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robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers is a phrase that resonates deeply with
anyone interested in the history and philosophy of economics. Heilbroner’s seminal work,
*The Worldly Philosophers*, has long been celebrated as a brilliant introduction to the
ideas and lives of the great economic thinkers who shaped the modern world. Rather than
presenting economics as a dry collection of theories and formulas, Heilbroner’s approach
brings these thinkers to life, revealing their personal struggles, societal contexts, and the
enduring relevance of their ideas. If you’re curious about how economics evolved and why
certain economic concepts matter today, diving into Heilbroner’s work is an enlightening
experience.

Who Was Robert Heilbroner?

Before delving into *The Worldly Philosophers*, it’s helpful to understand who Robert
Heilbroner was. An American economist and historian of economic thought, Heilbroner
dedicated much of his career to making economics accessible and engaging. He was
known for his ability to communicate complex ideas in a clear, narrative-driven style that
appealed to both academics and general readers.

Heilbroner’s background combined a rigorous academic foundation with a deep interest in
philosophy and social sciences. This interdisciplinary perspective enabled him to explore
economics not just as a technical discipline but as a human endeavor intertwined with
politics, history, and culture. His work often emphasized that economic theories are not
created in isolation but reflect the concerns and challenges of their times.

The Essence of The Worldly Philosophers

At its core, *The Worldly Philosophers* is a historical survey of the major economists
whose ideas shaped capitalism and modern economic thought. Heilbroner coined the term
“worldly philosophers” to highlight that these thinkers were more than just academics;
they were intellectuals deeply engaged with the real world’s problems.

Unlike traditional economics textbooks, Heilbroner’s book reads like a series of
captivating biographies. It covers the lives and philosophies of figures such as Adam
Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and Joseph Schumpeter, among others. Through
rich storytelling, he traces how their ideas emerged from the social and political upheavals
of their times.



The Human Side of Economic Thought

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Worldly Philosophers* is its focus on the
personal stories behind economic theories. For example, Heilbroner delves into Adam
Smith’s moral philosophy and how his observations of 18th-century Scotland influenced
his views on markets and self-interest. Similarly, Karl Marx’s radical critiques are situated
within the context of the Industrial Revolution and the harsh realities faced by the working
class.

This approach helps readers understand that economic ideas are not simply abstract
concepts but responses to tangible social issues. It also underscores how economists were
often controversial figures who challenged existing norms and faced opposition.

Key Themes in Robert Heilbroner’s Work

Heilbroner’s *The Worldly Philosophers* explores several recurring themes that continue
to be relevant today:

1. The Interplay Between Economics and Society

Heilbroner emphasizes that economics cannot be divorced from the social, political, and
cultural environments in which it operates. Economic ideas reflect the values and conflicts
of their eras, and understanding this context is critical to grasping their significance.

2. The Evolution of Capitalism

The book tracks how capitalism transformed over centuries and how economists tried to
make sense of its dynamics. From Adam Smith’s invisible hand to Keynes’s advocacy for
government intervention during crises, Heilbroner paints a picture of capitalism as a
dynamic, evolving system.

3. The Role of Economic Ideas in Shaping Policy

Heilbroner shows that economic theories are not just academic exercises; they have real-
world implications. The adoption or rejection of certain ideas has influenced policies
ranging from labor laws to monetary regulations, shaping the lives of millions.

Why *The Worldly Philosophers* Still Matters

Despite being first published in 1953, *The Worldly Philosophers* remains widely read and



respected. Its enduring appeal lies in its accessibility and the timeless nature of the
questions it addresses. In a world where economic issues affect everything from income
inequality to climate change, understanding the roots of economic thought is invaluable.

Heilbroner’s work helps demystify economics for students, educators, and anyone curious
about how economic ideas influence society. It encourages readers to think critically about
economic claims and to appreciate the diversity of perspectives within the field.

How To Get the Most Out of The Worldly Philosophers

If you’re planning to read Heilbroner’s book, here are a few tips to enhance your
experience:

Read with Context: Familiarize yourself with key historical events like the
Industrial Revolution, the Great Depression, and World Wars to better understand
the environment in which these economists wrote.

Reflect on Current Issues: Try to connect the economic ideas to contemporary
challenges such as globalization, technological change, and economic inequality.

Discuss and Debate: Engaging with others about these thinkers can deepen your
understanding and reveal multiple interpretations of their work.

Robert Heilbroner’s Influence on Economic
Education

Beyond writing, Heilbroner was a dedicated educator who believed that economics should
be taught as a humanistic discipline. His narrative style influenced how many instructors
approach economic history and theory, fostering a more holistic understanding rather
than just technical proficiency.

In classrooms around the world, *The Worldly Philosophers* is often used as a
foundational text to introduce students to economic thought. Its success has inspired
similar works that combine biography, history, and economics to create engaging learning
experiences.

Bridging Economics and Philosophy

One of Heilbroner’s key contributions was highlighting the philosophical underpinnings of
economic theories. By framing economists as “worldly philosophers,” he linked economic
ideas to broader questions about human nature, justice, and society’s organization. This
approach invites readers to consider not only how economies function but also what kind



of society we want to build.

Exploring the Legacy of Robert Heilbroner’s
Worldly Philosophers

The legacy of *The Worldly Philosophers* extends beyond its pages. It has inspired
countless readers to appreciate economics as a vibrant, evolving discourse that reflects
human hopes, fears, and ambitions. Rather than viewing economics as a static science,
Heilbroner’s work encourages an understanding of it as a social science deeply
intertwined with history and philosophy.

His portrayal of economic thinkers as passionate individuals grappling with the world’s
complexities continues to resonate today, reminding us that behind every theory lies a
story worth telling.

For anyone intrigued by the intersection of economics, history, and philosophy, Robert
Heilbroner’s *The Worldly Philosophers* offers a compelling journey into the minds that
have shaped our understanding of the economic world—and, by extension, the world itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Heilbroner and what is his contribution
to economics?
Robert Heilbroner was an American economist and historian of economic thought, best
known for his book 'The Worldly Philosophers,' which explores the lives, ideas, and impact
of great economic thinkers.

What is the main focus of 'The Worldly Philosophers' by
Robert Heilbroner?
'The Worldly Philosophers' focuses on the lives and ideas of influential economists
throughout history, explaining their theories in the context of the social and historical
circumstances that shaped them.

Why is 'The Worldly Philosophers' considered an
important book in economics?
It is considered important because it provides an accessible overview of the development
of economic thought, linking economic theories to real-world historical events and making
economics understandable to a broad audience.



Which economic thinkers are covered in Robert
Heilbroner's 'The Worldly Philosophers'?
The book covers major economists such as Adam Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes,
Thorstein Veblen, and others who have significantly influenced economic theory and
policy.

How does Robert Heilbroner explain the relevance of
economic ideas in 'The Worldly Philosophers'?
Heilbroner illustrates how economic ideas are not abstract concepts but are deeply
connected to the historical and social conditions of their time, showing their impact on
society and policy.

Has 'The Worldly Philosophers' by Robert Heilbroner
been updated since its first publication?
Yes, 'The Worldly Philosophers' has been revised and updated multiple times to include
contemporary economic thinkers and to reflect changes in the economic landscape.

Additional Resources
**Robert Heilbroner The Worldly Philosophers: A Profound Exploration of Economic
Thought**

robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers stands as a seminal work in the study of
economics, revered for its accessible yet deeply insightful examination of the lives and
ideas of history's most influential economists. Since its first publication in 1953, this
landmark text has become a foundational resource for students, scholars, and enthusiasts
eager to understand the evolution of economic thought and its impact on society.
Heilbroner’s narrative transcends mere theory, weaving biography, philosophy, and social
context into a compelling tapestry that reveals how economic ideas shape the world.

The Worldly Philosophers is not just a textbook; it is a literary journey through the
intellectual heritage of economics, introducing readers to towering figures like Adam
Smith, Karl Marx, John Maynard Keynes, and others. By exploring their personal lives and
the societal conditions that influenced their theories, Heilbroner offers a multidimensional
perspective rarely found in traditional economic texts. This article delves into the core
themes, analytical depth, and enduring relevance of Robert Heilbroner’s masterpiece,
highlighting why it remains an essential read in contemporary economic discourse.

The Enduring Legacy of Robert Heilbroner’s Work

Robert Heilbroner’s approach in The Worldly Philosophers is distinct for its narrative style
and humanistic insight. Unlike textbooks focused heavily on mathematical models or



policy prescriptions, Heilbroner centers the story on the economists themselves—their
aspirations, contradictions, and the historical moments that shaped their thinking. This
method creates an engaging exploration of economic ideas as living philosophies rather
than abstract theories.

The book’s organization follows a chronological progression, tracing the birth of modern
economics from the Enlightenment to the mid-20th century, thereby providing readers a
comprehensive timeline of intellectual evolution. Heilbroner’s focus on the "worldly"
aspect—how economic ideas interact with real-world events and power
structures—illuminates the practical relevance of these philosophies. Such an approach
has made the book popular in both economics and liberal arts courses, bridging gaps
between disciplines.

Key Economists Featured and Their Contributions

Robert Heilbroner profiles a select group of economists who collectively shaped the
trajectory of economic thought:

Adam Smith: Often dubbed the father of economics, Smith’s concept of the
“invisible hand” and his emphasis on free markets and division of labor laid the
foundational principles of classical economics.

Karl Marx: A radical critic of capitalism, Marx’s analysis of class struggle and
historical materialism offered a counterpoint that influenced both political
movements and academic debates.

John Maynard Keynes: Keynes revolutionized economics with his theories on
government intervention and demand management, particularly in response to the
Great Depression.

Joseph Schumpeter: Known for his theory of creative destruction, Schumpeter
highlighted the dynamic nature of capitalism and its cycles of innovation and
obsolescence.

Thorstein Veblen: An institutional economist, Veblen critiqued consumer culture
and the social implications of economic behavior.

Each economist is presented not only through their theoretical contributions but also
within the context of their personal histories and the societal upheavals they witnessed.
This biographical lens adds depth and nuance to their philosophies, emphasizing how
ideas are products of their times.



Analyzing Heilbroner’s Narrative and Style

One of the defining features of Robert Heilbroner the worldly philosophers is its
readability and engagement. Heilbroner’s prose is clear, eloquent, and devoid of the dense
jargon that often alienates readers from economic texts. This accessibility broadens the
book’s appeal beyond academic economists to policymakers, historians, and general
readers interested in understanding the forces shaping economic life.

The author’s investigative tone is balanced and professional, neither idolizing nor
dismissing the economists he profiles. Instead, Heilbroner critically examines their ideas,
acknowledging strengths and limitations alike. For example, while he praises Smith’s
pioneering work, he also points to the oversimplifications in Smith’s assumptions about
human behavior. Similarly, Marx’s insights into capitalism’s contradictions are presented
alongside critiques of his determinism and political prescriptions.

This balanced evaluation invites readers to engage actively with the material, fostering
critical thinking about economic theories rather than passive acceptance. The inclusion of
social, political, and historical contexts enriches the analysis, illustrating how economics is
intertwined with broader human endeavors.

Thematic Depth and Contemporary Relevance

Beyond biographical storytelling, The Worldly Philosophers tackles enduring themes such
as the nature of wealth, the role of government, inequality, and economic justice.
Heilbroner’s exploration of these issues resonates with modern debates about
globalization, capitalism’s sustainability, and the social responsibilities of markets.

For instance, the discussion of Keynesian economics in the book highlights the ongoing
relevance of fiscal policies in managing economic crises, as seen in recent responses to
global recessions. Similarly, Marx’s critique of capitalism continues to influence
discussions about wealth distribution and labor rights.

Moreover, Heilbroner’s focus on the “worldly” aspect underscores the importance of
viewing economic systems as embedded within cultural and political frameworks. This
perspective encourages interdisciplinary approaches and cautions against purely technical
or mechanistic views of economics.

Strengths and Limitations of The Worldly
Philosophers

While Robert Heilbroner the worldly philosophers is celebrated for its narrative strength
and intellectual breadth, it is important to note some limitations in its scope and approach:

Strengths:



Engaging and accessible writing style suitable for a broad audience.

Comprehensive coverage of major economic thinkers and their historical
contexts.

Balanced and critical analysis fostering nuanced understanding.

Integration of economics with social and political dimensions.

Limitations:

Focus primarily on Western economists, with limited attention to non-Western
economic thought.

Lack of detailed discussion on mathematical or technical economic models.

Some critics argue that the book’s narrative sometimes oversimplifies complex
theories to maintain readability.

Updates needed to reflect post-20th-century developments in economics.

Despite these limitations, the book’s enduring popularity and frequent revisions by
Heilbroner himself demonstrate its continued relevance and adaptability to changing
intellectual landscapes.

The Evolution of Editions and Modern Interpretations

Since its initial release, Robert Heilbroner the worldly philosophers has undergone
multiple editions, each incorporating new economists and contemporary issues. Later
editions include figures such as Milton Friedman and contemporary discussions about
capitalism’s future, reflecting how economic thought continues evolving.

These updates ensure that the book remains a living document, relevant to current
students and scholars grappling with new economic challenges such as technological
disruption, environmental sustainability, and globalization. Heilbroner’s foundational
framework provides a lens through which these modern phenomena can be interpreted
and understood.

---

In sum, Robert Heilbroner the worldly philosophers offers a richly textured exploration of
economic thought, blending biography, history, and philosophy in a manner that is both



intellectually rigorous and accessible. Its reflective and investigative tone invites readers
to appreciate the complexity of economic ideas and their profound impact on society,
making it a timeless resource in the study of economics and beyond.

Robert Heilbroner The Worldly Philosophers
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arguments with brilliantly clear commentary (New York Times Book Review).
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their functioning Free market purists claim that the state is an inefficient institution that does little
for society beyond providing stability and protection. The activities related to distributing resources
and economic growth, they say, are better left to the invisible hand of the marketplace. These
notions now seem tragically misguided in the wake of the 2008 market collapse and bailout. Mark
Martinez describes how the flawed myth of the invisible hand distorted our understanding of how
modern capitalist markets developed and actually work. Martinez draws from history to illustrate
that political processes and the state are not only instrumental in making capitalist markets work
but that there would be no capitalist markets or wealth creation without state intervention. He
brings his story up to the present day to show how the seeds of an unprecedented government
intervention in the financial markets were sown in past actions. The Myth of the Free Market is a
fascinating and accessible introduction to comparative economic systems as well as an incisive
refutation of the standard mantras of neoclassical free market economic theory.
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Nouriel Roubini, Stephen Mihm, 2010-05-11 Nouriel Roubini ist der neue Superstar der Ökonomie.
Kein anderer Ökonom hat so frühzeitig und präzise vor der Wirtschaftskrise gewarnt wie er.
Zunächst von Fachkollegen ungläubig bestaunt, haben sich seine Prognosen als äußerst treff - sicher
erwiesen. In seinem Buch liefert er eine große und fundierte Analyse der Krise und beantwortet die
wichtigsten Fragen, die Wirtschaft, Politik und Gesellschaft aktuell bewegen, wie: Wer ist schuld an
der Krise, die Märkte oder der Staat? Was ist die Zukunft des Kapitalismus? Wie können wir das



globale Wirtschaftssystem reformieren, um zukünftige Krisen zu verhindern? Roubini erklärt die
globalen wirtschaftlichen Zusammenhänge ganz neu. Er schaut für uns in die Zukunft und sagt, wie
die Weltwirtschaft aus der Krise herauskommen kann und draußen bleiben wird.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Economic Thinkers David A. Dieterle,
2013-08-08 Who are the individuals whose novel ideas, writings, and philosophies have influenced
economics throughout history—and in doing so, have helped change the world? This encyclopedia
provides a readable study of economics by examining the great economists themselves. This book
presents biographies of 200 economic thinkers throughout history, supplying a one-stop reference
about the men and women whose ideas, writings, and philosophies created the foundation of our
current understanding of economics. Depicting their subjects within the contexts of history,
development economics, and econometrics, these biographies provide an insightful overview of the
world of economics through the economists of significance and the many subdisciplines, topics, eras,
and philosophies they represent. Economic Thinkers: A Biographical Encyclopedia begins by
describing economic thinkers in ancient Greece and Rome, moves through history to cover
economists in the 15th through 19th centuries, and addresses economic theory in the 20th century
and the modern era. Written to be easily accessible and highly readable, the work will appeal to
students, scholars, general readers, and anyone interested in learning about the historical and
philosophical foundation of economics.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Mr. Smith und das Paradies Georg von
Wallwitz, 2023-04-17 Gier, Angst und Schrecken? Ist der Finanzkapitalismus vor allem da, um
Nicht-Bescheidwisser das Fürchten zu lehren? Georg von Wallwitz unternimmt den gewohnt
augenzwinkernden Versuch, zu erklären, was viele für unerträglich kompliziert halten: Wie »unser«
Kapitalismus entstand; wer ihn sich ausgedacht hat; wofür er gut ist und wofür nicht; wie man ein
Land ruiniert oder es vermeidet; wie man der Armut entgeht; warum man Steuern zahlen soll;
Gerechtigkeit und Verteilung; Krisen und Wachstum; Gier und Banken; Real- und Finanzwirtschaft;
und: Spielt Geld überhaupt eine Rolle? »Eine humorvolle Einführung in die Grundlagen unseres
Wirtschaftssystems.« Focus
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Economix - erweiterte Neuauflage Michael
Goodwin, 2020-07-17 Die erste umfassende Wirtschaftsgeschichte in Comicform. Alle sprechen von
Ökonomie, aber was versteckt sich hinter all den hochtrabenden Worten und Theorien? Was müssen
wir wissen, um verstehen und mitreden zu können? Diesen Fragen hat sich Michael Goodwin
gestellt, und er gibt Antworten. Economix erklärt uns alles, von den Anfängen des modernen
Kapitalismus und seiner Theorien über wirtschaftliche Erfolge und wirtschaftliches Versagen bis zur
stets krisenanfälligen globalisierten Wirtschaft von heute. - die um 32 Seiten erweiterte und
aktualisierte Neuausgabe des Erfolgstitels - mit einem neuen Vorwort von Rudolf Hickel
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Adolph Lowe als Wirtschaftsphilosoph Fenja
Wiechel-Kramüller, 2020-12-29 Adolph Lowe (1893–1995) gehörte in den 1920er Jahren zu den
einflussreichsten Ökonomen Deutschlands. Er arbeitete im Wirtschaftsministerium der Weimarer
Republik, baute als Leiter der Konjunkturabteilung das Kieler Weltwirtschaftsinstitut entscheidend
auf und lehrte Wirtschaftswissenschaften am Institut für Sozialforschung an der Universität
Frankfurt. Bis zur Machtergreifung der Nationalsozialisten. Gemeinsam mit Max Horkheimer, Paul
Tillich und Karl Mannheim stand er ab 1933 weit oben auf der Liste der Verfolgten und floh mit
seiner Familie über Genf und Paris nach Manchester. Karriere machte er schließlich an der New
School for Social Research in New York. Doch anders als viele seiner Freunde und Fachkollegen ist
er bisher in Deutschland noch immer recht unbekannt. Dieses Buch möchte das ändern. Die Autorin
holt Lowes Werk wieder hervor und bettet es in die aktuelle Wirtschaftsphilosophie ein. Das Buch ist
eine Zeitreise in die Weimarer Republik, die Anfänge der deutschsprachigen Konjunkturforschung,
Kieler Universitätsgeschichte sowie die Entwicklung des ökonomischen Denkens.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Historische Soziologie der Wirtschaft
Gertraude Mikl-Horke, 2015-04-28 Historisch-soziale Grundlagen des Wirtschaftens und des
Wirtschaftsdenkens von einer der bedeutendsten Wirtschaftssoziologinnen schlechthin. Das Buch



wendet sich dennoch als Lehrbuch vorwiegend an Studenten.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Praxisbuch Der Toyota Weg Jeffrey K. Liker,
Liker Jeffrey K., 2007-03-07 Toyota ist Sinnbild für beispielhafte Unternehmensführung und das
beneidenswerte Geschick, sich perfekt an veränderte Gegebenheiten anzupassen – und eines der
weltweit erfolgreichsten Unternehmen. Der Konzern bricht einen Gewinnrekord nach dem anderen,
während viele seiner Wettbewerber Marktanteile verlieren und mit Mühe überhaupt schwarze
Zahlen schreiben. Das bewährte Erfolgsrezept, das dahinter steckt, ist schlicht und ergreifend eine
funktionierende Unternehmenskultur und -ethik. Eine wichtige Realität des Toyota-Wegs lautet, dass
es immer mehr als einen Weg gibt, um das erwünschte Ergebnis zu erzielen. Wichtig ist
dazuzulernen, über das Gelernte nachzudenken, es anzuwenden, über den gesamten Prozess zu
reflektieren und alle Aspekte kontinuierlich auf eine Art und Weise zu verbessern, die die
Organisation langfristig stärkt. Das gute am Toyota-Konzept: Es ist, wie Jeffrey K. Liker und David
Meier in diesem Fieldbook beweisen, leicht auf andere Unternehmen übertragbar. In ihrem
Begleitbuch zu dem internationalen Bestseller »Die Toyota-Methode« arbeiten die beiden Autoren
die Firmenphilosophie und die Ideen heraus, die den überwältigenden Erfolg von Toyota ermöglicht
haben, und beschreiben Schritt für Schritt, wie dieses Wissen auf andere Unternehmen übertragen
werden kann. Der Leser bekommt mit diesem Werk einen Leitfaden an die Hand, der ihm mit vielen
anschaulichen Beispielen vor Augen führt, wie er die Stärken Toyotas effizient für den eigenen
Erfolg einsetzen kann.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Economic Insanity Roger Terry, 1995-09 This
provocative proposal exposes the misconceptions that drive our economic system and offers
systematic and revolutionary solutions. Economic Insanity questions the most basic assumptions
behind our economic system and argues that its entire structure must be challenged. Terry
challenges readers to stop looking for answers within the system and look instead to changing the
system.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: Wachstumsstrategien für
Familienunternehmen Joachim Schwass, 2007-08-20 Das Familienunternehmen ist zweifellos die
älteste Betriebsform. Allerdings ist es nicht zwingend ein Erfolgsmodell: Die meisten
Familienunternehmen scheitern in der zweiten oder dritten Generation. Fehler werden besonders
beim Übergang vom Senior auf den Junior gemacht. Wer in Familienunternehmen und mit
Familienunternehmen arbeitet, muss die charakteristischen Schwachpunkte kennen und verstehen,
um sie rechtzeitig bekämpfen zu können - bevor sie sich zu einer Krise auswachsen. Dies ist zugleich
die große Barriere, die überwunden werden muss. Wenn man versucht, die Aufmerksamkeit zum
ersten Mal auf die besonderen Bedürfnisse von Familienunternehmen zu lenken, muss man
beachten: Die große Mehrheit der Eigentümer und Manager von Familienbetrieben fühlt sich
äußerst unwohl bei dem Gedanken, die Beziehungen zwischen Familie und Unternehmen
aufzudecken und analysieren zu lassen. Dr. Joachim Schwass stellt herausragende
Familienunternehmen vor und zeigt auf, mit welchem Erfolg sie geführt werden, mit welchen
Schwierigkeiten sie zu kämfen hatten und wie sie diese mit aktiver Planung beseitigen konnten.
  robert heilbroner the worldly philosophers: The Price of Everything Eduardo Porter,
2011-01-04 Everything has a price, but it isn't always obvious what that price is. Many of the prices
we pay seem to make little sense. We shell out $2.29 for a coffee at Starbucks when a nearly
identical brew can be had at the corner deli for less than a dollar. We may be less willing to give
blood for $25 than to donate it for free. Americans hire cheap illegal immigrants to fix the roof or
mow the lawn, and vote for politicians who promise to spend billions to keep them out of the
country. And citizens of the industrialized West pay hundreds of dollars a year in taxes or cash for
someone to cart away trash that would be a valuable commodity in poorer parts of the world. The
Price of Everything starts with a simple premise: there is a price behind each choice that we make,
whether we're deciding to have a baby, drive a car, or buy a book. We often fail to appreciate just
how critical prices are as a motivating force shaping our lives. But their power becomes clear when
distorted prices steer our decisions the wrong way. Eduardo Porter uncovers the true story behind



the prices we pay and reveals what those prices are actually telling us. He takes us on a global
economic adventure, from comparing the relative price of a vote in corrupt São Tomé and in the
ostensibly uncorrupt United States, to assessing the cost of happiness in Bhutan, to deducing the
dollar value we assign to human life. His unique approach helps explain: * Why polygamous societies
actually place a higher value on women than monogamous ones. * Why someone may find more
value in a $14 million license plate than the standard issue, $95 one. * Why some government
agencies believe one year of life for a senior citizen is four times more valuable than that of a
younger person. Porter weaves together the constant-and often unconscious-cost and value
assessments we all make every day. While exploring the fascinating story behind the price of
everything from marriage and death to mattresses and horsemeat, Porter draws unexpected
connections that bridge a wide range of disciplines and cultures. The result is a cogent and
insightful narrative about how the world really works. Watch a Video
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