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religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach opens an intriguing
window into how faith, spirituality, and religious symbols are woven into the
fabric of everyday life through media, music, film, fashion, and even social
media. This intersection is far from incidental; it reflects how societies
negotiate meaning, identity, and power in contemporary times. By exploring
religion and popular culture through a cultural studies lens, we gain deeper
insight into the ways religious narratives and imagery are both consumed and
reinterpreted by diverse audiences.

Understanding the Intersection of Religion and
Popular Culture

Religion and popular culture might seem like separate domains at first
glance—one often associated with tradition and sacredness, the other with
entertainment and mass appeal. However, when examined from a cultural studies
approach, they reveal a dynamic interplay where religious ideas are not only
preserved but transformed and disseminated through popular media.

Cultural studies, as a multidisciplinary field, examines cultural phenomena
in their social and political contexts. It pays special attention to how
power relations, identity, and meaning are constructed and contested. This
approach is particularly useful in unpacking how religion functions within
popular culture, not merely as a backdrop but as an active agent shaping
beliefs, behaviors, and cultural norms.

The Role of Media in Shaping Religious Narratives

One of the primary ways religion enters popular culture is through media.
Television shows, movies, music videos, and novels frequently incorporate
religious themes, symbols, or characters. These representations often reflect
broader societal attitudes toward religion and spirituality, ranging from
reverence to critique or satire.

For instance, Hollywood films like *The Passion of the Christ* or TV series
like *The Chosen* highlight religious stories that resonate deeply with
audiences, rekindling interest and devotion. Conversely, shows like
*Supernatural* or *Good Omens* blend religious motifs with fantasy and humor,
illustrating how popular culture can demystify and humanize sacred themes.

Media also plays a central role in the commodification of religion, where
spiritual symbols become fashion statements or marketing tools. This can lead
to debates about authenticity and cultural appropriation, particularly when
sacred elements are detached from their original religious contexts.



A Cultural Studies Approach to Religion in
Popular Music

Music is a powerful medium for expressing faith and spirituality, but it also
serves as a space where religious meanings are negotiated and reshaped. From
gospel and Christian rock to hip-hop and pop, religious references permeate
lyrics, performances, and music videos.

Religious Symbolism and Identity in Music

Many artists draw upon religious imagery to communicate messages of hope,
struggle, or redemption. For example, gospel music has historically been a
source of comfort and resistance in African American communities, blending
religious devotion with social activism.

In contemporary pop culture, artists like Kanye West have openly incorporated
Christian themes into their music and public personas, sparking discussions
about the boundaries between celebrity, faith, and commerce. This illustrates
how religion in popular music can challenge established notions of
spirituality by blending sacred and secular identities.

Subversion and Reinterpretation

Some musicians use religious symbols in provocative ways to question
institutional religion or explore personal spirituality. Madonna’s use of
Catholic imagery in her performances during the 1980s and 1990s, for example,
sparked both admiration and controversy, highlighting tensions between
reverence and rebellion.

This subversive use of religion in popular culture reflects broader cultural
shifts, where traditional religious authority is questioned, and spirituality
becomes more individualized and eclectic.

Religion, Popular Culture, and Identity
Formation

A key focus of cultural studies is how identities are formed and expressed
through cultural practices. Religion and popular culture intersect
significantly in shaping people’s sense of self and community.

The Role of Fandom and Participatory Culture

Fans of religious-themed media often engage in active interpretation and
creative expression, such as fan fiction, artwork, or online discussions.
This participatory culture allows individuals to personalize religious
narratives, making them relevant to their own experiences.

For example, fan communities around shows like *Supernatural* or *The Walking



Dead* sometimes explore theological questions raised by the narratives,
blending religious inquiry with popular culture engagement. These spaces
become sites where religion is lived and experienced outside formal
institutions.

Negotiating Tradition and Modernity

Popular culture also provides a platform for negotiating the tension between
traditional religious values and contemporary lifestyles. This is evident in
youth culture, where music, fashion, and social media are arenas for
expressing both religious affiliation and modern identities.

For many young people, religion in popular culture offers a flexible
framework to explore spirituality without rigid dogma, reflecting broader
trends toward individualized belief systems. This challenges religious
institutions to reconsider how they engage with modern audiences in a rapidly
changing cultural landscape.

Challenges and Critiques from a Cultural
Studies Perspective

While the integration of religion into popular culture can foster dialogue
and creativity, it also raises critical questions about representation,
power, and authenticity.

Commercialization and Commodification

One critique centers on the commercialization of religion, where spiritual
symbols and practices are marketed for profit. This can dilute the sacredness
of religious traditions and alienate believers who see their faith reduced to
consumer products.

Examples range from fashion brands using religious iconography to music
festivals that blend spirituality with entertainment. Cultural studies
scholars examine how this commodification reflects broader capitalist
dynamics and affects the way religion is experienced in everyday life.

Representation and Stereotyping

Popular culture often presents simplified or stereotypical portrayals of
religious groups, which can reinforce misunderstandings and prejudice. For
instance, portrayals of Islam in Western media sometimes focus narrowly on
extremism, overshadowing the diversity within the faith.

A cultural studies approach encourages critical engagement with these
portrayals, advocating for more nuanced and respectful representations that
acknowledge complexity and diversity.



Practical Insights for Engaging with Religion
and Popular Culture

For educators, creators, and consumers interested in the crossroads of
religion and popular culture, a cultural studies approach offers valuable
tools.

Critical Awareness: Always consider the context and power dynamics
behind religious representations in media.

Interdisciplinary Learning: Combining insights from sociology,
anthropology, media studies, and theology enriches understanding.

Encouraging Dialogue: Use popular culture as a starting point for
conversations about faith, identity, and social issues.

Respecting Diversity: Recognize the pluralistic ways people engage with
religion beyond institutional boundaries.

These strategies can foster more meaningful and inclusive discussions about
the role religion plays in shaping cultural landscapes today.

Exploring religion and popular culture through a cultural studies approach
reveals a vibrant, complex terrain where sacred and secular intersect. It
challenges us to rethink assumptions about faith, media, and identity,
encouraging a deeper appreciation of how culture shapes—and is shaped by—our
spiritual lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of studying religion through
a cultural studies approach?

Studying religion through a cultural studies approach allows for an
exploration of how religious beliefs, practices, and symbols intersect with
popular culture, media, and everyday life, revealing the dynamic and
negotiated nature of religious meaning in contemporary society.

How does popular culture influence contemporary
religious practices?

Popular culture influences contemporary religious practices by shaping how
religious ideas and rituals are expressed and experienced, often blending
traditional beliefs with modern media, entertainment, and consumer goods,
thereby making religion more accessible and relevant to diverse audiences.

In what ways do religious themes appear in popular



culture?

Religious themes appear in popular culture through films, music, literature,
television, and art, often addressing moral questions, spiritual journeys,
apocalyptic narratives, and symbolism, which reflect and challenge societal
values and beliefs.

Can popular culture serve as a site for religious
expression and identity formation?

Yes, popular culture can serve as a site for religious expression and
identity formation by providing platforms where individuals and communities
negotiate their faith, create new spiritual meanings, and engage with
religious traditions in innovative and personalized ways.

What role does media play in shaping perceptions of
religion in popular culture?

Media plays a crucial role in shaping perceptions of religion by framing
religious stories, controversies, and figures in ways that influence public
understanding, often highlighting conflicts, dramatizing beliefs, or
promoting particular interpretations that affect how religion is viewed
culturally.

How do cultural studies scholars analyze the
relationship between religion and popular culture?

Cultural studies scholars analyze this relationship by examining texts,
practices, and audiences to understand how religion is represented,
contested, and transformed within popular culture, emphasizing power
dynamics, identity politics, and globalization.

What impact does globalization have on the
interaction between religion and popular culture?

Globalization facilitates the cross-cultural exchange of religious ideas and
popular cultural forms, leading to hybrid expressions of faith, the spread of
new religious movements, and the global circulation of religious media, which
reshape local and global religious landscapes.

How do fan communities contribute to the religious
dimensions of popular culture?

Fan communities often engage deeply with religious narratives and symbolism
found in popular culture, creating rituals, interpretations, and communal
experiences that mirror religious devotion, thereby contributing to the
sacralization of popular cultural texts.

What challenges arise when analyzing religion and
popular culture from a cultural studies perspective?

Challenges include navigating the diversity and fluidity of religious
beliefs, avoiding essentialism, addressing power imbalances, interpreting



symbolic meanings across different contexts, and critically engaging with
both scholarly and popular representations without bias.

Additional Resources
Religion and Popular Culture: A Cultural Studies Approach

religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach offers a nuanced
lens through which scholars, critics, and observers can examine the dynamic
interplay between sacred beliefs and mass media expressions. This
intersection reveals how religious themes, symbols, and narratives permeate
everyday cultural artifacts—from films and music to fashion and social
media—shaping public perceptions and individual identities alike. By
employing cultural studies frameworks, researchers can move beyond simplistic
binaries of sacred versus secular to uncover the complex negotiations and
reconfigurations of meaning that occur when religion meets popular culture.

Understanding the Intersection: Religion and
Popular Culture through Cultural Studies

Cultural studies as an interdisciplinary field emphasizes the importance of
context, power relations, and ideology in the production and consumption of
cultural texts. When applied to religion and popular culture, this approach
investigates how religious ideas are commodified, contested, and transformed
within popular media landscapes. It recognizes that popular culture is not
merely a passive reflection of religious beliefs but an active site where
religious identities are constructed, challenged, and disseminated.

This approach contrasts traditional theological or purely sociological
analyses by focusing on the lived experiences of audiences and the socio-
political environments influencing cultural productions. For example, a
cultural studies perspective might analyze how Christian iconography is
repurposed in superhero movies or how hip-hop artists incorporate spiritual
motifs to negotiate urban identities.

Key Themes in Religion and Popular Culture

Several recurring themes emerge when exploring religion and popular culture
through a cultural studies approach:

Representation and Reinterpretation: Popular culture often reimagines
religious symbols and stories, sometimes secularizing or altering them
to fit contemporary narratives. This can lead to debates about
authenticity and appropriation.

Consumption and Identity Formation: Audiences engage with religious
content in popular culture to shape personal or communal identities,
sometimes blending religious traditions with popular trends.

Power and Resistance: Popular culture can both reinforce dominant
religious ideologies and provide spaces for marginalized groups to



express alternative spiritualities or critique institutional religion.

Globalization and Hybridization: The global flow of media has led to
cross-cultural exchanges where religious elements merge with local
popular culture, creating hybrid forms that challenge traditional
boundaries.

Analyzing Popular Media: Case Studies and
Cultural Impact

Examining specific examples reveals how religion and popular culture
intersect in diverse and meaningful ways.

Film and Television

Hollywood has a long history of integrating religious themes, from biblical
epics like "The Ten Commandments" to contemporary series such as "The
Chosen," which dramatizes the life of Jesus. Cultural studies scholars
analyze how these portrayals shape public understanding of religion, often
highlighting tensions between artistic license and doctrinal accuracy.

Moreover, genres like horror frequently draw on religious fears and
symbols—exorcism films, for example, invoke Catholic rituals and beliefs to
explore themes of evil and redemption. These films not only entertain but
also reflect societal anxieties about faith and morality.

Music and Popular Culture

Music genres such as gospel, Christian rock, and hip-hop have become rich
sites for exploring religious expression within popular culture. Artists
often blend sacred lyrics with contemporary beats, reaching wider audiences
and challenging conventional boundaries between the sacred and the profane.

For instance, the rise of “gospel rap” illustrates how religious messages
adapt to urban cultural forms, providing both spiritual inspiration and
social commentary. This fusion exemplifies how cultural studies approaches
focus on audience reception and identity negotiation.

Fashion and Visual Culture

Religious symbols—crosses, hijabs, turbans—have found new meanings in fashion
and visual culture. Designers incorporate these elements into global fashion
trends, sometimes sparking debates over cultural appropriation versus
appreciation. Cultural studies perspectives emphasize the importance of
context, intent, and power dynamics in these exchanges.

Additionally, social media platforms amplify these interactions, enabling
individuals to curate religious identities through visual self-presentation,



blending traditional symbols with contemporary aesthetics.

Challenges and Critiques in the Cultural
Studies Approach

While the cultural studies approach enriches understanding of religion and
popular culture, it also faces significant challenges:

Over-secularization: Critics argue that emphasizing popular culture
risks reducing religion to mere cultural artifacts, neglecting personal
faith and institutional dimensions.

Interpretive Ambiguity: The multiplicity of meanings in popular culture
complicates definitive readings of religious content, requiring careful
contextual analysis to avoid misinterpretation.

Ethical Sensitivities: Engaging with sacred symbols in secular contexts
raises questions about respect and potential offense, which scholars
must navigate responsibly.

Global Diversity: The vast variety of religious traditions and cultural
contexts challenges any universal framework, necessitating localized
studies and sensitivity to particularities.

Despite these challenges, the cultural studies approach remains invaluable
for its capacity to reveal how religion continues to influence and be
influenced by the forces of popular culture in the contemporary world.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Digital technology and social media have accelerated the interaction between
religion and popular culture, enabling unprecedented levels of participation
and creativity. Virtual worship spaces, meme cultures, and influencer-led
faith communities illustrate new modalities of religious expression and
cultural negotiation.

Furthermore, the increasing visibility of non-Western religious traditions in
global media broadens the scope of cultural studies, encouraging comparative
analyses and fostering intercultural dialogue.

In this evolving landscape, scholars must remain attentive to how popular
culture shapes not only religious imagery but also lived spirituality,
communal belonging, and ethical frameworks across diverse societies.

The fusion of religion and popular culture through the lens of cultural
studies thus offers a vital toolkit for unpacking the complexities of faith
in the modern age, highlighting the ongoing dialogue between tradition and
innovation, sacred and secular, individual and collective.
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aesthetics of religion. Editors Anne Koch and Katharina Wilkens bring together research in cultural
studies, cognitive studies, material religion, religion and the arts, and epistemology. Questions of
identity, gender, ethnicity, and postcolonialism are discussed throughout. Key topics include
materiality, embodiment, performance, popular/vernacular art and space to move beyond a sensory
understanding of aesthetics. Emerging areas of research are covered, including secular aesthetics
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modern technologies have transformed how religion is communicated and portrayed. Divided into
five parts, the Handbook opens with a state-of-the-art overview of the subject’s intellectual
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approaches to communication, media, and religion. Subsequent sections focus on institutional and
functional perspectives, theological and cultural approaches, and new approaches in digital
technologies. The essays provide insight into a wide range of topics, including religious use of
media, religious identity, audience gratification, religious broadcasting, religious content in
entertainment, films and religion, news reporting about religion, race and gender, the sex-religion
matrix, religious crisis communication, public relations and advertising, televangelism, pastoral
ministry, death and the media, online religion, future directions in religious communication, and
more. Explores the increasing role of media in creating religious identity and communicating
religious experience Discusses the development and evolution of the communication practices of
various religious bodies Covers all major media sources including radio, television, film, press,
digital online content, and social media platforms Presents key empirical research, real-world case
studies, and illustrative examples throughout Encompasses a variety of perspectives, including
individual and institutional actors, academic and theoretical areas, and different forms of
communication media Explores media and religion in Judeo-Christian traditions, Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism, religions of Africa, Atheism, and others The Handbook of Religion and Communication is
an essential resource for scholars, academic researchers, practical theologians, seminarians, mass
communication researchers, and undergraduate and graduate students taking courses on media and
religion.
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Material Religion Pooyan Tamimi Arab, Jennifer Scheper Hughes, S. Brent Rodríguez-Plate,
2023-09-01 The Routledge Handbook of Material Religion places objects and bodies at the center of
scholarly studies of religious life and practice. Propelling forward the study of material religion, the
Handbook first reveals the deep philosophical roots of its key categories and then advances new
critical analytics, such as queer materialities, inescapable material entanglements, and hyperobjects
that explode the small-scale personal view on religions. The Handbook comprises thirty chapters,
written by an international team of contributors who offer a global perspective of religious pasts and
presents, divided into four thematic parts: Genealogies of Material Religion Materializing the Terms
of the Study of Religion Entanglements, Entrapment, Escaping Hyperobjects, or How Ginormous
Things Affect Religions In these four parts, the study of material religion is redirected towards
systematic, critical interrogations of the imbrication of religious structures of power with racial,



economic, political, and gendered forms of domination. From Spinoza’s political theology to African
philosophies of ubuntu; from the queer materialities of Mesoamerican religion to the Satanic Temple
of the United States; from Islamic love and sacrifice in human-animal entanglements to Shia
militants’ attachment to weaponry; from epidemic cataclysm in Latin America to vast infrastructures
and the gathering of millions in India’s Kumbh Mela, the study of material religion proves to be the
study par excellence of the human condition. The Handbook is essential reading for students and
researchers in religious studies, anthropology, history, and media studies, and will also be of interest
to those in related fields such as archeology, sociology, and philosophy.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: That All May Flourish Laura M.
Hartman, 2018 Can humans flourish without destroying the earth? In this book, experts on many of
the world's major and minor religious traditions address the question of human and earth
flourishing. Each chapter considers specific religious ideas and specific environmental harms.
Chapters are paired and the authors work in dialogue with one another. Taken together, the
chapters reveal that the question of flourishing is deceptively simple. Most would agree that humans
should flourish without destroying the earth. But not all humans have equal opportunities to flourish.
Additionally, on a basic physical level any human flourishing must, of necessity, cause some harm.
These considerations of the price and distribution of flourishing raise unique questions about the
status of humans and nature. This book represents a step toward reconciliation: that people and
their ecosystems may live in peace, that people from different religious worldviews may engage in
productive dialogue; in short, that all may flourish.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: The Myth Awakens Ken Derry,
John C. Lyden, 2018-09-13 The trailers for Star Wars: The Force Awakens made a strong impression
on fans. Many were excited by what they saw as a return to the spirit of George Lucas's 1977
creation. Others--including several white supremacy groups--were upset and offended by key
differences, most notably the shift away from a blond, blue-eyed, male protagonist. When the film
was finally released, reactions similarly seemed to hinge on whether or not The Force Awakens
renewed the mythic aspects of the original trilogy in ways that fans approved of. The Myth Awakens
examines the religious implications of this phenomenon, considering the ways in which myth can
function to reinforce traditional social and political values. In their analyses the authors of this book
reflect on fan responses in relation to various elements of (and changes to) the Star Wars
canon--including toys, video games, and novels, as well as several of the films. They do so using a
variety of critical tools, drawing from studies of gender, race, psychology, politics, authority, music,
ritual, and memory.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: The Routledge Companion to
the Practice of Christian Theology Mike Higton, Jim Fodor, 2015-03-24 This Companion
introduces readers to the practice of Christian theology, covering what theologians do, why they do
it, and what steps readers can take in order to become theological practitioners themselves. The
volume aims to capture the variety of practices involved in doing theology, highlighting the virtues
that guide them and the responsibilities that shape them. It also shows that the description of these
practices, virtues and responsibilities is itself theological: what Christian theologians do is shaped by
the wider practices and beliefs of Christianity. Written by a team of leading theologians, the
Companion provides a unique resource for students and scholars of theology alike.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: Key Concepts in Critical Cultural
Studies Linda Steiner, Clifford Christians, 2010-10-01 This volume brings together sixteen essays on
key and intersecting topics in critical cultural studies from major scholars in the field. Taking into
account the vicissitudes of political, social, and cultural issues, the contributors engage deeply with
the evolving understanding of critical concepts such as history, community, culture, identity, politics,
ethics, globalization, and technology. The essays address the extent to which these concepts have
been useful to scholars, policy makers, and citizens, as well as the ways they must be rethought and
reconsidered if they are to continue to be viable. Each essay considers what is known and
understood about these concepts. The essays give particular attention to how relevant ideas,



themes, and terms were developed, elaborated, and deployed in the work of James W. Carey, the
founding father of cultural studies in the United States. The contributors map how these important
concepts, including Carey's own work with them, have evolved over time and how these concepts
intersect. The result is a coherent volume that redefines the still-emerging field of critical cultural
studies. Contributors are Stuart Allan, Jack Zeljko Bratich, Clifford Christians, Norman Denzin, Mark
Fackler, Robert Fortner, Lawrence Grossberg, Joli Jensen, Steve Jones, John Nerone, Lana Rakow,
Quentin J. Schultze, Linda Steiner, Angharad N. Valdivia, Catherine Warren, Frederick Wasser, and
Barbie Zelizer.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: Religion and Film: The Basics
Jeanette Reedy Solano, 2021-12-24 Religion and Film: The Basics is an accessible and engaging
introduction to the history, diverse approaches, and ideas associated within the study of religion and
film. Referencing films from around the world from the early 20th century to the present day, this
unique introduction includes the following topics: the history and dynamics of religion and film
various methods to approach religion and film the evolution of religion and film scholarship film
genre and theory world religions and film unique themes—from race and gender roles to karma and
redemption A fascinating range of films are discussed, from early silent films such as Hypocrites to
recent releases such as Minari. Five genres are explored, including horror in The Wicker Man (UK)
and Let the Right One In (Sweden), and world religions are analyzed in films such as OMG, The Big
Lebowski, and Malcolm X. Tropes examined include gender in Water, karma in It’s a Wonderful Life,
death in Biutiful, redemption in Magnolia, and evil in Get Out. With helpful features including
recommendations for further study and key films to view, this book is an ideal starting point for
students approaching religion and film for the first time as well as those interested in learning more
about the field while broadening their methods, knowledge of film, and their film canon.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: A Lived Theology of Everyday
Life Michael W. DeLashmutt, 2025-09-18 A Lived Theology of Everyday Life invites readers to
discover how faith and theology intersect with the mundane and extraordinary aspects of daily
living. Drawing from two decades of academic inquiry and personal reflection, Michael DeLashmutt
explores how God’s presence can be found in work, culture, relationships, and even the most
unexpected corners of life. With a unique blend of theological insight, storytelling, and practical
wisdom, this book challenges readers to see theology not as an abstract exercise but as a
transformative practice deeply embedded in the rhythms of everyday existence. Whether through
popular culture, institutional leadership, or the act of making art, DeLashmutt reveals a God who
meets us where we are, calling us into deeper love and meaning in the ordinary.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: Religion: The Basics Malory Nye,
2012-12-06 Is religion the same as culture? How does it fit with life in the modern world? Do you
have to 'believe' to be part of one? From televangelism in the American South to the wearing of hijab
in Britain and Egypt; from the rise of paganism to the aftermath of September 11th, this accessible
guide looks at the ways in which religion interacts with the everyday world in which we live. A
comprehensive introduction to the world of religion, it includes: * religion and culture * how power
operates in religion * gender issues * the role of belief, rituals, and religious texts * religion in the
contemporary world Religion: The Basics offers an invaluable and up-to-date overview for anyone
wanting to find out more about this fascinating subject.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: New Dictionary of Theology:
Historical and Systematic (Second Edition) , 2016-04-21 Since its first publication in 1988, the New
Dictionary of Theology has been widely appreciated by students and readers as a trustworthy and
informative guide. After almost thirty years, however, there are many new writers, issues and
themes on the agenda, for theology does not stand still. Hence, this completely revised second
edition includes over 400 new articles in the full set of over 800. Many of the original articles have
been expanded and updated, and almost all have additional bibliographical references. Since
material on biblical theology is now covered at length in IVP's New Dictionary of Biblical Theology,
this volume is therefore more specifically a dictionary of historical and systematic theology. The New



Dictionary of Theology: Historical and Systematic has an international team of contributors, and
many are acknowledged experts in their fields. The Dictionary combines excellence in scholarship
with a high standard of clarity and insight into current theological issues, yet it avoids being unduly
technical. Students, teachers and ministers, as well as scholars and everyone seeking a better
understanding of theology, will value it as an indispensable reference work. The volume is enhanced
by a spacious and clear design, an extensive and easy-to-use cross-reference system and
bibliographies which feature the best and most readily available works in English.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: New Approaches to the Study
of Religion: Regional, critical, and historical approaches Peter Antes, Armin W. Geertz, Randi
Ruth Warne, 2004 Internationally recognized scholars from many parts of the world provide a
critical survey of recent developments and achievements in the global field of religious studies. The
work follows in the footsteps of two former publications: Classical Approaches to the Study of
Religion, edited by Jacques Waardenburg (1973), and Contemporary Approaches to the Study of
Religion, edited by Frank Whaling (1984/85). New Approaches to the Study of Religion completes
the survey of the comparative study of religion in the twentieth century by focussing on the past two
decades. Many of the chapters, however, are also pathbreaking and point the way to future
approaches.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: The Routledge Research
Companion to Popular Romance Fiction Jayashree Kamblé, Eric Murphy Selinger, Hsu-Ming
Teo, 2020-08-11 Popular romance fiction constitutes the largest segment of the global book market.
Bringing together an international group of scholars, The Routledge Research Companion to Popular
Romance Fiction offers a ground-breaking exploration of this global genre and its remarkable
readership. In recognition of the diversity of the form, the Companion provides a history of the
genre, an overview of disciplinary approaches to studying romance fiction, and critical analyses of
important subgenres, themes, and topics. It also highlights new and understudied avenues of inquiry
for future research in this vibrant and still-emerging field. The first systematic, comprehensive
resource on romance fiction, this Companion will be invaluable to students and scholars, and
accessible to romance readers.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: Defiant Sounds Esther Clinton,
Daniel Nevárez Araújo, Nelson Varas-Díaz, Jeremy Wallach, 2023-03-20 Defiant Sounds: Heavy
Metal Music in the Global South brings together authors working from and/or with the Global South
to reflect on the roles of metal music throughout their respective regions. The essays position metal
music at the epicenter of region-specific experiences of oppression marked by colonialism, ethnic
extermination, political persecution, and war. More importantly, the authors stress how metal music
is used throughout the Global South to face these oppressive experiences, foster hope, and promote
an agenda that seeks to build a better world.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: Apocalyptic Chic Barbara
Brodman, James E. Doan, 2017-10-10 This book deals with legends and images of the apocalypse
and post-apocalypse in film and graphic arts, literature and lore from early to modern times and
from peoples and cultures around the world. It reflects an increasingly popular leitmotif in literature
and visual arts of the 21st century: humanity’s fear of extinction and its quest for survival -- in
revenant, supernatural, or living human form. It is the logical continuation of a series of collected
essays examining the origins and evolution of myths and legends of the supernatural in Western and
non-Western tradition and popular culture. The first two volumes of the series, The Universal
Vampire: Origins and Evolution of a Legend (Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2013) and Images
of the Modern Vampire: The Hip and the Atavistic. (Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2013)
focused on the vampire legend. The third, The Supernatural Revamped: From Timeworn Legends to
Twenty-First-Century Chic (2016), focused on a range of supernatural beings in literature, film, and
other forms of popular culture.
  religion and popular culture a cultural studies approach: An Islamic Worldview from
Turkey John Valk, Halis Albayrak, Mualla Selçuk, 2017-10-31 This book is a journey into the heart of



an Islamic worldview. It asks challenging questions of far-reaching consequence, addressing matters
such as the Qur’an and revelation; rituals and symbols embraced; nature of God, of humans, and of
our knowing; dignity of the human, sacredness of life, and more. It precludes easy, prescribed
answers, preferring instead thoughtful reflection on two basic questions: What does it mean to love
God? What does it mean to be a good person? Carefully crafted responses are presented by a group
of scholars from Qur’an Studies, Worldview Studies, Women’s Studies, Cultural Studies and
Religious Education. It uncovers a dynamic understanding of Islam; one that meets challenges of the
present, counters harsh criticisms, and breathes new life into a rich and longstanding tradition that
continues to impact the lives of billions of people around the world.
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