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American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne: Exploring Legendary Stories for
Young Readers

american tall tales by mary pope osborne offer a delightful gateway into the
rich tradition of American folklore, reimagined through the eyes of one of
children's literature's most beloved authors. Known for her engaging
storytelling and ability to captivate young audiences, Mary Pope Osborne
breathes new life into these larger-than-life characters, making timeless
tales accessible and entertaining for today’s readers.

If you've ever been fascinated by stories of Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, or John
Henry, Osborne’s retellings provide a fresh perspective that combines humor,
adventure, and cultural heritage. But beyond just entertaining stories, these
tall tales serve as a window into the values and history of America’s
frontier spirit, inspiring imagination and curiosity among children and
adults alike.

The Magic of American Tall Tales

Before diving into Mary Pope Osborne’s adaptations, it’s helpful to
understand what makes American tall tales so special. These stories
originated in the 19th century as oral folklore, passed down by storytellers
across the vast American West. They feature exaggerated characters who
perform unbelievable feats—often with a wink and a nod to the listener’s
sense of wonder.

What Are Tall Tales?

Tall tales are exaggerated stories that blend truth and fiction, often
spotlighting folk heroes with superhuman abilities. Their purpose was not
only to entertain but also to embody the ruggedness and ingenuity of early
American pioneers and settlers. Characters like:

- Paul Bunyan, the giant lumberjack with a blue ox named Babe
- Pecos Bill, the cowboy who tamed wild lands and weather
- John Henry, the steel-driving man who raced against a steam drill

These figures symbolize strength, bravery, and a can-do attitude, traits that
resonated with the American spirit of exploration and resilience.



Why Tall Tales Matter Today

In a world dominated by digital media, tall tales remain relevant because
they encourage creativity and oral storytelling traditions. They teach
children the art of exaggeration, humor, and narrative pacing—skills that are
essential for effective communication. Furthermore, these stories provide
historical context and cultural identity, connecting young readers with
America’s past in a way that textbooks often cannot.

Mary Pope Osborne’s Unique Approach to American
Tall Tales

Mary Pope Osborne is best known for her *Magic Tree House* series, which has
introduced millions of children to history and adventure through time-
traveling siblings Jack and Annie. Her venture into American tall tales is no
exception when it comes to crafting engaging, accessible stories for young
readers.

How Osborne Brings Tall Tales to Life

Osborne’s writing style is conversational and lively, making her versions of
tall tales feel fresh and relatable. She balances humor with historical facts
and vivid descriptions, which helps children not only enjoy the story but
also learn about the context behind these legendary figures.

One of her strengths is the ability to simplify complex narratives without
losing their charm. By focusing on the core traits of each character and
their most memorable exploits, she creates stories that are easy to follow
yet richly entertaining.

Books and Collections by Osborne

While Mary Pope Osborne has written several books that touch upon American
folklore, one notable work is her collection that compiles classic tall tales
with her signature storytelling flair. These collections often include:

- Retellings of iconic American folk heroes
- Illustrations that complement Osborne’s vivid prose
- Activities or discussion questions to engage young readers further

These elements make her books ideal for classroom settings or family reading
time, fostering a deeper appreciation for folklore.



Integrating American Tall Tales by Mary Pope
Osborne into Learning

Educators and parents can use Osborne’s tall tales as a fun and educational
resource. Here are some ways to make the most of these stories:

Enhancing Literacy Skills

Reading tall tales helps children develop vocabulary and comprehension skills
through exposure to imaginative language and narrative structures. Osborne’s
clear and engaging writing style supports early readers in building
confidence.

Encouraging Creative Writing

Tall tales are perfect prompts for creative writing exercises. After reading
Osborne’s versions, children can be encouraged to create their own
exaggerated characters and adventures, sparking imagination and storytelling
skills.

Exploring American History and Culture

These stories open doors to discussions about historical periods, such as the
expansion westward, the logging industry, or the railroads. Osborne’s books
provide a springboard to explore how folklore reflects societal values and
historical realities.

Why Readers Love American Tall Tales by Mary
Pope Osborne

The appeal of Osborne’s tall tales lies in the perfect blend of education and
entertainment. Readers often praise:

- Her ability to make folklore relatable and fun
- The way she captures the humor and spirit of the original stories
- The engaging pacing that keeps children hooked from start to finish

Parents and teachers appreciate how these books introduce cultural heritage
without feeling didactic, making learning enjoyable.



Tips for Enjoying Tall Tales with Kids

To get the most out of Mary Pope Osborne’s American tall tales, consider
these tips:

1. **Read aloud:** Tall tales are designed to be shared orally. Reading them
aloud enhances the dramatic effect and invites participation.
2. **Discuss the exaggerations:** Talk about what parts seem realistic and
what parts are clearly over-the-top, encouraging critical thinking.
3. **Connect with modern stories:** Compare tall tales to modern superheroes
or adventure stories to highlight ongoing storytelling traditions.
4. **Incorporate art:** Encourage children to draw their favorite characters
or scenes to deepen engagement.

The Enduring Legacy of Tall Tales in Children’s
Literature

Mary Pope Osborne’s contributions to American tall tales ensure that these
stories continue to enchant new generations. By blending tradition with
modern storytelling, she preserves a vital piece of cultural history while
inspiring imagination and literacy.

Whether you’re a parent looking for captivating bedtime stories or an
educator seeking resources that blend fun with learning, American tall tales
by Mary Pope Osborne offer a treasure trove of adventure, humor, and
heritage—all wrapped up in unforgettable narratives that celebrate the
American spirit in a way children love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'American Tall Tales' by
Mary Pope Osborne?
'American Tall Tales' by Mary Pope Osborne explores the theme of American
folklore by presenting exaggerated and humorous stories about legendary
figures, highlighting the cultural heritage and imaginative spirit of early
America.

Who are some of the legendary characters featured in
'American Tall Tales'?
The book features famous American folk heroes such as Paul Bunyan, John
Henry, Pecos Bill, and Davy Crockett, each portrayed with larger-than-life
adventures and characteristics.



How does Mary Pope Osborne make 'American Tall
Tales' engaging for young readers?
Mary Pope Osborne uses vivid storytelling, humor, and colorful illustrations
to bring the tall tales to life, making the stories entertaining and
accessible for children.

What educational value does 'American Tall Tales'
offer to students?
'American Tall Tales' introduces students to American folklore and cultural
history, encouraging creativity and critical thinking about storytelling
traditions and the blending of fact and fiction.

Is 'American Tall Tales' suitable for classroom use,
and if so, how can teachers incorporate it?
Yes, 'American Tall Tales' is suitable for classroom use; teachers can
incorporate it into lessons on folklore, American history, or creative
writing, using the stories as prompts for discussions, projects, and
storytelling activities.

Additional Resources
American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne: A Literary Exploration of Folklore
and Imagination

american tall tales by mary pope osborne represent a captivating intersection
of folklore, history, and imaginative storytelling. This collection, penned
by the acclaimed author Mary Pope Osborne, presents a fresh and engaging
interpretation of traditional American legends, making these stories
accessible and appealing to a modern audience. By revisiting iconic figures
from American folklore, Osborne not only preserves cultural heritage but also
invites readers—especially younger ones—to explore the rich tapestry of tall
tales that shaped early American identity.

The appeal of American tall tales lies in their blend of fact and
exaggeration, capturing the spirit of a nation built on exploration,
resilience, and larger-than-life characters. Osborne’s work taps into this
legacy with a literary style that is both educational and entertaining,
skillfully balancing historical context with creative embellishment. In this
article, we delve into the nuances of American Tall Tales by Mary Pope
Osborne, analyzing its narrative techniques, thematic relevance, and its
place within children’s literature and folklore studies.



Contextualizing American Tall Tales by Mary
Pope Osborne

American tall tales have long been a cornerstone of the United States’
folklore tradition, featuring colorful characters such as Paul Bunyan, Pecos
Bill, and John Henry. These stories typically highlight exaggerated feats and
humorous adventures that symbolize the rugged individualism and pioneering
spirit of early America. Mary Pope Osborne, widely recognized for her Magic
Tree House series, brings a unique voice to this genre by combining
educational content with compelling storytelling.

Her rendition of American tall tales is notable for its accessibility and
appeal to middle-grade readers. Osborne’s approach respects the original
narratives while adapting them for contemporary sensibilities, ensuring that
the stories resonate with today’s youth without losing their folkloric
essence. This delicate balance is crucial in maintaining the cultural
significance of tall tales while fostering literacy and historical curiosity.

Narrative Style and Storytelling Techniques

One of the defining features of American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne is
her use of straightforward, engaging prose that invites readers into a world
where myth and reality intertwine. Unlike some traditional tall tale
collections that rely heavily on oral storytelling conventions, Osborne’s
written narratives incorporate vivid imagery and well-paced plots, making the
stories suitable for both independent reading and classroom settings.

Her characters are portrayed with a blend of humor and heroism, often
emphasizing values such as courage, ingenuity, and perseverance. For example,
the depiction of John Henry’s legendary contest against the steam drill
highlights themes of human determination in the face of industrial change.
This layered storytelling enriches the educational value of the tales,
offering more than just entertainment.

Educational Value and Cultural Significance

American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne serves as a valuable educational
resource by introducing readers to key elements of American history and
culture through folklore. Teachers and parents can leverage these stories to
discuss broader themes such as westward expansion, industrialization, and the
cultural melting pot that shaped the United States.

Moreover, Osborne’s versions often include contextual notes or historical
backgrounds, which enhance readers’ understanding without detracting from the
narrative flow. This feature distinguishes her work from other folklore
collections that may lack supplementary material, thus positioning her book



as a versatile tool for both literary enjoyment and academic inquiry.

Comparative Analysis with Other Tall Tale
Collections

When compared to other notable compilations of American folklore, Mary Pope
Osborne’s American tall tales stand out for their clarity and narrative
accessibility. Classic anthologies, such as those by Richard M. Dorson or
Alvin Schwartz, sometimes adopt a tone that can feel distant or overly
academic to young readers. Osborne’s work, conversely, bridges this gap by
maintaining fidelity to the source material while employing a style that is
inviting and relatable.

Additionally, her integration of imaginative elements complements the
inherent exaggeration typical of tall tales, without overwhelming the
historical underpinnings. This positions her book uniquely within the
spectrum of folklore literature—straddling the line between pure myth and
educational storytelling.

Pros and Cons of Osborne’s Approach

Pros:

Accessible language suitable for middle-grade readers.

Engaging narrative style that balances humor and history.

Inclusion of contextual information enhances educational use.

Preserves the cultural essence of traditional American tall tales.

Cons:

Some purists may find the modern adaptations less authentic.

The brevity required for younger audiences might oversimplify
complex historical contexts.

Limited diversity in the selection of tales compared to broader
folklore anthologies.



The Role of Illustration and Design

The visual presentation in American Tall Tales by Mary Pope Osborne also
contributes significantly to the storytelling experience. Illustrations play
a crucial role in capturing the whimsical and exaggerated nature of tall
tales, helping readers visualize characters and settings that are often
larger than life.

The artwork typically complements Osborne’s text by reinforcing key narrative
moments and adding layers of humor or drama. This synergy between text and
illustration is particularly effective in engaging younger audiences, who
benefit from visual stimuli that enhance comprehension and retention.

Impact on Children’s Literature and Folklore
Preservation

Osborne’s work exemplifies how contemporary authors can revitalize
traditional stories, ensuring their survival in an era dominated by digital
entertainment. By packaging American tall tales in a format that is
approachable and relevant, she contributes to the ongoing preservation and
dissemination of folklore.

Furthermore, her books encourage critical thinking and cultural appreciation
among young readers, fostering a connection to their national heritage. This
educational impact underscores the importance of well-crafted folklore
adaptations in children’s literature.

American tall tales by Mary pope osborne thus represent a meaningful
contribution to both literary and cultural landscapes. Through her thoughtful
storytelling and educational insight, Osborne invites a new generation to
discover and appreciate the mythic foundations of American identity, ensuring
these legendary tales continue to inspire and entertain.

American Tall Tales By Mary Pope Osborne
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  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: American Tall Tales Mary Pope Osborne,
2013-08-28 The perfect addition to every family’s home library and just right for sharing aloud,
American Tall Tales introduces readers to America’s first folk heroes in nine wildly exaggerated and
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downright funny stories. Here are Paul Bunyan, that king-sized lumberjack who could fell “ten white
pines with a single swing”; John Henry, with his mighty hammer; Mose, old New York’s biggest,
bravest fireman; Sally Ann Thunder Ann Whirlwind, who could “outgrin, outsnort, outrun, outlift,
outsneeze, outsleep, outlie any varmint”; and other uniquely American characters, together in one
superb collection. In the tradition of the original nineteenth-century storytellers, Mary Pope Osborne
compiles, edits, and adds her own two cents’ worth—and also supplies fascinating historical
headnotes. Michael McCurdy’s robust colored wood engravings recall an earlier time, perfectly
capturing all the vitality of the men and women who carved a new country out of the North
American wilderness.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: American Myths, Legends, and Tall Tales
Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey B. Webb, 2016-08-29 A fascinating survey of the entire history of tall
tales, folklore, and mythology in the United States from earliest times to the present, including
stories and myths from the modern era that have become an essential part of contemporary popular
culture. Folklore has been a part of American culture for as long as humans have inhabited North
America, and increasingly formed an intrinsic part of American culture as diverse peoples from
Europe, Africa, Asia, and Oceania arrived. In modern times, folklore and tall tales experienced a
rejuvenation with the emergence of urban legends and the growing popularity of science fiction and
conspiracy theories, with mass media such as comic books, television, and films contributing to the
retelling of old myths. This multi-volume encyclopedia will teach readers the central myths and
legends that have formed American culture since its earliest years of settlement. Its entries provide
a fascinating glimpse into the collective American imagination over the past 400 years through the
stories that have shaped it. Organized alphabetically, the coverage includes Native American
creation myths, tall tales like George Washington chopping down his father's cherry tree and the
adventures of King of the Wild Frontier Davy Crockett, through to today's urban myths. Each entry
explains the myth or legend and its importance and provides detailed information about the people
and events involved. Each entry also includes a short bibliography that will direct students or
interested general readers toward other sources for further investigation. Special attention is paid to
African American folklore, Asian American folklore, and the folklore of other traditions that are often
overlooked or marginalized in other studies of the topic.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: American Mythology Don Nardo, 2012-12-28
This volume explores some of the popular myths of the modern United States and discusses their
role in the culture and the values they reflect. Readers are introduced to American frontier heroes,
both real and imaginary, such as Davy Crockett and Paul Bunyon. The book covers details about
legendary ghost ships, haunted houses, pirate treasure, monsters, and lost cities, and relates these
stories to the experiences and values of American culture.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Encyclopedia of American Folklore Linda Watts,
2020-07-01 Folklore has been described as the unwritten literature of a culture: its songs, stories,
sayings, games, rituals, beliefs, and ways of life. Encyclopedia of American Folklore helps readers
explore topics, terms, themes, figures, and issues related to this popular subject. This
comprehensive reference guide addresses the needs of multiple audiences, including high school,
college, and public libraries, archive and museum collections, storytellers, and independent
researchers. Its content and organization correspond to the ways educators integrate folklore within
literacy and wider learning objectives for language arts and cultural studies at the secondary level.
This well-rounded resource connects United States folk forms with their cultural origin, historical
context, and social function. Appendixes include a bibliography, a category index, and a discussion
of starting points for researching American folklore. References and bibliographic material
throughout the text highlight recently published and commonly available materials for further study.
Coverage includes: Folk heroes and legendary figures, including Paul Bunyan and Yankee Doodle
Fables, fairy tales, and myths often featured in American folklore, including Little Red Riding Hood
and The Princess and the Pea American authors who have added to or modified folklore traditions,
including Washington Irving Historical events that gave rise to folklore, including the civil rights



movement and the Revolutionary War Terms in folklore studies, such as fieldwork and the folklife
movement Holidays and observances, such as Christmas and Kwanzaa Topics related to folklore in
everyday life, such as sports folklore and courtship/dating folklore Folklore related to cultural
groups, such as Appalachian folklore and African-American folklore and more.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Write Your Own Tall Tale Natalie M. Rosinsky,
2007-09 Discusses how to write a tall tale, from how to get started to learning the tricks of the trade.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: From Sea to Shining Sea Amy L. Cohn, 1993 A
compilation of more than 120 folk songs, tales, poems, and stories telling the history of America and
reflecting its multicultural society. Illustrated by award-winning artists.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Storytelling Janice M. Del Negro, 2021-06-24
This book serves as both a textbook and reference for faculty and students in LIS courses on
storytelling and a professional guide for practicing librarians, particularly youth services librarians
in public and school libraries. Storytelling: Art and Technique serves professors, students, and
practitioners alike as a textbook, reference, and professional guide. It provides practical instruction
and concrete examples of how to use the power of story to build literacy and presentation skills, as
well as to create community in those same educational spaces. This text illustrates the value of
storytelling, covers the history of storytelling in libraries, and offers valuable guidance for bringing
stories to contemporary listeners, with detailed instructions on the selection, preparation, and
presentation of stories. It also provides guidance around the planning and administration of a
storytelling program. Topics include digital storytelling, open mics and slams, and the neuroscience
of storytelling. An extensive and helpful section of resources for the storyteller is included in an
expanded Part V of this edition.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Deeper Writing Robin W. Holland, 2012-11-15
Your best tool for building fluent writers Make your classroom's writing time really count, with
smart and compelling texts designed to enhance the instruction you're already providing. Whether
you teach 4th grade, 12th, or anything in between, you'll foster authentic writing every day, building
fluency and teaching students to write for a variety of purposes—top priorities in the Common Core.
Look for: 45 quick writes in an easy-to-use framework with suggested grade levels Carefully selected
mentor texts that provide models and inspiration Guidelines for crafting your own quick writes,
tailored to your students’ needs
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Once Upon a Time Judy Freeman, 2007-10-30
Judy Freeman, author of the Books Kids Will Sit Still For series, gives practical how-to tips on how to
tell a story, and write and stage a Reader's Theater script that gets children involved with creative
drama. Reader's theater teaches children how to become better listeners, enriches their thinking
skills, and encourages their response to literature. Included are ideas on using folk and fairy tales,
songs, chants and nonsense rhymes, and a reader's theater script. Also included in this handbook
are 400 plus annotated children's books every storyteller should know, 100 great titles for creative
drama and reader's theatre and professional books and Web sites for storytelling, creative drama
and reader's theater. Grades PreK-6. Judy Freeman, author of the Books Kids Will Sit Still For series,
gives personal and practical how-to tips on how to learn and tell a story, how to act out a story using
creative drama, and how to write and stage a Reader's Theater script. All are guaranteed to get your
children listening, thinking, reading, loving, and living stories with comprehension, fluency,
expression, and joy. Once Upon a Time pulls together a wealth of ideas, activities, and strategies for
using folk and fairy tales, songs, chants, and nonsense rhymes. Also included in this handbook are
the texts of 10 of Judy's favorite stories you can read today and tell tomorrow; a songbook of songs,
chants, and nonsense rhymes; and a Reader's Theater script. You'll also find annotated
bibliographies: 400+ children's books every storyteller should know; 100+ great children's books to
use for creative drama and Reader's Theater; professional books and Web sites for storytelling,
creative drama, and Reader's Theater; and a title and author index. Chapters include: ; Getting
Started with Storytelling ; Judy Freeman's Songbook: Including Songs, Chants, Riddles, and Plenty
of Nonsense ; Judy Freeman's Storybook: Tales You can Hear Today and Tell Tomorrow ; 400+



Children's Books Every Storyteller Should Know ; Getting Started with Creative Drama and Reader's
Theater ; 100+ Children's Books Just Right for Creative Drama and/or Reader's Theater
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Stockings of Buttermilk Neil Philip, 1999 This
handsome volume brings together eighteen American stories from eleven states, all of which are
based on traditional tales of the European cultures that had the earliest influence on this country-the
British Isles, France, Spain, and Germany. Some stories are variants of familiar favorites like Snow
White (A Stepchild That Was Treated Mighty Bad), while others, like The Little Bull with the Golden
Horns, are less well known; some are funny, some poignant. All share a characteristic freshness,
energy, and informality that mark them as purely American. Vividly colored illustrations in the style
of American folk art add humor and charm to this collection of lively, colloquial tales-tales that just
beg to be read aloud. An authoritative introduction and notes place each in its folkloric context.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Folk Heroes and Heroines around the World
Graham Seal, Kim Kennedy White, 2016-03-14 This comprehensive collection of folk hero tales
builds on the success of the first edition by providing readers with expanded contextual information
on story characters from the Americas to Zanzibar. Despite the tremendous differences between
cultures and ethnicities across the world, all of them have folk heroes and heroines—real and
imagined—that have been represented in tales, legends, songs, and verse. These stories persist
through time and space, over generations, even through migrations to new countries and languages.
This encyclopedia is a one-stop source for broad coverage of the world's folk hero tales. Geared
toward high school and early college readers, the book opens with an overview of folk heroes and
heroines that provides invaluable context and then presents a chronology. The book is divided into
two main sections: the first provides entries on the major types and themes; the second addresses
specific folk tale characters organized by continent with folk hero entries organized alphabetically.
Each entry provides cross references as well as a list of further readings. Continent sections include
a bibliography for additional research. The book concludes with an alphabetical list of heroes and an
index of hero types.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Oddball Minnesota Jerome Pohlen, 2003-04
Land of the world's largest prairie chicken, birthplace of Spam, and home of the world's oldest rock,
this is Minnesota, where summers are short, winters are long, and back-road wonders abound. This
entertaining guide wastes no time with descriptions of scenic lakes, pristine bike trails, or quaint
cafes. Instead it directs travelers (and residents) to the spot where Tiny Tim strummed his last notes
on the ukulele; to the Cold Spring chapel where two grasshoppers bow down to the Virgin Mary; and
to the McLeod County Museum, where the mummy on display could be from Peru or outer space.
While ordinary tourists are fighting off mosquitoes in the Boundary Waters, oddball travelers can
size up the world's largest ear of corn and admire the fourth Zamboni ever built. And one last thing:
there aren't 10,000 lakes in Minnesota; there are 14,215. For travelers who are in search of the
unusual, there is no better reason to park the bike and hiking boots in the garage, fill up the gas
tank, and hit the road to Minnesota, where weirdness awaits.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Tall Tales Thematic Unit Amy Shore, 1997-05
Focus on 5 favorite American tall tale heroes, Johnny Appleseed, Davy Crockett, Sally Ann Thunder,
Paul Bunyan & John Henry.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades
6-8 Great Minds, 2014-05-06 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the
expectations of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and
build essential content knowledge for students in grades 6-8. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio
features a comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study
of worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,



updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum
based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Myths and Hero Tales Agnes Regan Perkins,
1997-11-25 This one-stop cross-cultural selective guide to recent retellings of myths and hero tales
for children and young adults will enable teachers and library media specialists to select
comparative myths and tales from various, mostly non-European cultures. The focus is on stories
from Native America, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Central and South America, and Oceania. The
Guide contains extensively annotated entries on 189 books of retellings of myths and hero tales, both
ancient and modern, from around the world published between 1985 and 1996. Represented are
1,455 stories suitable for use with young people from mid-elementary through high school. The
entries, arranged alphabetically by writer, contain complete bibliographic data, age and grade
levels, and evaluative annotations. Seven indexes—title, author, illustrator, culture, story type,
name, and grade level—make searching easy. The story type index will enable teachers to select
comparative myths and tales from different cultures on more than 50 types of myths and hero tales.
Among the many myth types cited are origin of human beings and the world, comparative social
customs and rituals, natural and heavenly phenomena, animal appearance and behavior, searches
and quests, and tricksters. Among the hero tale types are fools and buffoons, kings and queens,
warriors, monster slayers, important female figures, magicians, voyagers and adventurers, and
spiritual leaders. The Guide concludes with a bibliography of retellings published earlier that have
come to be considered standard works.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: World Folklore for Storytellers: Tales of Wonder,
Wisdom, Fools, and Heroes Howard J Sherman, 2014-12-18 Here is a treasury of favorite and little
known tales from Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas, Australia, and Oceania, gracefully retold and
accompanied by fascinating, detailed information of their historic and cultural backgrounds. The
introduction provides an informative overview of folklore, its purpose in world cultures and in
contemporary society and popular culture. Following this, the main sections of the book are
arranged by tale type, covering wonder tales, hero tales, tales of kindness repaid and hope and
redemption, and finally tales of fools and wise people. Each section begins by comparing the tales
cross-culturally, explaining similarities and differences in the folkloric narratives. Tales from diverse
cultures are then presented, introduced, and retold in a highly readable fashion.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Early American Legends and Folktales Joanne
Randolph, 2017-12-15 Early American folktales demonstrate the ambitions and values of the first
settlers in the United States, including bravery, honesty, and a pioneering spirit. These legends, tall
tales, and fairytales also introduced beloved figures like Babe the Blue Ox and Paul Bunyan. This
book explains the traditions of storytelling that are uniquely American and describes how historical
events shaped the stories we still tell in modern day.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Common Core Curriculum Maps in English
Language Arts Great Minds, 2011-10-13 The first books to present specific guidance for teaching
the Common Core State Standards Forty-three states plus D.C and the U.S. Virgin Islands have
signed on to adopt the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The need for curriculum guides to
assist teachers in helping students meet these standards has become imperative. Created by
teachers, for teachers, the research-based curriculum maps in this book present a comprehensive,
coherent sequence of thematic units for teaching the skills outlined in the CCSS for English
language arts in Grades 6-8. Each grade is broken down into six units that include focus standards,
suggested works, sample activities and assessments, lesson plans, etc. Teachers can use the maps to
plan their year and craft their own more detailed lesson plans The maps address every standard in
the CCSS, yet are flexible and adaptable to accommodate diverse teaching styles Any teacher,
school, or district that chooses to follow the Common Core maps can be confident that they are
adhering to the standards.



  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: Bridges to Reading, 3-6 Suzanne I. Barchers,
1999-04-15 Now you can use quality children's literature to teach traditional reading skills!
Providing a balance between traditional and literature-based instruction, these books include
stimulating and instructive lessons based on approximately 150 skills commonly found in basal
readers. These lessons utilize a variety of strategies that can be applied to teaching myriad
skills-from alphabet and alphabetization to word recognition skills. Each featured book includes a
variety of activities and a list of related books. Semantic feature analysis, attribute charts, writing
activities, problem-solving, genre analysis, wordplay, and phonetic analysis are just some of the
strategies covered. Wonderful tools for enlivening reading instruction, these resources reconcile the
need to teach basic skills with the desire to use children's literature.
  american tall tales by mary pope osborne: MORE Best Practices for Middle School
Classrooms Randi Stone, 2010-03-09 There is a little something for everyone. —David Callaway,
Eighth-Grade Language Arts Teacher Rocky Heights Middle School, Highlands Ranch, CO Although
there are many books that provide lessons and units for various levels, the lessons in this book are
very well written and provide more than just the unit instructions. —Diane Smith, School Counselor
Smethport Area School District, PA Best practices BY middle school teachers, FOR middle school
teachers! Best-selling author Randi Stone brings together a collection of best classroom practices by
award-winning teachers from schools throughout the United States to inspire new and experienced
middle school teachers with time-tested ideas. MORE Best Practices for Middle School Classrooms is
packed with ready-to-go lessons and units written by teachers who have used these ideas
successfully in their own classrooms. Each lesson or strategy includes recommended grade levels,
clear objectives, a listing of relevant national or state standards, materials lists, and easy-to-follow
directions and tips. Readers will find ideas for: Managing effective classrooms, using technology,
and assessing students Teaching in science, mathematics, language arts, and social studies
Engaging students in music, art, and physical education Learn how some of the best teachers in the
nation reach their middle school students—with best practices from the teachers themselves!
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