
womens role in puritan society

**Understanding the Womens Role in Puritan Society: A Deep Dive into History and Culture**

womens role in puritan society was shaped by deeply ingrained religious beliefs, strict social norms, and a
community focused on order and piety. The Puritan era, primarily during the 17th century in New
England, placed women in positions that were both vital and restrictive, reflecting the complex interplay
between faith, family, and societal expectations. To truly grasp how women lived, contributed, and were
perceived during this time, it’s essential to explore their roles within the family, church, and wider
community, as well as the limitations they faced and the subtle ways they influenced Puritan society.

The Foundations of Womens Role in Puritan Society

At the heart of Puritan life was a strict adherence to religious doctrine. The Puritans sought to build a "city
upon a hill," a model community grounded in biblical principles. This vision extended to gender roles,
where women were expected to embody virtues like piety, modesty, and obedience. Their identity was
largely defined by their relationship to men—as daughters, wives, and mothers—and their primary duty
was to maintain the moral and spiritual well-being of the household.

Religious Influence on Gender Expectations

Religion wasn’t just a facet of daily life; it was the core around which all social structures revolved. Women
were seen as inherently more susceptible to sin and temptation, a belief rooted in biblical interpretations
such as the story of Eve. This perspective justified the strict behavioral codes imposed on women, including
modest dress, silence in church, and subservience to male authority figures. Despite these constraints,
women were also regarded as crucial moral guardians within the home, responsible for teaching children
religious values and maintaining a godly atmosphere.

Womens Role in the Family and Household

The family was the central institution in Puritan society, and women’s roles within it were both
demanding and essential. Marriage was viewed as a sacred covenant, and women were expected to support
their husbands and raise children according to Puritan ideals.



Marriage and Domestic Responsibilities

Once married, a woman’s world largely revolved around domestic duties. Managing the household
included cooking, cleaning, sewing, and caring for children. The Puritan emphasis on hard work and
discipline meant women were often tirelessly busy, ensuring the home functioned smoothly and that
family members adhered to the community’s moral standards. Furthermore, women often helped with
agricultural work or family businesses, blurring traditional lines between domestic and economic roles.

Child-Rearing and Education

Educating children in Puritan society was a mother’s responsibility, especially in teaching them religious
doctrine and literacy for reading the Bible. Mothers played a pivotal role in shaping the next generation’s
spiritual and moral character—an enormous responsibility in a community where salvation was a
paramount concern. While formal education was more accessible to boys, girls still received instruction at
home, particularly in domestic skills and religious knowledge.

Womens Role in the Puritan Church and Community

Although Puritan theology often excluded women from formal leadership roles within the church, their
participation in religious life was significant and multifaceted.

Participation and Limitations in Religious Life

Women were active churchgoers and were expected to attend services regularly. However, they were
generally barred from preaching or holding official positions. Instead, their religious influence was
exercised through informal means such as prayer meetings, supporting other women, and upholding the
community’s moral fabric. Women’s visible piety was a powerful tool for social cohesion and spiritual
discipline.

Community Enforcement of Morality

The Puritan community was tightly knit and vigilant about maintaining order. Women sometimes acted as
enforcers of social norms, reporting transgressions or counseling neighbors on appropriate conduct. This role
was paradoxical: while women were subordinate in many respects, they wielded a form of moral authority
that helped sustain the societal structure. Their involvement in charity and care for the sick also
underscored their community importance beyond the domestic sphere.



Challenges and Constraints Faced by Women

Living under such rigid expectations came with significant challenges. Womens role in puritan society was
circumscribed by laws and customs that limited their autonomy and agency.

Legal and Social Restrictions

Women had limited legal rights; they could not vote, hold public office, or independently own property
once married. Their legal identity was often subsumed under their husband’s authority, a concept known
as coverture. Socially, women were expected to conform strictly to prescribed behaviors; deviations could
result in ostracism or punishment. The infamous Salem witch trials illustrate how women who defied
norms or were vulnerable could face devastating consequences.

Resistance and Agency Within Constraints

Despite these restrictions, Puritan women found ways to exert influence and preserve some autonomy.
Some women became midwives, healers, or spiritual advisors, roles that conferred respect and allowed a
degree of independence. Others engaged in writing, as seen in the poetry and diaries of women like Anne
Bradstreet, who subtly challenged societal norms through their work. These acts of quiet resistance show
that womens role in puritan society was not solely defined by subjugation but also by resilience and
creativity.

Legacy of Womens Role in Puritan Society

The experiences of Puritan women left a lasting impact on American culture and gender roles. Their
emphasis on education, moral responsibility, and community participation helped shape early American
values. At the same time, their struggles highlight the historical roots of gender inequality and the ongoing
journey toward women’s rights.

Understanding womens role in puritan society offers valuable insights into how religious beliefs and social
structures influence gender dynamics. It also reminds us that history is nuanced, with women playing
complex roles that went beyond mere obedience to include leadership, nurturing, and subtle forms of
empowerment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary roles of women in Puritan society?
Women in Puritan society were primarily responsible for managing the household, raising children, and
supporting their husbands. They were expected to maintain a pious and modest lifestyle, focusing on
domestic duties and religious observance.

How did Puritan beliefs influence the status of women?
Puritan beliefs emphasized the importance of family and religious conformity, which reinforced a
patriarchal society where women were subordinate to men. Women were expected to be obedient and
submissive to their fathers and husbands, reflecting the belief that men were divinely appointed leaders.

Were Puritan women allowed to participate in church leadership or
decision-making?
No, Puritan women were generally excluded from formal church leadership and decision-making roles.
While they were expected to be devout church members, leadership positions were reserved for men,
reflecting the gender hierarchy of the time.

What was the significance of marriage for women in Puritan society?
Marriage was considered essential for women in Puritan society as it provided social stability, economic
security, and a framework for religious upbringing of children. Women’s identities were largely tied to
their roles as wives and mothers within the community.

How did education affect women’s roles in Puritan society?
Education for Puritan women was limited but not entirely absent. They were often taught to read,
primarily to read the Bible, but they generally did not receive formal education beyond basic literacy. This
limited education reinforced their roles centered around religion and domestic responsibilities.

Did Puritan women have any legal rights or property ownership?
Puritan women had very limited legal rights. Upon marriage, a woman’s property typically became her
husband’s. Widows could inherit property, but married women were largely under the legal authority of
their husbands, reflecting the patriarchal legal system.

How did Puritan society view women who defied social norms?
Women who defied social norms, such as by expressing dissenting religious views or engaging in



behaviors deemed inappropriate, were often harshly punished or ostracized. Examples include accusations
of witchcraft or public reprimands, underscoring strict expectations for female conduct.

In what ways did Puritan women contribute to the community beyond
domestic roles?
Beyond domestic duties, Puritan women contributed to their communities by participating in church
activities, providing mutual support to other women, teaching children religious values, and occasionally
engaging in small-scale economic activities like spinning and weaving to support their families.

Additional Resources
**Women’s Role in Puritan Society: A Comprehensive Analysis**

womens role in puritan society was deeply embedded within a framework of religious devotion, strict
social hierarchy, and patriarchal norms. The Puritan community, influential in early colonial America,
especially in New England during the 17th century, constructed a societal blueprint where women’s
identities and functions were largely defined by theological interpretations and cultural expectations.
Understanding this role requires an exploration of the intersections between religion, gender, family, and
law within Puritan communities.

The Foundations of Women’s Status in Puritan Society

Puritan society was governed by a stringent interpretation of the Bible, which served as the ultimate
authority on both spiritual and temporal matters. Within this framework, women were perceived
primarily through the lens of their roles as daughters, wives, and mothers. The Puritan belief system
underscored women’s inherent moral susceptibility but also their vital role in upholding the household’s
piety and order.

Women were expected to embody modesty, obedience, and industriousness, virtues that aligned with the
Puritan ideal of a godly life. However, these virtues were often double-edged; while women were
revered as spiritual nurturers, they were also restricted from exercising overt public authority or engaging
in theological discourse independently. This dichotomy reflected the broader patriarchal structure that
limited women’s legal and social rights.

Religious Expectations and Gender Roles

The Puritan worldview held that men and women had divinely ordained but distinct roles. Men assumed



leadership positions both in the church and the household, whereas women’s roles were confined to the
domestic sphere. The concept of “separate spheres” was not unique to Puritans but was particularly
emphasized given their strict religious codes.

Women’s primary spiritual duty was to maintain the household as a “little church,” teaching children the
doctrines of Puritanism and supporting their husbands’ religious commitments. This responsibility
underscored the importance of women as moral guardians within the family, a role that afforded them a
certain degree of influence, albeit informal and indirect. Women were also expected to attend regular
church services and engage in communal religious activities, reinforcing their collective identity as
members of a godly society.

Legal and Social Restrictions on Puritan Women

Despite their central role in family and religious life, Puritan women faced significant legal and societal
restrictions. They were generally excluded from voting, holding public office, or owning property
independently after marriage. The legal doctrine of coverture, which subsumed a married woman’s legal
identity under that of her husband, was firmly entrenched.

Marriage and Family Dynamics

Marriage was viewed as a sacred covenant and a social necessity. Women’s roles within marriage were
explicitly geared toward submission and support. Husbands were considered the heads of the household,
responsible for providing and protecting, while wives were expected to manage domestic affairs and bear
children.

The Puritan emphasis on large families reflected both religious beliefs and practical needs; children were
seen as blessings from God and essential contributors to the community’s labor force. Women’s reproductive
roles were thus critical to the survival and expansion of the Puritan population.

Education and Literacy Among Puritan Women

An interesting facet of womens role in puritan society was the community’s emphasis on literacy,
especially for religious purposes. Women, like men, were expected to learn to read the Bible to fulfill their
spiritual duties. This requirement led to relatively high rates of female literacy compared to other
contemporary societies.

However, formal education beyond basic literacy was limited. While some women learned to write and
engage in theological discussions privately, public intellectual life remained predominantly male. The



capacity for women to read scripture empowered them within their domestic and religious spheres but did
not translate into broader societal influence.

Women’s Work and Economic Contributions

Puritan women’s labor extended well beyond child-rearing and household management. They were
involved in a variety of economic activities crucial to the community’s sustenance. This included food
preparation, textile production, gardening, and sometimes running small businesses such as shops or inns.

Domestic Economy and Community Roles

The domestic economy in Puritan households was heavily reliant on women’s skills and labor. Women
spun wool, sewed clothing, brewed beer, and preserved food. These tasks were essential for the economic
survival of families, especially in the harsh conditions of early colonial settlements.

In some cases, widows or single women operated independently, managing property or engaging in trade.
While this was not the norm, it illustrates the nuanced realities of womens role in puritan society, where
economic necessity occasionally challenged rigid gender norms.

Religious and Social Leadership

Though Puritan women were barred from formal church leadership, some exerted influence through
informal networks. Religious meetings and prayer groups provided women with spaces to express spiritual
concerns and support one another. Women also played roles in charitable works and community care,
reinforcing social cohesion and moral discipline.

However, women who stepped beyond accepted boundaries risked social sanctions. The Salem witch trials,
for instance, revealed underlying tensions about women’s power and autonomy, as accusations often
targeted women who deviated from prescribed roles.

Comparative Perspectives: Puritan Women and Their
Contemporaries

When compared to women in other European or colonial societies of the time, Puritan women occupied a
somewhat paradoxical position. On one hand, their literacy and religious involvement surpassed many



contemporaries, reflecting the Puritan emphasis on scriptural knowledge. On the other hand, their legal
and political rights were severely curtailed, aligning with the broader patriarchal norms of the 17th
century.

In England, for instance, women in aristocratic circles might wield influence through marriage alliances
and property ownership, while women in other colonies sometimes experienced different degrees of
economic freedom. The Puritan focus on communal conformity and religious orthodoxy, however, created
a uniquely restrictive environment for women.

Pros and Cons of the Puritan Model for Women

Pros: Enhanced female literacy, strong community networks, clear social roles contributing to family
and community stability, spiritual engagement.

Cons: Limited legal and political rights, enforced submission within marriage, restricted public
expression, vulnerability to social control mechanisms like witchcraft accusations.

The Legacy of Women’s Role in Puritan Society

The impact of womens role in puritan society extends beyond their immediate historical context. The
Puritan emphasis on literacy and moral responsibility for women influenced educational and religious
practices in New England for centuries. Moreover, the tensions inherent in their restricted yet vital status
foreshadowed later debates on women’s rights and gender equality.

Understanding the complex role of women in Puritan society sheds light on the ways religious ideology
can shape gender norms and social structures. It also highlights the resilience and adaptability of women
who navigated these constraints, contributing significantly to the cultural and economic fabric of early
American life.

Womens Role In Puritan Society
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  womens role in puritan society: Female Piety in Puritan New England Amanda Porterfield,
1992 This treatise documents the claim that, for Puritan men and women alike, the ideals of selfhood
were conveyed by female images. It argues that these images taught self-control, shaped pious
ideals and established the standards against which the moral character of real women was
measured.
  womens role in puritan society: The Intellectual Culture of Puritan Women, 1558-1680 J.
Harris, E. Scott-Baumann, 2010-11-24 This collection of essays by leading scholars in the field
reveals the major contribution of puritan women to the intellectual culture of the early modern
period. It demonstrates that women's roles within puritan and broader communities encompassed
translating and disseminating key texts, producing an impressive body of original writing.
  womens role in puritan society: The Position of Women in the New World's Puritan Society in
the Seventeenth Century Stephanie MacHate, 2011-03-14 Essay from the year 2004 in the subject
American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,0, Dresden Technical University, 8
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In order to examine women's status and life
in a Puritan society in the New World, we first have to know why people left their native country.
Marilyn J. Westerkamp tries to give some reasons in her book Women and Religion in Early America:
In the early sixteenth century the Reformation arrived in England (3) and in the following decades a
Puritan culture developed. A website1 tells us that in its core a description of man's direct
relationship to God could be found and that thus no one needed a priest to contact God. At the
beginning of the seventeenth century, the Puritan movement was attacked by Anglican bishops so
that a few tried to flee. When Charles І became monarch, a tendency of being less tolerant towards
Puritan clerics grew; as a result of this many influential Puritans were arrested. Due to the fact that
under the reign of this king numerous ceremonies were formalized and made more complex, the
Puritans felt that religious ceremonies became artificial and thus their dissatisfaction grew. From
1628 on, they started to think of emigration to escape the monarch's control (Westerkamp 13).
English Puritans founded in April 1630 a colony in the New World, called New England. Westerkamp
calls this community, which was built in the wilderness, a holy experiment. As New England was
created with the help of England, but without an interference of the monarch (Westerkamp 14), it
was possible to develop the colony independently from the oversea's monarchy. In this experiment
as many women as men were involved and due to the direct contact between God and the individual,
religious power could be given to anybody (Westerkamp 11). Therefore the status and the role of a
woman might differ to that in England.
  womens role in puritan society: Women's Roles in Seventeenth-Century America Merril
D. Smith, 2008-06-30 In Colonial America, the lives of white immigrant, black slave, and American
Indian women intersected. Economic, religious, social, and political forces all combined to induce
and promote European colonization and the growth of slavery and the slave trade during this period.
This volume provides the essential overview of American women's lives in the seventeenth century,
as the dominant European settlers established their patriarchy. Women were essential to the
existence of a new patriarchal society, most importantly because they were necessary for its
reproduction. In addition to their roles as wives and mothers, Colonial women took care of the house
and household by cooking, preserving food, sewing, spinning, tending gardens, taking care of sick or
injured members of the household, and many other tasks. Students and general readers will learn
about women's roles in the family, women and the law, women and immigration, women's work,
women and religion, women and war, and women and education. literature, and recreation. The
narrative chapters in this volume focus on women, particularly white women, within the eastern
region of the current United States, the site of the first colonies. Chapter 1 discusses women's roles
within the family and household and how women's experiences in the various colonies differed.
Chapter 2 considers women and the law and roles in courts and as victims of crime. Chapter 3 looks
at women and immigration—those who came with families or as servants or slaves. Women's work is
the subject of Chapter 4. The focus is work within the home, preparing food, sewing, taking care of



children, and making household goods, or as businesswomen or midwives. Women and religion are
discussed in Chapter 5. Chapter 6 examines women's role in war. Women's education is one focus of
Chapter 7. Few Colonial women could read but most women did receive an education in the arts of
housewifery. Chapter 7 also looks at women's contributions to literature and their leisure time. Few
women were free to pursue literary endeavors, but many expressed their creativity through
handiwork. A chronology, selected bibliography, and historical illustrations accompany the text.
  womens role in puritan society: Encyclopedia of Women and Religion in North America:
Women and religion: methods of study and reflection Rosemary Skinner Keller, Rosemary
Radford Ruether, Marie Cantlon, 2006 A fundamental and well-illustrated reference collection for
anyone interested in the role of women in North American religious life.
  womens role in puritan society: The Puritan Tradition in America, 1620-1730 Alden T.
Vaughan, 1972 A classic documentary collection on New England's Puritan roots is once again
available, with new material.
  womens role in puritan society: 2018 Annual Issue New York History Review, 2019-03-05
This is an annual printed issue for writers who specialize in local histories of New York State. Many
of your local historical societies don't have the resources to provide a platform for publishing your
local history article. Well, we do.
  womens role in puritan society: A Companion to Early Modern Women's Writing Anita
Pacheco, 2008-04-15 This timely volume represents one of the first comprehensive, student-oriented
guides to the under-published field of early modern women's writing. Brings together more than
twenty leading international scholars to provide the definitive survey volume to the field of early
modern women's writing Examines individual texts, including works by Mary Sidney, Margaret
Cavendish and Aphra Behn Explores the historical context and generic diversity of early modern
women's writing, as well as the theoretical issues that underpin its study Provides a clear sense of
the full extent of women's contributions to early modern literary culture
  womens role in puritan society: Women and Religion in Early America,1600-1850
Marilyn J. Westerkamp, 2020-09-23 Women in Early American Religion, 1600-1850 explores the first
two centuries of America's religious history, examining the relationship between the socio-political
environment, gender, politics and religion Drawing its background from women's religious roles and
experiences in England during the Reformation, the book follows them through colonial settlement,
the rise of evangelicalism with the 'great awakening', the American Revolution and the second
flowering of popular religion in the first half of the nineteenth century. Women in Early American
Religion, 1600-1850 traces the female spiritual tradition through the Puritans, Baptists and Shakers,
arguing that it was a strong empowering force for women.
  womens role in puritan society: Enslaved Women in America Daina Ramey Berry Ph.D.,
Deleso A. Alford, 2012-06-12 This singular reference provides an authoritative account of the daily
lives of enslaved women in the United States, from colonial times to emancipation following the Civil
War. Through essays, photos, and primary source documents, the female experience is explored, and
women are depicted as central, rather than marginal, figures in history. Slavery in the history of the
United States continues to loom large in our national consciousness, and the role of women in this
dark chapter of the American past is largely under-examined. This is the first encyclopedia to focus
on the daily experiences and roles of female slaves in the United States, from colonial times to
official abolition provided by the 13th amendment to the Constitution in 1865. Enslaved Women in
America: An Encyclopedia contains 100 entries written by a range of experts and covering all
aspects of daily life. Topics include culture, family, health, labor, resistance, and violence. Arranged
alphabetically by entry, this unique look at history features life histories of lesser-known African
American women, including Harriet Robinson Scott, the wife of Dred Scott, as well as more notable
figures.
  womens role in puritan society: Women and Capital Punishment in the United States
David V. Baker, 2015-11-26 The history of the execution of women in the United States has largely
been ignored and scholars have given scant attention to gender issues in capital punishment. This



historical analysis examines the social, political and economic contexts in which the justice system
has put women to death, revealing a pattern of patriarchal domination and female subordination.
The book includes a discussion of condemned women granted executive clemency and judicial
commutations, an inquiry into women falsely convicted in potentially capital cases and a profile of
the current female death row population.
  womens role in puritan society: Women Imagine Change Eugenia DeLamotte C, Natania
Meeker, Jean F. O'Barr, 1997-09-24 This global, multicultural anthology shows how women from
some thirty countries, across twenty-six centuries, have found ways to resist oppression and gain
power over their lives. Organized around themes of concern to contemporary readers, Women
Imagine Change explores: relationships between women's sexuality and spirituality; women's
interlinked s
  womens role in puritan society: Sectarianism in Qumran Eyal Regev, 2012-02-13
Sectarianism in Qumran: A Cross-Cultural Perspective explores the sectarian characteristics of the
system of beliefs and laws of the two major Qumran sects of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the yahad and the
Damascus Covenant, using theories of sectarianism and related topics in sociology, anthropology
and the study of religion. It discusses Qumranic moral and purity boundaries, cultic rituals, wealth,
gender, atonement, revelation mysticism, structure and organization and compares them with those
of seven sects of the same (introversionist) type: the early Anabaptists, Mennonites, Hutterites and
Amish, Puritans, Quakers and Shakers. The sociological and historical relationship between the
Qumran sects and the related movements of 1 Enoch, Jubilees and the Essenes are analyzed in
detail, in order to understand the socio-religious background of sectarianism in Qumran and its
subsequent variations. Throughout the chapters, differences between the yahad, the Damascus
Covenant and the Essenes are observed in relation to social boundaries, social structure, gender
relations, revelation and inclination towards mysticism. Points of resemblance and difference are
traced between the Qumran sects and the early-modern Christian ones, and several different
patterns of sectarian ideology and behaviour are noticed among all these sects.
  womens role in puritan society: Power and Control in the Television Worlds of Joss
Whedon Sherry Ginn, 2012-01-23 Ever since the premiere of the small-screen incarnation of Buffy
the Vampire Slayer in 1997, the television worlds of Joss Whedon--which have grown to include
Angel, Firefly, and Dollhouse--have acquired a cult following of dedicated fans and inspired curious
scholars. The quest for power and control over humans and other animals is a constant theme
running throughout all four series. This study explores the myriad natural and supernatural methods
Whedon's characters use to achieve power and control over unsuspecting friends and foes, including
witchcraft and other paranormal means, love, aggression, and scientific devices such as
psychosurgery and psychopharmacology. A catalog of characters and a complete list of episodes for
each series completes this valuable addition to the growing body of scholarship on television's
Whedonverse.
  womens role in puritan society: Women in Early American Religion 1600-1850 Marilyn J.
Westerkamp, 2005-08-04 Women in Early American Religion, 1600-1850 explores the first two
centuries of America's religious history, examining the relationship between the socio-political
environment, gender, politics and religion. Drawing its background from women's religious roles and
experiences in England during the Reformation, the book follows them through colonial settlement,
the rise of evangelicalism, the American Revolution, and the second flowering of popular religion in
the nineteenth century. Tracing the female spiritual tradition through the Puritans, Baptists and
Shakers, Westerkamp argues that religious beliefs and structures were actually a strong
empowering force for women.
  womens role in puritan society: Encyclopedia of Women in American History Joyce Appleby,
Eileen Chang, Joanne Goodwin, 2015-07-17 This illustrated encyclopedia examines the unique
influence and contributions of women in every era of American history, from the colonial period to
the present. It not only covers the issues that have had an impact on women, but also traces the
influence of women's achievements on society as a whole. Divided into three chronologically



arranged volumes, the set includes historical surveys and thematic essays on central issues and
political changes affecting women's lives during each period. These are followed by A-Z entries on
significant events and social movements, laws, court cases and more, as well as profiles of notable
American women from all walks of life and all fields of endeavor. Primary sources and original
documents are included throughout.
  womens role in puritan society: Gender Linda L. Lindsey, 2020-12-17 A landmark publication
in the social sciences, Linda Lindsey’s Gender is the most comprehensive textbook to explore gender
sociologically, as a critical and fundamental dimension of a person’s identity, interactions,
development, and role and status in society. Ranging in scope from the everyday lived experiences of
individuals to the complex patterns and structures of gender that are produced by institutions in our
global society, the book reveals how understandings of gender vary across time and place and shift
along the intersecting lines of race, ethnicity, culture, sexuality, class and religion. Arriving at a time
of enormous social change, the new, seventh edition extends its rigorous, theoretical approach to
reflect on recent events and issues with insights that challenge conventional thought about the
gender binary and the stereotypes that result. Recent and emerging topics that are investigated
include the #MeToo and LGBTQ-rights movements, political misogyny in the Trump era, norms of
masculinity, marriage and family formation, resurgent feminist activism and praxis, the gendered
workplace, and profound consequences of neoliberal globalization. Enriching its sociological
approach with interdisciplinary insight from feminist, biological, psychological, historical, and
anthropological perspectives, the new edition of Gender provides a balanced and broad approach
with readable, dynamic content that furthers student understanding, both of the importance of
gender and how it shapes individual trajectories and social processes in the U.S. and across the
globe.
  womens role in puritan society: Disorderly Women Susan Juster, 2018-09-05 Throughout
most of the eighteenth century and particularly during the religious revivals of the Great Awakening,
evangelical women in colonial New England participated vigorously in major church decisions, from
electing pastors to disciplining backsliding members. After the Revolutionary War, however, women
were excluded from political life, not only in their churches but in the new republic as well.
Reconstructing the history of this change, Susan Juster shows how a common view of masculinity
and femininity shaped both radical religion and revolutionary politics in America. Juster compares
contemporary accounts of Baptist women and men who voice their conversion experiences,
theological opinions, and proccupation with personal conflicts and pastoral controversies. At times,
the ardent revivalist message of spiritual individualism appeared to sanction sexual anarchy.
According to one contemporary, revival attempted to make all things common, wives as well as
goods. The place of women at the center of evangelical life in the mid-eighteenth century, Juster
finds, reflected the extent to which evangelical religion itself was perceived as feminine—emotional,
sensional, and ultimately marginal. In the 1760s, the Baptist order began to refashion its mission,
and what had once been a community of saints—often indifferent to conventional moral or legal
constraints—was transformed into a society of churchgoers with a concern for legitimacy. As the
church was reconceptualized as a household ruled by father figures, feminine qualities came to
define the very essence of sin. Juster observes that an image of benevolent patriarchy threatened by
the specter of female power was a central motif of the wider political culture during the age of
democratic revolutions.
  womens role in puritan society: Women in Early America Dorothy Auchter Mays,
2004-11-23 This volume fills a gap in traditional women's history books by offering fascinating
details of the lives of early American women and showing how these women adapted to the
challenges of daily life in the colonies. Women in Early America: Struggle, Survival, and Freedom in
a New World provides insight into an era in American history when women had immense
responsibilities and unusual freedoms. These women worked in a range of occupations such as
tavernkeeping, printing, spiritual leadership, trading, and shopkeeping. Pipe smoking, beer drinking,
and premarital sex were widespread. One of every eight people traveling with the British Army



during the American Revolution was a woman. The coverage begins with the 1607 settlement at
Jamestown and ends with the War of 1812. In addition to the role of Anglo-American women, the
experiences of African, French, Dutch, and Native American women are discussed. The issues
discussed include how women coped with rural isolation, why they were prone to superstitions, who
was likely to give birth out of wedlock, and how they raised large families while coping with
immense household responsibilities.
  womens role in puritan society: Human Rights in the Americas María Herrera-Sobek,
Francisco Lomelí, Luz Angélica Kirschner, 2021-02-25 This interdisciplinary book explores human
rights in the Americas from multiple perspectives and fields. Taking 1492 as a point of departure,
the text explores Eurocentric historiographies of human rights and offer a more complete
understanding of the genealogy of the human rights discourse and its many manifestations in the
Americas. The essays use a variety of approaches to reveal the larger contexts from which they
emerge, providing a cross-sectional view of subjects, countries, methodologies and foci explicitly
dedicated toward understanding historical factors and circumstances that have shaped human rights
nationally and internationally within the Americas. The chapters explore diverse cultural,
philosophical, political and literary expressions where human rights discourses circulate across the
continent taking into consideration issues such as race, class, gender, genealogy and nationality.
While acknowledging the ongoing centrality of the nation, the volume promotes a shift in the study
of the Americas as a dynamic transnational space of conflict, domination, resistance, negotiation,
complicity, accommodation, dialogue, and solidarity where individuals, nations, peoples, institutions,
and intellectual and political movements share struggles, experiences, and imaginaries. It will be of
interest to all scholars and students of InterAmerican studies and those from all disciplines
interested in Human Rights.
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