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The Raft by Jim LaMarche: A Journey Through Nature and Childhood Wonder

the raft by jim lamarche invites readers into a beautifully crafted world
where the simplicity of a summer day unfolds into an unforgettable adventure.
This beloved children’s picture book captures the essence of exploration,
friendship, and the magic found in nature’s quiet moments. LaMarche’s
storytelling, paired with his evocative illustrations, makes The Raft a
timeless piece that resonates with both young audiences and adults alike.

Discovering The Raft by Jim LaMarche

At first glance, The Raft by Jim LaMarche appears to be a simple tale about a
boy and a girl spending a day by the river building and floating a raft.
However, the story dives much deeper, exploring themes of imagination, the
passage of time, and the bittersweet nature of growing up. LaMarche’s writing
style is gentle and poetic, which perfectly complements his soft, atmospheric
watercolor illustrations.

The story centers around two children who come together by a river, creating
a raft from logs and branches. Their shared project becomes a symbol of
childhood freedom and creativity. As they navigate the river, readers get a
sense of the peacefulness and unpredictability of nature, a recurring motif
throughout LaMarche’s works.

Why The Raft by Jim LaMarche Resonates with
Readers

One of the reasons The Raft by Jim LaMarche holds such a special place in
children’s literature is due to its ability to evoke nostalgia and wonder
without relying on flashy action or complicated plots. Instead, it focuses on
the small, meaningful moments—the rustling of leaves, the gentle flow of the
river, the warmth of friendship.

The Power of Minimalist Storytelling

LaMarche’s approach to storytelling is understated but deeply effective. His
sparse yet evocative text allows readers to immerse themselves fully in the
experience, encouraging imagination and reflection. This minimalist narrative
style is particularly beneficial for young readers, as it opens space for
interpretation and personal connection.

Stunning Illustrations that Bring the Story to Life

The watercolor illustrations in The Raft are nothing short of breathtaking.
LaMarche uses muted colors and delicate brush strokes to create an intimate
atmosphere that draws readers into the natural setting of the story. The



detailed depictions of trees, water, and sky not only enhance the narrative
but also inspire a greater appreciation for the beauty of the outdoors.

Exploring Themes in The Raft by Jim LaMarche

The Raft by Jim LaMarche is rich with themes that provide valuable lessons
and insights for readers of all ages.

Connection with Nature

A central theme in The Raft is the relationship between humans and the
natural world. The story encourages readers to slow down and observe the
environment around them, fostering a sense of respect and wonder. Through the
children’s interaction with the river and the forest, LaMarche subtly
promotes environmental awareness and mindfulness.

Friendship and Collaboration

The children’s teamwork in building the raft highlights the importance of
cooperation and shared experiences. Their partnership is portrayed with
warmth and sincerity, reminding readers that some of the most treasured
memories come from working and playing together.

Growth and Change

While the story is anchored in a single summer day, it also hints at the
inevitable changes that come with time. The river’s current symbolizes life’s
flow—sometimes calm, sometimes turbulent—mirroring the journey from childhood
to adulthood. This theme adds a layer of poignancy to the otherwise joyful
narrative.

How The Raft by Jim LaMarche Can Inspire Young
Readers

The Raft is more than just a story; it’s an invitation to explore, imagine,
and appreciate the world beyond screens and structured activities. Here are
some ways parents and educators can use the book to engage children:

Encourage Outdoor Play: After reading, motivate kids to build their own
rafts or create nature crafts, fostering hands-on creativity and
connection with their environment.

Promote Storytelling: Use the book as a springboard for children to
share their own adventure stories, enhancing their narrative skills and
self-expression.



Discuss Environmental Stewardship: Talk about the importance of rivers,
forests, and wildlife, helping kids develop a sense of responsibility
towards nature.

Integrating Art and Literacy

Teachers can also draw inspiration from LaMarche’s illustrations by
encouraging students to create artwork that reflects their interpretation of
the story. This integration of visual arts and literacy can deepen
comprehension and make learning more engaging.

Jim LaMarche’s Unique Contribution to
Children’s Literature

Jim LaMarche is widely recognized for his ability to blend lyrical prose with
evocative illustrations that celebrate the natural world. His distinctive
style sets him apart from many contemporary children’s authors by emphasizing
quiet, contemplative moments over fast-paced storytelling.

In The Raft, LaMarche’s sensitivity to the rhythms of nature and the
subtleties of childhood shines through. His work often explores themes of
solitude, discovery, and the magic found in everyday experiences, offering
readers a gentle reminder to slow down and appreciate life’s simple
pleasures.

Other Notable Works by Jim LaMarche

If you’re captivated by The Raft, you might also enjoy some of LaMarche’s
other books that share similar themes and artistic styles:

All the Places to Love – A tender story about family and the special
places that hold memories.

Up in the Garden and Down in the Dirt – A poetic exploration of the life
cycle within a garden.

Whose Garden Is It? – A contemplative book about the interconnectedness
of nature and humans.

Each of these titles further showcases LaMarche’s gift for capturing the
beauty of the natural world and the emotional depth of childhood.

Bringing The Raft by Jim LaMarche into Your



Reading Collection

Whether you’re a parent, educator, or simply a lover of children’s
literature, The Raft by Jim LaMarche is a meaningful addition to any
bookshelf. Its timeless appeal lies in its ability to inspire curiosity,
kindness, and a deep appreciation for the outdoors.

To get the most out of this book, consider reading it aloud to children,
allowing the gentle cadence of the prose and the soothing visuals to create a
calming and immersive experience. Discussing the story afterward can open up
meaningful conversations about nature, friendship, and the joys of simple
adventures.

The Raft by Jim LaMarche reminds us that sometimes the most profound journeys
happen in the quiet moments by a river, with the company of a friend and the
endless possibilities of a handmade raft.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Raft' by Jim LaMarche?

'The Raft' explores themes of friendship, courage, and the transition from
childhood to adolescence through a suspenseful adventure on a river.

Who are the main characters in 'The Raft' by Jim
LaMarche?

The main characters are a group of four boys who embark on a summer
adventure, focusing on their interactions and personal growth throughout the
story.

How does Jim LaMarche use nature imagery in 'The
Raft'?

Jim LaMarche vividly uses nature imagery to create an immersive atmosphere,
highlighting the beauty and dangers of the river environment, which mirrors
the boys' emotional journey.

What is the significance of the raft in Jim
LaMarche's story?

The raft symbolizes freedom, adventure, and the challenges of growing up,
serving as a physical and metaphorical vehicle for the boys' experiences.

How does 'The Raft' address the concept of fear and
bravery?

'The Raft' portrays fear as a natural response to danger, while emphasizing
bravery as the courage to face fears and protect friends, demonstrating
personal growth.



What age group is 'The Raft' by Jim LaMarche
appropriate for?

'The Raft' is suitable for middle-grade readers, typically ages 8 to 12, as
it deals with themes of adventure and friendship in an accessible way.

Are there any notable awards or recognitions for 'The
Raft' by Jim LaMarche?

'The Raft' has been praised for its storytelling and illustrations, with Jim
LaMarche receiving acclaim for his contributions to children's literature,
though specific awards for this title vary.

Additional Resources
The Raft by Jim LaMarche: An In-Depth Exploration of Nature and Nostalgia

the raft by jim lamarche is a celebrated work in the realm of children’s
literature that captivates readers with its serene yet evocative portrayal of
childhood adventure and connection to nature. LaMarche’s storytelling,
combined with his distinctive artistic style, presents a narrative that is
both simple and profound, inviting readers to reflect on the delicate balance
between innocence and the natural world. This article delves into the
thematic elements, artistic techniques, and cultural significance of The Raft
by Jim LaMarche, providing an analytical perspective that highlights why this
book remains a beloved piece in contemporary picture books.

Understanding The Raft by Jim LaMarche: Story
and Themes

At its core, The Raft by Jim LaMarche tells the story of a young boy’s
solitary journey on a homemade raft as he drifts along a river, observing the
surrounding landscape and wildlife. The narrative unfolds in a quiet,
contemplative rhythm, emphasizing the boy’s introspection and the subtle
changes in the environment around him. The book’s sparse text allows
LaMarche’s illustrations to carry much of the storytelling weight, creating
an immersive experience that encourages readers to engage deeply with the
natural world.

One of the most prominent themes in The Raft by Jim LaMarche is the
relationship between humans and nature. The boy’s journey becomes a metaphor
for exploration and discovery, not just of the physical terrain but also of
his own emotions and thoughts. This theme resonates strongly in an era where
environmental awareness is increasingly critical, positioning the book as a
gentle reminder of the importance of preserving and appreciating the natural
world.

Exploring Childhood and Solitude

LaMarche’s depiction of childhood in The Raft is nuanced and reflective. The
boy’s solitary voyage can be interpreted as an allegory for the introspective



nature of growing up. Unlike many children’s books that rely on dialogue and
action-packed sequences, The Raft opts for a more meditative approach,
presenting solitude not as loneliness but as a space for self-discovery. This
portrayal invites readers of all ages to consider the value of quiet moments
and personal reflection.

Environmental Imagery and Symbolism

The natural setting is integral to the narrative. LaMarche’s illustrations
meticulously capture the flora and fauna of the river ecosystem, from the
towering trees to the aquatic life beneath the water’s surface. This
attention to detail enhances the story’s authenticity and educational value,
subtly encouraging ecological literacy among young readers. The raft itself
symbolizes a fragile vessel navigating the currents of life, emphasizing
vulnerability and resilience in the face of nature’s vastness.

Artistic Style and Visual Storytelling

Jim LaMarche is renowned for his painterly illustration style, and The Raft
exemplifies his ability to blend realism with a dreamlike quality. The
artwork is characterized by soft, muted colors and delicate brushwork that
evoke a sense of calm and nostalgia. The interplay of light and shadow is
masterfully rendered, contributing to the book’s atmospheric mood.

Unlike more cartoonish or stylized children’s books, The Raft’s visuals are
grounded in naturalistic depictions, which helps bridge the gap between
fantasy and reality. This approach not only appeals to children but also
resonates with adult readers, making the book a valuable tool for family
reading and discussion.

Integration of Text and Illustration

The synergy between LaMarche’s text and illustrations in The Raft is a
noteworthy feature. The minimalist prose complements the expansive visuals,
allowing the images to evoke emotions and narrative depth that words alone
might not achieve. This balance encourages readers to engage actively with
the book, interpreting the scenes and emotions in a personal way.

Comparison with Other Works by Jim LaMarche

When compared to other titles by Jim LaMarche, such as “A Boy, a Dog, and a
Frog,” The Raft stands out for its contemplative pace and environmental
focus. While LaMarche often explores themes of friendship and adventure, The
Raft leans more heavily into introspection and the natural world, showcasing
the author-illustrator’s versatility and range.



Reception and Impact

Since its publication, The Raft by Jim LaMarche has received acclaim for its
artistry and thematic depth. It has been praised by educators, librarians,
and literary critics for fostering a connection between young readers and
nature. The book’s gentle narrative style and immersive illustrations make it
effective in educational settings where the goal is to promote environmental
awareness and emotional intelligence.

Educational Applications

The Raft is frequently incorporated into curricula that emphasize
environmental studies and social-emotional learning. Its rich imagery and
open-ended narrative serve as excellent prompts for classroom discussions
about ecosystem diversity, conservation, and personal reflection. Teachers
often use the book to encourage students to observe their surroundings more
closely and to appreciate the natural beauty around them.

Pros and Cons of The Raft

Pros: Beautiful, realistic illustrations; thoughtful exploration of
nature; promotes mindfulness and reflection; suitable for a wide age
range.

Cons: Minimal text may not engage readers who prefer fast-paced stories;
themes may be too subtle for very young children; requires adult
guidance for deeper understanding.

Why The Raft by Jim LaMarche Remains Relevant

In the digital age, where children’s entertainment often prioritizes rapid
action and flashy visuals, The Raft by Jim LaMarche offers a refreshing
alternative. Its meditative storytelling and emphasis on natural beauty
encourage readers to slow down and reconnect with the environment. This
timeless quality lends the book enduring appeal and underscores its
importance in conversations about childhood development and environmental
stewardship.

Furthermore, as climate change and environmental degradation become
increasingly urgent topics, literature like The Raft plays a critical role in
shaping young minds toward empathy and responsibility for the planet. The
book’s subtle yet powerful messaging aligns with contemporary educational
goals that advocate for sustainability and ecological awareness.

Through its artistic excellence and thematic richness, The Raft by Jim
LaMarche continues to inspire readers to explore both the outer world of
nature and the inner world of self-reflection—an invitation that is as
relevant today as ever.
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  the raft by jim lamarche: Launching RTI Comprehension Instruction with Shared
Reading Nancy Boyles, Nancy N. Boyles, 2013 Now you can easily deliver the shared reading
comprehension lessons you need to launch RTI Tier 1 instruction--setting the stage for Tier 1
small-group instruction as well as Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions. Launching RTI Comprehension
Instruction with Shared Reading provides intermediate-grade teachers with: Flexible shared reading
plans for 45-, 60-, and 90-minute instructional blocks and guidelines to implement Tier 2 and Tier 3
comprehension interventions; Criteria to select comprehension objectives, choose texts, and create
lessons that support students before, during, and after reading; Strategies that move students
toward independence in meeting comprehension objectives through explicit, systematic instruction
that culminates in written response; Assessment rubrics, checklists, and anchor sets to evaluate
students' literature responses; Lessons and support materials for 40 different objectives organized
into four thinking strands: forming a general understanding, developing an interpretation, making
reader/text connections, and examining content and structure; and Independent follow-up activities
in oral language, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing that help students apply what
they have learned in the shared lesson. Tips for adapting instruction to English language learners
and reflection questions at the end of each chapter round out this complete resource. The included
CD provides modifiable electronic versions of planning and support documents, along with
additional lesson materials not included in the book.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Reading Together Diane W. Frankenstein, 2009-09-01 A dynamic
guide to more than 100 books that will get kids talking and reading more. How do children become
good readers? In Reading Together, educational consultant Diane W. Frankenstein shares the
secret: guiding children to find an appropriate book and talking with them about the story helps
them connect with what they read. This engaging guide shares advice for parents, teachers,
librarians, and caregivers on how to help children find what to read, and then through conversation,
how to find meaning and pleasure in their reading. With more than 100 great book
recommendations for kids from Pre-K through grade six, as well as related conversation starters,
Reading Together offers a winning equation to turn children into lifelong readers. Some of the
award-winning books discussed include Betty G. Birney?s World According to Humphrey, Gennifer
Choldenko?s Notes from a Liar and Her Dog, and David Shannon?s Bad Case of Stripes.
  the raft by jim lamarche: How to Raise a Reader Pamela Paul, Maria Russo, 2019-09-03 An
indispensable guide to welcoming children—from babies to teens—to a lifelong love of reading,
written by Pamela Paul and Maria Russo, editors of The New York Times Book Review. Do you
remember your first visit to where the wild things are? How about curling up for hours on end to
discover the secret of the Sorcerer’s Stone? Combining clear, practical advice with inspiration,
wisdom, tips, and curated reading lists, How to Raise a Reader shows you how to instill the joy and
time-stopping pleasure of reading. Divided into four sections, from baby through teen, and each
illustrated by a different artist, this book offers something useful on every page, whether it’s how to
develop rituals around reading or build a family library, or ways to engage a reluctant reader. A fifth
section, “More Books to Love: By Theme and Reading Level,” is chockful of expert
recommendations. Throughout, the authors debunk common myths, assuage parental fears, and
deliver invaluable lessons in a positive and easy-to-act-on way.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Mentor Texts Rose Cappelli, 2023-10-10 In their first edition of
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Mentor Texts, authors Lynne Dorfman and Rose Cappelli helped teachers across the country make
the most of high-quality children's literature in their writing instruction. Mentor Texts: Teaching
Writing Through Children's Literature, K-6, 2nd Edition the authors continue to show teachers how
to help students become confident, accomplished writers by using literature as their foundation. The
second edition includes brand-new Your Turn Lessons, built around the gradual release of
responsibility model, offering suggestions for demonstrations and shared or guided writing.
Reflection is emphasized as a necessary component to understanding why mentor authors chose
certain strategies, literary devices, sentence structures, and words. Dorfman and Cappelli offer new
children's book titles in each chapter and in a carefully curated and annotated Treasure Chest. At
the end of each chapter a Think About It'sTalk About It'sWrite About It section invites reflection and
conversation with colleagues. The book is organized around the characteristics of good writing
focus, content, organization, style, and conventions. The authors write in a friendly and
conversational style, employing numerous anecdotes to help teachers visualize the process, and offer
strategies that can be immediately implemented in the classroom. This practical resource
demonstrates the power of learning to read like writers.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Mission Possible Eva Moskowitz, Arin Lavinia, 2012-06-25
Strategies for making the schools we need that work for all kids Eva Moskowitz (the founder and
CEO of the Success Charter Network in Harlem) and Arin Lavinia offer practical, classroom-tested
ideas for dramatically improving teaching and learning. Moskowitz and Lavinia reveal how a charter
school in the middle of Harlem, enrolling neighborhood children selected at random, emerged as one
of the top schools in New York City and State within three years. The results of the Harlem school
were on a par with public schools for gifted students and elite private schools. Describes what can
be accomplished when students and adults all work to focus on constant learning and performance
improvement; DVD clips can be accessed using a special link included in the book. The Success
Academies have been featured in two popular and widely distributed documentaries, Waiting for
Superman and The Lottery Details the Success Academies' THINK Literacy curriculum, which
produces dramatic results in student's reading and writing skills In addition to providing strategies
and lessons for school leaders and teachers, Secrets of the Success Academies also serves as a guide
for parents, policymakers, and practitioners who are passionate about closing the academic
achievement gap.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Classroom Reading to Engage the Heart and Mind: 200+ Picture
Books to Start SEL Conversations Nancy Boyles, 2020-04-01 Storybook characters and situations are
perfect for launching discussions of social emotional learning—why not let them help? In picture
books, well-loved characters deal with many of the same problems students face in their own lives.
What better resource could there be for encouraging students to think about their actions and
responses? Using classroom texts to start SEL conversations— during an interactive read- aloud or
an extension of shared close- reading lessons— weaves social emotional learning organically into the
fabric of an existing curriculum rather than adding a new block to the day. In a book perfect for a
study group or for immediate use in the classroom, literacy educator Nancy Boyles connects the dots
between the competencies identified by leaders in the SEL field with the rich content of children’s
literature. More than 200 award- winning picture books are profiled along the way as she unpacks
each SEL skill, sketches typical classroom situations in which teachers might not see that skill
demonstrated, discusses what to look for in books that address it, and provides carefully crafted sets
of questions to explore with students.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Challenging Common Core Language Arts Lessons Clg Of
William And Mary/Ctr Gift Ed, Molly Bryan Talbot, 2021-09-03 This book, from the Center for Gifted
Education at William & Mary, provides gifted and advanced learners challenging activities to master
and engage with the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts through four mini
units. Each mini unit is packed with activities that enrich and extend grade-level ELA content for
grade 3. Included texts have messages and characters that are developmentally suitable for
students. Through higher order reasoning questions, resulting discussions, and student-created



products associated with these texts, gifted and advanced students' needs are met while still
maintaining messages and characters to which students can relate. Students will be exposed to
themes such as choices, culture, beliefs, and perseverance. Each theme was chosen with advanced
third-grade students in mind and their emerging need to learn more about themselves, their world,
and how to work through adversity to accomplish their goals. Grade 3
  the raft by jim lamarche: Common Core Curriculum Maps in English Language Arts,
Grades K-5 Great Minds, 2011-10-19 The first books to present specific guidance for teaching the
Common Core State Standards Forty-three states plus the District of Columbia and the U.S. Virgin
Islands have signed on to adopt the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The need for curriculum
guides to assist teachers in helping students meet these standards has become imperative. Created
by teachers, for teachers, the research-based curriculum maps in this book present a
comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units for teaching the skills outlined in the CCSS for
English language arts in Grades K-5. The maps address every standard in the CCSS, yet are flexible
and adaptable to accommodate diverse teaching styles. Each grade is broken down into six units
that include focus standards, suggested works, sample activities and assessments, lesson plans, and
more Teachers can use the maps to plan their year and craft their own more detailed lesson plans
Any teacher, school, or district that chooses to follow the Common Core maps can be confident that
they are adhering to the standards.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey, 2012-10-30 “An
expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers, librarians, and
parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a great children's
book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way to showcase the
gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the day, a children's
book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that day. Always
informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The Children's
Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and writing
activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” ―Bulletin of the Center
for Children’s Books
  the raft by jim lamarche: Common Core Curriculum: English, Grades K-5 Great Minds,
2014-05-06 Common Core's English resources empower educators to meet the expectations of the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) and build essential content
knowledge for students in grades K-5. Each grade in The Wheatley Portfolio features a
comprehensive, coherent sequence of thematic units that engage students in deep study of
worthwhile texts and topics. Features of this book include: Six thematic units for each grade, each
centered on a curated collection of literary and informational texts Focus standards for each unit
that complement the topic and promote student mastery of essential literacy skills Suggested texts
and activities to incorporate science, art, and history into English instruction This revised second
edition includes a sample text study that guides students through a close read of an exemplary text,
updated web resources, and refreshed suggested works. Educators who create their curriculum
based on Common Core's Wheatley Portfolioguarantee that students are exposed to content-rich
instruction and have ample opportunity to master the reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
language skills articulated in the CCSS for ELA.
  the raft by jim lamarche: A Close Look At Close Reading Diane Lapp, Barbara Moss, Maria
Grant, Kelly Johnson, 2015-01-29 The Common Core State Standards have put close reading in the
spotlight as never before. While elementary school teachers are certainly willing to teach students to
closely read both literary and informational text, many are wondering what, exactly, this involves. Is
there a process to follow? How is close reading different from guided reading or other common
literacy practices? How do you prepare students to have their ability to analyze complex texts
measured by Common Core assessments? Is it even possible for students in grades K–5 to “read to
learn” when they’re only just learning to read? Literacy experts Diane Lapp, Barbara Moss, Maria
Grant, and Kelly Johnson answer these questions and more as they explain how to teach young



learners to be close readers and how to make close reading a habit of practice in the elementary
classroom. Informed by the authors’ extensive field experience and enriched by dozens of real-life
scenarios and downloadable tools and templates, this book explores *Text complexity and how to
determine if a particular text is a right for your learning purposes and your students. * The process
and purpose of close reading in the elementary grades, with an emphasis on its role in developing
the 21st century thinking, speaking, and writing skills essential for academic communication and
required by the Common Core. * How to plan, teach, and manage close reading sessions across the
academic disciplines, including the kinds of questions to ask and the kinds of support to provide. *
How to assess close reading and help all students—regardless of linguistic, cultural, or academic
background—connect deeply with what they read and derive meaning from a complex text.
Equipping students with the tools and process of close reading sets them on the road to becoming
analytical and critical thinkers—and empowered and independent learners. In this comprehensive
resource, you’ll find everything you need to start their journey.
  the raft by jim lamarche: That's a Great Answer! ,
  the raft by jim lamarche: Models for Teaching Writing-Craft Target Skills Marcia
Sheehan Freeman, 2005 Writing is best taught through models. Showing K-8 students how other
authors apply the writing-craft skills that you teach is a vital part of writing instruction. This
innovative resource matches 24 fundamental writing-craft Target Skills to a wide selection of fiction
and non-fiction books, providing a solid set of strong models for writing-craft instruction. Both trade
books and texts available only from educational publishers are included. Most of these are picture
books, which are particularly engaging for young readers. A Target Skill cross-index helps you
reference models and multiple craft skills.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Lost and Found Jim LaMarche, 2012-11-30 Anna looked all around
her. The sky was getting dark. I think we should go home now, Molly. But which way was home? In
three heartwarming stories, celebrated illustrator Jim LaMarche lovingly depicts tales of being lost,
being found, finding home, and, most important, the dogs who help us find our way. One lost dog is
rescued, another pup leads a frightened child home, and a fractured family finds a fresh start
through the love of a dog. Featuring exquisite artwork, this joyful, touching collection will be
cherished by anyone who has ever loved a dog.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Choices & Changes in Life, School, and Work, Grade 2-4 Jim
Charkins, National Council on Economic Education, 2001 This publication contains complete
instructions for teaching the lessons in Choices and Changes, Grades 24. The Choices and Changes
series is designed to help students understand how the U.S. economy works and their roles in the
economy as consumers, savers and workers.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Raft Jim LaMarche, 2002-05-28 At first reluctant to spend the
summer with his artistic grandmother, Nicky soon comes to love his adventures rafting on the river
interacting with wildlife.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Up Jim LaMarche, 2013-09-03 Daniel was tired of being little.
Mouse! They'd been calling him that since he was born. He hadn't used to mind it, even liked it once,
but not anymore. He poked at some crackers on the table. Someday I'll be so strong, he mumbled.
Someday . . . And then it happened. Something so strange, Daniel wasn't sure he could believe his
eyes. One little cracker trembled for a second, then lifted up off the table. Not much. Not even an
inch. Then, just as suddenly, it dropped right back down. Daniel blinked. Had that really happened?
How? Had he done it? Up is the story of an ordinary boy with an extraordinary talent, a talent no one
knows about but him. Can Mouse really lift things off the ground? Or is it enough that he believes he
can? Once again Jim LaMarche has mixed the magical with the everyday to create a book that
stretches our imaginations and our dreams. Plus, this is the fixed format version, which will look
almost identical to the print version.
  the raft by jim lamarche: The Joy of Children's Literature Denise Johnson, 2023-12-18 This
book provides in-depth coverage of children's literature with integrated reading methods in a
concise, accessible format. Johnson emphasizes that reading, writing, discussing, and finding



pleasure in children's books are essential tools in being able to recognize and recommend literature,
and being able to share the joy of children's literature with children themselves. This fully updated
third edition includes up-to-date research, new book titles within each chapter, a greater focus on
diversity and inclusion, and new sections on Activities for Professional Development and Print and
Online Resources.
  the raft by jim lamarche: 7 Keys to Comprehension Susan Zimmermann, Chryse Hutchins,
2008-06-03 It's simple: If children don't understand what they read, they will never embrace
reading. And that limits what they can learn while in school. This fact frightens parents, worries
teachers, and ultimately hurts children. 7 Keys to Comprehension is the result of cutting-edge
research. It gives parents and teachers—those who aren't already using this valuable
program—practical, thoughtful advice about the seven simple thinking strategies that proficient
readers use: • Connecting reading to their background knowledge • Creating sensory images •
Asking questions • Drawing inferences • Determining what's important • Synthesizing ideas •
Solving problems Easily understood, easily applied, and proven successful, this essential educational
tool helps parents and teachers to turn reading into a fun and rewarding adventure.
  the raft by jim lamarche: Text-Dependent Questions, Grades K-5 Douglas Fisher, Nancy
Frey, Heather Anderson, Marisol Thayre, 2014-09-02 Fisher & Frey’s answer to close and critical
reading Learn the best ways to use text-dependent questions as scaffolds during close reading and
the big understandings they yield. But that’s just for starters. Fisher and Frey also include
illustrative video, texts and questions, cross-curricular examples, and an online facilitator’s
guide—making the two volumes of TDQ a potent professional development tool across all of K–12.
The genius of TDQ is the way Fisher and Frey break down the process into four cognitive pathways:
What does the text say? How does the text work? What does the text mean? What does the text
inspire you to do?
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