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Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson: Rethinking Intelligence in the Digital Age

smarter than you think clive thompson is more than just a phrase—it’s a compelling invitation to
reconsider how technology reshapes our intelligence. Clive Thompson, a renowned science and
technology writer, dives deep into this topic in his influential book *Smarter Than You Think: How
Technology Is Changing Our Minds for the Better*. The book challenges widespread fears that
digital tools are making us dumber and instead offers a fresh perspective on how technology can
amplify human cognition.

If you've ever wondered whether smartphones, the internet, and social media are eroding our ability
to think critically and creatively, Thompson’s insights provide a nuanced and optimistic viewpoint.
Let’s explore what makes *Smarter Than You Think* an essential read for anyone curious about the
intersection of technology and human intelligence.

Clive Thompson’s Vision of Intelligence in the Digital
Era

Clive Thompson isn’t your typical technology skeptic or cheerleader. His work bridges the gap
between enthusiastic adoption and cautious critique of digital tools. In *Smarter Than You Think*,
he argues that technology doesn’t replace human intelligence; it extends it. This idea introduces a
vital shift in how we perceive our relationship with machines.

From Fear to Opportunity

Early reactions to digital technology often centered around anxiety—concerns about distraction, loss
of memory, or reduced face-to-face interaction. Thompson acknowledges these worries but reframes
them. Instead of viewing technology as a threat, he proposes that it acts as a cognitive partner,
helping us store information, connect ideas, and collaborate in unprecedented ways.

For example, search engines like Google serve as external memory banks, enabling us to retrieve
facts instantly. Social media platforms facilitate collective brainstorming and feedback that can
refine ideas faster than solitary thinking. These tools allow us to offload mundane tasks and focus on
higher-level problem-solving.

The Concept of “Distributed Cognition”

A key theme in *Smarter Than You Think* is “distributed cognition”—the idea that intelligence isn’t
confined to an individual brain but is shared across people, tools, and networks. Thompson
illustrates this beautifully by highlighting how groups can solve complex problems through digital
collaboration.



Think about Wikipedia, where millions contribute their knowledge to create a constantly evolving
encyclopedia. This collective intelligence surpasses what any single person could achieve alone.
Thompson’s exploration of distributed cognition encourages us to see technology as an extension of
our minds, rather than a replacement.

How Technology Enhances Creativity and Learning

One of the most exciting aspects of Clive Thompson’s work is his focus on creativity. Contrary to the
myth that technology stifles original thought, *Smarter Than You Think* showcases how digital tools
can spark new ideas and help us learn more effectively.

Digital Tools as Creative Amplifiers

Thompson shares numerous examples of how artists, writers, and inventors use technology to
enhance their creative process. From collaborative platforms like GitHub for software developers to
social media’s role in crowd-sourced storytelling, digital technology provides new playgrounds for
experimentation.

Additionally, tools like data visualization software allow people to see patterns and connections that
were previously hidden, inspiring novel insights. Instead of replacing human creativity, these
technologies act as catalysts that push boundaries.

Learning in the Age of Information Overload

Another significant insight from Thompson’s book is how we can navigate the overwhelming amount
of information available today. While some argue that constant notifications and content streams
make us scatterbrained, Thompson highlights strategies people use to engage deeply with
knowledge.

For example, he describes how note-taking apps, digital annotation tools, and online communities
enable learners to organize, reflect on, and discuss information actively. These practices turn
passive consumption into active learning, helping individuals build expertise despite the noisy digital
landscape.

Practical Takeaways from Smarter Than You Think

Clive Thompson doesn’t just describe a theory—he offers actionable insights for anyone looking to
harness technology’s cognitive benefits without falling prey to distractions. Here are some tips
inspired by his research:

e Leverage technology as a memory aid: Use digital calendars, reminders, and note-taking
apps to free mental space for creativity and problem-solving.



e Engage in collaborative platforms: Participate in online communities or projects that
encourage collective intelligence and feedback.

¢ Practice mindful media consumption: Curate your digital environment by focusing on
quality sources and limiting interruptions to foster deep concentration.

e Use technology to visualize and connect ideas: Tools like mind maps, data visualization,
and digital brainstorming can reveal new insights.

These strategies reflect Thompson’s optimistic view that when used thoughtfully, technology can be
a powerful partner in enhancing our thinking abilities.

The Broader Impact of Clive Thompson’s Ideas

Beyond individual benefits, *Smarter Than You Think* has broader implications for education,
workplaces, and society at large.

Transforming Education Through Technology

Thompson’s ideas suggest that educators should embrace digital tools not just for delivering content
but for fostering collaborative learning and critical thinking skills. Online forums, interactive
simulations, and project-based learning platforms all align with the concept of distributed cognition,
preparing students for a world where knowledge is networked and dynamic.

Workplace Innovation and Cognitive Collaboration

In professional settings, Thompson'’s insights encourage companies to leverage technology to boost
collective problem-solving and innovation. By facilitating real-time collaboration across geographies
and time zones, digital tools can harness diverse perspectives and expertise, leading to smarter
decisions and more creative solutions.

Addressing Digital Skepticism

While some remain skeptical about technology’s influence on our minds, Clive Thompson’s balanced
approach provides a hopeful narrative. He doesn’t deny challenges like misinformation or distraction
but insists that with awareness and intentional design, technology can be a force for cognitive
empowerment.



Why Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson Matters
Today

In an era dominated by rapid technological change and constant digital interaction, Clive
Thompson’s *Smarter Than You Think* offers a valuable lens to reconsider how we think about
intelligence. His work encourages us to move beyond simplistic dichotomies of “tech good” or “tech
bad” and instead explore how technology can amplify human potential.

For anyone interested in digital literacy, cognitive science, or the future of work and education,
engaging with Thompson’s ideas provides a rich foundation for understanding how to thrive in a
connected world. His perspective reminds us that intelligence is not just an individual trait but a
dynamic, evolving process shaped by the tools we use and the communities we build.

By embracing the concept that we are indeed smarter than we think—especially when we
collaborate with technology—we open doors to new possibilities for creativity, learning, and
innovation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of ‘Smarter Than You Think' by Clive
Thompson?

The main theme of 'Smarter Than You Think' is how technology, particularly digital tools and the
internet, enhances human intelligence and creativity rather than diminishing it.

How does Clive Thompson argue technology makes us smarter
in his book?

Clive Thompson argues that technology amplifies our cognitive abilities by enabling better
collaboration, information sharing, and problem-solving, thereby making us collectively smarter.

What examples does Clive Thompson use to illustrate his
points in 'Smarter Than You Think'?

Thompson uses examples like Wikipedia, online forums, crowdsourcing projects, and digital tools
that help with memory and creativity to show how technology enhances human thinking.

Does 'Smarter Than You Think' discuss any potential
downsides to technology?

Yes, while Thompson is generally optimistic, he acknowledges challenges such as misinformation
and digital distraction but emphasizes that these can be managed with thoughtful use.



When was ‘Smarter Than You Think' by Clive Thompson
published?

'‘Smarter Than You Think' was published in 2013.

What is Clive Thompson's perspective on the impact of social
media in the book?

Thompson views social media as a tool that can foster collective intelligence and social learning,
although he also notes the need for critical engagement to avoid pitfalls like echo chambers.

How does 'Smarter Than You Think' relate to the concept of
collective intelligence?

The book highlights how digital technology enables people to pool their knowledge and skills,
leading to collective intelligence that surpasses individual capabilities.

Is 'Smarter Than You Think' suitable for readers without a
technical background?

Yes, Clive Thompson writes in an accessible style, making complex ideas about technology and
cognition understandable for a general audience.

Additional Resources

Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson: Exploring Human Intelligence in the Digital Age

smarter than you think clive thompson serves as both a provocative statement and the title of a
compelling work by technology journalist and author Clive Thompson. In this thought-provoking
book, Thompson challenges the pervasive narrative that digital technologies diminish human
intelligence. Instead, he argues that tools like smartphones, the internet, and social media are
enhancing our cognitive capabilities in subtle and profound ways. This article delves into the core
themes of "Smarter Than You Think," analyzing its perspectives on technology’s role in human
intellect, and examining the broader implications for society.

Reframing Intelligence in the Digital Era

Clive Thompson’s "Smarter Than You Think" emerges as a critical intervention in ongoing debates
about technology and cognition. Contrary to the popular alarmist view that digital devices erode
attention spans or diminish critical thinking, Thompson’s research and journalistic insight present a
more nuanced understanding. He suggests that technology acts as an amplifier of human thought
rather than a replacement.

One of the central arguments in Thompson’s work is the concept of “cognitive offloading.” This term
refers to the way people use external tools—such as smartphones, search engines, and collaborative



platforms—to extend their mental capacities. Instead of memorizing facts, individuals now rely on
instant access to information, freeing cognitive resources for higher-order thinking such as analysis
and creativity.

The Evolution of Collective Intelligence

Thompson highlights how digital networks foster what he calls "collective intelligence." Unlike
traditional notions of intelligence as an individual attribute, collective intelligence encompasses the
shared knowledge and problem-solving abilities that emerge from collaboration. Online
communities, crowdsourcing platforms, and social media enable people to pool their insights,
creating a form of intelligence that transcends individual limitations.

This phenomenon is particularly evident in open-source projects, Wikipedia, and citizen science
initiatives, where thousands contribute to a common goal. Thompson uses these examples to
illustrate that technology facilitates new modes of thinking and learning that were previously
impossible.

Analyzing the Impact of Digital Tools on Cognitive
Skills

In "Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson" emphasizes that digital tools do not merely store
information; they shape how we think. The book methodically examines several cognitive domains
affected by technology:

Memory and Information Retrieval

Thompson discusses the shift from memorizing data to mastering information retrieval. With search
engines at our fingertips, the skill of finding relevant, accurate information becomes paramount.
This change redefines what it means to be knowledgeable in the 21st century. Rather than
possessing encyclopedic knowledge, smart users excel at navigating vast databases swiftly and
critically.

Attention and Multitasking

A common criticism of digital media is that it fragments attention and encourages multitasking,
which some studies suggest can impair cognitive performance. Thompson acknowledges these
challenges but also points to evidence that people are developing new attentional skills to manage
multiple streams of information effectively. The brain’s plasticity allows adaptation to these
environments, resulting in a different but not necessarily diminished form of attention.



Creativity and Problem Solving

Perhaps the most optimistic aspect of Thompson'’s thesis is the enhancement of creativity. Digital
tools provide unprecedented access to diverse ideas, enabling users to remix, innovate, and solve
problems collaboratively. Platforms for sharing art, code, and writing exemplify how technology
supports creative expression and iterative improvement.

Pros and Cons of Technology’s Cognitive Influence

An objective assessment requires weighing the benefits and drawbacks of the technological
transformation described by Thompson.

e Pros: Enhanced access to information, improved collaboration, increased cognitive offloading,
new learning methodologies, and democratization of knowledge.

e Cons: Potential overreliance on devices, challenges in sustaining deep focus, digital divides
that limit access, and risks of misinformation spreading rapidly.

Thompson does not dismiss these concerns; instead, he frames them as areas requiring conscious
awareness and adaptive strategies rather than reasons to reject digital tools outright.

Comparisons with Other Perspectives

"Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson" contrasts sharply with more dystopian views found in
works by critics like Nicholas Carr or Sherry Turkle, who emphasize the detrimental effects of
technology on cognition and social interaction. Thompson’s research introduces a balancing
perspective, emphasizing the plasticity of human intelligence and the potential for technology to
augment rather than degrade mental faculties.

The Role of Education and Policy

Implications from Thompson’s analysis extend into education and public policy. If technology can
indeed make us smarter, educational systems must evolve to integrate digital literacy as a core
competency. Teaching students how to critically evaluate online information, collaborate virtually,
and leverage tools for creative problem-solving aligns with the cognitive shifts Thompson identifies.

Similarly, policymakers face the challenge of promoting equitable access to technology to prevent
exacerbating existing inequalities in cognitive opportunity. Bridging the digital divide becomes
essential for ensuring that the cognitive enhancements Thompson describes are available to all
segments of society.



Future Directions and Research

The ongoing development of artificial intelligence and machine learning presents new frontiers in
the dialogue Thompson sparks. How emerging technologies will further reshape human intelligence
remains an open question, but the foundation laid by "Smarter Than You Think" encourages a
framework for understanding these shifts constructively.

Researchers continue to explore how digital environments influence neural pathways, decision-
making processes, and social cognition, building on Thompson’s journalistic investigation with
empirical studies.

As society navigates this complex landscape, "Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson" offers a
crucial reminder: technology is neither inherently good nor bad for our minds. Its impact depends
largely on how we use it, adapt to it, and shape its development.

In sum, Clive Thompson’s work invites readers to reconsider assumptions about intelligence and
technology. Rather than fearing cognitive decline, we are encouraged to recognize the evolving
nature of human intelligence and the powerful role digital tools play in enhancing it. This reframing
has significant implications for individuals, educators, and policymakers as they confront the
realities of a digitally interconnected world.

Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson
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smarter than you think clive thompson: Smarter Than You Think Clive Thompson,
2013-09-12 A revelatory and timely look at how technology boosts our cognitive abilities—making us
smarter, more productive, and more creative than ever It’s undeniable—technology is changing the
way we think. But is it for the better? Amid a chorus of doomsayers, Clive Thompson delivers a
resounding “yes.” In Smarter Than You Think, Thompson shows that every technological
innovation—from the written word to the printing press to the telegraph—has provoked the very
same anxieties that plague us today. We panic that life will never be the same, that our attentions
are eroding, that culture is being trivialized. But, as in the past, we adapt—learning to use the new
and retaining what is good of the old. Smarter Than You Think embraces and extols this
transformation, presenting an exciting vision of the present and the future.

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Joy of Missing Out Christina Crook, 2014-11-01
After giving up the Internet for a month, a writer shares how we can all learn from her experience
and rethink our relationship with the digital world. There’s no doubt that technology has overrun our
lives. Over the past few decades, the world has embraced “progress” and we’re living with the
resultant clicking, beeping, anxiety-inducing frenzy. But a creative backlash is gathering steam,
helping us cope with the avalanche of data that threatens to overwhelm us daily through our
computers, tablets, and smartphones. The Joy of Missing Out considers the technologically focused
life, with its impacts on our children, relationships, communities, health, work, and more, and
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suggests opportunities for those of us longing to cultivate a richer on- and off-line existence. By
examining the connected world through the lens of her own Internet fast, author Christina Crook
creates a convincing case for increasing intentionality in our day-to-day lives. Using historical data,
typewritten letters, chapter challenges, and personal accounts, she invites us to explore a new way
of living, beyond our steady state of distracted “connectedness.” Most of us can’t throw away our
smartphone or cut ourselves off from the Internet. But we can all rethink our relationship with the
digital world, discovering new ways of introducing balance and discipline to the role of technology in
our lives. This book is a must-read for anyone wishing to rediscover quietness of mind, and seeking a
sense of peace amidst the cacophony of the modern world. Praise for The Joy of Missing Out
“Crook’s book does a marvelous job of examining where we’ve gone awry and how we might begin to
take ourselves and our lives back, while acknowledging the reality and importance of our wired
world.” —Dr. Susan Biali, MD, Psychology Today “Offers thoughtful consideration of how online
communications have evolved, as well as the value we place on being ever present in a digital world,
often to the determinant of personal space and quiet time. Through practical examples and
directions, Crook champions developing healthier habits for a more mindful online experience.”
—Lori A. May, Portland Book Review

smarter than you think clive thompson: Modern Technology and the Human Future Craig M.
Gay, 2018-12-11 Technology has always shaped human life and our understanding of what it means
to be human. But does it actually encourage human flourishing? By exploring the doctrine of the
incarnation and what it means for our embodiment, Craig Gay raises concerns about the theological
implications of modern technologies and movements such as transhumanism, offering an alternative
vision to the path of modern technology.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Permissionless Innovation: The Continuing Case for
Comprehensive Technological Freedom Adam Thierer, 2016-03-15 Will innovators be forced to seek
the blessing of public officials before they develop and deploy new devices and services, or will they
be generally left free to experiment with new technologies and business models? In this book, Adam
Thierer argues that if the former disposition, “the precautionary principle,” trumps the latter,
“permissionless innovation,” the result will be fewer services, lower-quality goods, higher prices,
diminished economic growth, and a decline in the overall standard of living. When public policy is
shaped by “precautionary principle” reasoning, it poses a serious threat to technological progress,
economic entrepreneurialism, and long-run prosperity. By contrast, permissionless innovation has
fueled the success of the Internet and much of the modern tech economy in recent years, and it is
set to power the next great industrial revolution—if we let it.

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Well-Trained Mind Susan Wise Bauer, Jessie
Wise, 2016-08-09 Is your child getting lost in the system, becoming bored, losing his or her natural
eagerness to learn? If so, it may be time to take charge of your child’s education—by doing it
yourself. The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step by step, on how to give your child an
academically rigorous, comprehensive education from preschool through high school—one that will
train him or her to read, to think, to understand, to be well-rounded and curious about learning.
Veteran home educators Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise outline the classical pattern of education
called the trivium, which organizes learning around the maturing capacity of the child’s mind and
comprises three stages: the elementary school “grammar stage,” when the building blocks of
information are absorbed through memorization and rules; the middle school “logic stage,” in which
the student begins to think more analytically; and the high-school “rhetoric stage,” where the
student learns to write and speak with force and originality. Using this theory as your model, you’ll
be able to instruct your child—whether full-time or as a supplement to classroom education—in all
levels of reading, writing, history, geography, mathematics, science, foreign languages, rhetoric,
logic, art, and music, regardless of your own aptitude in those subjects. Thousands of parents and
teachers have already used the detailed book lists and methods described in The Well-Trained Mind
to create a truly superior education for the children in their care. This extensively revised fourth
edition contains completely updated curricula and book lists, links to an entirely new set of online




resources, new material on teaching children with learning challenges, cutting-edge math and
sciences recommendations, answers to common questions about home education, and advice on
practical matters such as standardized testing, working with your local school board, designing a
high-school program, preparing transcripts, and applying to colleges. You do have control over what
and how your child learns. The Well-Trained Mind will give you the tools you’ll need to teach your
child with confidence and success.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Dream Research Milton Kramer, Myron L
Glucksman, 2015-05-01 This edited volume shows the relationship between dream research and its
usefulness in treating patients. Milton Kramer and Myron Glucksman show that there is support for
searching for the meaning of dream as experiences extended in time. Dreaming reflects
psychological changes and is actually an orderly process, not a random experience. Several chapters
in this book explore interviewing methodologies that will help clients reduce the frequency of their
nightmares and thus contribute to successful therapy.

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Satire of the New Black Renaissance Kamil
Chrzczonowicz, 2025-11-11 How do twenty-first century Black satirists rewrite American ideas of
race? This book plunges into the New Black Renaissance - a flowering of the 2000s and 2010s
African American culture - and argues that its most potent tool is anti-essentialist satire. The study
traces what Baratunde Thurston calls “Open-source Blackness,” an ethos that prizes individuality,
inclusivity, and remix. To map this new terrain, this volume offers close readings of three signature
works: Percival Everett’s metafictional Erasure, Justin Simien’s campus satire Dear White People,
and Thurston’s own multimedia endeavors - his memoir How to Be Black and the playful software
experiments developed under the auspices of his company, Cultivated Wit. Together, these texts
show how literature, film, and technology fracture worn stereotypes and invite broader co-creation
of (non-)racial identity. The result is the first sustained academic account of Open-source Blackness
- of interest to students and scholars in literary, media, and cultural studies.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Bored, Lonely, Angry, Stupid Luke Fernandez,
Susan J. Matt, 2019-05-01 An Entrepreneur Best Book of the Year Facebook makes us lonely. Selfies
breed narcissism. On Twitter, hostility reigns. Pundits and psychologists warn that digital
technologies substantially alter our emotional states, but in this lively investigation of changing
feelings about technology, we learn that the gadgets we use don’t just affect how we feel—they can
profoundly change our sense of self. When we say we're bored, we don’t mean the same thing as a
Victorian dandy. Could it be that political punditry has helped shape a new kind of anger? Luke
Fernandez and Susan Matt take us back in time to consider how our feelings of loneliness, boredom,
vanity, and anger have evolved in tandem with new technologies. “Technologies have been shaping
[our] emotional culture for more than a century, argue computer scientist Luke Fernandez and
historian Susan Matt in this original study. Marshalling archival sources and interviews, they trace
how norms (say, around loneliness) have shifted with technological change.” —Nature “A powerful
story of how new forms of technology are continually integrated into the human experience.”
—Publishers Weekly

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Great Acceleration Robert Colvile, 2016-05-17
The Great Acceleration is an energizing account from a brilliant new writer of how our society is
speeding up--and why we should embrace it. In this revelatory study of modern living, Robert Colvile
inspects the various ways in which the pace of life in our society is increasing and examines the
evolutionary science behind our rapidly accelerating need for change, as well as why it's unlikely
we'll be able to slow down . . . or even want to. Exploring theories surrounding the effect of this
speed on our minds and bodies, Colvile reveals how, contrary to gloomier predictions, living in a
faster age might be beneficial for us, both physically and mentally. In addition to the universe of
social media, he examines the opportunities that faster communication and operation could bring to
everything from music, film, and books to transportation, politics, and government. Comparing
developments in cities and villages, advanced economies and underdeveloped countries, East and
West, The Great Acceleration explains how the positives outnumber the negatives and, if this



acceleration is truly inevitable, why we should rush to embrace it.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Memory in the Twenty-First Century Sebastian
Groes, 2016-03-29 This book maps and analyses the changing state of memory at the start of the
twenty-first century in essays written by scientists, scholars and writers. It recontextualises memory
by investigating the impact of new conditions such as the digital revolution, climate change and an
ageing population on our world.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Living in Digital Worlds Naomi Jacobs, Rachel
Cooper, 2018-01-29 Living in Digital Worlds investigates the relationship between human society
and technology, as our private and particularly our public lives are increasingly undertaken in
spaces that are inherently digital: digital public spaces. The book unpicks why digital technology is
such an inextricable part of modern society, first by examining the historical relationship between
technological development and the early progression of human sociality. This is then followed by an
examination of the ways in which modern life is currently being impacted by the expansion of digital
information and devices into multiple aspects of our lives, including focuses on privacy, bias and
ownership in digital spaces. Finally, it explores potential future developments and their implications,
and proposes that it is crucial to consider the design of technology and systems in order to support a
positive and beneficial direction of change. Each chapter includes case studies, primarily drawn
from The Creative Exchange, a fiveyear programme which ran from 2012 to 2016 to explore the
notion of the digital public space through collaborative cross-sector research.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Blinders, Blunders, and Wars David C. Gompert,
Hans Binnendijk, Bonny Lin, 2014-11-26 The history of wars caused by misjudgments, from
Napoleon’s invasion of Russia to America’s invasion of Iraq, reveals that leaders relied on cognitive
models that were seriously at odds with objective reality. Blinders, Blunders, and Wars analyzes
eight historical examples of strategic blunders regarding war and peace and four examples of
decisions that turned out well, and then applies those lessons to the current Sino-American case.

smarter than you think clive thompson: So You Think You Can Think Otto B. Toews,
2017-10-26 In our complex world, how can we learn to think through moral dilemmas in the pursuit
of justice? How do the words we associate with morality impact our understanding and application
of it? In short, how can we enact equal measures of fairness among family members, friends, and
strangers? These are the troubling questions that guide Dr. Otto Toews as he critically engages with
the language of morality and uncovers what is lacking in our conversations about fairness. Using a
Principled Thinking Model for resolving everyday moral dilemmas, Toews identifies five basic
categories that are necessary for moral thinking: duty, rights, motive, desert, and justice. Combining
this research with Nel Nodding’s seminal work on caring, Toews concludes that while it is vital that
we practice thinking through moral dilemmas, the key to attaining universal justice and fairness lies
in our sense of fellow feeling, or empathy. Toews argues that without the urgency and energy
prompted by a sense of concern for others, thinking through moral dilemmas will remain insufficient
in fostering an ethical world. Throughout the book, Toews augments his research by providing
hypothetical scenarios involving two teachers, Bill and Mae. They engage in spirited debates over
how duty, rights, motive, desert, and justice apply to issues such as education, cyber bullying,
mental illness, reconciliation, and more. Again and again, Bill and Mae are caught up by the power
of empathy, demonstrating the urgent need to care for others. It is through their dialogues that
Toews has designed a brilliant way for us to witness moral thinking in action, giving us the language
we need to navigate it, and preparing us for the countless types of conflicts we encounter every day.

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Innovators Walter Isaacson, 2014-10-07
Following his blockbuster biography of Steve Jobs, Walter Isaacson’s New York Times bestselling
and critically acclaimed The Innovators is a “riveting, propulsive, and at times deeply moving” (The
Atlantic) story of the people who created the computer and the internet. What were the talents that
allowed certain inventors and entrepreneurs to turn their visionary ideas into disruptive realities?
What led to their creative leaps? Why did some succeed and others fail? The Innovators is a masterly
saga of collaborative genius destined to be the standard history of the digital revolution—and an



indispensable guide to how innovation really happens. Isaacson begins the adventure with Ada
Lovelace, Lord Byron’s daughter, who pioneered computer programming in the 1840s. He explores
the fascinating personalities that created our current digital revolution, such as Vannevar Bush, Alan
Turing, John von Neumann, ].C.R. Licklider, Doug Engelbart, Robert Noyce, Bill Gates, Steve
Wozniak, Steve Jobs, Tim Berners-Lee, and Larry Page. This is the story of how their minds worked
and what made them so inventive. It’s also a narrative of how their ability to collaborate and master
the art of teamwork made them even more creative. For an era that seeks to foster innovation,
creativity, and teamwork, The Innovators is “a sweeping and surprisingly tenderhearted history of
the digital age” (The New York Times).

smarter than you think clive thompson: You Need to Read This Ben Yagoda, 2014-06-10
From a critically acclaimed master of language, a look at the trends, phenomena, and battles on the
front lines of modern American English. In You Need to Read This, language expert Ben Yagoda
writes about the cuckoo things we have done to the English language. His witty, insightful, and wise
observations and advice are gathered here together for the first time. From the phenomenon of
curate, to the rise of the glottal stop, to the prevalence of starting sentences with so, to the story of
an epithet of the moment (douchey), Yagoda chronicles the trends in our language. In the second
part of You Need to Read This, he examines the issue of mistakes and “mistakes,” and the battles
between prescriptivists, who nitpick grammar, and descriptivists, who defend new expressions and
casual usage. Yagoda is on the front lines of the language wars, and you need to read this book to
find out which side you're on.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Learn Better Ulrich Boser, 2017-03-07 For
centuries, experts have argued that learning was about memorizing information: You're supposed to
study facts, dates, and details; burn them into your memory; and then apply that knowledge at
opportune times. But this approach to learning isn’t nearly enough for the world that we live in
today, and in Learn Better journalist and education researcher Ulrich Boser demonstrates that how
we learn can matter just as much as what we learn. In this brilliantly researched book, Boser maps
out the new science of learning, showing how simple techniques like comprehension check-ins and
making material personally relatable can help people gain expertise in dramatically better ways. He
covers six key steps to help you “learn how to learn,” all illuminated with fascinating stories like how
Jackson Pollock developed his unique painting style and why an ancient Japanese counting device
allows kids to do math at superhuman speeds. Boser’s witty, engaging writing makes this book feel
like a guilty pleasure, not homework. Learn Better will revolutionize the way students and society
alike approach learning and makes the case that being smart is not an innate ability—learning is a
skill everyone can master. With Boser as your guide, you will be able to fully capitalize on your
brain’s remarkable ability to gain new skills and open up a whole new world of possibilities.

smarter than you think clive thompson: The Creativity Challenge Tanner Christensen,
2015-07-03 As seen on Inc.com Discover your Aha moment--right now! What's the best way to
become more creative? Just change how you think! This book challenges you to go against your
default ways of thinking in order to write, design, and build something extraordinary. Featuring
more than 100 challenges, exercises, and prompts, each page guides you as you push past the way
you normally see the world and uncover all-new possibilities and ideas. The Creativity Challenge
teaches you that you already have immense creative potential in you--you just need to tap into it.
Whether you're feeling stumped or uninspired, these creativity prompts will help you ditch typical
thinking patterns and finally unleash the possibilities hidden within your mind.

smarter than you think clive thompson: World Order Henry Kissinger, 2014-09-09 As Henry
Kissinger observes in this magisterial book, there has never been a true world order. For most of
history, civilizations have defined their own concepts of order, each one envisioning its distinct
principles as universally relevant. Now, as international affairs take place on a global basis, these
historic concepts of world order are meeting. Every region participates in questions of high policy in
every other, often instantaneously - yet there is no consensus among the major actors about the
rules and limits guiding this process, or its ultimate destination. The result is mounting tension.



Blending historical insight with prognostication, World Order is a meditation from one of our era's
most prominent diplomats on the 21st century's ultimate challenge: how to build a shared
international order in a world of divergent historic perspectives, violent conflict, proliferating
technology and ideological extremism.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Mindful Teaching with Technology Troy Hicks,
2021-11-11 Technology is integral to teaching in the English language arts, whether in-person,
hybrid, or remote. In this indispensable guide, Troy Hicks shows how to teach and model digital
diligence--an alert, intentional stance that helps both teachers and students use technology
productively, ethically, and responsibly. Resources and lesson ideas are presented to build
adolescents' skills for protecting online privacy, minimizing digital distraction, breaking through
“filter bubbles,” fostering civil conversations, evaluating information on the internet, creating
meaningful digital writing, and deeply engaging with multimedia texts. Dozens of websites, apps,
and other tools are reviewed, with links provided at the companion website; end-of-chapter teaching
points and guiding questions facilitate learning and application.

smarter than you think clive thompson: Design Computing Brian Johnson, 2016-11-18
Design Computing will help you understand the rapidly evolving relationship between computing,
designers, and the many different environments they create or work in. The book introduces the
topic of design computing, and covers the basics of hardware and software, so you don’t need to be
an expert. Topics include the fundamentals of digital representation, programming and interfaces
for design; the shifting landscape of opportunity and expectation in practice and pedagogy; placing
sensors in buildings to measure performance; and the challenge of applying information effectively
in design. The book also includes additional reading for those who wish to dig deeper into the
subject. Design Computing will provide you with a greater awareness of the issues that permeate the
field, opportunities for you to investigate, and perhaps motivation to push the boundaries.
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