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Tale of the Bamboo Cutter: Japan’s Timeless Moonlit Legend

tale of the bamboo cutter is one of the oldest and most enchanting stories in Japanese folklore.
Often known as "The Tale of Princess Kaguya," this narrative has captivated readers and listeners
for centuries with its blend of mystery, romance, and a touch of the supernatural. Rooted deep in
Japan’s cultural heritage, the story transcends time, offering insights into ancient beliefs, societal
values, and the poetic beauty of nature. If you’re curious about this legendary tale, its origins, and
its enduring influence, you’re in for a fascinating journey.

Origins and Historical Context of the Tale of the
Bamboo Cutter

The tale is believed to have been written around the 10th century during Japan’s Heian period, one
of the most culturally rich eras in Japanese history. Known as "Taketori Monogatari" in Japanese, it
is often considered the country’s oldest surviving narrative prose. The story was originally circulated
as a monogatari, a form of storytelling blending prose and poetry, which was popular at the time.

The Heian period was marked by an emphasis on art, literature, and courtly life, which is reflected in
the refined and poetic nature of the story. The tale’s themes of longing, beauty, and the otherworldly
align closely with the aesthetic ideals of miyabi (courtly elegance) and mono no aware (an awareness
of the impermanence of things).

The Story of the Bamboo Cutter: A Summary

At its heart, the tale of the bamboo cutter revolves around a humble bamboo cutter named Taketori
no Okina, or simply the Old Bamboo Cutter, who one day discovers a tiny, radiant princess inside a
glowing bamboo stalk. He and his wife raise the girl, naming her Kaguya-hime, which means
“Radiant Princess.” She grows rapidly into a woman of extraordinary beauty and grace, attracting
suitors from all corners of the land.

Kaguya-hime’s Suitors and the Impossible Tasks

Many noblemen come to seek Kaguya-hime’s hand in marriage, but she sets them impossible tasks
to prove their worthiness. These quests involve retrieving legendary treasures, such as the Buddha’s
stone begging bowl or a branch from the mythical jeweled tree of the Dragon Palace. None succeed,
adding layers of mystery and tragedy to the story.



The Moonlit Revelation

Eventually, it is revealed that Kaguya-hime is not from this world but from the Moon. As the story
unfolds, celestial beings arrive to take her back to her lunar home, leaving her earthly parents
heartbroken. The tale closes with the poignant image of Kaguya-hime ascending to the Moon,
forever separated from the life she briefly touched on Earth.

Symbolism and Themes in the Tale of the Bamboo
Cutter

This folk tale is rich in symbolism that resonates deeply with Japanese culture and universal human
experiences.

Impermanence and Mono no Aware

One of the central themes is mono no aware, the bittersweet awareness of the transience of life.
Kaguya-hime’s fleeting presence on Earth and her inevitable departure reflect the sorrow and
beauty found in impermanence.

The Intersection of Earthly and Celestial Worlds

The bamboo cutter’s discovery of Kaguya-hime from the bamboo symbolizes a connection between
the mundane and the divine. Bamboo itself is a significant plant in Japanese culture, representing
strength, resilience, and purity.

Unattainable Beauty and Desire

Kaguya-hime’s allure and the impossible tasks she sets for her suitors speak to the human
fascination with beauty and the lengths people go to attain what seems out of reach.

The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter in Modern Culture

Over the centuries, this folk tale has inspired numerous adaptations and artistic expressions,
weaving itself into Japan’s cultural fabric and beyond.

Literature and Theater



The story has been retold in classical literature, Noh and Kabuki theater, and countless children’s
books. Each adaptation adds unique nuances while preserving the core narrative, showcasing the
tale’s versatility.

Film and Animation

One of the most famous modern adaptations is Studio Ghibli’s film “The Tale of the Princess Kaguya”
(2013), directed by Isao Takahata. The film beautifully captures the ethereal qualities of the story
through delicate animation and a haunting soundtrack, introducing the legend to global audiences.

Art and Popular Media

The story’s imagery—the glowing bamboo, the radiant princess, the Moon—has inspired countless
paintings, manga, and even video games. It serves as a cultural touchstone that continues to evoke
wonder and imagination.

Why Does the Tale of the Bamboo Cutter Endure?

Stories survive across generations because they speak to something timeless, and the tale of the
bamboo cutter is no exception. Here’s why it remains relevant and beloved:

Universal Themes: Love, loss, longing, and the search for meaning are experiences everyone
can relate to.

Cultural Significance: The story provides a window into Japan’s ancient worldview and
values, making it a vital part of cultural education.

Emotional Depth: The poignant mix of joy and sorrow in the tale resonates deeply with
readers, creating a lasting emotional impact.

Rich Symbolism: Elements like the Moon, bamboo, and impossible quests invite endless
interpretation and discussion.

Exploring the Tale of the Bamboo Cutter: Tips for
Readers and Enthusiasts

If you’re interested in delving deeper into this legendary story, here are some ways to enrich your
experience:



Read Different Versions: Explore various translations and adaptations to see how1.
interpretations differ.

Learn About Heian Japan: Understanding the historical and cultural context adds layers of2.
meaning to the narrative.

Watch Film Adaptations: Studio Ghibli’s version is a great starting point, but other films and3.
plays offer unique takes.

Reflect on the Themes: Consider how impermanence and beauty show up in your own life4.
and culture.

The tale of the bamboo cutter remains a captivating story that bridges the gap between the earthly
and the celestial, the past and the present. Its graceful blend of myth and humanity continues to
inspire countless people to look up at the Moon a little differently, wondering about the mysteries
hidden in its silvery glow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter' about?
'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter' is a Japanese folktale about a mysterious girl named Kaguya-hime
who is discovered as a baby inside a glowing bamboo stalk. She grows into a beautiful woman and
attracts many suitors but eventually reveals her celestial origins and returns to the Moon.

Who is the main character in 'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter'?
The main character is Kaguya-hime, a radiant princess from the Moon who is found as a baby inside
a bamboo stalk by a bamboo cutter.

What is the significance of the bamboo in the story?
The bamboo is significant because it is the place where Kaguya-hime is found as a baby. The glowing
bamboo stalk symbolizes mystery and the connection between the earthly world and the celestial
realm.

What are some themes explored in 'The Tale of the Bamboo
Cutter'?
The story explores themes such as the impermanence of life, the conflict between earthly desires
and celestial duties, beauty and loneliness, and the mystery of origins.

How does 'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter' end?
The tale ends with Kaguya-hime returning to the Moon, leaving her earthly parents heartbroken.



Despite receiving gifts and marriage proposals, she must leave her life on Earth behind.

Why is 'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter' considered Japan's
oldest narrative?
It is considered Japan's oldest narrative because it dates back to the 10th century and is one of the
earliest examples of monogatari (traditional Japanese prose narrative), influencing Japanese
literature and culture.

Has 'The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter' influenced modern
media?
Yes, the story has inspired numerous adaptations in books, films, anime, and manga, including
Studio Ghibli's film 'The Tale of the Princess Kaguya,' which reimagines the classic folktale.

Additional Resources
The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter: An Enduring Japanese Narrative

tale of the bamboo cutter stands as one of Japan’s oldest and most cherished folktales, captivating
readers and scholars alike with its blend of mysticism, romance, and cultural symbolism. Also known
as "The Tale of Princess Kaguya," this narrative has traversed centuries, influencing literature, art,
and even modern media. Its enduring appeal lies in the rich tapestry of themes it presents, from the
ephemeral nature of life to the intricate relationship between humans and the supernatural.

Origins and Historical Context

The tale is believed to have originated in the late 9th or early 10th century during the Heian period,
a time when Japanese literature flourished with an emphasis on court culture and poetic expression.
It appears in the 10th-century work "Taketori Monogatari" (The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter), which is
often considered Japan's oldest narrative prose. This story has since become a foundational myth in
Japanese folklore, often compared to classical Western fairy tales for its universal themes and
archetypes.

Unlike many folktales passed down orally, the tale was written in a style characteristic of early
Japanese monogatari literature, blending poetic descriptions with narrative prose. Its longevity
suggests deep cultural resonance, reflecting societal values and the interplay of nature and
spirituality in Japanese thought.

Summary of the Tale

The narrative begins with an elderly bamboo cutter who discovers a tiny, radiant princess inside a
bamboo stalk. He and his wife raise the girl, named Kaguya-hime, who grows into a woman of
extraordinary beauty. Suitors from across the land seek her hand, but she sets impossible tasks for



them, ultimately rejecting all proposals. As the story unfolds, it is revealed that Kaguya-hime is not
of this world but a celestial being, destined to return to the moon. Her departure leaves a poignant
mark on her earthly parents and admirers, underscoring the theme of impermanence.

Thematic Exploration

The tale of the bamboo cutter delves into multiple thematic layers that invite interpretation and
analysis.

Impermanence and Transience

At its core, the story reflects the Buddhist concept of impermanence (mujo), which emphasizes the
fleeting nature of life and worldly attachments. Kaguya-hime’s temporary stay on Earth and eventual
return to the moon serve as metaphors for the transient beauty of human existence. This theme
resonates deeply within Japanese aesthetics, particularly in the appreciation of ephemeral
phenomena such as cherry blossoms.

Human Desire and the Supernatural

The narrative juxtaposes earthly desires against the mystical origin of Kaguya-hime. The suitors’
quests symbolize human ambition, yet their failure highlights the limits of mortal reach and the
enigmatic nature of the supernatural. Kaguya-hime herself embodies the intersection between the
mundane and the divine, challenging the characters and readers to contemplate the boundaries
between these realms.

Social Commentary

Some scholars interpret the tale as a subtle critique of Heian-era society, particularly the rigid class
structures and gender roles. Kaguya-hime’s rejection of suitors and her mysterious origin can be
viewed as a commentary on the constraints imposed upon women and the unattainability of certain
social aspirations. The tasks she assigns to her suitors may symbolize the often arbitrary and
unattainable standards of aristocratic marriage prospects during that period.

Comparative Analysis with Other Folktales

The tale of the bamboo cutter shares motifs with various global folktales, offering a rich ground for
comparative folklore studies.

Fairy Tale Parallels: Like Cinderella or Sleeping Beauty, the story features a young woman
of extraordinary qualities with a mysterious past. However, unlike these Western tales where



the heroine’s fate is ultimately fulfilled on Earth, Kaguya-hime’s story ends with her departure,
emphasizing impermanence rather than resolution.

Mythological Resonances: The motif of a celestial being descending to Earth and returning
to the heavens echoes myths from cultures worldwide, including Greek and Chinese legends,
underscoring universal human fascinations with the divine.

Symbolic Elements: The bamboo stalk, a symbol of resilience and purity in Japanese culture,
adds a unique cultural layer to the story, differentiating it from other folktales that might use
flowers or animals as central symbols.

Influence on Modern Media

The tale’s influence extends beyond traditional storytelling into contemporary culture. It has
inspired numerous adaptations in literature, film, and animation. Notably, Studio Ghibli’s 2013 film
"The Tale of the Princess Kaguya" reimagines the narrative with a focus on emotional depth and
visual artistry, introducing the story to global audiences.

The story’s themes remain relevant, offering reflections on identity, belonging, and the human
connection to nature. Its adaptability across media testifies to its narrative strength and cultural
significance.

Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

Academic discourse surrounding the tale of the bamboo cutter often centers on its symbolic richness
and narrative ambiguity.

Feminist Readings

From a feminist viewpoint, Kaguya-hime’s autonomy in rejecting suitors and her ultimate return to
the moon can be read as an assertion of agency in a patriarchal society. Her character challenges
traditional roles assigned to women in Heian Japan, positioning her as a figure of resistance and
autonomy.

Environmental Symbolism

The story’s bamboo motif also invites ecological interpretations. Bamboo, known for its rapid growth
and resilience, symbolizes vitality and endurance. Kaguya-hime’s emergence from bamboo may
reflect an intrinsic connection between humanity and nature, highlighting themes of harmony and
respect for the environment prevalent in Japanese culture.



Philosophical Implications

Philosophically, the narrative encourages contemplation of life’s impermanence and the search for
meaning beyond material existence. Kaguya-hime’s celestial origin and fleeting presence on Earth
evoke existential questions about identity, destiny, and the human condition.

Legacy and Cultural Significance

The tale of the bamboo cutter remains a cornerstone of Japanese cultural heritage. Its motifs
permeate festivals, art, and education, embodying values cherished across generations.

Art and Literature: The story has inspired countless artworks, from traditional ukiyo-e prints
to modern illustrations, preserving its imagery and themes.

Educational Importance: It is often taught in schools to introduce children to classic
Japanese literature and cultural values.

Festivals and Cultural Events: Elements of the tale are celebrated during events such as the
Tanabata festival, which shares thematic similarities with the story’s romantic and celestial
motifs.

The tale’s ability to evoke emotional resonance and cultural identity underscores its lasting place in
Japan’s narrative tradition.

As an enduring symbol of beauty, mystery, and the fleeting nature of life, the tale of the bamboo
cutter continues to inspire reflection and creative expression. Its blend of folklore, mythology, and
societal insight offers a compelling window into Japan’s historical and cultural landscape, inviting
ongoing exploration and appreciation.
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  tale of the bamboo cutter: Classical Japanese Prose Helen Craig McCullough, 1990 This
volume brings together in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese prose dating from the ninth
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forms, either complete or in generous excerpts, and is particularly rich in writing by women and in
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autobiographical writings. This anthology contains longer selections than the only other available
anthology, which was published in the 1950s, and each selection is preceded by an introduction
reflecting the most recent scholarship. With three exceptions, all the translations are by the
compilers, and almost all of them are published here for the first time. Because of space limitations,
the compiler has omitted the two long masterpieces of the age, The Tale of Genji and The Tale of
Heike, which deserve to be read in their entirety, and which are available in paperback English
translations. The book contains an extensive general introduction, thirteen illustrations, five maps, a
glossary, and a selected bibliography of works in English translation.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Traditional Japanese Literature Haruo Shirane, 2012-09-25
Haruo Shirane's critically acclaimed Traditional Japanese Literature: An Anthology, Beginnings to
1600, contains key examples of both high and low styles of poetry, drama, prose fiction, and essays.
For this abridged edition, Shirane retains substantial excerpts from such masterworks as The Tale of
Genji, The Tales of the Heike, The Pillow Book, the Man'yoshu, and the Kokinshu. He preserves his
comprehensive survey of secular and religious anecdotes (setsuwa) as well as classical poems with
extensive commentary. He features no drama; selections from influential war epics; and notable
essays on poetry, fiction, history, and religion. Texts are interwoven to bring into focus common
themes, styles, and allusions while inviting comparison and debate. The result is a rich encounter
with ancient and medieval Japanese culture and history. Each text and genre is enhanced by
extensive introductions that provide sociopolitical and cultural context. The anthology is organized
by period, genre, and topic—an instructor-friendly structure—and a comprehensive bibliography
guides readers toward further study. Praise for Traditional Japanese Literature: An Anthology,
Beginnings to 1600 Haruo Shirane has done a splendid job at this herculean task.—Joshua Mostow,
University of British Columbia A comprehensive and innovative anthology.... All of the introductions
are excellent.—Journal of Asian Studies One of those impressive, erudite, must-have titles for anyone
interested in Asian literature.—Bloomsbury Review An anthology that comprises superb translations
of an exceptionally wide range of texts.... Highly recommended.—Choice A wealth of
material.—Monumenta Nipponica
  tale of the bamboo cutter: A History of Japanese Literature Shūichi Katō, 1997 A new
simplified edition translated by Don Sanderson. The original three-volume work, first published in
1979, has been revised specially as a single volume paperback which concentrates on the
development of Japanese literature.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter Anonymous, 2024-10-02 Taketori
Monogatari, or The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter, is a story dating back to the 10th century, making it
over a thousand years old. However, its significance goes beyond its historical value. It is a beautiful
and captivating tale, so much so that Yasunari Kawabata, one of Japan's greatest novelists and a
Nobel Prize winner in Literature, released his modern version in 1998. The central character is
Kaguya-hime, a stunning princess who was found as a baby by an old bamboo cutter. Her beauty
captivates men, and in an attempt to marry her, her guardian selects five suitors for her. The
indifferent Kaguya-hime, reluctant to marry, imposes impossible tasks on them, leading to an
unexpected conclusion. This work is part of the collection 1001 Books to Read Before You Die.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Figures of Resistance Richard H. Okada, 1991-10-18 In this
revisionist study of texts from the mid-Heian period in Japan, H. Richard Okada offers new readings
of three well-known tales: The Tale of the Bamboo-cutter, The Tale of Ise, and The Tale of Genji.
Okada contends that the cultural and gendered significance of these works has been distorted by
previous commentaries and translations belonging to the larger patriarchal and colonialist discourse
of Western civilization. He goes on to suggest that this universalist discourse, which silences the
feminine aspects of these texts and subsumes their writing in misapplied Western canonical literary
terms, is sanctioned and maintained by the discipline of Japanese literature. Okada develops a highly
original and sophisticated reading strategy that demonstrates how readers might understand texts
belonging to a different time and place without being complicit in their assimilation to categories
derived from Western literary traditions. The author’s reading stratgey is based on the texts’ own



resistance to modes of analysis that employ such Western canonical terms as novel, lyric, and
third-person narrative. Emphasis is also given to the distinctive cultural circles, as well as
socio-political and genealogical circumstances that surrounded the emergence of the texts.
Indispensable readings for specialists in literature, cultural studies, and Japanese literature and
history, Figures of Resistance will also appeal to general readers interested in the problems and
complexities of studying another culture.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: 竹取物語 , 1998
  tale of the bamboo cutter: The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter and Other Fantastic Stories
David Lear, 2013 The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter, also known as The Tale of the Princess Kaguya,
was written around the tenth century AD, and tells of an extraterrestrial girl found in a bamboo
field. This story is the earliest known tale of aliens visiting Earth. This collection contains a number
of early science fiction tales, including: -- The Dream of Scipio by Cicero -- True History by Lucian of
Samosata -- Urashima Taro -- The Ebony Horse -- The City of Brass -- The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter
-- Micromegas by Voltaire.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Japanese Culture Paul Varley, 2000-03-01 For nearly three decades
Japanese Culture has garnered high praise as an accurate and well-written introduction to Japanese
history and culture. This widely used undergraduate text is now available in a new edition.
Thoroughly updated, the fourth edition includes expanded sections on numerous topics, among
which are samurai values, Zen Buddhism, the tea ceremony, Confucianism in the Tokugawa period,
the story of the forty-seven ronin, Mito scholarship in the early nineteenth century, and mass culture
and comics in contemporary times.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: The Tale of Genji and its Chinese Precursors Jindan Ni,
2020-12-10 In The Tale of Genji and Its Chinese Precursors: Beyond the Boundaries of Nation, Class,
and Gender, Jindan Ni departs from a “nativist” tradition which views The Tale of Genji as
epitomizing an exclusively Japanese aesthetic distinct from Chinese influence and Buddhist values.
Ni contests the traditional focus on Japanese essentialism by detailing the impact of Chinese literary
forms and presenting the Japanese Heian Court as a site of dynamic and complex literary
interchange. Combining close reading, the archival work of Japanese and Chinese scholars, and
comparative literary theory, Ni argues that Murasaki Shikibu avoided the constraint of a single
literary tradition by drawing on Chinese intertexts. Ni’s account reveals the heterogeneity that
makes The Tale of Genji a masterpiece with enduring appeal.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: WELCOME TO MINDFULNESS MUPPURI VENKATA SURES,
2025-03-02 Are you tired of feeling stuck in a cycle of negativity? Do you struggle with negative
thoughts, emotions, and patterns that hold you back from living your best life? This book is for you.
From Negativity to Positivity is a comprehensive guide to transforming your life from the inside out.
With practical tools, techniques, and strategies, you'll learn how to: - Recognize and release negative
patterns and habits - Cultivate a positive mindset and emotional resilience - Develop self-awareness
and self-compassion - Build meaningful relationships and connections - Achieve your goals and live
your dreams What sets this book apart: - A holistic approach that addresses the physical, emotional,
mental, and spiritual aspects of transformation - Practical exercises and techniques that can be
applied to daily life - Inspiring stories and examples of people who have successfully transformed
their lives - A compassionate and supportive tone that will guide and motivate you throughout your
journey Who is this book for: - Anyone struggling with negative thoughts, emotions, or patterns -
Those seeking to improve their mental health and well-being - Individuals looking to build resilience
and emotional intelligence - Anyone wanting to live a more authentic, meaningful, and fulfilling life
Get ready to transform your life and unlock a happier, healthier you!
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Dialectics of the Goddess in Japanese Audiovisual Culture Lorenzo
J. Torres Hortelano, 2017-12-01 Through provocative essays by specialists in different aspects of
Japanese culture, this book provides an historical and analytical survey of the presence of Goddesses
in Japanese audiovisual culture from its origins to the present day. It shows how these feminine
myths are represented in Japan; not only as beneficial or creative deities, but also the archetypal



strong or dominant woman that sometimes overshadows masculine figures and heroes, or as
influential figures. Therefore, it analyzes this rich dialectic of the feminine and how the audiovisual
culture has represented it thus far in film, TV series, and video games made in Japan. While many
theories have been proposed to explain the presence of Goddesses in Japan, this book’s focus on
audiovisual culture explores how this corpus challenges the traditional conceptions of the feminine
as related to Goddesses.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Modern Japanese Fiction and Its Traditions J. Thomas Rimer,
2014-07-14 Thomas Rimer's book seeks to explain the background, structural principles, and
development of pre-modem and modern Japanese fiction in a way that is comprehensive, methodical,
and accessible to the general reader. Originally published in 1978. The Princeton Legacy Library
uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Folktales and Fairy Tales Anne E. Duggan Ph.D., Donald Haase
Ph.D., Helen J. Callow, 2016-02-12 Encyclopedic in its coverage, this one-of-a-kind reference is ideal
for students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date information on folk and fairy tales,
past and present. Folktales and fairy tales have long played an important role in cultures around the
world. They pass customs and lore from generation to generation, provide insights into the peoples
who created them, and offer inspiration to creative artists working in media that now include
television, film, manga, photography, and computer games. This second, expanded edition of an
award-winning reference will help students and teachers as well as storytellers, writers, and creative
artists delve into this enchanting world and keep pace with its past and its many new facets.
Alphabetically organized and global in scope, the work is the only multivolume reference in English
to offer encyclopedic coverage of this subject matter. The four-volume collection covers national,
cultural, regional, and linguistic traditions from around the world as well as motifs, themes,
characters, and tale types. Writers and illustrators are included as are filmmakers and
composers—and, of course, the tales themselves. The expert entries within volumes 1 through 3 are
based on the latest research and developments while the contents of volume 4 comprises tales and
texts. While most books either present readers with tales from certain countries or cultures or with
thematic entries, this encyclopedia stands alone in that it does both, making it a truly unique,
one-stop resource.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Islands and Cities in Medieval Myth, Literature, and History
Andrea Grafetstätter, Sieglinde Hartmann, James Michael Ogier, 2011 The studies presented in this
book derive from a series of sessions held at the annual International Medieval Congress in Leeds,
UK...Four sessions, held from 2004 to 2006, bore the title 'Islands of the World and the Seven Seas
in Medieval Myth and History', and three in 2007 the title 'Cities, Myths and Literatures'...The stated
objective of the island sessions was the location of a 'starting point for a new investigation into the
possible impact that myths and other fictitious stories about insular wonderlands had on the reasons
why medieval men and women undertook their various missions, searches and explorations that
finally led to the discovery of the New World.' Similarly, the cities sessions 'intended to find new
connections between ancient myths and medieval constructions of real or imagined cities in
literature'.--editors' pref. p.7
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Poison Blossoms From a Thicket of Thorn Hakuin Zenji, 2014-07-21
Hakuin Ekaku Zenji (1686–1769) was one of the greatest Zen masters ever to live. Originator of the
famous koan What is the sound of a single hand? he is credited with reviving the Rinzai sect of Zen
in Japan, and today all masters of that sect trace their lineage back to him. Through his numerous
descendants, his influence is now felt worldwide, with his Song of Zazen chanted daily in temples
around the globe. Norman Waddell has spent decades reading and translating Hakuin's vast
writings. He has published several previous selections, all leading to his work on this monumental



gathering, the Keiso Dokuzui, little known in Japan and never before translated into any foreign
language. Interpreting such a text requires immersion in the material in its original language, as
well as complete mastery of the available commentary. Probably no one alive is as fully prepared for
this important and difficult task as Dr. Waddell. For this collection, Hakuin gathered together an
enormous number and variety of pieces—commentaries, memorials, poems, koans, teisho (lectures),
letters, and more. Having presented many of them live to the throng of students residing in and
around his temple as well as to other audiences around the country,
  tale of the bamboo cutter: A Waka Anthology Edwin A. Cranston, 1998-03-01 The
Gem-Glistening Cup is the second volume of Edwin Cranston's monumental Waka Anthology which
carries the story of waka, the classical tradition of Japanese poetry, from its beginnings in ancient
song to the sixteenth century. The present volume, which contains almost 1,600 songs and poems,
covers the period from the earliest times to 784, and includes many of the finest works in the
literatures as well as providing evocative glimpses of the spirit and folkways of early Japanese
civilization. The texts drawn upon for the poems are the ancient chronicles Kojiki, Nihonshoki, and
Shoku Nihongi; the fudoki, a set of eighth-century local gazetteers; Man'yoshu, the massive
eighth-century compendium of early poetry (about one fourth of that work is included); and the
Bussokuseki poems carved on a stone tablet at a temple in Nara. All poems are presented in facing
romanization and translation.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Fuji Andrew W. Bernstein, 2025-09-23 A biography of Mt. Fuji from
17,000 years ago until today-- Provided by publisher.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: Fairy Tales of the Far East Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-20
Journey into the enchanting realms of the Far East with this captivating collection of fairy tales and
myths. From the ancient legends of China and Japan to the captivating folktales of Korea, the
Philippines, and Indonesia, these stories offer a glimpse into the rich tapestry of Asian cultures.
Within these pages, you'll encounter legendary heroes like the Monkey King and the Eight
Immortals, whose extraordinary feats continue to inspire and amaze. You'll travel to the Land of the
Rising Sun, where delicate cherry blossoms bloom alongside tales of samurai, geisha, and yokai, the
supernatural creatures that inhabit the hidden realms. Delve into the rich mythology of Korea,
where dragons and tigers roam the mountains and spirits of the dead watch over the living. Explore
the Pearl of the Orient Seas, the Philippines, where enchanting tales of shapeshifting aswang and
the mystical bakunawa, a celestial dragon, intertwine with stories of bravery and sacrifice. Discover
the Emerald Isle of Ireland, where the haunting melodies of the banshee and the epic tales of Finn
and the Fianna transport you to a realm of myth and magic. Through these stories, you'll discover
the enduring wisdom and timeless values of the Far East. Learn about the importance of family,
honor, and respect for nature. Encounter characters who embody the virtues of courage, kindness,
and resilience, reminding you of the strength of the human spirit. With its captivating narratives,
vivid imagery, and profound cultural insights, this book is a treasure trove of literary wonders.
Immerse yourself in the enchanting world of Far Eastern fairy tales and myths, and allow their
beauty, wonder, and wisdom to captivate your imagination. If you like this book, write a review!
  tale of the bamboo cutter: 100 Animated Feature Films Andrew Osmond, 2022-07-14 20
years ago, animated features were widely perceived as cartoons for children. Today they encompass
an astonishing range of films, styles and techniques. There is the powerful adult drama of Waltz with
Bashir; the Gallic sophistication of Belleville Rendez-Vous; the eye-popping violence of Japan's Akira;
and the stop-motion whimsy of Wallace & Gromit in The Curse of the Were-Rabbit. Andrew Osmond
provides an entertaining and illuminating guide to the endlessly diverse world of animated features,
with entries on 100 of the most interesting and important animated films from around the world,
from the 1920s to the present day. Blending in-depth history and criticism, 100 Animated Feature
Films balances the blockbusters with local success stories from Eastern Europe to Hong Kong. This
revised and updated new edition addresses films that have been released since publication of the
first edition, such as the mainstream hits Frozen, The Lego Movie and Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse, as well as updated entries on franchises such as the Toy Story movies. It also covers



bittersweet indie visions such as Michael Dudok de Wit's The Red Turtle, Charlie Kaufman's
Anomalisa, Isao Takahata's Tale of the Princess Kaguya, the family saga The Wolf Children and the
popular blockbuster Your Name. Osmond's wide-ranging selection also takes in the Irish fantasy
Song of the Sea, France's I Lost My Body and Brazil's Boy and the World. Osmond's authoritative
and entertaining entries combine with a contextualising introduction and key filmographic
information to provide an essential guide to animated film.
  tale of the bamboo cutter: The Sarashina Diary Sugawara no Takasue no Musume, 2018-03-20
A thousand years ago, a young Japanese girl embarked on a journey from deep in the countryside of
eastern Japan to the capital. Forty years later, with the long account of that journey as a foundation,
the mature woman skillfully created an autobiography that incorporates many moments of
heightened awareness from her long life. Married at age thirty-three, she identified herself as a
reader and writer more than as a wife and mother; enthralled by fiction, she bore witness to the
dangers of romantic fantasy as well as the enduring consolation of self-expression. This reader’s
edition streamlines Sonja Arntzen and Moriyuki Itō’s acclaimed translation of the Sarashina Diary
for general readers and classroom use. This translation captures the lyrical richness of the original
text while revealing its subtle structure and ironic meaning, highlighting the author’s deep concern
for Buddhist belief and practice and the juxtaposition of poetic passages and narrative prose. The
translators’ commentary offers insight into the author’s family and world, as well as the style,
structure, and textual history of her work.
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