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Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: Understanding the Roots of Political Systems

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy have long fascinated scholars, policymakers, and citizens
alike. Why do some nations embrace democracy while others fall under the grip of authoritarian regimes?
At the heart of this question lies the intricate relationship between economic conditions and political
systems. Exploring how wealth distribution, economic development, class structures, and resource control

influence governance offers invaluable insights into the forces shaping modern states.

The Economic Foundations of Political Regimes

When discussing the economic origins of dictatorship and democracy, it’s essential to recognize that
economic factors rarely operate in isolation. They interact dynamically with social, cultural, and historical
contexts. Nevertheless, economic conditions can set the stage for particular political trajectories by

influencing power distribution and social interests.

Why Economics Matter in Political Systems

Economics fundamentally governs access to resources and opportunities. These disparities often translate
into political power or disenfranchisement. For example, in societies where wealth is concentrated in the
hands of a few elites, economic inequality can foster conditions ripe for authoritarianism. Conversely, more
equitable economic structures tend to support democratic institutions by encouraging broader participation

and accountability.

Additionally, economic development shapes citizens' expectations and demands from their governments. As
nations industrialize and urbanize, education levels rise, and a middle class emerges. This social
transformation often leads to calls for political rights, transparency, and rule of law — hallmarks of

democracy.

Linking Economic Development to Democracy

The theory connecting economic development and democracy is often traced back to modernization theory.
According to this perspective, economic growth brings about social changes that make democracy more

viable and stable.



The Role of the Middle Class

One of the most significant economic origins of democracy is the rise of the middle class. A sizeable,
economically stable middle class tends to demand political rights, protection of property, and participation in
governance. This class acts as a buffer between the wealthy elite and the poor, advocating for policies that

balance interests and promote social mobility.

Moreover, the middle class benefits from stable institutions and predictable governance, incentivizing them
to support democratic norms. They are more likely to resist authoritarian tendencies because such regimes

threaten their economic security and social standing.

Economic Diversification and Institutional Strength

A diversified economy, with multiple sectors such as manufacturing, services, and agriculture, reduces
dependence on any single resource or elite group. This economic complexity necessitates more inclusive

governance structures to manage competing interests effectively.

Strong economic institutions — including property rights, legal systems, and financial markets — are crucial
for democracy. They provide a framework within which citizens can safely invest, innovate, and
participate politically. Countries with weak institutions often struggle to maintain democratic governance

because economic elites can manipulate the system to preserve their dominance.

The Economic Roots of Dictatorship

While economic development can foster democracy, certain economic conditions also contribute to the
emergence or persistence of dictatorship. Understanding these origins sheds light on why authoritarian

regimes take hold in some contexts.

Resource Wealth and the “Resource Curse”

One of the most discussed economic origins of dictatorship is the “resource curse.” Countries rich in natural
resources like oil, minerals, or precious metals often experience less democratic governance. Resource
wealth enables ruling elites to consolidate power by using revenues to fund security forces, co-opt

opposition, and provide patronage networks.

This economic dependence reduces the need for taxation, weakening the social contract between the state

and its citizens. Without tax accountability, governments have less incentive to be responsive or



democratic. Moreover, competition over resource control can fuel corruption and conflict, further eroding

democratic prospects.

Inequality and Economic Exclusion

Extreme economic inequality can destabilize societies and open the door for authoritarian rule. When large
segments of the population are marginalized economically, they may lack the means or motivation to
engage in democratic politics. Simultaneously, elites fearing redistribution might support authoritarian

measures to protect their wealth.

In such environments, dictatorships often justify their rule as necessary to maintain order amid social
divisions. They may suppress dissent by controlling economic opportunities, limiting access to education, or

monopolizing media and communication channels.

Historical Perspectives on Economic Origins

Looking historically, the economic origins of dictatorship and democracy become clearer when examining

specific case studies. Different economic trajectories have shaped political outcomes worldwide.

Europe’s Transition to Democracy

In Europe, the transition from feudalism to capitalism laid the groundwork for modern democracies. The
growth of commerce, urban centers, and a bourgeois middle class challenged traditional aristocratic power.
Economic shifts empowered new social groups demanding political participation, leading to revolutions and

reforms that established democratic institutions.

The Industrial Revolution accelerated this process by increasing wealth and literacy rates, making

democratic governance more feasible and desirable.

Authoritarianism in Resource-Rich States

In contrast, many post-colonial states in Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America, endowed with
abundant natural resources, faced different economic origins. The sudden influx of resource wealth often
bolstered authoritarian regimes that controlled these assets. The lack of diversified economies and weak

institutions hindered democratic development, leading to prolonged dictatorships.



Examples include oil-rich countries where ruling elites maintain power through patronage and repression,

despite popular demands for reform.

Economic Policies and Their Political Impact

Economic decisions made by governments can either promote democratic consolidation or facilitate

authoritarianism. Understanding these policy implications is crucial for fostering political stability.

Inclusive Growth and Political Participation

Policies that promote inclusive economic growth—such as investing in education, healthcare, infrastructure,
and small businesses—help build a broad-based middle class. This economic empowerment encourages

political participation and strengthens democratic norms.

Governments that reduce poverty and inequality tend to see higher levels of trust and engagement among

citizens, creating a virtuous cycle supporting democracy.

Authoritarian Economic Strategies

Conversely, authoritarian regimes may focus on economic strategies that reinforce their control. This
includes state monopolies over key industries, selective subsidies to loyal groups, and restrictions on

economic freedoms.

‘While such policies can generate short-term stability, they often lead to corruption, inefficiency, and

stagnation. Over time, economic dissatisfaction can fuel unrest, challenging the regime’s legitimacy.

Why Understanding Economic Origins Matters Today

In our globalized world, the economic origins of dictatorship and democracy remain highly relevant. As
countries face rapid economic changes, from technological shifts to climate challenges, their political systems

are tested.

Recognizing how economic factors shape governance helps international organizations, governments, and
civil society tailor their approaches to promoting democracy. For instance, supporting economic
diversification in resource-dependent states or fostering middle-class growth through education can create

conditions conducive to democratic development.



Moreover, for citizens and activists, understanding these economic roots empowers them to advocate for

policies that not only improve livelihoods but also enhance political freedoms.

The interplay between economic forces and political regimes is complex, but it offers a vital lens through
which to view the evolution of societies. By appreciating the economic origins of dictatorship and
democracy, we gain a deeper understanding of why nations govern the way they do—and how they

might chart a course toward more just and inclusive futures.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What role do economic factors play in the emergence of dictatorships?

Economic factors such as inequality, lack of economic development, and resource scarcity can create
conditions that enable dictatorships to emerge by fostering social unrest and empowering elites who seek to

maintain control.

How does economic development influence the likelihood of democracy?

Higher levels of economic development often lead to a more educated middle class, better institutions, and
greater demand for political participation, which collectively increase the likelihood of democratic

governance.

Can economic inequality contribute to the persistence of authoritarian

regimes?

Yes, economic inequality can entrench authoritarian regimes by concentrating wealth and power among

elites who resist democratic reforms that could threaten their interests.

What is the impact of resource wealth on political regimes?

Resource wealth, particularly from natural resources like oil, can lead to the 'resource curse," where
S S b
governments rely on resource rents instead of taxation, reducing accountability and increasing the risk of

dictatorship.

How do economic crises affect transitions between dictatorship and

democracy?

Economic crises can destabilize authoritarian regimes by undermining their legitimacy and capacity to

provide public goods, creating opportunities for democratic movements or, conversely, for stronger



authoritarian control depending on context.

‘What economic policies are associated with successful democratic

consolidation?

Policies promoting inclusive economic growth, reducing inequality, investing in education, and
establishing a fair taxation system tend to support democratic consolidation by fostering social stability and

trust in institutions.

Additional Resources

Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: An Analytical Exploration

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy have been a focal point of scholarly debate for decades,
intertwining the realms of political science and economics in a bid to understand how different governance
structures emerge and consolidate. The intricate relationship between a country’s economic conditions and
its political regime offers critical insights into why some states gravitate towards authoritarian rule while
others nurture democratic institutions. This article delves into the economic underpinnings that shape
dictatorships and democracies, analyzing key theories, empirical evidence, and the nuanced mechanisms

driving political outcomes.

Understanding the Economic Foundations of Political Regimes

Political regimes do not exist in a vacuum; they are deeply influenced by economic variables such as
wealth distribution, economic development, class structures, and resource allocation. The economic origins
of dictatorship and democracy can be understood through several lenses, including modernization theory,

resource dependency, and elite competition.

Modernization theory posits a positive correlation between economic development and democratization.
According to this perspective, as countries industrialize and income levels rise, a burgeoning middle class
demands greater political participation, pressuring autocratic rulers to concede power. Conversely,
underdeveloped economies with concentrated wealth often see the persistence of dictatorial regimes,

where elites control resources and suppress dissent.

Wealth Distribution and Political Power

A central element in the economic origins of dictatorship and democracy is the distribution of wealth

within a society. Societies with relatively equal wealth distribution tend to support democratic governance



due to the diffusion of economic power that fosters political pluralism. In contrast, extreme wealth
concentration often underpins authoritarian regimes, where elites leverage economic dominance to

maintain political control.

Research highlights that inequality can exacerbate political instability, but its effects vary depending on
institutional frameworks. For example, in some oil-rich states, vast resource wealth concentrated in the
hands of a few has enabled dictatorships to flourish by funding security apparatuses and co-opting
opposition. This phenomenon, known as the resource curse, illustrates how economic factors can directly

influence regime type.

Economic Development and Institutional Change

Economic development, marked by increases in GDP per capita, urbanization, and education levels, is
frequently linked to the emergence of democratic institutions. Higher income levels expand the middle
class, which in turn demands political rights, transparency, and accountability. This creates incentives for

political leaders to adopt inclusive governance structures.

However, the relationship is complex. Some economically advanced countries have maintained
authoritarian regimes, while certain low-income countries have embarked on democratic transitions. This
complexity suggests that economic development alone is insufficient; the nature of political institutions and

historical context also plays a significant role.

The Role of Economic Interests in Dictatorship Formation

Dictatorships often arise when powerful economic interests coalesce to prevent redistribution or political
liberalization that could threaten their wealth and status. These interests may include landed elites,

monopolistic business groups, or military-industrial complexes.

Elite Bargains and Political Stability

The concept of elite bargaining is instrumental in understanding the economic origins of dictatorship and
democracy. Dictatorships can be viewed as arrangements where elites agree to limit political competition in
exchange for protection of their economic privileges. This bargain reduces the risk of redistribution and

political upheaval.

In many cases, dictatorships deploy economic policies that favor these elites, such as tax breaks, subsidies, or
control over lucrative sectors. The stability of such regimes hinges on the capacity of the ruling elite to

maintain these economic benefits while suppressing opposition, often through coercion or patronage



networks.

Economic Crises and Regime Change

Economic downturns frequently act as catalysts for shifts in political regimes. Severe recessions,
hyperinflation, or debt crises can undermine the legitimacy of authoritarian rulers and empower opposition
movements advocating democracy. Conversely, economic crises may also trigger the consolidation of

dictatorships if leaders exploit instability to justify emergency powers.

Empirical studies show that countries experiencing prolonged economic hardship are more susceptible to
regime change. However, whether this transition leads to democracy or renewed authoritarianism depends

on institutional frameworks, international influences, and the strength of civil society.

Democracy’s Economic Benefits and Challenges

Democratic regimes are often credited with fostering economic growth through transparent governance,
protection of property rights, and responsive policymaking. These features encourage investment,

innovation, and human capital development.

Inclusive Economic Institutions

Democracies tend to create inclusive economic institutions that provide broader access to education,
healthcare, and economic opportunities. Such inclusivity reduces inequality and promotes social mobility,

reinforcing democratic legitimacy.
However, democracies also face challenges such as policy gridlock, short-termism driven by electoral

cycles, and populist pressures that can undermine economic stability. Balancing economic efficiency with

political inclusiveness remains an ongoing challenge for democratic governments.

External Economic Influences

Global economic integration plays a pivotal role in shaping the economic origins of dictatorship and
democracy. Foreign direct investment, trade openness, and international aid can influence regime

trajectories by affecting economic growth and social welfare.

For instance, economic globalization can encourage democratization by expanding economic opportunities



and connecting civil societies. Conversely, dependence on foreign aid or resource exports can entrench
authoritarian regimes by providing alternative revenue streams that reduce the necessity for taxation and

accountability.

Comparative Perspectives and Empirical Evidence

Cross-national studies provide valuable insights into how economic factors interact with political regimes.
Data from organizations like the World Bank and Freedom House reveal patterns that underscore the

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy.

¢ GDP per capita: Democracies generally have higher average GDP per capita compared to

dictatorships, although exceptions exist.
¢ Inequality indices: High levels of income inequality often correlate with authoritarian resilience.

¢ Natural resource dependence: Countries reliant on natural resource exports are more prone to

authoritarian rule.

Such evidence supports the notion that economic structures and wealth distribution significantly influence
political regime types. However, it also highlights the importance of contextual factors such as historical

legacies, cultural norms, and institutional quality.

The economic origins of dictatorship and democracy are multifaceted and cannot be reduced to simple
causal relationships. Instead, they represent dynamic interactions between economic conditions, social
forces, and political actors. Understanding these interactions is essential for policymakers, scholars, and global

stakeholders aiming to promote stable and inclusive governance worldwide.
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institutions because of the way they allocate political power and resources. Thus democracy is
preferred by the majority of citizens, but opposed by elites. Dictatorship nevertheless is not stable
when citizens can threaten social disorder and revolution. In response, when the costs of repression
are sufficiently high and promises of concessions are not credible, elites may be forced to create
democracy. By democratizing, elites credibly transfer political power to the citizens, ensuring social
stability. Democracy consolidates when elites do not have strong incentive to overthrow it. These
processes depend on (1) the strength of civil society, (2) the structure of political institutions, (3) the
nature of political and economic crises, (4) the level of economic inequality, (5) the structure of the
economy, and (6) the form and extent of globalization.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Routledge Handbook of Modern
Economic History Robert M. Whaples, Randall E. Parker, 2013-01-17 The Routledge Handbook of
Modern Economic History aims to introduce readers to important approaches and findings of
economic historians who study the modern world. Its short chapters reflect the most up-to-date
research and are written by well-known economic historians who are authorities on their subjects.
Modern economic history blends two approaches - Cliometrics (which focuses on measuring
economic variables and explicitly testing theories about the historical performance and development
of the economy) and the New Institutional Economics (which focuses on how social, cultural, legal
and organizational norms and rules shape economic outcomes and their evolution). Part 1 of the
Handbook introduces these approaches and other important methodological issues for economic
history. The most fundamental shift in the economic history of the world began about two and a half
centuries ago when eons of slow economic change and faltering economic growth gave way to
sustained, rapid economic expansion. Part 2 examines this theme and the primary forces economic
historians have linked to economic growth, stagnation and fluctuations - including technological
change, entrepreneurship, competition, the biological environment, war, financial panics and
business cycles. Part 3 examines the evolution of broad sectors that typify a modern economy
including agriculture, banking, transportation, health care, housing, and entertainment. It begins by
examining an equally important sector of the economy which scholars have increasingly analyzed
using economic tools - religion. Part 4 focuses on the work force and human outcomes including
inequality, labor markets, unions, education, immigration, slavery, urbanization, and the evolving
economic roles of women and African-Americans. The text will be of great value to those taking
economic history courses as well as a reference book useful to professional practitioners, policy
makers and the public.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Research in Economic History Shawn
Kantor, Carl T. Kitchens, 2025-01-30 For researchers and students of economic history, this volume
pulls together the latest research on a variety of unanswered questions from the 1860s until the
present day.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Reconstructions in Middle East
Economic History Don Babai, 2024-10-24 This volume explores major theoretical and empirical
themes in the study of the economic history of the Middle East. Despite the relative neglect of
economic history in Middle Eastern studies, this book makes a case for its importance as a discipline
of study. On the one hand, it shows promise in illuminating the economic base of historical trends
and events; on the other, it can elucidate the historical foundations of economic continuity and
change. The chapters employ an array of theoretical and methodological approaches and ultimately
demonstrate how economics and history, along with political economy, complement each other in
studying the Middle East. Among the substantive topics explored are the trajectories of the Arab
Spring, institutional change and economic development in the early Ottoman Empire, the destructive
effects of the reordering property rights in Iraq by the American-led occupation authority, the
evolution of the political economy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the determinants of
movements in the yields of Egyptian and Ottoman sovereign debt following political and economic
crises in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The book will be of interest to scholars and students of
economic history, political economy, and the Middle East.



economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Remnants of the Rechtsstaat Jens
Meierhenrich, 2018-02-23 This book is an intellectual history of Ernst Fraenkel's The Dual State
(1941, reissued 2017), one of the most erudite books on the theory of dictatorship ever written.
Fraenkel's was the first comprehensive analysis of the rise and nature of Nazism, and the only such
analysis written from within Hitler's Germany. His sophisticated-not to mention courageous-analysis
amounted to an ethnography of Nazi law. As a result of its clandestine origins, The Dual State has
been hailed as the ultimate piece of intellectual resistance to the Nazi regime. In this book, Jens
Meierhenrich revives Fraenkel's innovative concept of the dual state, restoring it to its rightful place
in the annals of public law scholarship. Blending insights from legal theory and legal history, he tells
in an accessible manner the remarkable gestation of Fraenkel's ethnography of law from inside the
belly of the behemoth. In addition to questioning the conventional wisdom about the law of the Third
Reich, Meierhenrich explores the legal origins of dictatorship elsewhere, then and now. The book
sets the parameters for a theory of the authoritarian rule of law, a cutting edge topic in law and
society scholarship with immediate policy implications.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Democracy's Values lan Shapiro,
Casiano Hacker-Corddn, 1999-08-19 Democracy has been a flawed hegemony since the fall of
communism. Its flexibility, its commitment to equality of representation, and its recognition of the
legitimacy of opposition politics are all positive features for political institutions. But democracy has
many deficiencies: it is all too easily held hostage by powerful interests; it often fails to advance
social justice; and it does not cope well with a number of features of the political landscape, such as
political identities, boundary disputes, and environmental crises. Although democracy is valuable it
fits uneasily with other political values and is in many respects less than equal to the demands it
confronts. In this volume (and its companion Democracy's Edges) prominent political theorists and
social scientists present original discussions of such central issues. Democracy's Values deals with
the nature and value of democracy, particularly the tensions between it and such goods as justice,
equality, efficiency, and freedom.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Oxford Handbook of Historical
Political Economy Jeffery A. Jenkins, Jared Rubin, 2024 This handbook is currently in development,
with individual articles publishing online in advance of print publication. At this time, we cannot add
information about unpublished articles in this handbook, however the table of contents will continue
to grow as additional articles pass through the review process and are added to the site. Please note
that the online publication date for this handbook is the date that the first article in the title was
published online.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Judges and Generals in the Making of
Modern Egypt Mahmoud Hamad, 2018-10-25 Discusses why and how the Egyptian judiciary was
critically important in bringing down two vastly different regimes in three years.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Oxford Handbook of Political
Science Robert E. Goodin, 2011-07-07 Drawing on the rich resources of the ten-volume series of
The Oxford Handbooks of Political Science, this one-volume distillation provides a comprehensive
overview of all the main branches of contemporary political science: political theory; political
institutions; political behavior; comparative politics; international relations; political economy; law
and politics; public policy; contextual political analysis; and political methodology. Sixty-seven of the
top political scientists worldwide survey recent developments in those fields and provide penetrating
introductions to exciting new fields of study. Following in the footsteps of the New Handbook of
Political Science edited by Robert Goodin and Hans-Dieter Klingemann a decade before, this Oxford
Handbook will become an indispensable guide to the scope and methods of political science as a
whole. It will serve as the reference book of record for political scientists and for those following
their work for years to come.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Politics Carles Boix, Susan Carol Stokes, 2007 The Oxford Handbooks of Political Science is a
ten-volume set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state




of political science. Each volume focuses on a particular part of the discipline, with volumes on
Public Policy, Political Theory, Political Economy, Contextual Political Analysis, Comparative Politics,
International Relations, Law and Politics, Political Behavior, Political Institutions, and Political
Methodology. The project as a whole is under the General Editorship of Robert E. Goodin, with each
volume being edited by a distinguished international group of specialists in their respective fields.
The books set out not just to report on the discipline, but to shape it. The series will be an
indispensable point of reference for anyone working in political science and adjacent disciplines.The
Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics offers a critical survey of the field of empirical political
science through the collection of a set of chapters written by 47 top scholars in the discipline of
comparative politics. Part I includes chapters surveying the key research methodologies employed in
comparative politics (the comparative method; the use of history; the practice and status of
case-study research; the contributions of field research) and assessing the possibility of constructing
a science of comparative politics. Parts II to IV examine the foundations of political order: the origins
of states and the extent to which they relate to war and to economic development; the sources of
compliance or political obligation among citizens; democratic transitions, the role of civic culture;
authoritarianism; revolutions; civil wars and contentious politics. Parts V and VI explore the
mobilization, representation and coordination of political demands. Part V considers why parties
emerge, the forms they take and the ways in which voters choose parties. It then includes chapters
on collective action, social movements and political participation. Part VI opens up with essays on
the mechanisms through which political demands are aggregated and coordinated. This sets the
agenda to the systematic exploration of the workings and effects of particular institutions: electoral
systems, federalism, legislative-executive relationships, the judiciary and bureaucracy. Finally, Part
VII is organized around the burgeoning literature on macropolitical economy of the last two decades.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Roles of Law and Politics in
China's Development Guanghua Yu, 2014-04-26 This book examines China’s economic
development from the end of 1970s, integrating perspectives from law, economics and political
science. Particular attention is given to the role of formal law and political changes in China’s
development, presenting the argument that formal law has made a useful contribution to China’s
economic development. Chapters explore the relationship between democracy and mechanisms of
property rights protection, financial market, rule of law, and human capital accumulation. The
author goes on to examine the persistence of authoritarianism, democracy and economic
development and the concept of deliberative democracy. This book concludes with a look at future
options for China, from political, economic and rule of law perspectives. The book considers China’s
current political regime and analyzes the likely political and constitutional law reforms that are not
only conducive to China’s economic development but also beneficial to the enhancement of freedom.
Some knowledge of the Chinese legal system, economy, and political institutions is assumed, making
this book valuable to those requiring a deeper understanding of the subject. The book will appeal to
legal scholars and lawyers requiring an understanding of the impact of the Chinese legal system on
China’s economic and political development and to scholars and students in political science and
economics with an interest in China’s institutional change. Policy makers and administrators with an
interest in policy and law making in China will also find this book valuable.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Geschichte und Soziologie Hans-Ulrich
Wehler, 1984

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: Time Counts Gregory Wawro, Ira
Katznelson, 2022-05-03 How to study the past using data Quantitative Analysis for Historical Social
Science advances historical research in the social sciences by bridging the divide between
qualitative and quantitative analysis. Gregory Wawro and Ira Katznelson argue for an expansion of
the standard quantitative methodological toolkit with a set of innovative approaches that better
capture nuances missed by more commonly used statistical methods. Demonstrating how to employ
such promising tools, Wawro and Katznelson address the criticisms made by prominent historians
and historically oriented social scientists regarding the shortcomings of mainstream quantitative



approaches for studying the past. Traditional statistical methods have been inadequate in addressing
temporality, periodicity, specificity, and context—features central to good historical analysis. To
address these shortcomings, Wawro and Katznelson argue for the application of alternative
approaches that are particularly well-suited to incorporating these features in empirical
investigations. The authors demonstrate the advantages of these techniques with replications of
research that locate structural breaks and uncover temporal evolution. They develop new practices
for testing claims about path dependence in time-series data, and they discuss the promise and
perils of using historical approaches to enhance causal inference. Opening a dialogue among
traditional qualitative scholars and applied quantitative social scientists focusing on history,
Quantitative Analysis for Historical Social Science illustrates powerful ways to move historical social
science research forward.

economic origins of dictatorship and democracy: The Logic of Political Survival Bruce
Bueno De Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, James D. Morrow, 2005-01-14 The
authors of this ambitious book address a fundamental political question: why are leaders who
produce peace and prosperity turned out of office while those who preside over corruption, war, and
misery endure? Considering this political puzzle, they also answer the related economic question of
why some countries experience successful economic development and others do not. The authors
construct a provocative theory on the selection of leaders and present specific formal models from
which their central claims can be deduced. They show how political leaders allocate resources and
how institutions for selecting leaders create incentives for leaders to pursue good and bad public
policy. They also extend the model to explain the consequences of war on political survival.
Throughout the book, they provide illustrations from history, ranging from ancient Sparta to Vichy
France, and test the model against statistics gathered from cross-national data. The authors explain
the political intuition underlying their theory in nontechnical language, reserving formal proofs for
chapter appendixes. They conclude by presenting policy prescriptions based on what has been
demonstrated theoretically and empirically.
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