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Leprosy in the Middle Ages: Understanding the Disease and Its Impact on Society

Leprosy in the middle ages was more than just a medical condition; it was a powerful
symbol of fear, stigma, and social exclusion. This chronic infectious disease, caused by
Mycobacterium leprae, was widely misunderstood in medieval Europe, leading to the
isolation of those afflicted and shaping many aspects of social and religious life. Exploring
leprosy’s role during this time offers fascinating insights into medieval medicine, societal
attitudes, and the ways diseases influenced culture and policy.

The Nature of Leprosy and Its Spread in Medieval
Europe

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is characterized by skin lesions, nerve damage,
and deformities. While today it is treatable and not highly contagious, the Middle Ages
saw it as a terrifying and incurable illness. The disease likely entered Europe through
trade routes and crusades, becoming more prevalent from the 11th century onward.

How Leprosy Was Perceived Medically

Medieval physicians had limited understanding of leprosy’s causes. Theories ranged from
miasma—the idea that “bad air” caused sickness—to divine punishment for sins.
Treatments were largely ineffective, often involving herbal remedies, purgatives, and
rituals. Without antibiotics, which only came centuries later, the disease’s progression was
slow but relentless, often leading to severe disfigurement and disability.

The Role of Leprosy in Medieval Public Health

As leprosy cases increased, medieval towns and kingdoms developed systems to manage
the disease’s social impact. Leper hospitals, or leprosaria, were established across Europe
as places where those diagnosed could live separated from healthy populations. These
institutions not only provided care but also enforced isolation, reflecting the fear of
contagion.

Social Stigma and Isolation of Lepers

One of the most defining aspects of leprosy in the Middle Ages was the deep social stigma
surrounding the disease. Lepers were often seen as both physically and morally tainted,
reinforcing their exclusion.



Legal and Social Consequences for Lepers

Lepers faced a range of restrictions, from being barred from certain professions to being
forced to wear identifying clothing, such as bells or special badges, to announce their
presence. In many areas, they could not marry or participate fully in community life. These
measures, while intended to prevent spread, further marginalized those suffering from the
disease.

Religious Interpretations and Responses

The Church played a significant role in shaping attitudes toward leprosy. Many believed
the disease was a form of divine punishment or a test of faith. Lepers were often
associated with biblical figures such as Naaman or the ten lepers Christ healed, which
sometimes inspired charity but also fear. Religious orders established leper colonies and
cared for the sick, but they also reinforced the idea that leprosy was a mark of sinfulness.

Leper Colonies and Their Role in Medieval Society

Leper colonies were unique institutions that combined aspects of healthcare, social
welfare, and quarantine. They were often located on the outskirts of towns or in remote
areas, designed to isolate lepers while providing basic necessities.

Daily Life Inside a Leper Colony

Life in a leprosarium was challenging. Residents often lived in communal settings with
minimal resources. They had to adhere to strict rules, including curfews and designated
areas for worship and work. Despite hardships, these colonies sometimes developed their
own communities with social structures and support systems.

Economic and Political Implications

Leper colonies could be costly to maintain, and their presence sometimes led to tensions
with neighboring populations. Some colonies received royal or ecclesiastical patronage,
which helped sustain them. Politically, the establishment of such institutions reflected
growing concerns about public health and the need for social order in medieval towns.

Comparing Leprosy to Other Medieval Diseases

While leprosy was feared, it was not the only disease challenging medieval society. The
Black Death, smallpox, and tuberculosis also caused widespread suffering, but leprosy’s



slow progression and visible symptoms made it uniquely terrifying.

Why Leprosy Evoked Such Fear

The disfigurement caused by leprosy was often mistaken for a supernatural curse or a sign
of moral corruption, unlike sudden illnesses like the plague, which were more
indiscriminate. This visible aspect contributed to the social ostracism of lepers and the
creation of elaborate rules to manage their presence.

Advances and Limitations in Medieval Medicine

Medieval medicine was a mix of superstition, religious beliefs, and emerging scientific
observation. While some treatments for leprosy were based on trial and error, the lack of
understanding of bacterial infections meant little progress was made until much later. The
persistence of leprosy in the Middle Ages reflects both the limits and the evolving nature
of medieval healthcare.

The Legacy of Leprosy in Medieval Culture

The impact of leprosy extended beyond medicine and social policy into literature, art, and
folklore.

Leprosy in Medieval Literature and Art

Lepers appeared frequently in medieval texts, often symbolizing sin, suffering, or
redemption. Stories of miraculous healing were common, reinforcing religious messages.
Artistic depictions showed the physical toll of the disease, influencing public perceptions
and fears.

How Leprosy Shaped Community and Compassion

Despite the stigma, the presence of lepers also inspired acts of charity and the
development of early social welfare systems. Caring for the sick became a religious duty,
and many hospitals and orders were founded to assist lepers, laying groundwork for
modern healthcare institutions.

Leprosy in the middle ages was a complex phenomenon that intertwined disease, fear,
religion, and social structure. Understanding its role helps us appreciate the challenges
faced by medieval societies and reminds us how far medicine and social attitudes have
come in treating and destigmatizing chronic illnesses.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was leprosy commonly called in the Middle Ages?
In the Middle Ages, leprosy was commonly referred to as 'Hansen's disease' or simply
'leprosy,' but it was often known as 'the great pox' or 'elephantiasis' due to the severe skin
deformities it caused.

How was leprosy perceived in medieval society?
Leprosy was feared and stigmatized in medieval society, often seen as a divine punishment
or a sign of moral corruption, which led to the social isolation of affected individuals.

What measures were taken to control the spread of
leprosy in the Middle Ages?
People with leprosy were usually isolated in leper colonies or leprosaria, away from the
general population, to prevent the spread of the disease.

Were there any treatments for leprosy in the Middle
Ages?
There were no effective medical treatments for leprosy in the Middle Ages; treatments
were mostly based on religious rituals, herbal remedies, and isolation.

How did the Church influence the treatment of leprosy
during the Middle Ages?
The Church played a significant role by establishing leper hospitals and encouraging
charitable care for lepers, while also promoting the idea that leprosy was a punishment
from God requiring spiritual repentance.

What impact did leprosy have on the lives of those
infected in medieval times?
Leprosy often led to social exclusion, loss of property and rights, and forced separation
from family and community, significantly impacting the quality of life of affected
individuals.

Did leprosy affect any notable historical figures or
populations during the Middle Ages?
While specific notable individuals with leprosy are rarely documented, the disease was
widespread among certain populations, including crusaders and pilgrims, due to increased
travel and contact between regions.



Additional Resources
Leprosy in the Middle Ages: Historical Perspectives and Societal Impact

Leprosy in the middle ages was a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that
significantly influenced medieval society, healthcare, and religious thought. The disease,
known today as Hansen’s disease, was widely misunderstood and feared during this
period, leading to social stigmatization and the establishment of specialized institutions.
Examining leprosy’s role in the Middle Ages offers important insights into medieval
medical knowledge, societal responses to contagious diseases, and the intersection of
religion and health.

Understanding Leprosy in the Middle Ages

Leprosy, a chronic infectious disease caused by the Mycobacterium leprae bacterium, was
prevalent throughout medieval Europe and parts of Asia and Africa. However, the medical
understanding of leprosy in the Middle Ages was rudimentary and often mingled with
superstition and religious interpretations. The visible physical symptoms—skin lesions,
nerve damage, and deformities—made leprosy one of the most feared diseases of the time.

Medieval physicians and scholars lacked effective treatments or a clear understanding of
leprosy’s transmission. The disease was often conflated with other skin conditions or
ailments, complicating diagnosis and management. This uncertainty contributed to
widespread fear and led to drastic social measures aimed at controlling its spread.

Medical Knowledge and Misconceptions

Medical texts from the Middle Ages, such as those influenced by Galenic tradition,
described leprosy as a chronic condition linked to imbalances in bodily humors or as a
divine punishment. Treatments ranged from herbal remedies and dietary restrictions to
more symbolic acts like prayer and pilgrimage. Unfortunately, these approaches had little
effect on the progression of the disease.

The lack of understanding about the bacterial nature of leprosy meant that medieval
societies often attributed the disease to moral failings or spiritual impurity. This stigma
influenced the harsh treatment of those afflicted, who were frequently isolated from their
communities.

Social and Religious Responses to Leprosy

The social impact of leprosy in the Middle Ages was profound. Leprosy was seen not only
as a medical condition but also as a social and religious problem. The visible symptoms
and chronic nature of the disease led to the marginalization of sufferers.



Leper Colonies and Isolation Practices

One of the most notable responses to leprosy was the establishment of leper colonies or
"lazar houses." These institutions served as places of quarantine where those diagnosed
with leprosy were segregated from the rest of society. The intention was to prevent the
spread of the disease, though the actual effectiveness of this practice remains debated by
historians.

Leper colonies were often situated outside of towns and cities, sometimes near religious
sites. They provided basic care and shelter but also symbolized the social exclusion of
lepers. Residents were required to wear distinctive clothing or carry bells to signal their
presence, reinforcing their separation.

Religious Interpretations and Charity

Religion played a dual role in the treatment of leprosy in medieval Europe. On one hand,
leprosy was viewed as a manifestation of sin or divine punishment, leading to moral
judgments against sufferers. On the other hand, Christian doctrine emphasized charity
and care for the sick, encouraging acts of compassion.

Many religious orders and monastic communities took responsibility for caring for lepers.
Charitable organizations provided food, shelter, and spiritual support, reflecting the
Church’s complex role in both stigmatizing and assisting those with leprosy.

Leprosy Compared to Other Medieval Diseases

When assessing leprosy in the middle ages, it is useful to compare it with other
contemporary diseases such as the plague or smallpox. Unlike the rapid and often fatal
nature of the Black Death, leprosy progressed slowly but caused long-term disability and
disfigurement. This chronic progression influenced societal responses; while plague
victims were often quickly buried, lepers faced prolonged isolation.

The prevalence of leprosy also fluctuated over time and regions, with some historians
suggesting that improved living conditions and changes in social structure contributed to
its decline by the late Middle Ages.

Challenges in Diagnosis and Record-Keeping

Accurate historical data on leprosy is limited due to inconsistent record-keeping and the
overlap of symptoms with other diseases. This ambiguity complicates efforts to understand
the true scale of leprosy in medieval populations. Some modern studies use
paleopathological evidence to identify leprosy in skeletal remains, providing new insights
into its geographic and temporal distribution.



The Legacy of Leprosy in Medieval Culture

Leprosy’s impact extended beyond medicine and public health into literature, art, and law.
Medieval texts often depicted lepers as tragic or cursed figures, reflecting broader
societal fears. Laws regulating the treatment and segregation of lepers highlight the
institutionalization of stigma.

In some ways, the medieval experience with leprosy foreshadowed modern public health
approaches to infectious diseases, including quarantine and specialized care facilities.
However, the moralizing and social exclusion associated with leprosy also serve as
cautionary examples of how stigma can exacerbate suffering.

Cultural Depictions and Symbolism

Lepers appeared in numerous medieval stories and religious narratives, sometimes as
figures of pity, other times as warnings against sin. Artistic representations often
emphasized the physical deformities associated with the disease, reinforcing its
association with otherness and impurity.

Legal and Social Regulations

Medieval authorities enacted laws to manage leprosy, including mandates on
identification, segregation, and restrictions on movement. These regulations underscore
the intersection of health concerns with social control mechanisms in medieval
governance.

Leprosy in the middle ages remains a significant subject of study for historians, medical
researchers, and anthropologists alike. Its complex interplay of medical ignorance, social
fear, and religious interpretation shaped not only the lives of those afflicted but also
broader societal attitudes toward disease and disability. Understanding this history
enriches our perspective on medieval society and highlights enduring challenges in
managing infectious diseases with compassion and scientific rigor.
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sufferers and other people affected by the disease in medieval Europe. The chapters, including
contributions by leading voices such as Luke Demaitre, Carole Rawcliffe and Charlotte Roberts,
challenge the view that people with leprosy were uniformly excluded and stigmatised. Instead, they
reveal the complexity of responses to this disease and the fine line between segregation and
integration. Ranging across disciplines, from history to bioarchaeology, Leprosy and identity in the
Middle Ages encompasses post-medieval perspectives as well as the attitudes and responses of
contemporaries. Subjects include hospital care, diet, sanctity, miraculous healing, diagnosis,
iconography and public health regulation. This richly illustrated collection presents previously
unpublished archival and material sources from England to the Mediterranean.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Pestilence in Medieval and Early Modern English Literature
Bryon Lee Grigsby, 2004 First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  leprosy in the middle ages: The Medieval Leper and His Northern Heirs Peter Richards,
2000 Medieval history is rich in rules and regulations for lepers, but reveals little of who they were
or what became of them. This book searches for the reality of the individuals themselves, people who
through their disease - or suspicion of it - contributed a unique chapter to social and medical history.
Their hopes, fears, frustrations, and sufferings are explored partly through English medieval sources
but mainly through the record of the remarkable survival of both leprosy and many medieval
attitudes to it in the Aland islands between Sweden and Finland in the seventeenth century, where
the struggle of a poor community both to contain the disease and to provide for those suffering from
it were recorded for over a quarter of a century by the rural dean. The medical identity of medieval
leprosy is confirmed from descriptions, from portraits (many previously unpublished or forgotten),
and from the characteristic mutilations of bones; an appendix of original documents forms a unique
collection of source material for social and medical historians. The late PETER RICHARDS was a
former Professor of Medicine and Dean of St Mary's Hospital Medical School in London, and
President of Hughes Hall, Cambridge.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Exploring the Middle Ages , 2006 Learn about the history and
civilization of the Middle Ages.
  leprosy in the middle ages: A Few Observations on the Leprosy of the Middle Ages
Thomas Shapter, 1835
  leprosy in the middle ages: Leprosy and Empire Rod Edmond, 2006-11-30 An innovative,
interdisciplinary study of why leprosy, a disease with a very low level of infection, has repeatedly
provoked revulsion and fear. Rod Edmond explores, in particular, how these reactions were
refashioned in the modern colonial period. Beginning as a medical history, the book broadens into an
examination of how Britain and its colonies responded to the believed spread of leprosy. Across the
empire this involved isolating victims of the disease in 'colonies', often on offshore islands.
Discussion of the segregation of lepers is then extended to analogous examples of this practice,
which, it is argued, has been an essential part of the repertoire of colonialism in the modern period.
The book also examines literary representations of leprosy in Romantic, Victorian and
twentieth-century writing, and concludes with a discussion of traveller-writers such as R. L.
Stevenson and Graham Greene who described and fictionalised their experience of staying in a leper
colony.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Leprosy in Medieval England Carole Rawcliffe, 2006 Set firmly in
the medical, religious and cultural milieu of the European Middle Ages, this book is the first serious
academic study of a disease surrounded by misconceptions and prejudices. Even specialists will be
surprised to learn that most of our stereotyped ideas about the segregation of medieval lepers
originated in the nineteenth century; that leprosy excited a vast range of responses, from admiration
to revulsion; that in the later Middle Ages it was diagnosed readily even by laity; that a wide range
of treatment was available, that medieval leper hospitals were no more austere than the monasteries
on which they were modelled; that the decline of leprosy was not monocausal but implied a complex
web of factors - medical, environmental, social and legal. Carole Rawcliffe writes with consummate



skill, subtlety and rigour; her book will change forever the image of the medieval leper. CAROLE
RAWCLIFFE is Professor of Medieval History at the University of East Anglia.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Leper Knights David Marcombe, 2003 This book explores the
important contribution of the English branch of the Order of St Lazarus, which by 1300 managed a
considerable estate from its chief preceptory at Burton Lazars in Leicestershire.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Leprosy and Charity in Medieval Rouen Elma Brenner, 2015 An
investigation into the effects of leprosy in one of the major towns in medieval France, illuminating
urban, religious and medical culture at the time.
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Møller-Christensen,
  leprosy in the middle ages: Pestilence in Medieval and Early Modern English Literature
Byron Lee Grigsby, 2004-08-02 Pestilence in Medieval and Early Modern English Literature
examines three diseases--leprosy, bubonic plague, and syphilis--to show how doctors, priests, and
literary authors from the Middle Ages through the Renaissance interpreted certain illnesses through
a moral filter. Lacking knowledge about the transmission of contagious diseases, doctors and priests
saw epidemic diseases as a punishment sent by God for human transgression. Accordingly, their job
was to properly read sickness in relation to the sin. By examining different readings of specific
illnesses, this book shows how the social construction of epidemic diseases formed a kind of
narrative wherein man attempts to take the control of the disease out of God's hands by connecting
epidemic diseases to the sins of carnality.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Prize essays on leprosy , 1895
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  leprosy in the middle ages: Death and Disease in the Medieval and Early Modern World
Lori Jones, Nükhet Varlık, 2022 This collection highlights and nuances some of the recent critical
advances in scholarship on death and disease, across and beyond the pre-modern Mediterranean
world, Christian, Islamic and Jewish healing traditions.Across and beyond the pre-modern
Mediterranean world, Christian, Islamic and Jewish healing traditions shared inherited medical
paradigms containing similar healthy living precepts and attitudes toward body, illness and
mortality. Yet, as the chapters collected here demonstrate, customs of diagnosing, explaining and
coping with disease and death often diverged with respect to knowledge and practice. Offering a
variety of disciplinary approaches to a broad selection of material emerging from England to the
Persian Gulf, the volume reaches across conventional disciplinary and historiographical boundaries.
Plague diagnoses in pre-Black Death Arabic medical texts, rare, illustrated phlebotomy instructions
for plague patients, and a Jewish plague tract utilising the Torah as medicine reflect critical
re-examinations of primary sources long thought to have nothing new to offer. Novel
re-interpretations of Giovanni Villani''s New Chronicle, canonisation inquests and saints'' lives offer
fresh considerations of medieval constructions of epidemics, disabilities, and the interplay between
secular and spiritual healing. Cross-disciplinary perspectives recast late medieval post-mortem
diagnoses in Milan as a juridical - rather than strictly medical - practice, highlight the aural
performativity of the Franciscan deathbed liturgy, explore the long evolution of lapidary treatments
for paediatric and obstetric diseases and thrust us into the Ottoman polychromatic sensory world of
disease and death. Finally, considerations of the contributions of modern science alongside historical
primary sources generates important new ways to understand death and disease in the past. Overall,
the contributions juxtapose and interlace similarities and differences in their local and historical
contexts, while highlighting and nuancing some of the recent critical advances in scholarship on
death and disease - two historiographical subfields long approached separately.e-examinations of
primary sources long thought to have nothing new to offer. Novel re-interpretations of Giovanni
Villani''s New Chronicle, canonisation inquests and saints'' lives offer fresh considerations of
medieval constructions of epidemics, disabilities, and the interplay between secular and spiritual
healing. Cross-disciplinary perspectives recast late medieval post-mortem diagnoses in Milan as a



juridical - rather than strictly medical - practice, highlight the aural performativity of the Franciscan
deathbed liturgy, explore the long evolution of lapidary treatments for paediatric and obstetric
diseases and thrust us into the Ottoman polychromatic sensory world of disease and death. Finally,
considerations of the contributions of modern science alongside historical primary sources generates
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separately.e-examinations of primary sources long thought to have nothing new to offer. Novel
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fresh considerations of medieval constructions of epidemics, disabilities, and the interplay between
secular and spiritual healing. Cross-disciplinary perspectives recast late medieval post-mortem
diagnoses in Milan as a juridical - rather than strictly medical - practice, highlight the aural
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subfields long approached separately.ng some of the recent critical advances in scholarship on death
and disease - two historiographical subfields long approached separately.
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scientific achievement. Among the authors are Thomas Allsen, Farda Asadov, Christopher I.
Beckwith, Edmund Bosworth, Éva Á. Csató and Lars Johanson, Devin DeWeese, Anatoly M.
Khazanov, Roman Kovalev, Ruth Meserve, Uli Shamiloglu, Victor Spinei, Isenbike Togan, and István
Vásáry.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Handbook of Disability Studies Gary L. Albrecht, Katherine D.
Seelman, Michael Bury, 2001 This path-breaking international handbook of disability studies signals
the emergence of a vital new area of scholarship, social policy and activism. Drawing on the insights
of disability scholars around the world and the creative advice of an international editorial board,
the book engages the reader in the critical issues and debates framing disability studies and places
them in an historical and cultural context. Five years in the making, this one volume summarizes the
ongoing discourse ranging across continents and traditional academic disciplines. To provide insight
and perspective, the volume is divided into three sections: The shaping of disability studies as a
field; experiencing disability; and, disability in context. Each section, written by world class figures,
consists of original chapters designed to map the field and explore the key conceptual, theoretical,
methodological, practice and policy issues that constitute the field. Each chapter provides a critical
review of an area, positions and literature and an agenda for future research and practice. The
handbook answers the need expressed by the disability community for a thought provoking,
interdisciplinary, international examination of the vibrant field of disability studies. The book will be
of interest to disabled people, scholars, policy makers and activists alike. The book aims to define
the existing field, stimulate future debate, encourage respectful discourse between different interest
groups and move the field a step forward.
  leprosy in the middle ages: Job in the Medieval World Stephen J. Vicchio, 2006-10-04 In this
second of a three-volume work, Vicchio addresses the Job traditions as interpreted in the period of
the Middle Ages--in Jewish, Christian and Islamic sources. From the Vulgate to the Qur'an, from
Maimonides to Calvin, Vicchio addresses the complexities of the Òreception history of intriguing
work. Two appendices address how Job has been treated throughout history in literature, in drama,
and in medicine. Volume 1: Job in the Ancient World Volume 2: Job in the Medieval World Volume 3:
Job in the Modern World
  leprosy in the middle ages: Teaching the Global Middle Ages Geraldine Heng, 2022-10-28
Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching literature and culture of the medieval world, including
legends about Alexander and Prester John and contact points such as the Silk Road and the Mongol
Empire. Gives syllabus suggestions for undergraduate and graduate courses in literature, history,
religion, and languages. Includes a list of resources.
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basteln können. Sie brauchen ein Glas
Windlicht basteln: Upcycling mit Kindern - Waschbär-Magazin So lassen sich in kurzer Zeit
individuelle Windlichter basteln, die in der dunklen, trüben Jahreszeit farbenfrohe Leuchtpunkte
setzen und in der Sommerzeit die Terrasse nach dem
Frühlingsbasteln mit Kindern: Wunderschöne Blüten-Windlichter   Der Frühling ist da –
endlich! Holt ihn euch ins Haus, mit diesen coolen Blüten-Windlichtern. Ein super DIY, das ihr
entweder auf der Terrasse in der Sonne oder drinnen
Basteltipps: Türkränze und Windlichter aus Kastanien |   Der Herbst ist da - Kastanienzeit!
Kinder sammeln sie begeistert, Erwachsene schwelgen in Erinnerungen. Wir zeigen, wie daraus
schöne Kränze und herbstliche Teelichter
Windlicht basteln mit Kindern - Herbst-Deko aus Blättern Mit meinen Kindern bastelte ich
hübsche Windlichter für unseren Herbst-Tisch. Das Windlicht basteln klappt auch mit kleinen
Kindern und macht Spaß!
Lichter & Leuchten mit Kindern basteln | Basteln & Lernen mit Kindern Wie schön sieht es
aus, wenn das Licht durch die geprickten Motive und Muster fällt! Ein Klassiker unter den Leuchten
sind die gefalteten Windlichter, die wir mit einer genauen Schritt



Bastelidee für Kinder: Leuchtender Apfel – Upcycling Windlichter Daher sind die ersten
Kerzen bzw. selbst gemachten Windlichter bei uns eingezogen. Die verbreiten morgens beim
Frühstück oder auch am Abend warmen Lichterglanz und sorgen für
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For whom the bell tolls: the shunned lepers of Bermondsey’s Lock Hospital (Southwark
News23h) Le Loke was, like all leper hospitals, known as a Lazar House, named after Lazarus the
Beggar from the Bible, who was believed to be a leper. The hospital was dedicated to and named
after St Leonard,
For whom the bell tolls: the shunned lepers of Bermondsey’s Lock Hospital (Southwark
News23h) Le Loke was, like all leper hospitals, known as a Lazar House, named after Lazarus the
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The Most Horrifying Diseases of the Middle Ages (MedievalMadness on MSN13d) The Middle
Ages were brutal - and so were the diseases people faced. In this video, we explore 7 of the most
gruesome
The Most Horrifying Diseases of the Middle Ages (MedievalMadness on MSN13d) The Middle
Ages were brutal - and so were the diseases people faced. In this video, we explore 7 of the most
gruesome
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