
what is the great western schism

**Understanding the Great Western Schism: A Turning Point in Church History**

what is the great western schism is a question that often arises when exploring the complex history of the
medieval Catholic Church. This event, occurring from 1378 to 1417, was a profound crisis of leadership
within the Roman Catholic Church that saw multiple claimants to the papacy simultaneously vying for
legitimacy. The Great Western Schism not only caused religious confusion but also had significant political
and cultural repercussions throughout Europe.

The Origins of the Great Western Schism

To grasp what is the great western schism, it’s essential to understand the context in which it happened. The
schism was essentially a split within the Catholic Church where two, and later three, men claimed to be the
true pope. This division lasted nearly four decades and fractured Christian unity.

The Avignon Papacy and Its Impact

Before the schism formally began, the papacy had already experienced turmoil. From 1309 to 1377, the Popes
resided in Avignon, France, rather than Rome, a period known as the Avignon Papacy. This relocation was
heavily influenced by French monarchs and led to growing resentment among Italians and other European powers
who felt the papacy was under undue French control.

When Pope Gregory XI moved back to Rome in 1377, tensions were high. His death in 1378 sparked a contentious
papal election that set the stage for the schism.

What Sparked the Schism?

The immediate cause of the Great Western Schism was the election of Pope Urban VI in 1378. Urban VI was an
Italian, elected amid pressure from Roman citizens who demanded a Roman or at least an Italian pope after
decades of French dominance.

However, Urban’s abrasive personality and reformist style alienated many cardinals, especially the French
faction. Claiming the election was invalid due to mob influence, these cardinals elected a rival pope, Clement
VII, who established his papal court back in Avignon.

The Division of Loyalties

Suddenly, Christendom was divided. Different European countries and political factions aligned themselves
either with the Roman pope or the Avignon pope. This split created not only religious confusion but also
complicated political alliances, as rulers often supported the pope who best suited their interests.

The Spread and Consequences of the Schism

Understanding what is the great western schism also means recognizing its widespread effects across Europe.



Religious Confusion and Loss of Authority

For ordinary believers, the existence of two popes was bewildering. Which pope was the legitimate spiritual
leader? The ambiguity undermined the Church’s moral and spiritual authority at a time when its influence was
critical in daily life.

Political Ramifications

The schism intensified the rivalry between European powers. Countries like France, Scotland, and Spain
supported the Avignon papacy, while England, the Holy Roman Empire, and most of Italy backed the Roman pope.
This division fed into existing conflicts such as the Hundred Years’ War and complicated diplomatic relations.

Economic and Cultural Impact

The schism also strained the Church’s finances, as both papal courts sought to assert their legitimacy by
granting favors, indulgences, and appointments. This competition sometimes fostered corruption and nepotism,
further diminishing the Church’s reputation.

Resolving the Great Western Schism

The question of what is the great western schism cannot be fully answered without discussing how this crisis
was finally resolved.

The Role of the Council of Constance

Efforts to end the schism culminated in the Council of Constance (1414-1418), which managed to bring about
a resolution by deposing or accepting the resignation of the rival popes and electing Pope Martin V in 1417 as
the sole pope.

The council also took steps to reform the Church and address issues that had contributed to the schism,
including abuses within the clergy and the need for clearer papal election procedures.

Legacy of the Schism

While the Great Western Schism was healed formally, its legacy lingered. It exposed vulnerabilities in the
Church’s structure and foreshadowed future challenges, including the Protestant Reformation in the 16th
century. The crisis highlighted the dangers of political interference in religious matters and the importance of
unity within the Church.

Why Understanding the Great Western Schism Matters Today

Learning about what is the great western schism offers valuable insights into how religious and political
power intertwined during the Middle Ages. It also serves as a cautionary tale about leadership conflicts and
the impact they can have on institutions that shape societies.



Moreover, the schism reminds us that religious authority is not immune to human failings and that the quest for
unity often requires difficult compromises and reforms.

Lessons from History

- The importance of transparent and fair leadership selection processes.
- How political interference can destabilize spiritual institutions.
- The resilience of communities and institutions in overcoming division.

By reflecting on the Great Western Schism, historians and theologians better understand the complexities of
Church history and the ongoing relationship between faith and power.

---

The Great Western Schism remains a fascinating chapter in history, demonstrating how a crisis of leadership
can ripple through religion, politics, and society at large. It’s a vivid reminder that unity, whether in faith or
governance, is delicate and must be nurtured carefully.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Great Western Schism?

The Great Western Schism was a split within the Catholic Church from 1378 to 1417, where multiple
individuals simultaneously claimed to be the true pope, leading to division and conflict within Christianity.

When did the Great Western Schism occur?

The Great Western Schism lasted from 1378 to 1417.

Why did the Great Western Schism happen?

The schism occurred due to disagreements over papal succession after the return of the papacy from Avignon
to Rome, leading to rival popes being elected by different factions.

How many popes were there during the Great Western Schism?

At one point during the Great Western Schism, there were three rival popes claiming legitimacy.

What were the main consequences of the Great Western Schism?

The schism caused political and religious turmoil, weakened the authority of the papacy, and increased calls
for church reform.

How was the Great Western Schism resolved?

The schism was resolved by the Council of Constance (1414–1418), which deposed or accepted the
resignation of the rival popes and elected Pope Martin V as the sole pope.

What role did the Council of Constance play in the Great Western Schism?

The Council of Constance ended the Great Western Schism by resolving the papal dispute, restoring unity to



the Catholic Church, and initiating church reforms.

Did the Great Western Schism affect the political landscape of Europe?

Yes, the schism divided European countries along political and religious lines, as different states supported
different papal claimants, influencing alliances and conflicts during that period.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Great Western Schism: A Pivotal Crisis in Church History**

what is the great western schism is a question that delves into one of the most tumultuous periods in the
history of the Roman Catholic Church. Occurring between 1378 and 1417, this schism was a profound division
within the Church where multiple claimants to the papacy simultaneously asserted their legitimacy. This era of
discord not only challenged the religious authority of the papacy but also had significant political, social,
and theological ramifications across Europe. To fully comprehend the Great Western Schism, it is essential to
explore its origins, key events, and its lasting impact on the Church and European society.

The Origins of the Great Western Schism

The Great Western Schism emerged from a complex interplay of political power struggles and ecclesiastical
disputes. The immediate precursor was the Avignon Papacy (1309–1377), during which seven successive popes
resided in Avignon, France, rather than Rome. This relocation eroded the papacy’s universality and alienated
many within the Church, especially Italians who viewed the papacy’s absence as a crisis of legitimacy.

When Pope Gregory XI returned the papal court to Rome in 1377, his death the following year set the stage
for an unprecedented conflict. The papal conclave elected Urban VI, an Italian, but his abrasive reforms and
personality quickly alienated many cardinals. In response, a faction of French cardinals declared Urban’s
election invalid, citing coercion by a Roman mob, and elected Clement VII as a rival pope, who established his
court in Avignon. This marked the beginning of the Great Western Schism: two popes, each with their own
adherents, claiming to be the legitimate Vicar of Christ.

Key Features and Developments During the Schism

The Great Western Schism was characterized by the unprecedented existence of rival papal courts, each
excommunicating the other and vying for political and religious dominance. This division fractured Christendom
along national and political lines, with different European powers supporting different papal claimants based
on their interests.

Political Alignments and Support

The schism's complexity deepened as European monarchies chose sides:

France and its allies supported the Avignon papacy, recognizing Clement VII and his successors.

England, the Holy Roman Empire, and most of Italy backed the Roman popes starting with Urban VI.

Other kingdoms, such as Scotland and parts of Spain, switched allegiances at various points, reflecting
shifting political landscapes.



This bifurcation of loyalty meant that the papacy’s spiritual authority was deeply compromised, with many
questioning the legitimacy of the Church’s highest office.

Theological and Ecclesiastical Implications

The schism sparked intense theological debates about papal authority, legitimacy, and the Church’s unity.
Canon law was invoked by both sides to justify their claims, while theologians grappled with the unprecedented
situation of two concurrent popes. The crisis highlighted the limitations of papal supremacy and raised critical
questions about the mechanisms for resolving disputes within the Church hierarchy.

Attempts at Resolution

Efforts to end the schism were numerous but often complicated by political interests. The Council of Pisa in
1409 attempted to resolve the issue by deposing both popes and electing a new one, Alexander V. However, this
only worsened the crisis because neither of the original two popes accepted the council’s authority, resulting
in three simultaneous papal claimants.

Finally, the Council of Constance (1414–1418) succeeded in restoring unity by deposing or accepting the
resignation of all three popes and electing Martin V as the sole pope. This council reinforced the principle that
a general council could hold authority over the pope, a significant development in Church governance.

The Impact and Legacy of the Great Western Schism

The Great Western Schism left an indelible mark on the Church and European society, with consequences that
resonated for centuries.

Damage to Papal Authority and Church Unity

The schism severely undermined the perceived infallibility and divine guidance of the papacy. The existence of
multiple popes simultaneously eroded the Church’s spiritual authority and contributed to widespread
disillusionment among the faithful. This crisis of legitimacy paved the way for later reform movements by
exposing vulnerabilities in Church structure and governance.

Political Repercussions and Nationalism

By aligning with different papal claimants, European monarchs used the schism to assert greater control over
religious institutions within their realms. This political maneuvering intensified the growing sense of nationalism
and laid groundwork for the eventual fragmentation of Christendom. The schism exemplified how religious
authority could be intertwined with secular power struggles, influencing the balance of power across Europe.

Influence on Church Reform and Councils

The Council of Constance’s success in ending the schism underscored the potential for conciliarism—the idea
that general councils could exercise authority over the pope. While this doctrine was later suppressed, the
schism’s resolution set a precedent for collective decision-making within the Church, influencing the development



of ecclesiastical law and reform efforts in the 15th and 16th centuries.

Broader Cultural and Social Effects

Beyond ecclesiastical and political domains, the schism affected laypeople’s religious experience and perceptions.
The protracted division and conflicting papal claims led to confusion and weakened the unifying role of the
Church in daily life. This fragmentation contributed indirectly to the intellectual ferment that culminated in
the Renaissance and the eventual Protestant Reformation.

Comparing the Great Western Schism with Other Church Divisions

To contextualize the significance of the Great Western Schism, it is useful to compare it with other major
ruptures in Church history. Unlike the East-West Schism of 1054, which divided Christianity into Eastern
Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism over doctrinal and cultural differences, the Great Western Schism was an
internal conflict over papal legitimacy.

Similarly, the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century represented a theological and institutional break
from Catholicism, whereas the Great Western Schism was a crisis within the Catholic Church itself. The
schism’s resolution demonstrated the Church’s capacity for internal reconciliation, albeit at the cost of
revealing systemic weaknesses.

Lessons from the Great Western Schism

The schism serves as a historical case study in the dangers of politicizing religious authority and the
challenges of maintaining institutional unity amid competing interests. It underscores the importance of clear
succession mechanisms and the risks posed by factionalism within hierarchical organizations.

What Is the Great Western Schism’s Relevance Today?

In modern times, the Great Western Schism remains a critical episode for scholars of Church history, theology,
and European politics. Understanding what is the great western schism provides insight into the evolution of
papal authority and the complex relationship between religion and state power. It also informs contemporary
discussions about Church governance, ecumenism, and the challenges of maintaining unity in diverse religious
communities.

The schism’s legacy is evident in the Catholic Church’s later reforms and its cautious approach to ecumenical
dialogue. By studying this period, historians and theologians gain valuable perspectives on conflict resolution,
institutional resilience, and the enduring quest for religious unity.

In essence, the Great Western Schism was more than a mere dispute over who should wear the papal tiara; it
was a profound crisis that tested the foundations of medieval Christianity and reshaped the trajectory of
Church history in ways that continue to resonate centuries later.
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  what is the great western schism: A Companion to the Great Western Schism (1378-1417)
Joëlle Rollo-Koster, Thomas M. Izbicki, 2009 The division of the Church or Schism that took place
between 1378 and 1417 had no precedent in Christianity. No conclave since the twelfth century had
acted as had those in April and September 1378, electing two concurrent popes. This crisis was
neither an issue of the authority claimed by the pope and the Holy Roman Emperor nor an issue of
authority and liturgy. The Great Western Schism was unique because it forced upon Christianity a
rethinking of the traditional medieval mental frame. It raised question of personality, authority,
human fallibility, ecclesiastical jurisdiction and taxation, and in the end responsibility in holding
power and authority. This collection presents the broadest range of experiences, center and
periphery, clerical and lay, male and female, Christian and Muslim. Theology, including exegesis of
Scripture, diplomacy, French literature, reform, art, and finance all receive attention.
  what is the great western schism: The Great Western Schism, 1378–1417 Joëlle Rollo-Koster,
2022-04-14 The Great Schism divided Western Christianity between 1378 and 1417. Two popes and
their courts occupied the see of St. Peter, one in Rome, and one in Avignon. Traditionally, this event
has received attention from scholars of institutional history. In this book, by contrast, Joëlle
Rollo-Koster investigates the event through the prism of social drama. Marshalling liturgical,
cultural, artistic, literary and archival evidence, she explores the four phases of the Schism: the
breach after the 1378 election, the subsequent division of the Church, redressive actions, and
reintegration of the papacy in a single pope. Investigating how popes legitimized their respective
positions and the reception of these efforts, Rollo-Koster shows how the Schism influenced political
thought, how unity was achieved, and how the two capitals, Rome and Avignon, responded to events.
Rollo-Koster's approach humanizes the Schism, enabling us to understand the event as it was
experienced by contemporaries.
  what is the great western schism: Religious communities in Rome during the Great Western
Schism Collectif, 2025-08-26 The Great Western Schism (1378-1417) is considered the deepest crisis
of the late medieval Church. The contested election of Pope Urban VI in 1378 divided the Catholic
Church into two competing factions: the Roman papacy under Pope Urban VI and the French papacy
under Clement VII. The Schism had severe consequences, especially for the Roman papacy: the
papal administration in Rome lost most of its competent staff as many officials sided with Clement
VII and returned to Avignon, leaving Pope Urban VI with a skeleton staff; the city of Rome and the
surrounding countryside suffered from intense fighting; religious institutions were not only split in
two during the Schism, but they also faced repeated economic hardships as mercenary troops
ravaged the Roman countryside and the Roman popes extracted property from churches and
monasteries to finance warfare, or donated the landed property of these institutions to their lay
supporters in exchange for military services. The effects of the Schism were largely harmful for the
various religious institutions in Rome, but the overall picture is not necessarily that negative, as the
Schism also presented new opportunities for different Roman actors. The current volume studies the
resilience of the Roman papacy and its clergy, international religious and lay orders and the local
community of Jews, and shows how these actors overcame the hardships caused by the Schism.
  what is the great western schism: The Age of the Great Western Schism Clinton Locke, 1897
  what is the great western schism: The Great Western Schism, 1378-1417 Joëlle Rollo-Koster,
2022 The Great Schism divided Western Christianity between 1378 and 1417. Two popes and their
courts occupied the see of St. Peter, one in Rome, and one in Avignon. Traditionally, this event has
received attention from scholars of institutional history. In this book, by contrast, Joëlle Rollo-Koster
investigates the event through the prism of social drama. Marshalling liturgical, cultural, artistic,
literary and archival evidence, she explores the four phases of the Schism: the breach after the 1378
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election, the subsequent division of the Church, redressive actions, and reintegration of the papacy
in a single pope. Investigating how popes legitimized their respective positions and the reception of
these efforts, Rollo-Koster shows how the Schism influenced political thought, how unity was
achieved, and how the two capitals, Rome and Avignon, responded to events. Rollo-Koster's
approach humanizes the Schism, enabling us to understand the event as it was experienced by
contemporaries.
  what is the great western schism: Das Ende des konziliaren Zeitalters (1440-1450) Heribert
Müller, 2020-09-23 Nach den seinerzeit im Umkreis des Zweiten Vatikanischen Konzils vor allem
theologisch fokussierten Forschungen zu Konziliarismus und Konzilien des 15. Jahrhunderts finden
diese seit einigen Jahren als polyvalente historische Phänomene Interesse, da sie sich als
überra-schend offen und ergiebig für vielfältige Fragestellungen heutiger Geschichtswissenschaft
erweisen. Ausgehend von der bislang weniger erforschten, doch gerade in solchem Kontext
aufschlussreichen Spätphase des Basler Konzils, nehmen die Beiträge des Sammelbands zugleich
vom Ende her die gesamte konziliare Epoche bilanzierend in den Blick. Mit Beiträgen von Philippe
Contamine, Jürgen Dendorfer, Robert Gramsch, Johannes Helm-rath, Ursula Lehmann, Claudia
Märtl, Jürgen Miethke, Heribert Müller, Werner Paravicini, Thomas Prügl, Émilie Rosenblieh,
Joachim W. Stieber, Thomas Wünsch.
  what is the great western schism: The Age of the Great Western Schism Clinton Locke,
1910
  what is the great western schism: A Concise Survey of Western Civilization, Combined
Edition Brian A. Pavlac, 2023-01-09 This book gives a brief, readable description of our common
Western heritage. It covers the minimum historical information that educated adults should know
within a tightly-focused narrative and interpretive structure. The joined terms “supremacies and
diversities” develop major themes of conflict and creativity. “Supremacies” centers on the use of
power to dominate societies, ranging from warfare to ideologies. Supremacy seeks stability, order,
and incorporation. “Diversities” encompasses the creative impulse that produces new ideas, as well
as people’s efforts to define themselves as “different.” Diversity creates change, opportunity, and
individuality. These themes of historical tension and change, whether applied to political, economic,
technological, social and cultural trends, offer a bridging explanatory organization. Five other
topical themes regularly inform the text: technological innovation, migration and conquest, political
and economic decision-making, church and state, and disputes about the meaning of life. Various
“Basic Principles” present summaries of historical realities. Primary Source Projects and Sources on
Families offer students the chance to evaluate differing points of view about the past. This text is
less expensive, less formal, has more attitude, yet still provides all the essentials for a course on
Western Civilization.
  what is the great western schism: Prophecy and the Battle for Spiritual Authority,
1360–1400 Frances Courtney Kneupper, 2025-07-02 The end of the fourteenth century was a time
of upheaval and contested authority among the traditional institutions of medieval Europe. In
response to these conditions, a number of people began to claim their own authority, as prophets
speaking the word of God. They came from outside of the clerical elite and were mostly women and
reformers. This book examines the battle over authority which ensued. Prophetic women and other
non-elites successfully used prophecy to exert influence and to enter the corridors of power, while
educated male clerics insinuated that prophecy was the product of demonic influence and therefore
a hazard to the public. Surprisingly, a third faction also emerged--an international network of
clerical men who wrote in support of female prophecy. This volume traces the arguments made by
these three groups, the clashes that erupted, and the long-term impacts of this battle on ideas of
spiritual authority.
  what is the great western schism: The Clement Bible at the Medieval Courts of Naples and
Avignon CathleenA. Fleck, 2017-07-05 As a 'biography' of the fourteenth-century illustrated Bible of
Clement VII, an opposition pope in Avignon from 1378-94, this social history traces the Bible's
production in Naples (c. 1330) through its changing ownership and meaning in Avignon (c.



1340-1405) to its presentation as a gift to Alfonso, King of Aragon (c. 1424). The author's novel
approach, based on solid art historical and anthropological methodologies, allows her to assess the
object's evolving significance and the use of such a Bible to enhance the power and prestige of its
princely and papal owners. Through archival sources, the author pinpoints the physical location and
privileged treatment of the Clement Bible over a century. The author considers how the Bible's
contexts in the collection of a bishop, several popes, and a king demonstrate the value of the Bible as
an exchange commodity. The Bible was undoubtedly valued for the aesthetic quality of its 200+
luxurious images. Additionally, the author argues that its iconography, especially Jerusalem and
visionary scenes, augments its worth as a reflection of contemporary political and religious issues.
Its images offered biblical precedents, its style represented associations with certain artists and
regions in Italy, and its past provided links to important collections. Fleck's examination of the art
production around the Bible in Naples and Avignon further illuminates the manuscript's role as a
reflection of the court cultures in those cities. Adding to recent art historical scholarship focusing on
the taste and signature styles in late medieval and Renaissance courts, this study provides new
information about workshop practices and techniques. In these two court cities, the author analyzes
styles associated with different artists, different patrons, and even with different rooms of the rulers'
palaces, offering new findings relevant to current scholarship, not only in art history but also in
court and collection studies.
  what is the great western schism: Gegenpäpste Harald Müller, Brigitte Hotz, 2012-09-03
Gegenpäpste durchziehen die Kirchengeschichte von der Spätantike bis zum Ende des Mittelalters.
Dabei ist der mehrdeutige Begriff zugleich zeitgenössisches Stigma und Urteil ex post. Er schließt
die so Bezeichneten aus der historischen Reihe der Nachfolger Petri aus und raubt ihnen plakativ
jede Legitimation. Der Band unternimmt erstmals den Versuch, die teils hartnäckig geführten
Konkurrenzkämpfe um das römische Bischofsamt systematisch zu beleuchten: Kommunikations-,
Handlungs- und Legitimationsstrategien der Protagonisten sowie die Wahrnehmungsmuster der
Zeitgenossen stehen im Mittelpunkt. In dieser Perspektive bilden die Gegenpäpste gleichsam
Prüfsteine, an denen Reichweite und Fragilität des universalen Autoritätsanspruchs des
mittelalterlichen Papsttums sichtbar werden.
  what is the great western schism: Das Konstanzer Konzil Ansgar Frenken, 2015-01-14 The
Constance Council has stayed in the mind due to overcoming the schism, the resignation or
dismissal of the three schism pontiffs, as well as the new election of a generally recognised pontiff,
furthermore the conviction and burning of Jan Hus, but also due to its reform-orientated
decision-making. This fundamental overview regarding the formation, course and meaning of the
Constance Council also covers these topics.
  what is the great western schism: An Introduction to Religious and Theological Studies,
Second Edition Cyril Orji, 2021-01-07 An Introduction to Religious and Theological Studies walks
students through topical issues to be encountered in the study of the Abrahamic religions: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam as these religions encounter other religions in the context of the wider
ecumenism. The text is written from a Christian point of view and aims at helping students
understand that to be Christian is to be ecumenical. African Traditional Religions (ATRs) has been
included in this survey to provide background for the religious traditions and cultures of peoples of
Africa as Christianity moves inexorably southward. The book has been written with undergraduate
general education students in mind--including meeting the needs of those in seminaries and
theological institutes.
  what is the great western schism: Conciliar Diplomacy at the Council of Constance
(1414–1418) Phillip Stump, 2024-05-21 This book re-tells the story of how the Council of Constance
ended the greatest Schism in Western Christendom. Using a nuanced and critical analysis of the
primary sources, it reframes this drama with the Council itself as the principal actor. The Council
performed its own legitimacy and its unity through a process of consensual decision-making and by
conducting its own, previously little noticed, diplomacy. It succeeded where previous attempts to
end the Schism had failed through its collective non-violent resistance.



  what is the great western schism: Der Verlust der Eindeutigkeit Harald Müller, 2017-10-10
Das Ringen der Gegenpäpste vervielfältigte von der Spitze aus die Strukturen der mittelalterlichen
Kirche. Der Band rückt diese zeitweilige Uneindeutigkeit der päpstlichen Hierarchie in den
Mittelpunkt und betrachtet die Mechanismen der Verdopplung, der Autoritätsbehauptung und
Autoritätszuweisung in historischer, kirchenrechtlicher, ekklesiologischer, zeremonieller und
historiografischer Perspektive. Dabei werden nicht die gewohnten Fragen der Rechtmäßigkeit der
konkurrierenden Ansprüche verfolgt und das Urteil über „richtige oder „falsche Päpste gefällt,
sondern die Idee der wiederkehrenden grundlegenden Krisen und ihrer historischen Bewältigung
verfolgt. Mit Beiträgen von Jörg Bölling, Florian Eßer, Robert Gramsch-Stehfest, Martina Hartmann,
Jochen Johrendt, Andreas Matena, Harald Müller, Britta Müller-Schauenburg, Stefan Rebenich,
Stefan Schima, Bernward Schmidt und Benjamin-Oskar Schönfeld.
  what is the great western schism: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject
Cataloging Policy, 2013
  what is the great western schism: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2006
  what is the great western schism: Subject Headings Used in the Dictionary Catalogs of the
Library of Congress [from 1897 Through December 1955] Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging
Division, Marguerite Vogeding Quattlebaum, 1957
  what is the great western schism: Pilgrim Church William J. Bausch, Carol Ann Cannon,
Robert E. Obach, 1989 The more I listen to people, the more I lecture, the more I realize how wide is
the gap between the people's understanding of the Church and the Church's historical realities.
[Introduction] The author seeks to close this gap by critically exploring such areas as: the rich
variety of ministries in the early Church; the Crusades; the piety of the Middle Ages; the challenge of
the Reformation; the role of the pope; the rise, fall and recent reinstatement of the diaconate; the
changing role of women in the Church; and the origins of various liturgies and popular devotions.
  what is the great western schism: A Companion to the Reformation in Geneva Jon Balserak,
2021-02-01 A Companion to the Reformation in Geneva describes the course of the Protestant
Reformation in the city of Geneva from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries. It explores the
beginnings of reform in the city, the struggles the reformers encountered when seeking to teach,
minister to, educate, and discipline the inhabitants of Geneva, and the methods employed to
overcome these obstacles. It examines Geneva’s relations with nearby cities and how Geneva
handled the influx of immigrants from France. The volume focuses on the most significant aspects of
life in the city, examines major theological and liturgical subjects associated with the Genevan
Reformation, and describes the political, social, and cultural consequences of the Reformation for
Geneva. Contributors include: Jon Balserak, Sara Beam, Erik de Boer, Michael Bruening, Mathieu
Caesar, Jill Fehleison, Emanuele Fiume, Hervé Genton, Anja Silvia Goeing, Christian Grosse, Scott
Manetsch, Elsie McKee, Graeme Murdock, William G. Naphy, Peter Opitz, Jennifer Powell McNutt,
Jameson Tucker, Theodore G. Van Raalte, and Jeffrey R. Watt. “This volume is a scholarly and very
accessible introduction to the Genevan Reformation that covers history, religious developments, and
impact, balancing the perspectives of both historians and theologians. The contributors present an
extraordinarily well-rounded view of Geneva during the Reformation. It will be a tremendous aid to
scholarship and the book that the next generation of scholars will use both as a handy reference and
as the starting point for future work.” Amy Nelson Burnett, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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