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Dartmouth Political Science Ranking: A Deep Dive into Its Academic Prestige

dartmouth political science ranking is a phrase that often pops up among
prospective students, academics, and political science enthusiasts trying to
gauge the strength and reputation of Dartmouth College’s political science
program. Known for its rigorous academics and intimate learning environment,
Dartmouth has carved out a distinctive niche within the landscape of
political science education. But where exactly does it stand among other
institutions, and what factors contribute to its ranking? Let’s explore these
questions and more in this comprehensive look at Dartmouth’s political
science program.

Understanding Dartmouth’s Political Science
Ranking

When discussing college rankings, especially for specific departments like
political science, it’s important to recognize that multiple metrics and
ranking organizations come into play. Dartmouth’s political science program
is often evaluated through a combination of criteria including faculty
expertise, research output, student satisfaction, post-graduate outcomes, and
peer reputation.

Unlike some larger research universities, Dartmouth benefits from a close-
knit academic community that emphasizes personalized learning and mentorship.
This unique characteristic sometimes means that while it may not lead in
sheer volume of research publications, it excels in creating impactful
scholarship and fostering meaningful student engagement.

Where Does Dartmouth Stand Nationally?

National rankings by sources like U.S. News & World Report, QS World
University Rankings, and the Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU)
provide a snapshot of Dartmouth’s standing. Typically, Dartmouth’s political
science program ranks within the top 20 to 30 undergraduate programs
nationwide, which is impressive given the college’s smaller size compared to
large state universities.

In particular, Dartmouth is celebrated for its undergraduate political
science education, often placing it ahead of many larger institutions that
may have more extensive graduate programs but less emphasis on individualized
undergraduate instruction. This focus makes Dartmouth a standout choice for
students seeking a rigorous yet personalized political science education.



Key Factors Influencing Dartmouth Political
Science Ranking

Several aspects contribute to Dartmouth’s reputation and ranking in political
science. Understanding these can help prospective students and academics
appreciate what sets the program apart.

1. Faculty Expertise and Research

Dartmouth boasts a distinguished faculty in political science, many of whom
are leading scholars in their respective specialties such as international
relations, American politics, comparative politics, and political theory. The
faculty’s involvement in cutting-edge research, publications in prestigious
journals, and participation in influential policy discussions enhances the
department’s visibility and academic standing.

Their commitment to mentoring students in research projects and encouraging
participation in conferences also enriches the academic experience, which
indirectly supports higher rankings by demonstrating the department’s active
scholarly contributions.

2. Small Class Sizes and Student Engagement

Unlike large universities where political science courses can be massive
lectures, Dartmouth’s small class sizes foster an interactive learning
environment. This setting allows students to engage closely with professors,
participate in lively debates, and develop critical thinking skills essential
for political analysis.

High student satisfaction often correlates with better rankings, as many
ranking organizations consider feedback from current students and alumni.
Dartmouth’s intimate academic atmosphere is a key selling point in this
regard.

3. Interdisciplinary Opportunities

Political science at Dartmouth is not taught in isolation. The college
encourages interdisciplinary studies, allowing students to combine political
science with fields like economics, history, environmental studies, or public
policy. This approach broadens students’ perspectives and equips them with
versatile analytical tools.

Programs like the Rockefeller Center for Public Policy and the Social
Sciences provide additional resources and experiential learning



opportunities, boosting the program’s appeal and academic reputation.

4. Career Outcomes and Alumni Network

One practical measure of a program’s quality is the success of its graduates.
Dartmouth political science alumni have a strong track record of entering
prestigious law schools, graduate programs, government positions, think
tanks, and international organizations.

The extensive Dartmouth alumni network also plays a crucial role in career
advancement, offering mentorship, internships, and job placements. Positive
career outcomes contribute to the program’s high ranking by demonstrating
tangible value to students.

Comparing Dartmouth Political Science to Peer
Institutions

When evaluating Dartmouth’s political science ranking, it’s useful to compare
it with peer Ivy League schools and other top liberal arts colleges. While
institutions like Harvard, Princeton, and Yale have highly ranked political
science departments with large graduate programs, Dartmouth stands out for
its undergraduate focus and personalized education.

Among liberal arts colleges, Dartmouth’s program is often ranked near the
top, competing with schools such as Amherst and Williams. Its blend of
rigorous coursework, renowned faculty, and rich extracurricular opportunities
makes it a compelling choice for students who want a close-knit community
without sacrificing academic excellence.

What Sets Dartmouth Apart?

- **Close Faculty-Student Interaction:** More direct access to professors
than at many larger universities.
- **Research Opportunities:** Early involvement in research projects, even at
the undergraduate level.
- **Public Policy Integration:** Strong links to policy centers and real-
world applications.
- **Global Perspective:** Emphasis on international relations with
opportunities for study abroad and global internships.



Tips for Prospective Students Interested in
Dartmouth Political Science

If you’re considering Dartmouth for political science, understanding what
influences its ranking can help you make the most of your application and
academic journey.

Highlight Your Passion for Politics and Research: Dartmouth values
students who demonstrate curiosity and initiative in political studies.

Engage in Extracurriculars: Participation in debate clubs, student
government, or political organizations can strengthen your profile.

Prepare for Rigorous Academics: The program expects strong analytical
and writing skills, so focus on developing these early.

Leverage Interdisciplinary Interests: Think about how political science
connects with other areas you’re passionate about, which aligns well
with Dartmouth’s approach.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Dartmouth
Political Science

As political landscapes evolve globally, Dartmouth’s political science
department continues to adapt by incorporating emerging topics such as
cybersecurity policy, climate politics, and global governance. The college’s
commitment to innovation and inclusion suggests that its ranking and
reputation will remain strong.

Students graduating from Dartmouth’s political science program can expect to
be well-prepared for the complexities of modern politics, whether they pursue
careers in public service, academia, or the private sector.

Exploring the various rankings and understanding what makes Dartmouth’s
political science program unique provides valuable insight for anyone
interested in the field. Its blend of academic rigor, personalized attention,
and strong career support distinguishes Dartmouth in the competitive arena of
political science education.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Dartmouth's political science program
ranking nationally?
Dartmouth's political science program is generally ranked among the top 20 to
30 political science programs in the United States, recognized for its
rigorous curriculum and faculty expertise.

How does Dartmouth's political science department
compare to other Ivy League schools?
Dartmouth's political science department is competitive within the Ivy
League, often ranked slightly below schools like Harvard, Princeton, and
Yale, but it is still highly regarded for its close student-faculty
interaction and interdisciplinary approach.

What factors contribute to Dartmouth's political
science ranking?
Factors include faculty research output, student selectivity, graduate
employment outcomes, and the department's emphasis on both theoretical and
practical aspects of political science.

Has Dartmouth's political science ranking changed
recently?
Dartmouth's political science ranking has remained relatively stable in
recent years, maintaining a strong reputation with incremental improvements
due to faculty achievements and program enhancements.

Where can I find official rankings for Dartmouth's
political science program?
Official rankings can be found on educational ranking websites like U.S. News
& World Report, QS World University Rankings, and Academic Ranking of World
Universities, which periodically assess political science programs.

Does Dartmouth offer specialized tracks within its
political science program that influence its
ranking?
Yes, Dartmouth offers specialized tracks such as international relations,
comparative politics, and political theory, which contribute to the program's
comprehensive reputation and ranking.



How does Dartmouth's political science program rank
globally?
While Dartmouth is primarily known for its national standing, it is also
recognized internationally, often appearing in global rankings within the top
100 political science departments worldwide.

What career opportunities do graduates of
Dartmouth's political science program have?
Graduates commonly pursue careers in government, public policy, law,
international organizations, academia, and private sector roles, supported by
Dartmouth's strong alumni network and reputation.

Is Dartmouth's political science program more
focused on undergraduate or graduate education?
Dartmouth's political science program is primarily focused on undergraduate
education, offering a broad and rigorous curriculum, with some graduate-level
opportunities through interdisciplinary programs.

How do Dartmouth students rate their experience in
the political science program?
Students generally rate their experience positively, highlighting small class
sizes, accessible faculty, and a supportive academic environment that fosters
critical thinking and research skills.

Additional Resources
Dartmouth Political Science Ranking: An In-Depth Examination of Its Academic
Standing

dartmouth political science ranking has become a subject of increasing
interest for prospective students, academics, and policy professionals
evaluating top-tier programs in the United States and beyond. As political
science programs gain prominence amid evolving global political challenges,
Dartmouth College’s offerings warrant close scrutiny to understand their
competitive positioning in this dynamic academic landscape.

Understanding Dartmouth’s Political Science
Program

Dartmouth College, an Ivy League institution located in Hanover, New



Hampshire, is widely recognized for its rigorous liberal arts education. Its
political science department, while not as large as those at some flagship
public universities or Ivy peers like Harvard or Princeton, maintains a
distinct reputation for fostering critical inquiry into American politics,
comparative politics, international relations, and political theory. The
program’s intimate size allows for close faculty-student engagement, a
feature frequently noted in student testimonials and academic reviews.

Faculty Expertise and Research Impact

The political science faculty at Dartmouth includes scholars whose research
spans diverse subfields such as political behavior, institutions,
quantitative methods, and global governance. This breadth ensures students
have access to mentorship across multiple domains, enhancing the department’s
appeal for those seeking specialized knowledge or interdisciplinary
approaches. Furthermore, faculty publications in top journals and
participation in influential policy forums contribute significantly to
Dartmouth’s visibility in political science circles.

Curriculum and Academic Opportunities

The curriculum at Dartmouth emphasizes both theoretical foundations and
empirical analysis, with opportunities for undergraduate research,
internships, and study abroad programs. These elements enrich the educational
experience and prepare students for careers in public service, academia, or
the private sector. The department’s focus on quantitative methods and data-
driven political analysis aligns with contemporary trends in political
science education.

Dartmouth Political Science Ranking in National
and Global Contexts

When evaluating the dartmouth political science ranking, it is important to
consider various ranking methodologies and their criteria. Unlike some larger
universities with extensive graduate programs, Dartmouth’s political science
department primarily focuses on undergraduate education, which can influence
its placement in rankings that emphasize research output or graduate
training.

Comparison with Ivy League and Peer Institutions

In national rankings such as U.S. News & World Report, Dartmouth’s political



science program generally ranks within the top 20 to 30 schools in the United
States, often positioned just behind more research-intensive institutions
like Harvard, Yale, Stanford, and Princeton. These schools tend to dominate
rankings due to their substantial graduate programs and prolific research
productivity.

However, when viewed through the lens of undergraduate education quality,
faculty accessibility, and student satisfaction, Dartmouth’s program is
frequently highlighted as a strong contender. Its small class sizes and
personalized advising are advantages that larger universities sometimes lack,
making it an attractive option for students prioritizing mentorship and
tailored academic experiences.

International Perspectives on Ranking

Globally, political science departments at U.S. Ivy League schools, including
Dartmouth, are respected but face competition from European institutions such
as the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and Sciences Po
in Paris, which have robust international relations and political theory
specialties. Dartmouth’s ranking on global scales may be tempered by its
undergraduate focus and smaller program size but remains competitive due to
the college’s overall academic prestige.

Factors Influencing Dartmouth’s Political
Science Ranking

Several key factors contribute to Dartmouth’s standing in political science
rankings:

Faculty Research and Citations: While Dartmouth faculty publish
influential work, the department’s smaller size limits total research
output compared to larger universities.

Graduate Program Presence: Dartmouth offers a predominantly
undergraduate program, which affects rankings that emphasize graduate
education and doctoral program quality.

Student-Faculty Ratio: Dartmouth’s low ratio enhances learning but may
not directly impact research-focused rankings.

Alumni Outcomes: Graduates often pursue careers in government, law, and
academia, with many gaining acceptance into prestigious graduate
programs, reflecting positively on the department.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Opportunities for cross-departmental



study, such as combining political science with economics, history, or
environmental studies, add to Dartmouth’s academic appeal.

Strengths of Dartmouth’s Political Science Program

- Personalized attention and mentorship from faculty.
- Strong emphasis on undergraduate research and experiential learning.
- Broad exposure to multiple political science subfields.
- Access to Ivy League resources and a vibrant intellectual community.

Areas for Potential Growth

- Expansion of graduate-level offerings could enhance research output and
ranking metrics.
- Increased visibility in international political science networks.
- Further investment in data science and computational political analysis to
align with emerging academic trends.

Implications for Prospective Students and
Academics

For undergraduates seeking a comprehensive political science education with
close faculty interaction, Dartmouth offers a compelling choice despite its
middle-tier ranking among political science departments nationally. The
program’s focus on analytical rigor combined with qualitative insights equips
students to navigate complex political environments effectively.

Academics and researchers considering Dartmouth should weigh its
collaborative environment and institutional prestige against the limited
scale of its political science program relative to larger research
universities. The college’s commitment to liberal arts education means that
interdisciplinary inquiry is strongly supported, broadening the scope for
innovative political science research.

Career Prospects and Alumni Network

Dartmouth political science graduates benefit from a robust alumni network
that spans government agencies, think tanks, international organizations, and
academia. The college’s reputation facilitates access to competitive
internships and job placements, often serving as a launchpad for influential
careers in policy-making and political analysis.



Conclusion: Navigating the Rankings with
Context

In the highly competitive realm of political science programs, dartmouth
political science ranking highlights a department that prioritizes quality of
education and student engagement over sheer research volume. While it may not
top every national or global list, Dartmouth’s political science program
stands out for its personalized approach and integration within a prestigious
liberal arts framework.

Prospective students and scholars should consider Dartmouth not merely by its
numerical ranking but through a holistic lens that values academic community,
faculty expertise, and opportunities for growth. As political science
continues to evolve, Dartmouth’s commitment to fostering critical thinkers
ensures its relevance and appeal remain strong in the years ahead.
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Employment, and Gender Sarah Slavin, 1987 This dynamic volume illustrates the expanded notion
of political that has evolved as a result of the women's movement. Rich in analysis and description,
the chapters offer clear-cut policy proposals and new conceptualizations of organizational
frameworks and concepts that have consequence for the lives of women and men in such areas as
the staging of careers, the division of labor in family and professional settings, and nepotism.
Contributors focus on the interconnections between traditional political behavior and the larger
social context in which it is played out. The Politics of Professionalism, Opportunity, Employment,
and Gender presents a current and realistic picture of the complexity of the political processes and a
better sense of the less obvious elements that determine the political process.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Passages to Power Pippa Norris, 1997-10-09
Recruitment to legislative office is one of the core functions of political systems, yet we know little
about how the process varies from one country to another. Passages to Power provides a
comparative account of legislative recruitment which applies a common analytical framework and
new survey data to nineteen advanced democracies. Legislative recruitment refers to the critical
step as people move from lower levels of politics into parliamentary careers. Who succeeds in
becoming a politician? Who fails? And why? Based on original research which adopts a 'new
institutionalist' perspective, this 1997 book compares these issues in a wide range of countries. This
important study brings together an outstanding group of international scholars to look at
recruitment around the world. The countries examined in depth include Australia, Canada, Finland,
Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States, along
with a comparison of all member states in the European Union.
  dartmouth political science ranking: On the Side of the Angels Nancy L. Rosenblum,
2010-07-12 Political parties are the defining institutions of representative democracy and the
darlings of political science. Their governing and electoral functions are among the chief concerns of
the field. Yet most political theorists--including democratic theorists--ignore or disparage parties as
grubby arenas of ambition, obstacles to meaningful political participation and deliberation. On the
Side of the Angels is a vigorous defense of the virtues of parties and partisanship, and their worth as
a subject for political theory. Nancy Rosenblum's account moves between political theory and
political science, and she uses resources from both fields to outline an appreciation of parties and
the moral distinctiveness of partisanship. She draws from the history of political thought and
identifies the main lines of opposition to parties, as well as the rare but significant moments of
appreciation. Rosenblum then sets forth her own theoretical appreciation of parties and
partisanship. She discusses the achievement of parties in regulating rivalries, channeling political
energies, and creating the lines of division that make pluralist politics meaningful. She defends
partisan as a political identity over the much-vaunted status of independent, and she considers
where contemporary democracies should draw the line in banning parties. On the Side of the Angels
offers an ethics of partisanship that speaks to questions of centrism, extremism, and polarization in
American party politics. By rescuing parties from their status as orphans of political philosophy,
Rosenblum fills a significant void in political and democratic theory.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Voting and Political Representation in America Mark P.
Jones, 2020-02-24 Examines voting trends and political representation in the United States
today—with a special focus on debates over voting rights, voter fraud, and voter suppression—and
election rules and regulations, including those related to gerrymandering, campaign fundraising,
and other controversial subjects. Do average Americans have a voice in Washington? Are they
well-represented, or are they marginalized? Do elections reflect fundamental democratic institutions
and values, or are they tarnished by voter suppression, voter fraud, gerrymandering, or other
factors? To what extent do America's elected officials reflect the diversity of race, religion, gender,
socioeconomic background, sexual orientation, and political views of the wider American population?
This encyclopedia explores all these questions and more. It examines important mechanisms and
laws shaping political representation in America in the 21st century, such as term limits,
gerrymandering, the Electoral College, and direct democracy (ballot initiatives and referendums);



and the degree to which various demographic groups are represented in state and federal
legislatures, from Latinos and senior citizens to atheists and residents of rural states. It also explains
the basis for escalating concerns about both voter fraud and voter suppression.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Academic Quality Rankings of American Colleges and
Universities David S. Webster, 1986
  dartmouth political science ranking: Interdisciplinarity John H. Aldrich, 2014 Examines
the contemporary academy by connecting its discipline-based structure with its burgeoning
interdisciplinary focus.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Bit by Bit Matthew J. Salganik, 2017-11-27 An
innovative and accessible guide to doing social research in the digital age In just the past several
years, we have witnessed the birth and rapid spread of social media, mobile phones, and numerous
other digital marvels. In addition to changing how we live, these tools enable us to collect and
process data about human behavior on a scale never before imaginable, offering entirely new
approaches to core questions about social behavior. Bit by Bit is the key to unlocking these powerful
methods—a landmark book that will fundamentally change how the next generation of social
scientists and data scientists explores the world around us. Bit by Bit is the essential guide to
mastering the key principles of doing social research in this fast-evolving digital age. In this
comprehensive yet accessible book, Matthew Salganik explains how the digital revolution is
transforming how social scientists observe behavior, ask questions, run experiments, and engage in
mass collaborations. He provides a wealth of real-world examples throughout and also lays out a
principles-based approach to handling ethical challenges. Bit by Bit is an invaluable resource for
social scientists who want to harness the research potential of big data and a must-read for data
scientists interested in applying the lessons of social science to tomorrow’s technologies. Illustrates
important ideas with examples of outstanding research Combines ideas from social science and data
science in an accessible style and without jargon Goes beyond the analysis of “found” data to discuss
the collection of “designed” data such as surveys, experiments, and mass collaboration Features an
entire chapter on ethics Includes extensive suggestions for further reading and activities for the
classroom or self-study
  dartmouth political science ranking: Liberal Education and Citizenship in a Free
Society Justin Buckley Dyer, Constantine Christos Vassiliou, 2023-07-24 The liberal arts university
has been in decline since well before the virtualization of campus life, increasingly inviting public
skepticism about its viability as an institution of personal, civic, and professional growth. New
technologies that might have brought people together have instead frustrated the university’s
capacity to foster thoughtful citizenship among tomorrow’s leaders and exacerbated socioeconomic
inequalities that are poisoning America’s civic culture. With Liberal Education and Citizenship in a
Free Society, a collection of 19 original essays, editors Justin Dyer and Constantine Vassiliou present
the work of a diverse group of scholars to assess the value of a liberal arts education in the face of
market, technological, cultural, and political forces shaping higher learning today.
  dartmouth political science ranking: African Insurgencies Richard A. Lobban Jr., Chris H.
Dalton, 2017-01-26 Presenting a continent-wide comparative analysis of ethnic, political, and
colonially based insurgencies, this text examines the causes, tactics, outcomes, and key individuals
of African insurgent events and assesses a range of foreseeable outcomes in Africa's multiple regions
of continuing political instability. Insurgencies continue to erupt in many nations of Africa. The
techniques and intended purposes of today's insurgencies are evolutions of historical versions of
insurgencies, long-standing strife among ethnic and political groups, and modern-era movements
reflective of the ever-shrinking planet, leading to revolutions in the region. This book spans the
African continent to address a diverse classification of insurgencies and revolutions, weaving them
together thematically and enabling readers to make connections between their purposes, tactics,
outcome, and impact. Providing researchers in African and security studies with a comprehensive
body of work for further studies, this eminently readable work examines the many past and current
insurgencies that have occurred in Africa, identifying their causes and predominantly common bases



and rationales. Coauthored by an acclaimed scholar of African studies and a U.S. Marine Corps
Lieutenant Colonel with a master's degree in national security and strategic studies, this
single-volume book provides an in-depth examination into the drivers, actors, tactics, weapons,
intended outcomes, and sweeping consequences of the many events in Africa that have overturned
existing rule or implemented rule where none existed—and in a few cases, resulted in stabilization of
a nation. Readers will better understand the causal, contextual, tactical, ideological, and
philosophical factors that launch insurgencies through coverage of pre-colonial insurgencies;
anti-colonial resistance and national liberation movements; separatist and irredentist movements;
reformist, revolutionary, and Islamist insurgencies; and genocide, warlord, and proxy insurgencies.
The book's last chapter discusses how insurgent movements might be prevented through better
governance, or contained or defeated with diplomatic and/or military means.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Educational Rankings Annual 2006 Westney, Lynn
C. Hattendorf Westney, 2005-09 Educational Rankings Annual is useful for students, parents and
school faculty. Also administrators of libraries and educational institutions use rankings to defend
budgets, justify new positions, obtain government funding and attract philanthropic support. The
annually updated resource presents more than 4,000 national, regional and international lists and
rankings compiled from hundreds of respected sources. The entries in Rankings include a
description of the ranking, background information on criteria for establishing the hierarchy,
additional remarks about the ranking, the complete or partial (if extensive) ranking and source
citations if necessary.
  dartmouth political science ranking: Parliamentary Committees in a Party-Centred Context
Tim Alexander Mickler, 2022-03-15 This book examines the working procedures of parliamentary
party groups within specialised committees - the backstage but primary means for MPs to influence
policy. It explains which MPs specialise in particular policy areas, how they make policy choices in
committees, and, subsequently, how these individual decisions are aggregated and ‘unified’ within
and via parliamentary party groups. In doing so, the book expertly reveals the internal working
procedures of parliaments and the role of individual MPs vis-á-vis the parliamentary party group
leadership. Based on an analysis of more than 3,000 committee assignments and over 100 in-depth
interviews with MPs, it shows that individual experts in committees have a central role and
decision-making power which is more varied and decentralised from the leadership than commonly
assumed. It demonstrates that most policy decisions are prepared bottom-up rather than dictated
top-down and that parliamentary party groups are not strictly hierarchical organisations dominated
by elites. This book will be of key interest to scholars and students of legislative and parliamentary
studies, representative democracy, comparative politics, and journalists and practitioners within
parliaments.
  dartmouth political science ranking: The Government/Press Connection Stephen Hess,
2010-12-01 This book surveys press relations with the federal government, examines the way official
press offices prepare and conduct briefings, and considers criticisms concerning the government's
control of information.
  dartmouth political science ranking: News Letter United States. Department of State, 1966
  dartmouth political science ranking: Newsletter United States. Department of State, 1966
  dartmouth political science ranking: Newsletter , 1966
  dartmouth political science ranking: Noise Control Act of 1971 and Amendments United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce. Subcommittee on the Environment, 1972
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