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Happy Birthday in Japanese Writing: A Guide to Celebrating in Kanji and Kana

happy birthday in japanese writing is a phrase that many learners of the language, as well as
fans of Japanese culture, often want to understand and use correctly. Whether you’re sending a
card, writing a message, or simply curious about how to express birthday wishes in Japanese,
knowing the right words and characters can add a special touch to your greeting. In this article,
we’ll explore the different ways to say “happy birthday” in Japanese writing, including kanji,
hiragana, and katakana, along with cultural insights and tips for using these expressions naturally.

Understanding the Basics: How to Say Happy Birthday
in Japanese

When it comes to expressing birthday wishes, the Japanese language offers several options
depending on formality, context, and personal preference. The most common phrase you’ll hear and
see is:

お誕生日おめでとうございます (O-tanjoubi omedetou gozaimasu)

This phrase breaks down into a few parts:

- お誕生日 (o-tanjoubi) means “birthday,” where 誕生日 is the kanji compound for “birthday” and the prefix
お adds politeness.
- おめでとうございます (omedetou gozaimasu) means “congratulations,” with the latter part making it more
formal and polite.

For casual situations, such as among close friends or family, people often shorten it to:

お誕生日おめでとう (O-tanjoubi omedetou)

which drops the formal “ございます” but still sounds warm and celebratory.

The Kanji Behind the Phrase

Diving deeper into the writing itself, the key kanji here are:

- 誕 (tan) - meaning "birth" or "nativity"
- 生 (jou/sei) - meaning "life" or "birth"
- 日 (bi/nichi) - meaning "day" or "sun"

Together, 誕生日 literally translates to “birth day.” Kanji characters give the phrase a more formal and
traditional look, commonly used in writing cards or formal messages.



Writing Happy Birthday in Hiragana and Katakana

Japanese writing uses three scripts: kanji, hiragana, and katakana. While kanji are logographic
characters, hiragana and katakana are phonetic alphabets.

Hiragana for a Softer Look

When writing “happy birthday” in hiragana, the phrase looks like this:

おたんじょうびおめでとうございます

Hiragana is often used for children’s books or informal notes because it’s easier to read and has a
gentle, flowing appearance. If you want your birthday message to look cute or more approachable,
writing it in hiragana can be a charming choice.

Katakana for Emphasis or Style

Katakana is typically used for foreign loanwords or to emphasize certain words. Writing “happy
birthday” in katakana is less common for this phrase, but sometimes you might see parts of it
written in katakana for stylistic reasons, such as in pop culture or decorative cards:

オタンジョウビオメデトウゴザイマス

It’s important to note that katakana is not the standard for this phrase and may come across as
unusual unless used intentionally for design or effect.

Alternative Birthday Greetings and Phrases

While “お誕生日おめでとうございます” is the standard greeting, there are other ways to express birthday wishes
in Japanese, depending on the nuance you want to convey.

Casual Phrases

- たんじょうびおめでとう (Tanjoubi omedetou) – A casual, friendly way to say “happy birthday,” dropping the
honorific prefix and formal ending.
- 誕生日おめでとう (Tanjoubi omedetou) – Using kanji but informal tone.

More Formal or Polite Expressions



- お誕生日おめでとうございます (O-tanjoubi omedetou gozaimasu) – As mentioned, the polite and respectful
expression.
- お誕生日お祝い申し上げます (O-tanjoubi o-iwai moushiagemasu) – A very formal way, often used in business or
official cards, meaning “I humbly offer birthday congratulations.”

Adding Warmth to Your Message

To make your birthday wishes sound more heartfelt or personal, you can add phrases like:

- 素敵な一年になりますように (Suteki na ichinen ni narimasu you ni) – “Wishing you a wonderful year ahead.”
- 健康と幸せを祈っています (Kenkou to shiawase o inotteimasu) – “Praying for your health and happiness.”

Including such phrases gives depth to your message beyond just “happy birthday.”

How to Write Happy Birthday in Japanese on Cards and
Gifts

If you’ve ever wanted to write a birthday card or tag in Japanese, understanding the right script and
format is key. Here are some tips to help you get it right.

Choosing the Right Script

- Use kanji for a traditional and formal look, especially in printed cards.
- Use hiragana if you want a softer, more casual feel.
- Avoid katakana unless you’re aiming for a creative or decorative effect.

Writing Style and Placement

Japanese writing is traditionally vertical, but horizontal writing is common in modern cards. Make
sure your greeting is clear and prominently placed, usually at the top or center of the card.

Common Birthday Card Phrases

Here’s an example of a simple, warm birthday message you could write:

お誕生日おめでとうございます。素敵な日になりますように。

This means “Happy birthday. I hope you have a wonderful day.”



Cultural Nuances of Saying Happy Birthday in Japan

Understanding the cultural context behind birthday greetings enriches your use of the phrase
“happy birthday in Japanese writing.”

Celebrations and Customs

Birthdays in Japan are celebrated but often less elaborately than in Western cultures. Many people
focus on milestone birthdays such as the 20th (coming of age), 60th, or 70th. When giving birthday
greetings, politeness and respect are highly valued, which is why the formal version of the phrase is
widely used for acquaintances or elders.

Gift-Giving Etiquette

If you’re presenting a gift with a card, it’s customary to include a polite message. Using “お誕生日おめでとうご
ざいます” on the card shows respect and warmth. Additionally, gifts are often wrapped beautifully with
attention to presentation.

Pronunciation Tips for Saying Happy Birthday in
Japanese

If you’re planning to say “happy birthday” aloud, here are some tips to sound natural:

- お誕生日 (o-tanjoubi) is pronounced as “oh-tahn-joh-bee.”
- おめでとう (omedetou) sounds like “oh-meh-deh-toh.”
- The full polite phrase お誕生日おめでとうございます is “oh-tahn-joh-bee oh-meh-deh-toh goh-zah-ee-mas.”

Practice saying it smoothly without pausing between words for a natural flow.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Don’t omit the polite prefix お when addressing someone respectfully.
- Avoid mixing scripts awkwardly; stick to kanji and hiragana for the main phrase.
- Be mindful of the context — use formal language with strangers or elders, casual with close
friends.

Final Thoughts on Happy Birthday in Japanese Writing

Learning how to say and write “happy birthday” in Japanese opens a delightful window into the



culture and language. Whether you’re crafting a heartfelt message, decorating a card, or simply
expanding your Japanese vocabulary, understanding the nuances of the phrase and its writing styles
adds authenticity and charm to your greetings. From kanji-rich formal expressions to soft hiragana
scripts, each variation carries its own flavor of celebration. So next time a Japanese friend or
colleague has a birthday, you’ll be well-equipped to wish them joy in their native script — a small
gesture that can mean a lot.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you write 'Happy Birthday' in Japanese?
'Happy Birthday' in Japanese is written as お誕生日おめでとう (Otanjoubi omedetou).

What is the formal way to say 'Happy Birthday' in Japanese
writing?
The formal way to say 'Happy Birthday' in Japanese is お誕生日おめでとうございます (Otanjoubi omedetou
gozaimasu).

Can 'Happy Birthday' be written in kanji in Japanese?
Yes, 'Happy Birthday' uses kanji for 'birthday' (誕生日) combined with hiragana and kanji for the phrase
'congratulations' (おめでとう).

How do you write 'Happy Birthday' on a Japanese birthday
card?
On a birthday card, you can write お誕生日おめでとうございます to be polite and celebratory.

Is there a shorter or casual way to write 'Happy Birthday' in
Japanese?
Yes, the casual way is お誕生日おめでとう (Otanjoubi omedetou), often used among friends and family.

Additional Resources
Happy Birthday in Japanese Writing: A Linguistic and Cultural Exploration

happy birthday in japanese writing represents more than just a direct translation of a common
English phrase; it embodies a rich cultural nuance and linguistic depth unique to the Japanese
language. Understanding how "happy birthday" is expressed in Japanese involves delving into the
writing systems of kanji, hiragana, and katakana, as well as exploring customary expressions used
during birthday celebrations. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the phrase's
linguistic features, cultural context, and practical usage, offering valuable insights for language
learners, cultural enthusiasts, and professionals engaging with Japanese communication.



Understanding the Phrase: Happy Birthday in Japanese

The most common way to say "happy birthday" in Japanese is 「お誕生日おめでとうございます」 (otanjoubi
omedetou gozaimasu). This phrase is often shortened in casual settings to 「お誕生日おめでとう」 (otanjoubi
omedetou). Breaking down the phrase reveals its components:

- 「お誕生日」 (otanjoubi): "birthday," where 「誕生日」 (tanjoubi) means "birth date," and the honorific prefix
「お」 adds politeness.
- 「おめでとう」 (omedetou): "congratulations" or "best wishes."
- 「ございます」 (gozaimasu): a formal suffix that elevates the politeness level.

This phrase is typically written in a combination of kanji and hiragana, reflecting Japanese writing
conventions. The kanji 「誕生日」 conveys specific meaning, while hiragana serves grammatical and
phonetic functions.

Writing Systems Involved

Japanese writing utilizes three main scripts: kanji, hiragana, and katakana. The phrase "happy
birthday" integrates these scripts as follows:

Kanji: 「誕生日」 for "birthday," where each character has a distinct semantic value: 誕 (birth), 生
(life), 日 (day).

Hiragana: 「お」 and 「おめでとう」 provide grammatical and phonetic support, making the phrase
polite and natural.

Katakana: Rarely used in this phrase, but katakana might appear when writing foreign
loanwords or names associated with the birthday.

The interplay of these scripts allows the phrase to convey meaning precisely and politely, reflecting
Japanese linguistic aesthetics.

Cultural Nuances and Usage of Happy Birthday in
Japanese Writing

The expression of birthday wishes in Japan differs from Western traditions, and this is evident in the
language used. The phrase 「お誕生日おめでとうございます」 is formal and suitable for acquaintances, colleagues,
or elders. Among close friends and family, the more casual 「お誕生日おめでとう」 is preferred.

Beyond the phrase itself, Japanese birthday celebrations might include additional expressions that
convey good wishes, such as:



「素敵な一年になりますように」 (Suteki na ichinen ni narimasu you ni) – "Wishing you a wonderful year."

「健康で幸せな一年を」 (Kenkou de shiawase na ichinen o) – "Wishing you a healthy and happy year."

The use of honorifics and formality levels in birthday greetings underscores the importance of social
hierarchy and context in Japanese communication.

Visual Presentation: Calligraphy and Greeting Cards

When writing "happy birthday" in Japanese, the medium and style also matter. Greeting cards often
feature the phrase written in elegant calligraphy, combining kanji and hiragana to create
aesthetically pleasing designs. The kanji characters 「誕生日」 are sometimes emphasized for artistic
effect, while the hiragana adds a softer touch.

With the rise of digital communication, handwritten birthday messages remain popular, especially
during special occasions. The choice of script and writing style can reflect the writer’s relationship
with the recipient and the sentiment intended.

Comparing "Happy Birthday" in Japanese and Other
Languages

Analyzing "happy birthday in Japanese writing" in comparison to other languages reveals interesting
linguistic contrasts. Unlike English, which uses a straightforward phrase, Japanese employs a more
nuanced and formalized expression involving multiple scripts and honorifics.

For example, in Chinese, "happy birthday" is written as 「生日快乐」 (shēng rì kuài lè), using only Chinese
characters (hanzi), whereas Japanese blends kanji with hiragana. This scriptural diversity enhances
the expressiveness and politeness levels within Japanese greetings.

Additionally, Japanese birthday greetings often extend beyond the phrase itself, incorporating
wishes for health and happiness, which may be less common in other languages' standard
expressions.

Challenges for Language Learners

For learners of Japanese, mastering the phrase "happy birthday" involves understanding kanji
readings, honorific usage, and appropriate context. Some challenges include:

Recognizing the kanji 「誕生日」 and pronouncing it correctly as "tanjoubi."

Using the polite suffix 「ございます」 appropriately according to social context.



Knowing when to use casual versus formal forms to avoid social faux pas.

These challenges highlight the importance of cultural competence alongside linguistic knowledge.

Practical Tips for Writing Happy Birthday in Japanese

When crafting birthday messages in Japanese, consider the following best practices:

Assess the relationship: Choose between formal 「お誕生日おめでとうございます」 and casual 「お誕生日おめでとう」1.
based on familiarity.

Include additional wishes: Adding phrases like 「素敵な一年になりますように」 personalizes the message.2.

Mind the script: Use kanji for nouns like 「誕生日」 and hiragana for grammatical elements to3.
maintain naturalness.

Presentation matters: In handwritten cards or digital messages, consider calligraphic style4.
or emoji use to enhance warmth.

These strategies help convey sincerity and respect, essential elements in Japanese communication.

Examples of Happy Birthday in Japanese Writing

Here are a few examples illustrating different contexts:

Formal: お誕生日おめでとうございます。素敵な一年になりますように。 (Happy birthday. Wishing you a wonderful year.)

Casual: お誕生日おめでとう！楽しい一日を過ごしてね。 (Happy birthday! Have a fun day.)

Written on a card: 誕生日おめでとう。健康と幸せを祈っています。 (Happy birthday. Wishing you health and
happiness.)

These examples demonstrate the flexibility and richness of birthday expressions in Japanese.

Exploring "happy birthday in Japanese writing" offers a window into the language’s intricate balance
between meaning, politeness, and aesthetics. Whether for professional communication or personal
interaction, understanding the phrase’s structure and cultural significance enhances the
effectiveness and appropriateness of birthday greetings in Japanese society.
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when he wrote down the maths for his view of the origin and creation of the universe and showed
the first two particles emerging from the Void’s singularity, influenced by the 1992 discovery of
ripples in the cosmic microwave background radiation and the Presocratic Anaximander of Miletus.
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Gmail - Spazio di archiviazione e indirizzo email gratuiti da Google Gmail è disponibile per
tutti i dispositivi Android, iOS e desktop. Organizza, collabora e chiama un amico direttamente dalla
tua casella di posta
Creare un account Gmail Per registrarti a Gmail devi creare un Account Google. Per la
registrazione a Gmail puoi utilizzare lo stesso nome utente e la stessa password che usi per accedere
ad altri prodotti Google come
Google Account Se accedi al tuo account, tutti i servizi Google che utilizzi collaborano per aiutarti
nelle attività quotidiane, come la sincronizzazione di Gmail con Google Calendar e Google Maps,



affinché tu
Sign in to Gmail To open Gmail, you can log in from a computer, or add your account to the Gmail
app on your phone or tablet. Once you've signed in, check your email by opening your inbox
Gmail: email privata e sicura per uso personale e aziendale | Google Gmail è disponibile sul
tuo computer, smartphone, orologio o tablet per restare sempre in contatto nei momenti più
importanti. Fai affidamento sull'infrastruttura sicura, resiliente e globale di
Engine vibrate at idle: Causes, Diagnosis & Fix - Mercedes   Engine vibrate at idle in your
Mercedes? Discover common causes mounts, misfires, vacuum leaks and quick steps to restore a
smooth idle
Mercedes-Benz Diagnose 4Matic Issues- Diagnostic Steps   Diagnose and fix Mercedes-Benz
Diagnose 4Matic issues with our guide. Learn common problems are Excessive Noise & Vibration,
Fluid Leaks, Defective Modules & Sensors
Vibration problems 4-matic | Mercedes-Benz Forum   After 2 weeks of driving pleasure, the car
had a problem with a stuck brake caliper on the left front side of the car. At the same time the car
started to have a vibration at 60 to 80
Mercedes 4Matic Low Speed Vibration and Noise in Front end Fixing the low speed vibration
and noise when turning in a Mercedes E500 4matic wagon W211Easy repair and changing the fluid
in the transfer case. This fixes
2021 GLA35 4Matic Vibrating during Slow Turns | Mercedes-Benz   I’ve been noticing a
vibration when driving in parking lots slowly and making turns, or while pulling up to a curb and
decelerating. The vibration seems to occur between 1st and
Mercedes-Benz 4MATIC Problems: Facts and Insights   Understanding these potential causes
and their corresponding solutions can help you take proactive steps in maintaining your 4MATIC
system. If you suspect any issues, it’s
How To Diagnose Your Mercedes Idle Vibration - FCP Euro   It’s widespread across Mercedes
products, and owners often spend far more than necessary to regain their occupancy comfort.
Fortunately, you can follow this simple checklist
Violent shaking on steering wheel - Mercedes GLC Forum   Find out what speeds and what
roads vibration happens so you can test drive after software update. Also do this near where your
dealer is at so you can test drive with service
Diagnosing the Most Common Mercedes-Benz C300 4MATIC   Taking the necessary steps
when dealing with any of the common 4MATIC problems in the Mercedes C300 will ensure the best
possible performance from your vehicle
4matic vibration | Mercedes-Benz Forum   I don't drive my 2001 E320 4Matic too much (maybe
500 miles/year) but when I do take it out I feel a vibration for the first 10-15 miles or so and then it
goes away. I only feel it
Datové schránky Přišel vám dopis nebo vám byla zřízena profesní datová schránka?
Přístup do datové schránky - přihlášení • Datové schránky Přístup do datové schránky -
přihlášení Jak se přihlásit do datové schránky Jak se přihlásit do datové schránky
https://www.mojedatovaschranka.cz/
Přihlášení do datové schránky - Průvodce a možnosti přihlášení Jaká je správná adresa pro
přihlášení? Oficiální adresy pro přihlášení: Web: www.mojedatovaschranka.cz Mobilní app: Datové
schránky (v App Store / Google Play)
Seznam držitelů datových schránek - Datové schránky K vyhledání datové schránky fyzické či
podnikající fyzické osoby pro potřeby odeslání datové zprávy primárně slouží Klientský portál
datových schránek po přihlášení na , popř. externí
Chci založit datovou schránku Plné uživatelské nastavení k datové schránce je v současné době
nadále dostupné v klientském portále datových schránek na mojedatovaschranka.cz. Z toho důvodu
nemusí být všechny
JAK SE PŘIHLÁSIT DO DATOVÉ SCHRÁNKY JAK SE PŘIHLÁSIT DO DATOVÉ SCHRÁNKY
Přihlášení provedete prostřednictvím stránky www.mojedatovaschranka.cz 1 Pokud máte zřízenou



datovou schránku, ale aktivně ji
Datové schránky - Česká pošta A tak můžete nejen se státem komunikovat kdekoli a kdykoli. Více
informací o datových schránkách naleznete na www.mojedatovaschranka.cz Seznam uživatelů
datových schránek
Přihlašování jménem a heslem - Přihlašování jménem a heslem Nabízí jednoduché řešení pouze
při základní úrovni zabezpečení. Doporučujeme rozšířit zabezpečení prostřednictvím některého z
dalších uvedených způsobů
Datové schránky s novou tváří - Ministerstvo vnitra České Od 30. července se jeho uživatelé
setkávají se zcela novým vzhledem webové aplikace www.mojedatovaschranka.cz. Nové webové
stránky jsou kompletně přepracované, přicházejí
Přihlašování přes Identitu občana - Přihlašování přes Identitu občana Do datové schránky lze též
vstoupit pomocí Identity občana prostřednictvím identifikačních prostředků s vysokou mírou
zabezpečení, jako je např.
Google Search the world's information, including webpages, images, videos and more. Google has
many special features to help you find exactly what you're looking for
Google Videos Search millions of videos from across the web
Home [] Explore new ways to search. Download the Google app to experience Lens, AR, Search
Labs, voice search, and more
Learn More About Google's Secure and Protected Accounts - Google Sign in to your Google
Account, and get the most out of all the Google services you use. Your account helps you do more by
personalizing your Google experience and offering easy access
Advanced Search - Google Sign in Sign in to Google Get the most from your Google account Stay
signed out Sign in
Google Publicité À propos de Google Google.com in English © 2025 - Confidentialité - Conditions
Google Bilder Werbeprogramme Über Google © 2025 - Datenschutzerklärung -
Nutzungsbedingungen
Google Store für Geräte und Zubehör von Google Die neuesten „Made by Google“-Geräte sind
jetzt im Google Store erhältlich, darunter Phones, Lautsprecher, Kameras und Smart Displays
Recherche avancée Google Placez deux points entre les nombres, et ajoutez une unité de mesure :
10..35 kilos, 300..500 USD, 2010..2011
Google Images Google Images. The most comprehensive image search on the web
至急お願いします。 - アイラブPDFというサイトを使ってPDFを 至急お願いします。 アイラブPDFというサイトを使ってPDFを作成しようとしたところ誤って自分の障害者
手帳の画像をPDF化してしまいました。多分個人情報流出してますよね？また流
Combining PDF files? : r/pdf - Reddit   Combining PDF files? Is there a way to combine multiple
PDF files into one from a computer desktop? Right now, my strategy is to print them and scan them
into one file. It would
pdfの編集ソフトに「ilovepdf」というのがあり、使いや.   pdfの編集ソフトに「ilovepdf」というのがあり、使いやすそうですが、使用途中ウイルスバスターから危険
の警告が出ます。安全に使用している方はいますか。 ilovepdfは
Best open source alternative to iLovePDF? : r/opensource - Reddit I need an open-source
application that can do PDF operations just like iLovePDF does. It needs to work in a self-hosted
server for privacy policies, or (ideally) be an offline desktop application.
I love pdf : r/pdf - Reddit   If you're afraid of privacy related issues or if anybody at "i love
pdf"might steal your content, then you should check out Big pdf converter — they don't have access
to your files
concerned about work being stolen - plagiarism : r/AskProfessors   If you have a Mac or have
access to a Mac, you can do this for free in Preview. Open the PDFs in separate Preview windows,
show the sidebar/thumbnails, highlight all
＊至急＊iLovePDFという変換ソフトのWeb版で、私の個人情.   至急! PCでの‘’l Love PDF"の解約についてです。 このPDFを使用したら、特に課金をした訳
でもないのに、 毎月980円引き落としされています。 これで2ヶ月目になります。
至急!PCでの‘’lLovePDF"の解約についてです。この - Yahoo!知恵袋   至急! PCでの‘’l Love PDF"の解約についてです。このPDFを使用したら、特
に課金をした訳でもないのに、 毎月980円引き落としされています。 これで2ヶ月目になります。



I made a free PDF editor that works in your browser First things first, it looks amazing.
However, I'd love to see modifying what already is in the pdf, changing text, photos, anything else. If
that's not a problem, that would make for a perfect next
ILOVEPDFについてです。いつもファイルを選択し結合を押す   I LOVE PDFについてです。いつもファイルを選択し結合を押すと75%ぐらいでアップロードが止まっ
て結合出来ないのですが原因分かる方いらっしゃいますか？
Google Maps Google Maps
Informazioni - Google Maps Scopri il mondo con Google Maps. Prova Street View, la creazione di
mappe in 3D, le indicazioni stradali passo passo, le mappe di interni e molto altro su tutti i tuoi
dispositivi
About – Google Maps Discover the world with Google Maps. Experience Street View, 3D Mapping,
turn-by-turn directions, indoor maps and more across your devices
Google Maps - App su Google Play Esplora e viaggia per il mondo in sicurezza grazie a Google
Maps. Trova i percorsi migliori con dati sul traffico e navigazione GPS in tempo reale per
raggiungere la tua destinazione in auto, a
Cercare un luogo su Google Maps - Computer - Guida di Maps Quando accedi a Google Maps,
puoi visualizzare risultati di ricerca più dettagliati. Puoi trovare luoghi che hai cercato in precedenza
e cercare i tuoi contatti per nome
Trovare indicazioni stradali e visualizzare i percorsi in Google Maps Su Google Maps puoi
ottenere le indicazioni stradali per raggiungere la tua destinazione in auto, con il trasporto pubblico,
a piedi, con il ridesharing, in bicicletta, in aereo o in moto
Google Maps Trova attività commerciali locali, visualizza mappe e trova indicazioni stradali in
Google Maps
Guida di Maps - Google Help Centro assistenza ufficiale di Maps in cui puoi trovare suggerimenti
e tutorial sull'utilizzo del prodotto, oltre ad altre risposte alle domande frequenti
Iniziare a utilizzare Google Maps In questo articolo ti spieghiamo come configurare Google Maps,
i concetti di base di questa app e alcune delle sue funzionalità. Puoi utilizzare l'app Google Maps su
un dispositivo mobile o
Google Maps funzionalità: non solo mappe, ecco quelle più utili   Google Maps non è solo
mappe e navigazione: ecco le funzioni spesso dimenticate Google Maps non è solo navigazione: ecco
le funzionalità più utili e spesso
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