how to make a paper frog

How to Make a Paper Frog: A Fun and Easy Origami Project

how to make a paper frog is a delightful craft that has entertained kids and adults alike for
generations. This simple origami project not only sparks creativity but also offers a hands-on way to
explore the art of paper folding. Whether you're looking for a fun activity on a rainy day or a creative
way to engage children, learning how to make a paper frog is both rewarding and enjoyable. Plus,

once you master the basic folds, you can experiment with different paper sizes and colors to create a
whole family of paper frogs.

Why Choose Origami Frogs?

Origami, the traditional Japanese art of paper folding, transforms a flat sheet of paper into intricate
shapes without cutting or gluing. Among countless origami designs, the paper frog stands out due to
its playful nature and interactive element—it can even jump! Making a paper frog is a great
introduction to origami because it involves fundamental folds and encourages fine motor skills.
Additionally, this craft is perfect for classrooms, parties, or as a calming hobby.

Materials You'll Need to Make a Paper Frog

Before diving into the folding process, it's helpful to gather the right materials. Fortunately, making a
paper frog requires very few supplies:

e Square sheet of paper: Traditional origami paper works best, but any square piece of paper
will do. You can easily create a square by folding and trimming a rectangular sheet.

e Flat surface: A clean table or desk to make precise folds.

e Optional: Colored markers or stickers to decorate your frog.

The Step-by-Step Process: How to Make a Paper Frog

Let’s break down the process into straightforward steps that anyone can follow.

Step 1: Start with a Square Paper

Ensure your paper is perfectly square. This is crucial because uneven edges can affect the symmetry



of your frog. If you only have rectangular paper, fold one corner diagonally to the opposite edge, then
cut off the excess to make a square.

Step 2: Fold the Paper in Half Diagonally

Fold the square paper diagonally to form a triangle. Crease the fold well and then unfold it. Repeat
this with the other diagonal so your paper has two crease lines crossing at the center.

Step 3: Create a Smaller Square Base

Fold the paper in half horizontally and vertically, creasing each time and unfolding. These folds will
help you make the base for the frog.

Step 4: Form the Frog’s Body

Using the creases as guides, fold the corners inward to meet at the center, creating a smaller square
shape, often called the “waterbomb base” in origami. This step starts to shape the frog’s body.

Step 5: Shape the Frog's Legs

Fold the bottom corners outwards to make the frog’s hind legs. Then fold the top corners down
slightly to form the front legs. These folds give the frog a more lifelike appearance.

Step 6: Add the Jumping Mechanism

One of the coolest parts of a paper frog is that it can jump. Fold the bottom flap upwards, crease it
well, and then press down on it to “load” the frog. When you release, your frog will hop forward!

Step 7: Decorate Your Paper Frog

Use markers or stickers to draw eyes, a mouth, or patterns on your frog. Personalizing your creation
makes the project more engaging and fun.

Tips for Making the Best Paper Frog

Origami can sometimes be tricky, especially for beginners, but with a few tips, your paper frog will
look fantastic and jump great.



e Use crisp folds: Sharpen your creases by running your fingernail or a folding tool along each
fold. This makes the paper easier to manipulate and results in cleaner shapes.

e Choose the right paper: Thinner paper works best for intricate folds. Heavy cardstock or thick
paper can be challenging to fold precisely.

e Be patient: Take your time with each fold. Rushing can lead to inaccurate creases and a less
polished frog.

¢ Practice makes perfect: If your first frog doesn’t turn out as expected, try again. Each
attempt will improve your folding skills.

Exploring Variations: Beyond the Basic Paper Frog

Once you've mastered the classic paper frog, why not experiment with different styles? Origami
enthusiasts have developed numerous variations that add flair or new functions.

Jumping Paper Frog with Extended Legs

By lengthening the leg folds or using larger paper, you can create frogs that jump farther. This is a fun
challenge for kids who enjoy playing with their creations.

Decorative Origami Frogs

Try using patterned origami paper to make your frogs more visually interesting. You can also add
googly eyes or embellishments for a whimsical touch.

Miniature Paper Frogs

For a more advanced project, fold tiny frogs using small pieces of paper. This requires precision but
yields adorable miniature frogs that can be used as decorations or gifts.

Why Making a Paper Frog Is More Than Just a Craft

Engaging in origami, such as making paper frogs, offers benefits beyond the immediate fun. It
enhances concentration, improves hand-eye coordination, and encourages problem-solving skills. For
children, it's an excellent way to develop patience and creativity. For adults, origami can be a relaxing
and meditative activity, providing a break from the digital world.



Moreover, sharing this craft with family or friends creates bonding opportunities. Teaching someone
how to make a paper frog can be a joyful experience, fostering a sense of accomplishment and
shared creativity.

Where to Find Resources and Tutorials

If you want to explore more about how to make a paper frog, there are plenty of resources available
online. Video tutorials can be especially helpful because you can see each fold in action. Websites
dedicated to origami often offer step-by-step diagrams and downloadable templates. Also, origami
books found in libraries or bookstores provide comprehensive guides for all skill levels.

Final Thoughts on Creating Your Own Paper Frog

Learning how to make a paper frog is a charming way to dive into the world of origami. It's accessible,
inexpensive, and endlessly customizable. Whether you're crafting with kids, seeking a new hobby, or
just looking to add a bit of fun to your day, folding a paper frog is a satisfying and creative endeavor.
So grab a sheet of paper and give it a try—you might just find yourself hooked on the art of paper
folding!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do | need to make a paper frog?

You need a square piece of paper, preferably origami paper, a flat surface to fold on, and optionally a
marker to add details.

How do | start folding a paper frog?

Begin with a square piece of paper, fold it diagonally in both directions to form an X crease, then fold
it in half horizontally and vertically to create a plus sign crease.

What is the basic fold technique used in making a paper frog?

The basic fold used is the 'frog base' in origami, which involves creating a series of valley and
mountain folds to shape the frog's body and legs.

How can | make my paper frog jump?

After completing the folds, press down on the back end of the frog and release quickly to make it
jump. Adjust the folds to improve the jumping mechanism.



Are there any video tutorials recommended for making a
paper frog?

Yes, many origami experts on YouTube provide step-by-step video tutorials for making paper frogs,
such as channels like Origami with Jo Nakashima or Paper Kawaii.

Can | use regular printer paper to make a paper frog?

Yes, you can use regular printer paper, but it is easier to fold and results in a better frog if you use
origami paper, which is thinner and square-shaped.

How long does it typically take to make a paper frog?

For beginners, it usually takes about 10 to 15 minutes to make a paper frog. With practice, it can be
done in under 5 minutes.

Are there different styles of paper frogs | can make?

Yes, there are various styles, from simple jumping frogs to more complex realistic frogs with detailed
features. You can find different patterns online to try.

What are some tips to improve my paper frog folding skills?

Practice regularly, use crisp folds, work with good quality origami paper, watch tutorial videos
carefully, and be patient with complex folds to improve your paper frog making skills.

Additional Resources

**Mastering the Craft: How to Make a Paper Frog**

how to make a paper frog is a timeless craft that combines creativity, precision, and cultural
tradition. This simple yet engaging paper folding activity not only fosters fine motor skills but also
provides a glimpse into the ancient art of origami. In an era where digital entertainment dominates,
revisiting hands-on crafts like making a paper frog offers a refreshing, tactile experience that
encourages mindfulness and patience.

The process of creating a paper frog involves a series of deliberate folds that transform a flat sheet of
paper into a dynamic, three-dimensional figure capable of mimicking a frog’s jump. Understanding
the nuances of this craft requires an appreciation of both the technical steps and the broader context
of paper folding as an educational and recreational tool. This article will explore how to make a paper
frog with detailed instructions, the benefits of engaging in origami, and practical tips to enhance the
folding experience.

Understanding the Basics of Making a Paper Frog

Origami, the Japanese art of paper folding, has been practiced for centuries. Within this tradition, the



paper frog stands out as a popular model due to its interactive element—it can actually leap when
pressed correctly. Learning how to make a paper frog introduces foundational origami techniques
such as valley folds, mountain folds, and precise creasing.

The standard paper frog model typically starts with a square piece of paper, which can be any size,
but commonly ranges from 6-inch to 10-inch squares. The choice of paper affects the ease of folding
and the final functionality of the frog. Origami paper, which is thin and crisp, is ideal for achieving
sharp creases and detailed folds. However, standard printer paper or colored craft paper can also be
used effectively.

Step-by-Step Guide: How to Make a Paper Frog

While numerous variations exist, the following method outlines a classic jumping paper frog design:

1. Prepare the Paper: Start with a square sheet of paper. If using rectangular paper, trim it to a
perfect square.

2. Create Diagonal Folds: Fold the paper diagonally from corner to corner, creating an X crease
in the center. Unfold after each fold to maintain crisp lines.

3. Form the Base: Fold the paper in half horizontally and vertically, then collapse it into a
preliminary base by bringing opposite corners toward the center.

4. Shape the Frog’s Body: Fold the top corners down to the bottom edge, creating a kite shape.
Next, fold the edges inward to refine the frog’s body outline.

5. Make the Legs: Fold the bottom edges outward to form the frog’s legs. These folds are critical
as they provide the frog with its jumping mechanism.

6. Finish and Test: Flip the frog over and fold the rear legs upward to create a spring effect.
Press down on the frog’s back and release to make it jump.

This process demands careful attention to detail; imprecise folds can hinder the frog’s ability to leap.
Patience and practice improve both the aesthetic and functional outcome.

The Educational and Recreational Value of Making
Paper Frogs

Engaging in origami such as making a paper frog offers multiple educational benefits. Studies in
developmental psychology highlight how origami activities enhance spatial reasoning, concentration,
and hand-eye coordination in children and adults alike. The sequential nature of folding mirrors
problem-solving processes, encouraging cognitive development.

From a recreational standpoint, crafting paper frogs serves as a low-cost, portable pastime that



requires minimal materials. Unlike digital games, it promotes physical interaction and can be a social
activity when shared among peers or family. The dynamic feature of the frog’s jump adds an element
of fun and accomplishment, differentiating it from static paper models.

Comparing Paper Types for Optimal Frog Folding

Selecting the appropriate paper is a subtle yet impactful aspect of learning how to make a paper frog.
Here is a comparative overview of commonly used paper types:

* Origami Paper: Thin, square sheets with a smooth texture, designed specifically for folding.
Best for intricate folds and crisp creases.

¢ Printer Paper: Readily available and inexpensive but thicker, making tight folds slightly more
challenging.

e Construction Paper: Heavier and more textured; not ideal for precise folds but suitable for
larger, simpler models.

e Recycled Paper: Environmentally friendly option, but quality varies; may affect foldability and
durability.

Each type offers pros and cons depending on the user’s goals—whether prioritizing ease of folding,
visual appeal, or durability during play.

Advanced Techniques and Variations in Paper Frog
Models

Once comfortable with the basic paper frog, enthusiasts often explore advanced techniques that add
complexity and realism. Variations include designing frogs with articulated legs, realistic coloring, or
even incorporating multiple sheets for layered effects.

One popular adaptation involves enhancing the frog’'s jumping mechanism through precise angling of
folds and reinforced creases, enabling longer and more controlled leaps. This requires a deeper
understanding of geometry and paper tension.

Additionally, integrating decorative elements such as drawing eyes, adding textured paper, or using

double-sided colored sheets can elevate the visual impact. Such customizations appeal to hobbyists
seeking a blend of art and engineering.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Beginners learning how to make a paper frog often encounter challenges such as:



e Misaligned Folds: Leading to asymmetry and impaired jumping function. Solution: Use a flat
surface and take time to align edges precisely.

e Paper Tearing: Occurs with thin or low-quality paper during multiple folds. Solution: Handle
paper gently and consider using thicker origami paper for durability.

« Difficulty Executing Complex Folds: Some steps require intricate maneuvers unfamiliar to
novices. Solution: Follow step-by-step video tutorials or diagrams to visualize each fold.

Addressing these issues enhances the folding experience and results in a more satisfying final
product.

Integrating Paper Frog Craft into Educational Curricula

The versatility of learning how to make a paper frog makes it an excellent addition to educational
programs. Teachers incorporate origami into lessons to teach geometry concepts, symmetry, and
fractions in a hands-on manner. The kinesthetic element supports diverse learning styles, especially
for visual and tactile learners.

Moreover, group origami projects encourage collaboration and communication, fostering social skills.
The simplicity of materials and low cost make it accessible across various socioeconomic
backgrounds, promoting inclusivity in creative expression.

Incorporating paper frog folding into extracurricular activities or therapy sessions offers therapeutic
benefits by reducing stress and enhancing fine motor control, particularly in pediatric and geriatric
populations.

Exploring the craft of making paper frogs reveals a rich intersection of art, education, and play. This

enduring paper folding activity not only connects us with cultural heritage but also provides a
practical, enjoyable way to develop essential skills and creativity in an increasingly digital world.
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origami is based on figures from Japanese folklore, handed down from generation to generation for
over a hundred years. These densho origami figures are all quite simple to make, but beautiful and
balanced, and are considered an expression of Japan's heart, soul, wisdom, and culture. Densho
Origami introduces thirty-five of the most classic, beloved origami figures—the crane, the samurai
helmet, the ninja star, the goldfish, etc. The instructions are extremely easy to follow and rely on
over 500 3-D, computer-generated diagrams which guide the reader through each step. With its
clean design, careful instructions, and highly-detailed diagrams, Densho Origami is the perfect first
book for both children and adults who want to explore this charming, creative, and rewarding art.
It's also an ideal way for adults to share origami with children, continuing the long tradition of
passing on to the next generation, a love and appreciation for what's come before.

how to make a paper frog: How to Make a Paper Frog Jan Pritchett, 2004

how to make a paper frog: Activities Linking Science with Math, K-4 John Eichinger,
2009-05-15 Science does not exist in a vacuum and, therefore, shouldn't be taught that way. In that
spirit, Activities Linking Science With Math, K-4, is a hands-on guide for preservice and inservice
elementary school teachers who want to connect science instruction with other areas of
studyincluding visual arts, social sciences, language arts, and especially math.

how to make a paper frog: Das Erste Englische Lesebuch fiir Familien Adelina Brant,
2019-06-04 Das Buch enthalt eine Darstellung der englischen Gesprache des taglichen
Familienlebens, wobei die Texte auf Englisch und auf Deutsch nebeneinander stehen. Die Lektionen
sind in mehrere Blocke unterteilt: Vokabelliste fiir den taglichen Gebrauch, zweisprachige Texte,
und Verstandnisfragen zu den Gesprachsinhalten. Die dabei verwendete Methode basiert auf der
natiirlichen menschlichen Gabe, sich Worter zu merken, die immer wieder und systematisch im Text
auftauchen. Satze werden stets aus den in den vorherigen Kapiteln erklarten Wortern gebildet. Dank
Wortlisten mit der internationalen Lautschrift fallt das Einpragen und Verstehen besonders leicht.
Das Buch enthalt auch die Liste der 1300 wichtigen englischen Worter. Das Buch ist mit den
Audiodateien inklusive ausgestattet. Die Adresse der Homepage des Buches, wo Audiodateien zum
Anhoren und Herunterladen verfiigbar sind, ist am Anfang des Buches auf der bibliographischen
Beschreibung vor dem Copyright-Hinweis aufgefithrt. Zum Sprachenlernen gibt es kaum eine
effizientere Methode als bilinguale Biicher. Diese bieten eine parallele Ubersetzung, die dem Leser
das Erlernen einer Sprache in kurzester Zeit ermoglicht. Auf einem Blick kann hier sofort gesehen
werden, was unbekannte Worter bedeuten - denn die Ubersetzung befindet sich meist auf derselben
Seite. So macht Vokabeln lernen Spals und gelingt spielend leicht. Besonders neue Worter und
Satze, die immer wieder vorkommen, werden sich fast automatisch im Gehirn festsetzen. Das
geschieht haufig sogar unbewusst. Dieses bilinguale Buch fiir das Sprachniveau Al und A2 zu lesen,
dauert gewohnlich zwischen einem und drei Monaten. Die genaue Zeit hangt ganz von Threr
vorherigen Fremdsprachen-Erfahrung und personlichen Fahigkeiten ab. Nach dem Buch sollten Sie
in der Lage sein, einfache Fragen mit Was? Wer? Wo? Wann? Welche/r/s? Wie viel(e)? zu stellen und
zu beantworten. Dieses bilinguale Buch hat schon vielen Menschen geholfen, ihr wahres
Sprach-Potenzial zu entdecken. So bleiben Sie motiviert und optimieren Ihren Lernprozess.
Vergessen Sie nicht: 20 Minuten am Tag sind die Grundlage fur Ihren Erfolg! Es ist auch
empfehlenswert den VLC-Mediaplayer zu verwenden, die Software, die zur Steuerung der
Wiedergabegeschwindigkeit aller Audioformate verwendet werden kann. Steuerung der
Geschwindigkeit ist auch einfach und erfordert nur wenige Klicks oder Tastatureingaben. Lesen und
horen Sie gleichzeitig!

how to make a paper frog: Memory Maker Bible Crafts David C Cook Publishing Company,
2008-06 Bible FUNSstuff resource book with 26 crafts that correlates to BIL curricululm Sept 08
through June 09.

how to make a paper frog: First German Reader for the Family Adelina Brant, 2019-06-26
How do you ask in a clear and precise way about relatives and friends of your friends? How do you
answer questions about your family and other beloved ones? Ask and answer questions about
situations at home, on your way to school or university, at work, in hospital etc. The book makes use



of the so-called ALARM or Approved Learning Automatic Remembering Method to efficiently teach
its reader German words, sentences and dialogues. Through this method, you will be able to
enhance your ability to remember the words that has been incorporated into consequent sentences.
The book is equipped with the audio tracks. The address of the home page of the book on the
Internet, where audio files are available for listening and downloading, is listed at the beginning of
the book on the copyright page.

how to make a paper frog: Unlock Your Imagination DK, 2018-09-06 Featuring a huge range
of ideal rainy day activities for bored kids, this colourful illustrated guide provides hours of
entertainment whether you're at home or on the go. Packed with creative, hands-on activities
including making slime, creating a TV show, and building their own crazy-golf course, this is the
perfect book for kids aged 7+ looking to get away from the computer screen. Encourage their
creativity and imagination with amazing crafts and projects, from folding origami animals to putting
on a puppet show. There's also plenty of fun games that will get them on their feet, including
capture the flag, making an obstacle course (and then completing it!), and a guide to hilarious dance
moves. Each book also comes with a free double-sided board, counters, and a press-out dice that can
be used to play chess, draughts, and snakes and ladders. No matter what their abilities or interests,
whether its sports, art, writing, or puzzle-solving, Unlock your Imagination contains plenty for kids
to make, play, and do.

how to make a paper frog: Primary Science for the Caribbean Raphael Douglass, Trevor
Garcia, 1997 Covers primary science for the infant and junior years with emphasis based on
activity-based learning.

how to make a paper frog: Finley the Fox Folds Origami Kelly Johnson, 2025-05-26 In
Finley the Fox Folds Origami, a curious young fox named Finley embarks on an exciting adventure
when he discovers a perfectly folded paper crane in the forest. Intrigued by its delicate
craftsmanship, Finley uncovers a hidden map tucked inside the crane, which leads him on a journey
to a mysterious meadow. As he follows the map, Finley encounters new challenges and wonders,
uncovering secrets about the forest and the magical art of origami. Along the way, he believes the
map may lead him to an ancient, wise owl capable of creating magical paper creatures, and Finley is
determined to learn more about the mysterious world that unfolds before him.

how to make a paper frog: Flipping the Nursing Classroom: Where Active Learning Meets
Technology Hessler, 2016-02-29 Flipping the Nursing Classroom: Where Active Learning Meets
Technology focuses on the flipped learning model in the framework of nursing education.

how to make a paper frog: We Japanese De Garis, 2013-09-05 'We Japanese', is a collection of
answers to questions that the author as a hotel manager in Japan has answered for hotel guests over
the years. He was the manager for over 28 years at the Fujiya Hotel at Miyanoshita. These are
naturally questions concerning those things which are different in Japan from the countries from
which the visitors come. First published in 2006. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

how to make a paper frog: First Russian Reader for the Family Vadim Zubakhin, 2019-07-03
How do you ask in a clear and precise way about relatives and friends of your friends? How do you
answer questions about your family and other beloved ones? Ask and answer questions about
situations at home, on your way to school or university, at work, in hospital etc. Through the method
used, you will be able to enhance your ability to remember the words that has been incorporated
into consequent sentences. Language text with a parallel translation has helped many to uncover
their potential for learning multiple languages. Whether you are learning a language as a hobby or
for a necessary purpose, you will find such books are supportive. It can usually take you from one to
three months to finish a bilingual graded reader at beginner level (A1) and elementary level (A2).
The amount of time depends on your previous experience with learning foreign languages and on
your personal abilities. At this point you should be able to ask and answer simple questions with the
following questioning words: What? Who? Where? When? Which? How many/much? As you improve
and become more confident in your ability to use the new language, you can move on to the next



reader level and continue your language-learning journey. The book is equipped with the audio
tracks. The address of the home page of the book on the Internet, where audio files are available for
listening and downloading, is listed at the beginning of the book on the copyright page. A good idea
is to use the free VLC media player to control the playing speed. You can control the playing speed
by decreasing or increasing the speed value on the button of the VLC media player's interface. Read
and hear at the same time!

how to make a paper frog: We Two Edna Lyall, 1891

how to make a paper frog: The Mindfulness Colouring and Activity Book Gill Hasson, Gilly
Lovegrove, 2015-12-14 Colour and Doodle Your Stress Away It’s impossible to stay 'on' all the time.
Just as a car engine overheats if you continue to rev it, keeping your mind in high gear puts it under
a level of pressure it can't sustain. If you're feeling overwhelmed, stressed, anxious or agitated, and
unable to think clearly, take your foot of the pedal, and clear your mind with The Mindfulness
Colouring and Activity Book, from Gill Hasson, the author of the best-selling book Mindfulness. This
portable book contains colouring, games, and activities all designed to give you a break from your
everyday concerns, switch off your mind, wind down and relax. They give your mind something
specific to focus on, allowing thoughts to flow easily but without any complex thinking or planning.
Each activity provides a balance between challenge and skill. The level of engagement keeps your
attention so focused that you become fully absorbed in the moment, preventing stressful thoughts
from entering your head. The Mindfulness Colouring and Activity Book includes: ¢ Colouring
Zentangles ¢ Optical illusion activities ¢ Origami ¢ Mazes * Word Puzzles ¢ Doodling activities *
Drawing games * Observation games

how to make a paper frog: Slugs and snails and puppy dogs' tails Carolyn Edwards,
2012-12-17 'We have such a problem with our boys,' ..is a common refrain in many churches. The
probability, though, is that boys are not actually the problem, rather our attitude to them; our ideas
of what a boy really is and what he needs in order to connect with God. Over the last few years, boys
have been perceived to have been under-achieving at school, a problem in our society, and
disengaged from our churches. It is Carolyn Edwards' heartfelt conviction that this is because we
are not meeting boys' spiritual needs. Her experience is that boys are willing to engage in the
struggle to make themselves heard and seen as they really are: full of energy, fun, feeling and
spirituality. In this intensely creative and practical book, Carolyn provides ten ways that boys would
willingly connect with God, given the opportunity. Prompts and practical ideas help readers apply
her findings to the boys they know and work with.

how to make a paper frog: Make: Paper Inventions Kathy Ceceri, 2015-09-08 Paper is
incredible stuff. It's easy to cut, but incredibly strong. It's disposable, but can last for centuries. It
can stand as stiff as a board, pop up like a spring, or float like a leaf. And its invention changed the
world forever. Perfect for kids, parents, and educators, Paper Inventions is a project-based book
with full color illustrations, step-by-step instructions, supply lists, and templates that allow you to
follow along with the book or devise something entirely new. Each chapter features new projects
that will challenge and intrigue everyone, from beginning to experienced Makers. In this book, you'll
learn to make: A light-up paper cat that shows how switches and sensors work An action origami
robot worm Edible rice paper perfect for secret messages A space rover that moves thanks to paper
machinery A paper generator that creates electricity when you tap or rub it Heat-activated paper
models that fold themselves A geodesic dome big enough to crawl into--from newspaper!

how to make a paper frog: Lessons Using Learning Bags for Math, Grades 1-2 Diane
Nees, 2006-03-28 Store math materials for unique learning activities inside attractive gift bags and
watch students dig into them with gusto.

how to make a paper frog: Empowering Occupational Therapy Charla Holst, Debra Vogt, 1999

how to make a paper frog: So You Think You Might Like to Teach: 23 Fictional Teachers (For
Real!) Model How to Become and Remain a Successful Teacher Robert Eidelberg, 2013-05-13 1
began teaching in 1964 and am still at it. Thanks to the values of my parents and my maternal
grandmother (Beba), as well as to their high expectations for me, I learned at a young age that no




matter how old I got, I would always be a student. Later I learned that I would always be a teacher.
Not only is that combination of student and teacher an unbeatable one, it is a necessary one if by a
successful teacher we mean a person whose humanity is expressed through what is both a calling
and a career. (Geoffrey Chaucer put it more poetically in The Canterbury Tales: And gladly would he
learn, and gladly teach.) This is a book about answering the call to become a teacher and working to
be an effective one (whatever your subject but generally on the secondary school level). So You
Think You Might Like to Teach features the classroom experiences of 23 fictional teachers and the
practical lessons they learned from their successes and failures about what happens of value on both
sides of the teachers desk. This book's 23 novel role models (from contemporary and classic works of
literature) may not be actual but they are quite real (flaws and all); and although some of them may
be larger than life, all are true to life both in and out of the classroom. I've chosen these particular
fictional teachers for you to learn from because you think you might like to teach. I suspect, and
hope, that you want to become the best possible teacher you can be and never have to worry about
burnout. Your joy in your career and your students' joy in your joy will depend on it. And so I wish
you the best should you decide to profoundly affect the lives of, let's say, 151 very special human
beings in the next school year: 150 students and you, their teacher. Robert Eidelberg
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