official language in ecuador

Official Language in Ecuador: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of a Diverse Nation

official language in ecuador serves as a gateway to understanding the country’s rich
cultural heritage and diverse population. Ecuador, located in the northwestern part of South
America, is known not only for its stunning landscapes—from the Amazon rainforest to the
Galapagos Islands—but also for its unique linguistic tapestry. If you're curious about what
language you’ll hear on the streets of Quito or Guayaquil, or want to grasp how language
shapes identity in Ecuador, you're in the right place.

The Official Language in Ecuador: Spanish and
Beyond

When most people ask about the official language in Ecuador, the straightforward answer is
Spanish. Spanish is the predominant language spoken across the country, used in
government, education, media, and daily communication. However, Ecuador’s linguistic
situation is far from one-dimensional.

Spanish: The Dominant Language

Spanish was introduced during the Spanish colonization in the 16th century and quickly
established itself as the primary language for administration and commerce. Today, around
93% of Ecuador’s population speaks Spanish, making it the main language for business,
government, and education. Whether you're visiting the capital city Quito, the coastal
urban hub Guayaquil, or smaller towns, Spanish is the language you’ll encounter most
often.

Learning basic Spanish phrases can be incredibly helpful if you plan to explore Ecuador. For

travelers and expatriates alike, Spanish not only makes communication easier but also
opens the door to a deeper connection with Ecuadorian culture.

Indigenous Languages: Recognized and Protected

While Spanish is the official language, Ecuador is also home to a variety of indigenous
languages that hold official status alongside Spanish. The 2008 Ecuadorian Constitution
made a landmark decision by recognizing these indigenous tongues as official languages,
reflecting the country’s commitment to preserving its cultural diversity.

Some of the most prominent indigenous languages include:

¢ Quechua: Spoken by many indigenous communities primarily in the highlands and



Sierra region, Quechua is one of the most widespread indigenous languages in South
America.

e Shuar: Native to the Amazonian region, Shuar is another important language with
official recognition.

e Other languages: Ecuador recognizes several other indigenous languages such as
Achuar, Cha'palaachi, and Tsafiki.

These languages are integral to the identity of many Ecuadorians and are actively
promoted in education and cultural preservation initiatives. The official recognition has
helped to protect these languages from extinction and foster pride in indigenous heritage.

Language in Education and Government

Understanding the official language in Ecuador also means looking at how languages are
used in public life, especially in schools and government institutions.

Language Policy in Schools

Ecuador’s education system has undergone significant reforms to incorporate bilingual
education, especially in regions with large indigenous populations. Schools in these areas
often teach students in both Spanish and their native indigenous language. This bilingual
approach helps preserve indigenous languages while ensuring that children gain proficiency
in Spanish, which is crucial for broader communication and economic opportunities.

Bilingual education also fosters greater cultural understanding and respect among
Ecuador’s diverse populations, supporting social cohesion in a multilingual society.

Government and Official Documents

All official documents, laws, and government communications are primarily produced in
Spanish. However, in regions where indigenous communities predominate, local
governments may also provide services and information in indigenous languages. This
multilingual approach helps bridge communication gaps and ensures that all Ecuadorians
can access essential services in their native tongue.

The Role of Language in Ecuadorian Culture

Language in Ecuador goes beyond communication—it’'s a vital part of cultural identity and
expression.



Language and Identity

For many indigenous communities, language is a symbol of heritage and a connection to
ancestors. The survival of languages like Quechua and Shuar is closely tied to cultural
rituals, oral histories, and traditional knowledge. Speaking these languages is often seen as
an act of cultural preservation and resistance against historical marginalization.

Spanish Influence and Cultural Fusion

Conversely, Spanish reflects Ecuador’s colonial history and the fusion of European and
indigenous cultures. This blend is evident in Ecuadorian literature, music, and festivals,
where Spanish and indigenous influences come together to create a unique cultural mosaic.

Tips for Learning and Using the Official Language
in Ecuador

If you're planning to visit Ecuador or simply want to appreciate its linguistic richness, here
are some practical tips:

1. Start with Spanish basics: Since Spanish is the dominant language, learning
common phrases and greetings will enhance your travel experience and daily
interactions.

2. Explore indigenous languages: If you're interested in cultural immersion, try
learning a few words in Quechua or Shuar. Many communities are proud to share their
language and traditions with visitors.

3. Respect linguistic diversity: Recognize that Ecuador’s linguistic landscape is
complex. Showing respect for indigenous languages and cultures goes a long way in
building meaningful connections.

4. Use language learning apps: Platforms like Duolingo and Memrise offer courses not
only in Spanish but also in some indigenous languages, which can be a fun way to
start.

Language Challenges and Preservation Efforts

While Ecuador celebrates its multilingualism, there are challenges to maintaining linguistic
diversity. Many indigenous languages face threats from urbanization, migration, and the
dominance of Spanish in media and education. Younger generations may shift toward
Spanish for economic and social reasons, putting some native languages at risk of decline.



In response, various organizations and government programs are dedicated to revitalizing
indigenous languages. These efforts include:

e Creating bilingual educational materials.
e Supporting cultural festivals that highlight indigenous language use.
e Documenting and archiving endangered languages.

e Promoting media content in indigenous languages.

Such initiatives play a crucial role in ensuring that Ecuador’s linguistic heritage remains
vibrant for years to come.

Exploring the official language in Ecuador reveals a fascinating story of history, culture, and
identity. While Spanish dominates as the principal language, the presence and official
recognition of indigenous languages enrich the country’s social fabric. Whether you're a
traveler, language enthusiast, or cultural explorer, understanding this linguistic diversity
offers a deeper appreciation for Ecuador’s unique place in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Ecuador?

The official language of Ecuador is Spanish.

Are there any other official languages in Ecuador
besides Spanish?

Yes, Ecuador recognizes several indigenous languages as official languages in their
respective territories, including Kichwa, Shuar, and others.

Is Kichwa an official language in Ecuador?

Yes, Kichwa, an indigenous Quechuan language, is recognized as an official language in
Ecuador alongside Spanish.

How does Ecuador's constitution address official
languages?

Ecuador's 2008 Constitution declares Spanish as the official language, but also recognizes
ancestral languages of indigenous peoples as official in their territories.



Which indigenous languages are officially recognized in
Ecuador?

Indigenous languages officially recognized in Ecuador include Kichwa, Shuar, Achuar,
Cha'palaachi, and several others spoken by indigenous communities.

Is English an official language in Ecuador?

No, English is not an official language in Ecuador.

How prevalent is Spanish usage in Ecuador compared to
indigenous languages?

Spanish is the most widely spoken language across Ecuador, while indigenous languages
are primarily spoken within indigenous communities.

Does Ecuador promote bilingual education for its official
languages?

Yes, Ecuador promotes bilingual education programs to preserve indigenous languages
alongside Spanish.

Additional Resources

Official Language in Ecuador: A Detailed Exploration of Linguistic Diversity and Policy

official language in ecuador is a topic that extends beyond a mere identification of a
primary tongue. Ecuador’s linguistic landscape is a reflection of its rich cultural heritage,
indigenous roots, and evolving national identity. Understanding the official language in
Ecuador involves delving into constitutional provisions, sociolinguistic realities, and the
impact of multilingualism on education and governance.

The Official Language in Ecuador: Constitutional
Framework and Practical Application

Ecuador’s constitution explicitly recognizes multiple languages, reflecting the country’s
ethnic and cultural diversity. While Spanish is the predominant language spoken by the
majority of the population and serves as the principal language of government, commerce,
and education, the country acknowledges several indigenous languages as official within
the territories where they are spoken.

The 2008 Constitution of Ecuador marks a significant shift in language policy by declaring
Spanish the official language of the state, while also granting official status to Kichwa,
Shuar, and other ancestral languages spoken by indigenous peoples. This inclusive
approach is designed to protect linguistic rights and promote cultural preservation,



acknowledging that language is a fundamental component of identity.

Spanish: The Dominant Language

Spanish, introduced during the Spanish colonization in the 16th century, remains the lingua
franca of Ecuador. It is the language of government institutions, media, education, and
urban centers. Approximately 93% of Ecuadorians speak Spanish, making it the most
widely used language nationwide. Its dominance is reinforced through national policies,
economic activity, and its role as a global language.

Spanish’s widespread use has facilitated national integration and international relations but
has also contributed to the marginalization of indigenous languages. The challenge for
Ecuador lies in balancing the practical necessity of a common language with the
preservation of its linguistic heritage.

Indigenous Languages: Constitutional Recognition and
Sociolinguistic Presence

The official recognition of indigenous languages such as Kichwa (a Quechuan language) and
Shuar is a progressive measure in Ecuador’s language policy. Kichwa is spoken by nearly
13% of the population, primarily in the Andean highlands and Amazonian regions, while
Shuar is prevalent among the Shuar people in the southeastern Amazon.

Other indigenous languages, including Awapit, Cha’palaachi, and Tsafiki, are also
recognized officially within their respective communities. This multilingual policy
underscores Ecuador’'s commitment to cultural diversity and the rights of indigenous
peoples.

However, despite official status, these languages face challenges such as declining
numbers of native speakers, limited representation in media, and insufficient educational
resources. The government, along with various NGOs, has initiated programs to revitalize
these languages through bilingual education and cultural promotion.

Impact of the Official Language Policy on
Education and Governance

Language policies in Ecuador affect multiple sectors, with education and governance being
particularly significant. The official language in Ecuador policy mandates bilingual
intercultural education in areas where indigenous languages are spoken, aiming to provide
instruction in both Spanish and native languages.



Bilingual Intercultural Education

Ecuador’s education system incorporates bilingual intercultural education, which seeks to:

e Preserve indigenous languages and cultures.

e Improve educational outcomes by teaching students in their mother tongue and
Spanish.

e Promote social inclusion and respect for cultural diversity.

This approach has been praised for acknowledging linguistic diversity but faces logistical
challenges, including the shortage of qualified teachers fluent in indigenous languages and
limited educational materials.

Language in Governance and Public Services

While Spanish remains the dominant language in governance, the constitution mandates
the use of indigenous languages in public services within indigenous territories. This
includes legal proceedings, health services, and municipal communication. The practical
implementation of this mandate varies, with urban areas showing less accommodation and
rural indigenous communities benefiting more directly.

Comparative Perspectives: Ecuador’s Language
Policy in Latin America

Ecuador’s multilingual official language policy is part of a broader trend in Latin America,
where countries with significant indigenous populations have begun recognizing multiple
official languages. Bolivia and Paraguay serve as notable comparisons.

- Bolivia recognizes 37 official languages, including Spanish, Quechua, Aymara, and
Guarani, reflecting its diverse indigenous population.

- Paraguay recognizes both Spanish and Guarani as official languages, with Guarani widely
spoken across social classes.

Ecuador’s policy aligns with these examples but remains unique in its specific recognition of
Shuar and other Amazonian languages, highlighting the country’s distinct ethnic
composition.



Advantages and Challenges of Ecuador’s Multilingual
Approach

e Advantages: Promotes cultural preservation, enhances social inclusion, and aligns
with international human rights standards on indigenous peoples’ rights.

e Challenges: Implementation gaps, resource constraints, and tensions between
national unity and cultural autonomy.

The Role of Language in Ecuadorian Identity and
Social Dynamics

Language in Ecuador is more than a communication tool; it is a marker of identity and
social belonging. The recognition of indigenous languages as official underscores their
importance in maintaining cultural continuity and social cohesion.

The interplay between Spanish and indigenous languages reflects broader social dynamics,
including urban-rural divides, generational language shifts, and political movements
advocating for indigenous rights. Bilingualism and multilingualism are common in many
communities, fostering a complex linguistic environment that continues to evolve.

Ecuador’'s commitment to linguistic pluralism signals an awareness of the need to respect
and integrate diverse cultural narratives within the nation-building process.

The official language in Ecuador, therefore, is not a static concept but a dynamic framework
that balances practical communication needs with cultural preservation and social equity.
As Ecuador progresses, ongoing dialogue and policy adjustments will likely shape the future
linguistic landscape, ensuring that language remains a vibrant and inclusive element of
national life.

Official Language In Ecuador
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centre, haggling in its highland markets of Zumbahua or navigating the rivers of the Amazon
rainforest, the Rough Guide steers you to the best hotels, restaurants, stylish bars, caf®s, nightlife
and shopping in Ecuador across every price range. You'll find detailed coverage on staying safe in
Ecuador, practical advice on where to learn Spanish and how to climb Cotopaxi, as well as expert
discussions for Ecuador's history, culture and environmental issues. The Rough Guide to Ecuador
also includes an in-depth account of the Gal€pagos Islands that inspired Darwin, plus a wildlife
guide. With handy information on how to discover Ecuador's best-preserved Inca ruins at Ingapirca
or the windswept grassland wilderness of the p@ramo, the guide provides definitive information on
all corners of this colourful and diverse country, relying on the clearest maps of any guide and
practical language tips. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide to Ecuador.

official language in ecuador: Highland Indians and the State in Modern Ecuador A. Kim
Clark, Marc Becker, 2007-08-26 Highland Indians and the State in Modern Ecuador chronicles the
changing forms of indigenous engagement with the Ecuadorian state since the early nineteenth
century that, by the beginning of the twenty-first century, had facilitated the growth of the strongest
unified indigenous movement in Latin America.Built around nine case studies from nineteenth- and
twentieth-century Ecuador, Highland Indians and the State in Modern Ecuador presents state
formation as an uneven process, characterized by tensions and contradictions, in which Indians and
other subalterns actively participated. It examines how indigenous peoples have attempted,
sometimes successfully, to claim control over state formation in order to improve their relative
position in society. The book concludes with four comparative essays that place indigenous
organizational strategies in highland Ecuador within a larger Latin American historical context.
Highland Indians and the State in Modern Ecuador offers an interdisciplinary approach to the study
of state formation that will be of interest to a broad range of scholars who study how subordinate
groups participate in and contest state formation.

official language in ecuador: The Rough Guide to Ecuador Harry Ades, Melissa Graham, 2003
In addition to options in all price ranges for dining and accommodations, this guide features
practical information on Ecuador's history, culture, indigenous peoples, and environmental issues. of
color photos. 44 maps.

official language in ecuador: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education Colin
Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.

official language in ecuador: Pachakutik and the Rise and Decline of the Ecuadorian
Indigenous Movement Kenneth J. Mijeski, Scott H. Beck, 2011-03-08 The mobilization of militant
indigenous politics is one of the most important stories in Latin American studies today. In this
critical work, Kenneth J. Mijeski and Scott H. Beck examine the rise and decline of Ecuador’s leading
indigenous party, Pachakutik, as it tried to transform the state into a participative democracy. Using
in-depth interviews with political activists, as well as a powerful statistical analysis of election
results, the authors show that the political election game failed to advance the causes of Ecuador’s
poor or the movement’s own indigenous supporters. Pachakutik and the Rise and Decline of the
Ecuadorian Indigenous Movement is an extraordinarily valuable case study of Ecuador’s indigenous
movement and the challenges it still faces.

official language in ecuador: Ecuador Customs, Trade Regulations and Procedures Handbook
Volume 1 Strategic and Practical Information IBP USA, 2013-08 2011 Updated Reprint. Updated
Annually. Ecuador Customs, Trade Regulations and Procedures Handbook

official language in ecuador: Ecuador Erin Foley, Leslie Jermyn, 2006 Provides
comprehensive information on the geography, history, governmental structure, economy, cultural
diversity, peoples, religion, and culture of Ecuador.

official language in ecuador: Language Planning and Policy in Latin America Richard B.
Baldauf, Robert B. Kaplan, 2007 This volume covers the language situation in Ecuador, Mexico and
Paraguay, explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political contexts and the current




language situation, including language-in-education planning, the role of the media, the role of
religion, and the roles of indigenous and non-indigenous languages. The authors are indigenous
and/or have been participants in the language-planning context. This volume contains monographs
on Ecuador, Mexico and Paraguay, countries which are not well represented in the recent
international language policy and planning literature, and draws together the existing published
research in this field. The purpose of the area volumes in this series is to present up-to-date
information on polities, particularly those that are not well known to researchers in the field, thereby
providing descriptions of language planning and policy in countries around the world.

official language in ecuador: The Rough Guide to Ecuador and the Galapagos: Travel Guide
eBook Rough Guides, 2025-01-01 Ideal for independent travellers, this guidebook to Ecuador and
the Galdpagos, written by destination experts, combines must-see sights with hidden gems and
offers essential tips for both planning and on-the-ground adventures. Inside this Ecuador and the
Galéapagos travel book, you'll find: Regional deep dive - coverage of key regions, offering a rich
selection of places and experiences, and honest reviews of each one Itinerary samples - designed for
various durations and interests Practical information - tips on how to get there and get around, use
public transport, beat the crowds, save time and money, travel responsibly and more Expert
recommendations - insider advice on where to eat, drink, and stay, alongside tips for nightlife and
outdoor activities Seasonal tips - when to go to Ecuador and the Galapagos, climate details, and
festival highlights to plan your perfect trip Must-See pick - a curated selection of not-to-miss sights
as chosen by our authors - Otavalo market, Quito, Canoa, whale-watching, Parque Nacional
Machalilla, Malecon 2000, Nariz del Diablo, La Compania, climb a volcano, Museo Nacional Del
Ecuador, Ingapirca, Lagina Quilotoa Navigational maps - colour-coded maps highlighting essential
spots for dining, accommodation, shopping and entertainment Cultural insights - engaging stories
delve into the local culture, history, arts and more, enriching your understanding of Ecuador and the
Galapagos Language essentials - a handy Spanish dictionary and glossary to help you communicate
and connect with locals Inspiring travel photography - full-colour pictures capture the essence of
Ecuador and the Galapagos, bringing each location to life and fuelling your wanderlust Coverage
includes: Quito, the northern sierra, the central sierra, the southern sierra, the Oriente, the northern
lowlands and coast, Guayaquil and the southern coast, the Galapagos Islands

official language in ecuador: Expat Guide: Ecuador Jason Daniel Kilhoffer, 2023-10-07
Expat Guide: Ecuador is an all-encompassing guidebook aimed at easing the transition for
individuals and families planning to relocate to Ecuador. Written with expats in mind, the book
provides a thorough overview of life in this beautiful and diverse South American country. The book
begins by dispelling common myths and misconceptions about Ecuador and offers a comprehensive
look at the unique opportunities and challenges that come with being an expat. This foundation is
essential for setting realistic expectations and understanding the expat journey ahead. It then delves
into the practical details of moving and living in Ecuador, starting with an in-depth examination of
the country's geography, climate, culture, and heritage. The book also covers crucial considerations
like cost of living, safety, and political climate, alongside an exploration of Ecuador's rich ecological
diversity and outdoor activities that make it a truly unique destination. Legal considerations such as
visa types, work permits, and specific laws for foreigners are addressed meticulously to equip the
readers with essential legal knowledge. The book also navigates the reader through Ecuador's
healthcare system, housing, cost of living, education, work and business opportunities, and practical
day-to-day information. Special emphasis is placed on understanding the local language and culture
to facilitate smoother integration into the Ecuadorian community. Moreover, the book provides
essential information on various aspects of life as an expat in Ecuador, such as finding expat
communities, dealing with homesickness, and embracing the country's vibrant culture. Finally, it
offers a detailed plan for making the move, including a timeline, checklist, guidance on what to
bring, hiring a moving company, banking considerations, understanding customs regulations,
notifying home country government agencies, and the potential benefits of using relocation services.
Expat Guide: Ecuador is more than a guidebook; it's a roadmap for a new journey, and an invaluable



companion for anyone considering making Ecuador their new home. It aims to minimize the
uncertainties that come with moving to a new country and maximize the enjoyment of discovering
what life in Ecuador has to offer.

official language in ecuador: The Languages of the Andes Willem F. H. Adelaar, 2004-06-10
The Andean and Pacific regions of South America are home to a remarkable variety of languages and
language families, with a range of typological differences. This linguistic diversity results from a
complex historical background, comprising periods of greater communication between different
peoples and languages, and periods of fragmentation and individual development. The Languages of
the Andes documents in a single volume the indigenous languages spoken and formerly spoken in
this linguistically rich region, as well as in adjacent areas. Grouping the languages into different
cultural spheres, it describes their characteristics in terms of language typology, language contact,
and the social perspectives of present-day languages. The authors provide both historical and
contemporary information, and illustrate the languages with detailed grammatical sketches. Written
in a clear and accessible style, this book will be a valuable source for students and scholars of
linguistics and anthropology alike.

official language in ecuador: The Politics of Language in the Spanish-Speaking World Clare
Mar-Molinero, 2002-11-01 Spanish is now the third most widely spoken language in the world after
English and Chinese. This book traces how and why Spanish has arrived at this position, examining
its role in the diverse societies where it is spoken from Europe to the Americas. Providing a
comprehensive survey of language issues in the Spanish-speaking world, the book outlines the
historical roots of the emergence of Spanish or Castilian as the dominant language, analyzes the
situation of minority language groups, and traces the role of Spanish and its colonial heritage in
Latin America. The book is structured in four sections: Spanish as a national language: conflict and
hegemony Legislation and the realities of linguistic diversity Language and education The future of
Spanish. Throughout the book Clare Mar-Molinero asks probing questions such as: How does
language relate to power? What is its link with identity? What is the role of language in
nation-building? Who decides how language is taught?

official language in ecuador: The Rough Guide to Ecuador & the Galapagos (Travel
Guide eBook) Rough Guides, 2019-10-01 World-renowned 'tell it like it is' guidebook Discover
Ecuador and the Galdpagos Islands with this comprehensive, entertaining, 'tell it like it is' Rough
Guide, packed with comprehensive practical information and our experts' honest and independent
recommendations. Whether you plan to take in the colonial architecture of Cuenca or stroll along
Guayaquil's Malecén 2000, relax in the spa town of Bafos or climb a volcano, The Rough Guide to
Ecuador and the Galdpagos Islands will help you discover the best places to explore, sleep, eat, drink
and shop along the way. Features of The Rough Guide to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands: -
Detailed regional coverage: provides in-depth practical information for each step of all kinds of trip,
from intrepid off-the-beaten-track adventures, to chilled-out breaks in popular tourist areas. Regions
covered include: Quito, the northern sierra, the central sierra, the southern sierra, the Oriente, the
northern lowlands and coast, Guayaquil and the southern coast and the Galapagos Islands. - Honest
independent reviews: written with Rough Guides' trademark blend of humour, honesty and
expertise, and recommendations you can truly trust, our writers will help you get the most from your
trip to Ecuador and the Galdpagos Islands. - Meticulous mapping: always full-colour, with clearly
numbered, colour-coded keys. Find your way around Quito, Guayaquil, Cuenca and many more
locations without needing to get online. - Fabulous full-colour photography: features a richness of
inspirational colour photography, including the vibrant colours of Otavalo market, stunning wildlife
and captivating Andean mountains. - Things not to miss: Rough Guides' rundown of Quito,
Guayaquil, and the northern and southern sierras' best sights and top experiences. - Itineraries:
carefully planned routes will help you organise your trip, and inspire and inform your on-the-road
experiences. - Basics section: packed with essential pre-departure information including getting
there, getting around, accommodation, food and drink, health, the media, festivals, sports and
outdoor activities, culture and etiquette, shopping and more. - Background information:



comprehensive Contexts chapter provides fascinating insights into Ecuador and the Galapagos
Islands, with coverage of history, religion, ethnic groups, environment, wildlife and books, plus a
handy language section and glossary. - Covers: Quito, the northern sierra, the central sierra, the
southern sierra, the Oriente, the northern lowlands and coast, Guayaquil and the southern coast and
the Galdpagos Islands About Rough Guides: Rough Guides have been inspiring travellers for over 35
years, with over 30 million copies sold globally. Synonymous with practical travel tips, quality
writing and a trustworthy 'tell it like it is' ethos, the Rough Guides list includes more than 260 travel
guides to 120+ destinations, gift-books and phrasebooks.

official language in ecuador: Remaking the Nation Sarah Radcliffe, Dr Sallie Westwood, Sallie
Westwood, 2005-08-12 Remaking the Nation presents new ways of thinking about the nation,
nationalism and national identities. Drawing links between popular culture and indigenous
movements, issues of 'race' and gender, and ideologies of national identity, the authors draw on
their work in Latin America to illustrate their retheorisation of the politics of nationalism. This
engaging exploration of contemporary politics in a postmodern, post new-world-order uncovers a
map of future political organisation, a world of pluri-nations and ethnicised identities in the
ever-changing struggle for democracy.

official language in ecuador: Ecuador Michelle Lomberg, 2017-08-01 Once part of the Incan
Empire, Ecuador was later colonized by Spain. Today, this independent country has a rich history
and diverse population. Learn more about Ecuador’s fascinating history, culture, geography, and
more in Ecuador, an Exploring Countries book.

official language in ecuador: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William J.
Frawley, 2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full
range of the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical, comparative, formal,
mathematical, functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention given to interrelations
within branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other disciplines. Areas of
intersection with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistics,
psycholinguistics, and behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with interdisciplinary
work in language and literature, mathematical linguistics, computational linguistics, and applied
linguistics. Longer entries in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, ranging up to four
thousand words, survey the major fields of study--for example, anthropological linguistics, history of
linguistics, semantics, and phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics within these fields, such as
code switching, sound symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short entries define and discuss
technical terms used within the various subfields or provide sketches of the careers of important
scholars in the history of linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman Jakobson, and Edward
Sapir. A major portion of the work is its extensive coverage of languages and language families.
From those as familiar as English, Japanese, and the Romance languages to Hittite, Yoruba, and
Nahuatl, all corners of the world receive treatment. Languages that are the subject of independent
entries are analyzed in terms of their phonology, grammatical features, syntax, and writing systems.
Lists attached to each article on a language group or family enumerate all languages, extinct or still
spoken, within that group and provide detailed information on the number of known speakers,
geographical range, and degree of intelligibility with other languages in the group. In this way,
virtually every known language receives coverage. For ease of reference and to aid research, the
articles are alphabetically arranged, each signed by the contributor, supported by up-to-date
bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and diagrams, and readily accessible via a system of
cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic outline. Authoritative, comprehensive, and
innovative, the 2nd edition of the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an indispensable
addition to personal, public, academic, and research libraries and will introduce a new generation of
readers to the complexities and concerns of this field of study.

official language in ecuador: New Constitutionalism in Latin America Almut
Schilling-Vacaflor, 2016-04-29 Latin America has a long tradition of constitutional reform. Since the
democratic transitions of the 1980s, most countries have amended their constitutions at least once,



and some have even undergone constitutional reform several times. The global phenomenon of a
new constitutionalism, with enhanced rights provisions, finds expression in the region, but the new
constitutions, such as those of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela, also have some peculiar
characteristics which are discussed in this important book. Authors from a number of different
disciplines offer a general overview of constitutional reforms in Latin America since 1990. They
explore the historical, philosophical and doctrinal differences between traditional and new
constitutionalism in Latin America and examine sources of inspiration. The book also covers
sociopolitical settings, which factors and actors are relevant for the reform process, and analyzes the
constitutional practices after reform, including the question of whether the recent constitutional
reforms created new post-liberal democracies with an enhanced human and social rights record, or
whether they primarily serve the ambitions of new political leaders.

official language in ecuador: Millennial Ecuador Norman E Whitten, 2003-12 In the past
decade, Ecuador has seen five indigenous uprisings, the emergence of the powerful Pachakutik
political movement, and the strengthening of the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of
Ecuador and the Association of Black Ecuadorians, all of which have contributed substantially to a
new constitution proclaiming the country to be “multiethnic and multicultural.” Furthermore,
January 2003 saw the inauguration of a new populist president, who immediately appointed two
indigenous persons to his cabinet. In this volume, eleven critical essays plus a lengthy introduction
and a timely epilogue explore the multicultural forces that have allowed Ecuador's indigenous
peoples to have such dramatic effects on the nation's political structure.

official language in ecuador: Ecuador Investment and Business Guide Volume 1 Strategic and
Practical Information IBP USA, 2013-08 Ecuador Investment and Business Guide - Strategic and
Practical Information

official language in ecuador: World Trade Information Service United States. Bureau of
Foreign Commerce, 1958
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