collaborative teaching technique where the teacher and students compose text
together. The teacher typically assumes the role of scribe, writing down the words dictated by the
students or co-constructing sentences while modeling writing conventions, vocabulary, and syntax.
This method emphasizes the teacher’s leadership in guiding the writing process, offering explicit
instruction, and demonstrating writing strategies in real-time.

Conversely, interactive writing involves a more balanced partnership between teacher and learners.
Instead of the teacher solely writing, both parties share the pen (literally or figuratively), contributing
actively to the construction of text. Students participate by writing letters, words, or sentences on a
shared medium such as a whiteboard or chart paper, with the teacher providing scaffolding, prompts,
and corrections. Interactive writing promotes student ownership, engagement, and immediate
application of writing skills.

Key Differences Between Shared Writing and
Interactive Writing

Teacher and Student Roles

One of the most distinguishing features between shared writing and interactive writing lies in the
distribution of writing responsibilities. In shared writing, the teacher predominantly controls the
writing instrument, serving as the primary writer while verbalizing the process. This approach allows
the teacher to model expert writing behaviors effectively, making thought processes explicit.

Interactive writing, in contrast, requires students to take more active roles in physically writing
portions of the text. The teacher acts as a facilitator and guide, offering assistance but encouraging
students to apply their knowledge of letters, spelling patterns, and grammar. This dynamic interaction
fosters a sense of agency and confidence among learners.



Focus on Skill Development

Shared writing tends to concentrate on demonstrating the mechanics of writing, including sentence
structure, punctuation, and vocabulary usage. Because the teacher controls the pen, they can
strategically highlight particular elements of writing, such as narrative flow or persuasive language
features.

Interactive writing emphasizes applying emergent literacy skills, including phonemic awareness, letter
formation, and spelling strategies. It offers immediate, hands-on practice, enabling students to
experiment with writing conventions with teacher support. This real-time engagement aids in
reinforcing learning and correcting misconceptions promptly.

Student Engagement and Motivation

While shared writing allows for student input and ideas, the passive role in writing may limit active
engagement for some learners. However, it benefits students who need to observe expert writing
behaviors and internalize writing processes before attempting independent work.

Interactive writing, by involving students directly in writing, tends to increase motivation and
participation. The shared responsibility can transform writing into a social, collaborative activity,
which is particularly beneficial for young learners developing foundational writing skills.

Pedagogical Contexts and Application

Early Childhood and Emergent Literacy Settings

In early childhood classrooms, both shared and interactive writing serve valuable but distinct
functions. Shared writing is often used to introduce new concepts, model writing strategies, and build
vocabulary. For example, when creating a class story or recording group ideas, the teacher’s
deliberate modeling helps scaffold students’ understanding of language structures.

Interactive writing, on the other hand, provides a platform for learners to practice letter-sound
correspondences and spelling in a low-pressure environment. This approach supports emergent
writers by validating their attempts and offering corrective feedback immediately. Schools prioritizing
phonics and handwriting development often integrate interactive writing into daily literacy routines.

Supporting Diverse Learners

The adaptability of shared writing and interactive writing allows these methods to accommodate
diverse learner profiles, including English language learners (ELLs) and students with learning
disabilities. Shared writing offers clear language models and explicit instruction, which can support
language acquisition and comprehension.



Interactive writing’s hands-on nature benefits kinesthetic learners and those who thrive through
active participation. It also provides opportunities to differentiate instruction, as teachers can tailor
prompts and support levels during the collaborative writing process.

Advantages and Limitations

Shared Writing Advantages

Teacher models expert writing strategies explicitly.

Helps students understand the writing process from planning to revision.

Allows for focused instruction on complex language features.

Effective for introducing new genres and writing purposes.

Shared Writing Limitations

Student participation in writing is limited, potentially reducing engagement.

Relies heavily on teacher expertise and ability to model effectively.

May not provide sufficient practice for emergent writers to develop motor skills.

Interactive Writing Advantages

Encourages active student participation and ownership of writing.

Provides immediate practice and feedback on writing conventions.

Supports development of phonics, spelling, and handwriting skills.

Promotes collaborative learning and social interaction.



Interactive Writing Limitations

Requires careful facilitation to maintain balance between teacher support and student
independence.

May be challenging with large or less motivated groups.

Possibility of reinforcing incorrect spelling or grammar if not promptly addressed.

Integration Within Modern Literacy Frameworks

Contemporary literacy instruction often blends shared writing and interactive writing into
comprehensive literacy programs. For instance, a teacher might commence a writing lesson with
shared writing to model text features and then transition to interactive writing to allow students to
apply learned concepts collaboratively.

Research highlights that combining these approaches can lead to better literacy outcomes. According
to a 2020 study published in the Journal of Literacy Research, students exposed to both shared and
interactive writing demonstrated improved writing fluency and accuracy compared to those receiving
traditional isolated writing instruction.

Furthermore, digital tools and interactive whiteboards have expanded the possibilities for interactive
writing, allowing for dynamic, multimedia text construction and real-time collaboration. This
technological integration aligns well with the participatory nature of interactive writing and the
modeling strengths of shared writing.

Choosing Between Shared Writing and Interactive
Writing

The decision to employ shared writing or interactive writing depends largely on instructional goals,
student needs, and classroom dynamics. Educators seeking to introduce complex writing structures or
genres may prefer shared writing for its explicit modeling capacity. Alternatively, when the goal is to
develop emergent writing skills and foster student confidence, interactive writing may be more
appropriate.

Often, the most effective literacy instruction does not adhere rigidly to one method but rather fluidly
incorporates elements of both. This flexibility ensures that diverse learners receive tailored support
while benefiting from varied instructional approaches.

The discourse surrounding shared writing vs interactive writing underscores a broader trend in
education toward collaborative, student-centered learning environments. By understanding their
unique contributions and limitations, educators can design writing experiences that are both



instructional and engaging, ultimately nurturing proficient and motivated writers.
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