
era of good feelings us history
Era of Good Feelings US History: A Time of National Unity and Change

Era of good feelings us history marks a fascinating and somewhat ironic chapter in the early 19th
century United States. This period, roughly spanning from 1815 to 1825, is often remembered as a
time when political strife seemed to wane, and national pride surged following the War of 1812. But
beneath the surface of this so-called era of harmony, complex social, economic, and political changes
were unfolding—laying the groundwork for future conflicts and transformations in American society.

Understanding the era of good feelings requires a look at its origins, key events, and lasting impact on
the country. Let’s explore how this unique period earned its name, what it truly represented, and why
it remains an essential chapter in the story of US history.

The Origins of the Era of Good Feelings

The phrase "Era of Good Feelings" was popularized after President James Monroe’s goodwill tour of
the Northeast in 1817. Monroe, the fifth President of the United States, was a symbol of national
unity, and his visit stirred a wave of patriotic enthusiasm. This newfound spirit of harmony coincided
with the decline of the Federalist Party, which had been the main opposition to Monroe’s Democratic-
Republicans.

The End of the War of 1812 and National Pride

The conclusion of the War of 1812 played a major role in setting the stage for this era. Though the
war was often called the "Second War of Independence," it ended without a decisive military victory
for either side. However, the successful defense against British invasions and events like the Battle of
New Orleans fostered a strong sense of American nationalism.

After the Treaty of Ghent in 1814, Americans felt more confident about their place on the world stage.
This surge in national pride helped reduce partisan bitterness and contributed to the perception that
the country was entering a period of political goodwill and unity.

The Collapse of the Federalist Party

One of the most significant political developments during this time was the collapse of the Federalist
Party. The Federalists had opposed the War of 1812 and were seen by many as unpatriotic or even
disloyal. Their influence waned sharply after the Hartford Convention, where some Federalists
discussed secession, casting them in a negative light.

With the Federalists virtually disappearing as a national force, the Democratic-Republican Party
became the dominant political entity. This lack of opposition contributed to the “one-party” feel of the
era, creating a political environment that appeared more unified and less divisive.



Key Features of the Era of Good Feelings

While the era is often remembered for its political unity, several other important developments
characterized this period in US history.

Economic Growth and the American System

The post-war era saw significant economic expansion. Henry Clay’s American System became a
guiding philosophy during Monroe’s presidency. This plan aimed to strengthen the national economy
through:

Protective tariffs to support American manufacturing

A national bank to stabilize currency and credit

Federal funding for internal improvements like roads and canals

These policies sought to unify the nation economically and reduce dependence on foreign goods. The
National Road and the Erie Canal were emblematic projects that improved transportation and
commerce, linking different regions more closely than ever before.

Territorial Expansion and the Monroe Doctrine

During the Era of Good Feelings, the United States expanded its territory and influence. The
acquisition of Florida from Spain in 1819 through the Adams-Onís Treaty was a major milestone. This
acquisition helped settle border disputes and opened up new lands for settlement and economic
development.

Another defining moment was the Monroe Doctrine in 1823. President Monroe declared that the
Western Hemisphere was off-limits to future European colonization, asserting a bold stance that
would shape US foreign policy for generations. This doctrine reflected growing American confidence
and ambition on the global stage.

Political Unity vs. Emerging Divisions

Despite the surface appearance of harmony, the era was not entirely free of political tension. Issues
such as slavery, sectionalism, and states’ rights began to simmer beneath the calm exterior.

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was a clear example. As Missouri applied for statehood as a slave
state, the balance between free and slave states in Congress was threatened. The compromise
admitted Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state, maintaining the balance but highlighting
the growing sectional divide.



Social and Cultural Developments

The era also witnessed important cultural and social changes that contributed to the evolving
American identity.

Rise of Nationalism in Arts and Literature

American art and literature began to reflect national themes and pride. Writers like Washington Irving
and James Fenimore Cooper gained prominence with works that celebrated American landscapes,
history, and character. This cultural nationalism helped foster a sense of shared identity among
citizens.

Education and Reform Movements

Education reform gained momentum during this period as well, with efforts to expand public schooling
and improve literacy rates. Additionally, early movements for social reform, including temperance and
prison reform, began to emerge—signaling a growing awareness of societal issues that would become
more pronounced in later decades.

Why the Era of Good Feelings Ended

The era began to unravel in the mid-1820s as political and sectional conflicts intensified. The
contentious presidential election of 1824, which ended with John Quincy Adams winning through a
controversial "corrupt bargain," exposed fractures within the Democratic-Republican Party.

Following this election, the party splintered, eventually giving rise to new political alignments such as
the Democrats under Andrew Jackson and the National Republicans, later Whigs. These divisions
made it clear that the era of political goodwill was over and a more contentious phase in US politics
had begun.

The Growing Sectional Divide

The issues surrounding slavery, economic interests, and regional identities became increasingly
difficult to reconcile. The Missouri Compromise was a temporary fix, but the underlying tensions
continued to build, setting the stage for the sectional conflicts that would culminate in the Civil War
decades later.

Changing National Priorities

As the nation expanded westward and industrialized, the questions of federal versus state power,



economic policy, and social reform took center stage. These debates reflected a country grappling
with rapid change and the complexities of managing a diverse and growing population.

The era’s initial optimism gave way to a more realistic recognition of the challenges ahead, but the
legacy of national pride and the policies initiated during this time would continue to influence
American development.

The era of good feelings in US history thus stands as a unique moment when unity and optimism
prevailed temporarily, yet it also revealed the deep-seated challenges that the young republic faced.
Understanding this period helps us appreciate the complex interplay between unity and division that
has shaped the United States over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Era of Good Feelings in U.S. history?
The Era of Good Feelings was a period in U.S. history from about 1817 to 1825, marked by a sense of
national purpose and a desire for unity following the War of 1812, during James Monroe's presidency.

Why is the Era of Good Feelings considered significant?
It is significant because it represented a time of political unity with the decline of the Federalist Party,
economic growth, and westward expansion, helping to shape the young nation's identity.

What political party dominated during the Era of Good
Feelings?
The Democratic-Republican Party dominated during the Era of Good Feelings, as the Federalist Party
had largely collapsed, leading to a one-party political system.

What were some of the key events during the Era of Good
Feelings?
Key events include the Missouri Compromise of 1820, the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, and the Panic of
1819, which was the first major financial crisis in the U.S.

How did the Era of Good Feelings affect U.S. foreign policy?
The era saw the Monroe Doctrine, which asserted U.S. opposition to European colonization and
interference in the Americas, signaling a more assertive American foreign policy.

What factors contributed to the end of the Era of Good
Feelings?
The Era ended due to rising sectional tensions over slavery and economic differences, the collapse of
the one-party system, and the contentious election of 1824 which led to political realignment.



Additional Resources
**The Era of Good Feelings: A Defining Chapter in U.S. History**

era of good feelings us history marks a distinctive period in early 19th-century America
characterized by a surge of national unity and political harmony following the War of 1812. This era,
roughly spanning from 1815 to 1825 during the presidency of James Monroe, is often remembered as
a time when the intense partisan divisions that had previously plagued the young nation appeared to
subside. However, beneath the surface of this seemingly tranquil period lay complex economic, social,
and political challenges that would shape the trajectory of the United States for decades to come.

Historical Context of the Era of Good Feelings

The term "Era of Good Feelings" was coined by a Boston newspaper in 1817 during Monroe’s goodwill
tour of New England, a region that had been notably hostile to the Democratic-Republican
administration. The phrase captured the optimism associated with the decline of the Federalist Party
and the apparent dominance of the Democratic-Republicans, fostering a temporary sense of political
unity. This newfound harmony was partly a response to external pressures, most notably the War of
1812, which had stirred patriotic fervor and underscored the need for national solidarity.

The conclusion of the war brought about a surge in American nationalism. The country had
successfully defended its sovereignty against Britain, and the Federalist Party, which had opposed the
war, lost credibility—particularly after the controversial Hartford Convention, which many viewed as
unpatriotic or even treasonous. Consequently, the Democratic-Republicans stood largely unopposed,
which contributed to the perception of political consensus.

Key Features and Developments

Several defining features characterize the era of good feelings US history scholars emphasize:

Political Unity and the Decline of Partisan Conflict: The collapse of the Federalist Party
left the Democratic-Republicans as the predominant political force, reducing bitter partisan
conflicts and fostering a sense of national unity.

Economic Growth and the American System: Henry Clay’s “American System” played a
crucial role in shaping economic policy, advocating for protective tariffs, a national bank, and
internal improvements like roads and canals to promote commerce and industry.

Territorial Expansion: The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was a landmark legislative effort to
balance the interests of free and slave states, reflecting ongoing tensions about the expansion
of slavery into new territories.

Nationalism in Culture and Foreign Policy: This period saw a rise in American cultural
nationalism, with growing pride in American art, literature, and architecture, as well as a more
assertive foreign policy stance epitomized by the Monroe Doctrine of 1823.



The Political Landscape: Unity and Underlying Divisions

The era’s hallmark political feature was the one-party dominance of the Democratic-Republicans,
which temporarily muted the fierce party rivalries that had defined earlier decades. Yet, this seeming
political harmony concealed emerging fractures within the party itself.

The Decline of the Federalist Party

By 1815, the Federalist Party was effectively marginalized. Its opposition to the War of 1812 and the
Hartford Convention severely damaged its reputation. This decline allowed the Democratic-
Republicans to capture nearly all significant political offices and governances, including the
presidency, Congress, and many state legislatures.

Despite the loss of formal opposition, the Democratic-Republican Party was far from monolithic.
Regional and ideological differences began to emerge, particularly around economic policies and
slavery, sowing the seeds for future political realignments.

Internal Divisions Within the Democratic-Republicans

While national unity was the overt narrative, factions within the Democratic-Republicans debated
crucial issues. For example, the industrializing North generally supported tariffs and federal
infrastructure spending, while the agrarian South opposed these measures, fearing economic
disadvantages and increased federal power.

The contentious debate over Missouri's admission to the Union highlighted these fissures. The
Missouri Compromise allowed Missouri to enter as a slave state and Maine as a free state, maintaining
the Senate's balance but exposing the deep sectional divisions that would eventually culminate in the
Civil War.

Economic Growth and the American System

Economic policies during the era of good feelings US history enthusiasts often cite reveal a nation
striving for self-sufficiency and modernization.

Protective Tariffs and the National Bank

The Tariff of 1816 was the first protective tariff in U.S. history, designed to shield budding American
industries from British competition. This policy received support primarily from Northern
manufacturers, while Southern planters opposed it because it raised the cost of imported goods.



The rechartering of the Second Bank of the United States in 1816 was another vital component of
economic policy. The bank aimed to stabilize the currency and credit system, fostering economic
growth and reducing financial instability experienced in earlier years.

Internal Improvements and Infrastructure

Henry Clay’s vision for internal improvements sought to enhance national connectivity through roads,
canals, and other infrastructure projects. The construction of the Erie Canal, completed in 1825,
exemplified this effort, dramatically reducing transportation costs and linking the agricultural Midwest
to Eastern markets.

However, debates over federal funding for such projects revealed tensions about the limits of federal
authority, with some arguing that such expenditures should be left to the states.

Territorial Expansion and Slavery Debates

The era of good feelings also coincided with significant territorial growth, which intensified debates
over the extension of slavery.

The Missouri Compromise

One of the most significant events of this period was the Missouri Compromise of 1820. As Missouri
applied for statehood as a slave state, Northern legislators feared this would upset the delicate
balance of power in Congress. The compromise admitted Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free
state, maintaining sectional equilibrium.

Moreover, it established the 36°30′ parallel as the dividing line for slavery in the western territories,
forbidding slavery north of this line (except Missouri). While the compromise temporarily quelled
tensions, it foreshadowed the sectional conflicts that would dominate American politics in the coming
decades.

Manifestations of Nationalism

Beyond politics and economics, the era of good feelings fostered a cultural nationalism that sought to
define a uniquely American identity. This period witnessed a surge in literature, art, and architecture
reflecting American themes and ideals. Writers like Washington Irving and James Fenimore Cooper
gained prominence, while architectural styles such as the Greek Revival symbolized democratic
ideals.

In foreign policy, the Monroe Doctrine asserted U.S. opposition to European colonialism in the
Americas, signaling a more confident and independent international posture.



Assessing the Era of Good Feelings: Pros and Cons

Understanding the era of good feelings US history perspectives recognize requires balancing its
achievements against its limitations.

Pros:

Temporary political peace and reduced partisan strife.

Economic modernization through tariffs, banking, and infrastructure projects.

Expansion of national territory and influence.

Growth of American cultural nationalism.

Cons:

Underlying sectional tensions over slavery and federal power remained unresolved.

Economic policies favored some regions over others, exacerbating sectional divisions.

The era’s apparent unity masked deep political factionalism within the dominant party.

Indigenous peoples and marginalized groups saw little benefit from national policies.

The era’s legacy is, therefore, complex. While it marked a high point of national optimism and political
cooperation, it also highlighted the limits of consensus in a rapidly evolving society.

The era of good feelings US history reveals is less an unbroken period of harmony and more a
transitional phase, setting the stage for the turbulent decades ahead. The optimism and nationalism
of the time coexisted with unresolved conflicts that would eventually redefine the nation’s political
and social landscape.
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  era of good feelings us history: AP US History Eugene V. Resnick, 2020-08-04 Looking for an
additional way to prep for the AP exam? Check out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast wherever you
get your favorite podcasts. Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP
experts! Barron’s AP U.S. History: 2021-2022 includes in-depth content review and practice. It’s the
only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from
Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 2 full-length practice tests Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth
review covering all Units on the AP U.S.History Exam Reinforce your learning with practice
questions at the end of each chapter
  era of good feelings us history: AP US History Premium Eugene V. Resnick, 2020-08-04
Looking for an additional way to prep for the AP exam? Check out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast
wherever you get your favorite podcasts. Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content
from AP experts! Barron’s AP U.S. History Premium: 2021-2022 includes in-depth content review
and online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by
Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build
your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with
tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be
Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests--2 in the book
and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units on the AP U.S.
History Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter Interactive
Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning
Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with
detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with automated scoring to check
your learning progress
  era of good feelings us history: AP U.S. History Premium, 2025: Prep Book with 5 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational Series, Eugene V. Resnick,
2024-07-16 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP
U.S. History Premium, 2025 includes in‑depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book
you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all
content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review
tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam
day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking
skills with 5 full‑length practice tests‑‑2 in the book and 3 more online–plus detailed answer
explanationsand sample responses for all questions Strengthen your knowledge with in‑depth review
covering all Units on the AP U.S. History Exam Reinforce your learning with multiple-choice practice
questions at the end of each chapter that cover frequently tested topics within that unit Refine your
historical thinking skills and learn how to make connections between topics by reviewing hundreds
of sidebars throughout the book that define and relate key ideas Online Practice Continue your
practice with 3 full‑length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam
experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations
and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress Going forward, this
exam will only be offered in a digital format. Barron's AP online tests offer a digital experience with
a timed test option to get you ready for test day. Visit the Barron's Learning Hub for more digital
practice. Looking for more ways to prep? Check out Barron's AP U.S. History Podcast wherever you
get your favorite podcasts AND power up your study sessions with Barron's AP U.S. History on
Kahoot!-- additional, free prep to help you ace your exam!
  era of good feelings us history: U.S. History, Grades 6 - 8 Lee, 2008-09-02 Bring history to
life for students in grades 6 and up using U.S. History: People and Events (1607–1865)! This



128-page book provides a full-spectrum view of some of the most fascinating and influential lives and
occurrences in U.S. history. It features biographical sketches and overviews from the arrival of the
Mayflower to the end of the Civil War. The book includes time lines and reinforcement questions and
works perfectly as a full unit or classroom supplement. It supports NCSS standards and the National
Standards for History.
  era of good feelings us history: U.S. History 1820-1850 - Historical Timelines for Kids |
American Historian Guide for Children | 5th Grade Social Studies Baby Professor, 2017-12-01 How
did the US get to its state today? The past will reveal the decisions leaders made and how they
affected the people. Some of those decisions have even created ripples that react the modern times.
For this history book, the focus will only on from 1820 to 1850. Breeze through those 30 years within
a few minutes. Grab a copy now.
  era of good feelings us history: AP U.S. History Premium, 2024: Comprehensive Review
With 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Eugene V. Resnick, 2023-07-04 Sharpen
your test-taking skills with five full-length practice tests--two in the book and three more online;
strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all units on the AP U.S. History exam;
reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter--
  era of good feelings us history: Liberty in America and Beyond: Insights from Historical
Thinkers Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-12 Embark on an enlightening journey through the evolution
of liberty in America with Liberty in America and Beyond: Insights from Historical Thinkers. This
comprehensive and thought-provoking book delves into the rich history of this fundamental concept,
tracing its origins, examining its transformations, and exploring its profound impact on the nation's
identity and destiny. From the earliest European settlements to the modern era, liberty has been an
ever-present force shaping America's political, social, and cultural landscapes. This book unveils the
diverse interpretations and manifestations of liberty throughout history, shedding light on the ideas,
events, and individuals that have shaped its development. Discover how the founding fathers, deeply
influenced by Enlightenment ideals, meticulously crafted the Constitution and the Bill of Rights,
enshrining the principles of liberty and individual rights. Witness the struggle for racial equality
unfold, from the abolition of slavery to the Civil Rights Movement, and learn about the ongoing quest
for social justice and economic equality. Explore the challenges posed to liberty by world wars, the
Cold War, and technological advancements. Delve into the debates surrounding freedom of speech,
religious freedom, and the balance between individual rights and collective responsibility. Liberty in
America and Beyond: Insights from Historical Thinkers is an essential resource for anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of American history, politics, and culture. It provides a comprehensive
overview of the concept of liberty, examining its complexities, contradictions, and enduring
significance. With its engaging narrative and thought-provoking insights, this book offers a fresh
perspective on the evolution of liberty in America. It is a must-read for scholars, students, and
anyone interested in exploring the foundations of American democracy. If you like this book, write a
review!
  era of good feelings us history: Take Five Minutes: American History Class Openers Cantu,
2002-02 Six different types of critical thinking activities covering 72 topics set the instructional
stage for history lessons and provoke higher order thinking.
  era of good feelings us history: American History through Its Greatest Speeches Jolyon P.
Girard, Darryl Mace, Courtney Michelle Smith, 2016-12-05 What did America's greatest orators say
regarding significant issues and concerns throughout United States history? This three-volume set
examines hundreds of the most historically significant speeches from colonial times to the modern
era, allowing readers to consider exactly what the speakers said—and to better understand the
motivations behind each speech as well as the effect on the audiences that heard them. This
essential reference work presents the most important and historically significant speeches delivered
since colonial times, providing in essence a documentary history of the United States through these
public utterances. Readers can witness American history unfold firsthand through these stirring and
at times controversial speeches—from Patrick Henry's fiery words calling for an American



revolution, through the words of the 19th-century abolitionists and Lincoln's immortal Gettysburg
Address, and up through the 20th century with President Wilson's famous Fourteen Points, FDR
reminding Americans that the only thing they had to fear was fear itself, and George W. Bush
responding to the attacks of September 11. For students, teachers, librarians, and general readers,
this indispensable work provides essential reference resources on the speeches of great significance
in American history. Each speech is prefaced by a contextual headnote that provides essential
background information and specific details about the speech. This three-volume set also includes a
timeline, a historical review of each era, biographical sketches of each speaker, and anecdotal
sidebars containing additional information about the speech or speakers.
  era of good feelings us history: US History Revolution to Reconstruction - ADVANCE
PREVIEW MI Open Book Project, 2017-06-30 The history of the United States from the
Revolutionary War to Reconstruction, designed for Michigan 8th Graders.
  era of good feelings us history: Kaplan AP U.S. History 2016 Krista Dornbush, 2015-08-04
The Advanced Placement test preparation guide that delivers 75 years of proven Kaplan experience
and features exclusive strategies, practice, and review to help students ace the AP U.S. History
exam! Students spend the school year preparing for the AP U.S. History test. Now it’s time to reap
the rewards: money-saving college credit, advanced placement, or an admissions edge. However,
achieving a top score on the AP U.S. History exam requires more than knowing the
material—students need to get comfortable with the test format itself, prepare for pitfalls, and arm
themselves with foolproof strategies. That’s where the Kaplan plan has the clear advantage. Kaplan's
AP U.S. History 2016 contains many essential and unique features to help improve test scores,
including: * Four full-length practice tests and a diagnostic test to target areas for score
improvement * Detailed answer explanations * Expert video tutorials * A study sheet packed with
key dates, terms, and facts * Tips and strategies for scoring higher from expert AP U.S. History
teachers and students who got a perfect 5 on the exam * Targeted review of the most up-to-date
content, including any information about test changes and key information that is specific to the AP
U.S. History exam * A comprehensive index and glossary of key terms and concepts Kaplan's AP U.S.
History 2016 authors Krista Dornbush, Steve Mercado, and Diane Vecchio have a combined total of
over 40 years of experience teaching U.S. history as well as world and European history. Their
expertise has helped make this and other books the best that Kaplan has to offer in AP test prep.
Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2016 provides students with everything they need to improve their
scores—guaranteed. Kaplan’s Higher Score guarantee provides security that no other test
preparation guide on the market can match. Kaplan has helped more than three million students to
prepare for standardized tests. We invest more than $4.5 million annually in research and support
for our products. We know that our test-taking techniques and strategies work and our materials are
completely up-to-date. Kaplan's AP U.S. History 2016 is the must-have preparation tool for every
student looking to do better on the AP U.S. History test!
  era of good feelings us history: American History James P. Stobaugh, James Stobaugh, 2012
Respected Christian educator, Dr. James Stobaugh, offers an entire year of high school American
history curriculum in an easy to teach and comprehensive volume. American History: Observations
& Assessments from Early Settlement to Today employs clear objectives and challenging
assignments for the tenth grade student. From before the birth of our republic to the principles of
liberty, American history trends, philosophies, and events are thoroughly explored. The following
components are covered for the student:Critical thinkingExaminations of historical theories, terms,
and conceptsHistory makers who changed the course of AmericaOverviews and insights into world
views. Students will complete this course knowing the Christian influences that created a beacon of
hope and opportunity that still draws millions to the United States of America. This 384-page student
resource should be used in conjunction with the American History: Observations & Assessments
from Early Settlement to Today for the Teacher. British History and World History are included in
this comprehensive high school history curriculum for 10th, 11th, and 12th grades offered by Dr.
James Stobaugh and Master Books.



  era of good feelings us history: Dilemmas of Presidential Leadership Richard Ellis, Aaron
B. Wildavsky, 1989-01-01 Dilemmas of Presidential Leadership challenges the widely accepted
distinction between traditional and modern presidencies, a dichotomy by which political science has
justified excluding from its domain of inquiry all presidents preceding Franklin Roosevelt. Rather
than divide history into two mutually exclusive eras, Richard Ellis and Aaron Wildavsky divide the
world into three sorts of people-egalitarians, individualists and hierarchs. All presidents, the authors
contend, must manage the competition between these rival political cultures. It is this commonality
which lays the basis for comparing presidents across time. To summarize and simplify, the book
addresses two general categories of presidencies. The first is the president with a blend of
egalitarian and individualist cultural propensities. Spawned by the American revolution, this
anti-authoritarian cultural alliance dominated American politics until it was torn asunder by what
Charles Beard has called the second American revolution, the Civil War. The Jeffersonian and
Jacksonian presidents labored, with varying degrees of success, to square the exercise of authority
with their own and their followers' ami-: authoritarian principles. They also were faced with
intraparly conflicts that periodically flared up between egalitarian and individualist followers. The
president with hierarchical cultural propensities faced different problems. While the precise
contours of the dilemma varied, all straggled in one way or another to reconcile their own and their
party's preferences with the anti-hierarchical ethos that inhered in the society and the polity.
Hierarchical presidents like Washington and Adams were hamstrung by this dilemma, as were Whig
leaders like Henry Clay and Daniel Webster who aspired to the presidency but never achieved it.
.Abraham Lincoln's greatness resided in part in his ability to resolve the hierarch's dilemma. He
operated in wartime when he could invoke the commander-in-chief clause, and he created a new
cultural combination in which hierarchy was subordinated to individualism. This, suggest the
authors, was a key to his greatness. The unique dimension of this volume is its use of cultural theory
to explain presidential behavior. It also differs from other books in that, it deals with pre-modern
presidents who are too often treated as only of antiquarian interest in mainstream political science
literature on the presidency. The analysis lays the groundwork for a new basis for comparison of
early presidents with modern presidents.
  era of good feelings us history: Exploring American History Tom Lansford, Thomas E.
Woods, Jr., 2007-09 Americans are fond of describing their country as a young nation. Though there
is much in that description that is true, it should not obscure the richness and variety of the nations
pasta past that provides the indispensable key to understanding the nations present. This completely
new reference set examines in detail the formative stages of Americas essential past from European
settlement of the Western Hemisphere and the displacement of indigenous peoples to the birth of
the United States and its astonishing growth, in both population and territory, from a modest
confederation of thirteen independent states.
  era of good feelings us history: Encyclopedia of American Political Parties and Elections
Larry Sabato, Howard R. Ernst, 2014-05-14 Presents a complete reference guide to American
political parties and elections, including an A-Z listing of presidential elections with terms, people
and events involved in the process.
  era of good feelings us history: Presidents and Presidencies in American History Jolyon P.
Girard, 2019-10-07 This innovative encyclopedia explores the life and times of America's forty-five
presidents—from the first administration to that of Donald Trump. Forty-five men have served as
President of the United States since George Washington swore the oath of office in 1789 in New
York City. Some have proved exceptional leaders, and others have not. Some have faced serious
crises, both foreign and domestic. Franklin Roosevelt was elected to four terms, leading the country
through a major economic depression and a world war, while one held the office for only a single
month. Each, however, played a key role in the evolution of United States history. Each of their
histories therefore remains a critical civics lesson to consider. This four-volume encyclopedia
provides an expansive analysis of the life and times of each United States president in chronological
order from George Washington to Donald Trump. Each chapter includes a timeline, a biographical



sketch, a historical overview, and an analytical essay concerning the president and his presidency.
Each also includes a substantial selection of related primary documents presenting important
presidential speeches and correspondence. A suggested reading list for further study of each
president rounds out each entry.
  era of good feelings us history: The Magazine of American History with Notes and
Queries John Austin Stevens, Benjamin Franklin DeCosta, Henry Phelps Johnston, Martha Joanna
Lamb, Nathan Gillett Pond, Benjamin Franklin De Costa, 1886
  era of good feelings us history: Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and the British
Challenge to Republican America, 1783–95 Michael Schwarz, 2017-05-30 In the aftermath of the
American Revolution, the friendship between Virginians Thomas Jefferson and James Madison
became one of the most important political collaborations in American history. This study examines
the origins and evolution of their partnership, placing it within the context of US–British relations
following the Revolution and analyzing how their relationship affected early republican politics.
  era of good feelings us history: CliffsNotes AP U. S. History Cram Plan Melissa Young
(Historian), Joy Mondragon-Gilmore, 2018-10-09 CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan gives you a
study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even one
week left to review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. History Cram Plan
calendarizes a study plan for the 489,000 AP U.S. History test-takers depending on how much time
they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this plan-to-ace-the-exam product include:
- 2-months study calendar and 1-month study calendar - Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers
pinpoint strengths and weaknesses - Subject reviews that include test tips and chapter-end quizzes -
Full-length model practice exam with answers and explanations
  era of good feelings us history: The Dazzling Republic Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-14 In
**The Dazzling Republic**, we embark on a captivating journey through the formative years of the
United States of America, a period of transformation and nation-building that shaped the destiny of a
young republic. Spanning from 1789 to 1829, this era witnessed the birth of a new political identity,
the expansion of territory, and the struggle for equality amidst the institution of slavery. From the
ratification of the Constitution and the leadership of George Washington to the challenges of
establishing a stable government, the book delves into the delicate balance between individual
liberty and the necessity of a strong central authority. The Whiskey Rebellion of 1794 serves as a
backdrop for examining the tensions between states' rights and federal power. The emergence of
political parties, with the Federalists and Democratic-Republicans vying for influence, highlights the
evolving political landscape of the early republic. The election of Thomas Jefferson in 1800 marks a
turning point towards a more democratic vision for the nation, while the Louisiana Purchase doubles
the size of the country and opens up new frontiers for settlement. The War of 1812 tests the
resilience of the young nation, and the burning of Washington, D.C., by British forces becomes a
symbol of American defiance. The subsequent Treaty of Ghent restores peace and marks a new
chapter in Anglo-American relations. The post-war period, known as the Era of Good Feelings, is
characterized by a surge of nationalism and economic prosperity. The transportation revolution,
fueled by steamboats and canals, facilitates trade and westward expansion, while cultural
developments flourish in literature, art, and education. However, beneath the surface of prosperity,
tensions simmer. The institution of slavery remains a persistent stain on the nation's conscience,
leading to debates over states' rights, morality, and the future of the Union. The Second Great
Awakening, a religious revival movement, sweeps across the nation, shaping social and cultural
values and giving rise to reform movements such as abolitionism and temperance. The territorial
expansion of the United States continues apace, driven by the belief in Manifest Destiny. The
acquisition of Florida from Spain and the Mexican-American War result in significant territorial
gains, while the Gold Rush of 1849 lures fortune seekers from around the world to California. The
struggle over slavery intensifies, with the Missouri Compromise of 1820 attempting to maintain a
delicate balance between slave and free states. The Nat Turner Rebellion of 1831 highlights the
inherent contradictions of a nation founded on liberty while perpetuating slavery. The Market



Revolution, fueled by technological innovations and industrialization, transforms the economic
landscape. Mass production and the growth of cities lead to new opportunities and challenges, while
labor movements emerge to advocate for workers' rights. The Age of Reform, spanning the early
decades of the 19th century, witnesses a surge of social activism. Reformers champion education
reform, improvements in the treatment of the mentally ill, and the women's rights movement gains
momentum, advocating for suffrage and equality. The Road to Civil War, a period of heightened
tensions and deepening divisions, culminates in the outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861. The
election of Abraham Lincoln, the secession of Southern states, and the attack on Fort Sumter mark
the beginning of a conflict that would redefine the nation's destiny. **The Dazzling Republic** offers
a comprehensive examination of this transformative era, exploring the challenges, triumphs, and
complexities that shaped the early years of the United States of America. From the birth of a new
nation to the road to Civil War, this book provides a deeper understanding of the nation's formative
years and the enduring legacy of the early republic. If you like this book, write a review!
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