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African Short Stories Chinua Achebe: Exploring the Mastery of a Literary Icon

african short stories chinua achebe have long held a cherished place in the
canon of African literature. As one of the most influential writers from the
continent, Chinua Achebe’s contributions transcend beyond his celebrated
novels and extend deeply into his shorter works. These stories not only
provide a window into African life, culture, and history but also challenge
prevailing narratives shaped by colonial perspectives. For readers and
scholars alike, exploring Achebe’s short stories offers a rich and nuanced
understanding of his literary genius and the socio-political fabric of
Nigeria and Africa at large.

Understanding Chinua Achebe’s Place in African
Literature

Chinua Achebe is often hailed as the father of modern African literature.
While many know him best for his groundbreaking novel *Things Fall Apart*,
his African short stories reveal a different but equally compelling dimension
of his storytelling prowess. These shorter narratives distill complex themes
into concise, powerful tales that resonate with authenticity and emotional
depth.

Achebe’s stories emerge from a post-colonial context, reflecting the tensions
between tradition and change, indigenous culture and foreign influence. His
ability to weave local idioms, folklore, and everyday experiences into his
writing makes his short stories not just literary works but cultural
artifacts. This is a key reason why students, educators, and literary
enthusiasts continue to study his short stories to grasp the evolution of
African narrative forms.

Key Themes in African Short Stories Chinua
Achebe

Tradition Versus Modernity

One of the most prominent themes Achebe explores in his short stories is the
clash between old and new ways of life. This conflict often manifests in
characters who struggle to reconcile their ancestral customs with the
encroaching forces of modernization and Western values. Achebe’s sensitivity
to this tension allows readers to appreciate the complexity of cultural
transformation rather than reducing it to a simple binary.

Colonial Impact and Resistance

Achebe’s short stories frequently address the effects of colonialism on



African societies. Unlike portrayals that depict Africans solely as victims,
Achebe presents nuanced characters who resist, adapt, or sometimes suffer
under colonial rule. His stories highlight the psychological and social
disruptions caused by colonialism, offering critical insight into how
colonial history shaped contemporary African identities.

Community and Identity

Community plays a vital role in Achebe’s narratives. His short stories often
emphasize the interconnectedness of individuals within their communities,
exploring themes of belonging, responsibility, and social cohesion. Through
his careful depiction of communal life, Achebe underscores the value of
collective identity in the face of external pressures.

Notable African Short Stories by Chinua Achebe

While Achebe’s novels receive widespread acclaim, his short stories are
equally worthy of exploration. Here are some standout stories that exemplify
his skill and thematic concerns:

e "Civil Peace" - A story of resilience and optimism in post-civil war
Nigeria, highlighting the human spirit’s ability to endure hardship.

e "Vengeful Creditor" - A poignant critique of economic hardship and
exploitation, showing how poverty strains familial and social bonds.

e "Dead Men’s Path" - An exploration of cultural misunderstanding and
generational conflict, centered around a school headmaster’s disregard
for traditional beliefs.

e "The Sacrificial Egg" - This tale delves into superstition and social
tension within a rural community.

Each of these stories, though brief, is packed with symbolism and socio-
political commentary, reflecting Achebe’s masterful ability to engage readers
on multiple levels.

The Literary Techniques in Achebe’s Short
Stories

Achebe’s writing style in his short stories is notable for its clarity,
simplicity, and effectiveness. Unlike some contemporary African writers who
employ elaborate prose, Achebe’s language remains accessible yet rich in
meaning. Here’s how he crafts his narratives:



Use of Igbo Proverbs and Folklore

Achebe skillfully incorporates Igbo proverbs and traditional sayings, which
add cultural authenticity and reflect indigenous wisdom. These elements help
bridge oral storytelling traditions with the written form, giving readers
insight into the values and worldview of Igbo society.

Symbolism and Allegory

Many of Achebe’s short stories use symbolism to deepen the narrative. For
example, in “Dead Men’s Path,” the blocked footpath symbolizes the clash
between tradition and progress. These allegorical layers invite readers to
think beyond the surface story and engage with broader social issues.

Characterization and Dialogue

Achebe’s characters often represent larger social forces or ideas but remain
deeply human. His use of dialogue captures the rhythms of everyday speech and
brings characters to life in a believable way. This approach fosters empathy
and helps readers connect with the cultural context.

Why African Short Stories Chinua Achebe Matter
Today

In today’s global literary landscape, Achebe’s short stories continue to hold
relevance. They serve as essential tools for understanding African
perspectives in a world still grappling with post-colonial identities and
cultural hybridity. For educators, these stories provide accessible entry
points to discuss complex themes such as colonialism, tradition, and social
change.

Moreover, Achebe’s short stories inspire contemporary African writers who
seek to tell their own stories with honesty and depth. His legacy encourages

a literary tradition that wvalues authenticity, cultural pride, and critical
reflection on history.

Tips for Reading and Teaching Achebe’s Short Stories

If you're approaching Achebe’s short stories for the first time, here are
some helpful tips:

e Contextualize the Stories: Understanding Nigeria’s historical and
cultural background enriches your reading experience.

e Pay Attention to Language: Note how Achebe uses proverbs and idiomatic
expressions to convey cultural nuances.

e Reflect on Themes: Consider how themes like change, identity, and



community resonate beyond the African context.

e Discuss with Others: Sharing interpretations can reveal multiple layers
of meaning and enhance appreciation.

By engaging actively with these stories, readers can uncover the depth and
complexity that make Achebe’s work timeless.

Exploring Further: Collections and Adaptations

Achebe’s short stories have been compiled in various collections, making them
more accessible to readers worldwide. Notable anthologies include *Girls at
War and Other Stories*, which offers a powerful mix of narratives dealing
with war, peace, and everyday life in Nigeria.

Additionally, some of Achebe’s short stories have been adapted for stage and
radio, demonstrating their versatility and enduring appeal. These adaptations
often highlight the oral tradition from which much of Achebe’s storytelling
draws inspiration, making the stories come alive in new formats.

Exploring these collections and adaptations can deepen one’s appreciation of
Achebe’s artistry and the cultural richness of African storytelling.

Chinua Achebe’s African short stories are a treasure trove of insight into
the human condition, filtered through the lens of African experience. They
invite readers to witness the complexities of life on the continent—from the
struggles of tradition against modernity to the resilient spirit of
communities rebuilding after conflict. Whether you are a student, educator,
or avid reader, delving into Achebe’s short stories offers a rewarding
literary journey that expands understanding and fosters empathy across
cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Chinua Achebe and why is he significant in
African literature?

Chinua Achebe was a Nigerian novelist, poet, and critic, widely regarded as
the father of African literature. He is significant for his works that
portray African culture and history from an indigenous perspective,
challenging colonial narratives.

What are some of the most famous short stories
written by Chinua Achebe?
Some of Chinua Achebe's notable short stories include "Marriage is a Private

Affair," "Dead Men's Path," and "Civil Peace." These stories explore themes
of tradition, change, and the impact of colonialism.



What themes are commonly explored in Chinua Achebe's
African short stories?

Achebe's short stories often explore themes such as cultural conflict between
tradition and modernity, the effects of colonialism, family dynamics,
identity, and social change within African societies.

How does Chinua Achebe depict African traditions in
his short stories?

Achebe depicts African traditions with respect and nuance, highlighting their
complexity and value, while also addressing the challenges they face due to
modernization and colonial influence.

What is the significance of the short story "Marriage
is a Private Affair" by Chinua Achebe?

"Marriage is a Private Affair" addresses generational conflict and cultural
expectations surrounding marriage in Igbo society, illustrating the tension
between traditional customs and individual choice.

How do Chinua Achebe's short stories contribute to
postcolonial literature?

Achebe's stories give voice to African perspectives, critique colonialism,
and reclaim African identity, making significant contributions to
postcolonial literature by challenging dominant Western narratives.

What narrative style does Chinua Achebe use in his
short stories?

Achebe employs a straightforward, clear narrative style often using third-
person omniscient narration, rich with cultural references and proverbs, to
authentically represent African oral traditions.

Can Chinua Achebe's short stories be used in
educational settings?

Yes, Achebe's short stories are widely used in educational curricula to teach
African literature, postcolonial studies, cultural identity, and ethical
issues within societies undergoing change.

How do Chinua Achebe’s short stories reflect the
impact of colonialism on African societies?

His stories often depict the disruptions caused by colonial rule, such as
loss of cultural wvalues, identity crises, and social conflicts, portraying
both resistance and adaptation by African communities.

Where can readers find collections of Chinua Achebe’s



African short stories?

Readers can find Achebe’s short stories in collections such as "Girls at War
and Other Stories" and various anthologies of African literature available in
bookstores, libraries, and online platforms.

Additional Resources

African Short Stories Chinua Achebe: Exploring the Depths of Postcolonial
Narratives

african short stories chinua achebe represent a pivotal chapter in the canon
of African literature, embodying rich cultural insights, postcolonial
critique, and a profound narrative style that has influenced generations of
writers and readers worldwide. Chinua Achebe, often hailed as the father of
modern African literature, is best known for his novels, especially "Things
Fall Apart." However, his contributions to the short story form are equally
significant, offering compact yet powerful reflections on African society,
tradition, and the complex interplay between indigenous cultures and colonial
influences.

Contextualizing Chinua Achebe’s Short Stories
in African Literature

Chinua Achebe’s short stories emerge from a unique historical and cultural
milieu—a period marked by the aftermath of colonial rule and the struggles of
newly independent African nations to reclaim their identity. Unlike longer
novels that allow expansive storytelling, Achebe’s short stories distill
complex themes into concise narratives, making them accessible yet deeply
resonant. This form has enabled Achebe to highlight specific social issues,
moral dilemmas, and cultural conflicts without diluting their intensity.

Within the broader landscape of African short stories, Achebe's works stand
out for their narrative clarity and moral seriousness. His stories often
juxtapose traditional Igbo customs with the disruptive forces of Western
colonialism, underscoring themes of cultural erosion, identity crisis, and
resilience. This thematic focus aligns with other notable African short story
writers such as Ngligi wa Thiong'o and Wole Soyinka but is distinct in
Achebe’s subtle use of irony and symbolism.

Thematic Exploration in Achebe’s Short Stories

A recurring feature in african short stories chinua achebe composed is the
tension between tradition and modernity. Stories like “Dead Men’s Path”
exemplify this by portraying a schoolteacher’s clash with local villagers
over the preservation of ancestral pathways. This narrative effectively
critiques rigid modernization efforts that disregard cultural heritage,
offering a microcosm of postcolonial societal challenges.

Another prominent theme is the moral complexity of human nature and societal
expectations. In “Civil Peace,” Achebe narrates the story of Jonathan Iwegbu,
a man who retains optimism despite the Nigerian Civil War'’'s devastation.



Here, Achebe explores themes of resilience, hope, and the human capacity to
rebuild, contrasting sharply with the often tragic tones of his other works.
This narrative diversity enriches the corpus of african short stories chinua
achebe produced, demonstrating his ability to capture both despair and hope
in postcolonial Africa.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Achebe’s short stories are characterized by straightforward prose infused
with symbolic depth. His narrative style prioritizes clarity and
accessibility, which was a deliberate choice to reach a broad audience,
including those outside academic circles. This approach reflects Achebe’s
commitment to using literature as a tool for education and social commentary.

Symbolism and allegory are integral to his storytelling. For instance, in
“The Sacrificial Egg,” Achebe uses the motif of a young girl’s sacrifice to
symbolize the larger societal sacrifices demanded by tradition and change.
Additionally, Achebe’s use of Igbo proverbs and folk tales within his stories
enriches the narrative texture and anchors his works in indigenous oral
traditions, enhancing their authenticity and cultural resonance.

Impact and Legacy of Chinua Achebe’s Short
Stories

Chinua Achebe’s short stories have left an indelible mark on African
literature and beyond. Their inclusion in educational curricula worldwide
attests to their enduring relevance and pedagogical value. By blending the
local and the universal, Achebe’s narratives transcend cultural boundaries,
providing insights into the human condition through the lens of African
experiences.

Moreover, Achebe’s short stories have inspired a wave of African writers to
embrace the short story form as a potent vehicle for cultural expression and
political critique. His ability to condense complex societal issues into
succinct narratives serves as a model for emerging writers navigating the
multifaceted realities of postcolonial Africa.

Comparisons with Other African Short Story Writers

When compared to contemporaries such as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie or Amos
Tutuola, Achebe’s short stories tend to be more grounded in realism and
cultural specificity. While Adichie often incorporates feminist perspectives
and Tutuola delves into magical realism, Achebe maintains a balance between
narrative simplicity and thematic profundity. This distinct style makes his
short stories particularly effective for readers seeking authentic portrayals
of African traditions confronted by modern challenges.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite their acclaim, some critics argue that Achebe’s short stories



occasionally risk idealizing traditional cultures or presenting binary
oppositions between tradition and modernity. This critique points to a
nuanced debate within postcolonial literary studies about the representation
of African societies as static or monolithic. However, a closer reading
reveals Achebe’s nuanced approach, which often acknowledges internal
conflicts and contradictions within African communities themselves.

Essential African Short Stories by Chinua
Achebe

For readers interested in exploring african short stories chinua achebe
authored, several key works stand out:

e “Dead Men’s Path” - A poignant critigque of cultural insensitivity and
modernization conflicts.

e “Civil Peace” - A narrative of hope and resilience amid postwar chaos.

e “The Sacrificial Egg” - An allegory on tradition and sacrifice.

e “The Voter” - A satirical look at political manipulation and voter
apathy.

e “Chike’s School Days” - A reflection on education and cultural identity.

These stories collectively showcase Achebe’s versatility and thematic range,
making them essential reading for anyone studying African literature or
postcolonial narratives.

Accessibility and Translations

Achebe’s short stories have been translated into multiple languages,
broadening their global reach. Their relatively concise format makes them
ideal for inclusion in anthologies and academic syllabi. This accessibility
has contributed to the growing international interest in African literature
and the recognition of Achebe as a foundational figure in the field.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of
Achebe’ s Short Stories

African short stories chinua achebe crafted remain vital in understanding
both African history and literature. They serve as windows into the cultural
transitions experienced by African societies and offer timeless reflections
on identity, morality, and resilience. As postcolonial discourse evolves,
Achebe’s short stories continue to provoke critical thought and inspire
literary innovation, cementing their place as cornerstones of African
literary heritage.
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african short stories chinua achebe: African Short Stories Chinua Achebe, Catherine
Lynette Innes, 1987 A collection of stories by African writers which deal with life and customs in
African society.

african short stories chinua achebe: The Heinemann Book of Contemporary African
Short Stories Chinua Achebe, Catherine Lynette Innes, 1992 A collection of 20 stories written
between 1980-1991 which deal with themes relevant to various regions of Africa.

african short stories chinua achebe: The Granta Book of the African Short Story Helon
Habila, 2011-09-01 Presenting a diverse and dazzling collection from all over the continent, from
Morocco to Zimbabwe, Uganda to Kenya. Helon Habila focuses on younger, newer writers -
contrasted with some of their older, more established peers - to give a fascinating picture of a new
and more liberated Africa. These writers are characterized by their engagement with the wider
world and the opportunities offered by the end of apartheid, the end of civil wars and dictatorships,
and the possibilities of free movement. Their work is inspired by travel and exile. They are liberated,
global and expansive. As Dambudzo Marechera wrote: 'If you're a writer for a specific nation or
specific race, then f*** you. These are the stories of a new Africa, punchy, self-confident and defiant.
Includes stories by: Fatou Diome; Aminatta Forna; Manuel Rui; Patrice Nganang; Leila Aboulela; Zo
Wicomb; Alaa Al Aswany; Doreen Baingana; E.C. Osondu.

african short stories chinua achebe: Girls at War and Other Stories Chinua Achebe, 1972
Girls at War and Other Stories reveals the essence of life in Nigeria and traces twenty years in the
literary career of one of this century's most acclaimed writers. In this collection of stories, Chinua
Achebe takes us inside the heart and soul of a people whose pride and ideals must compete with the
simple struggle to survive. Hailed by critics everywhere, Chinua Achebe's fiction re-creates with
energy and authenticity the major issues of daily life in Africa.

african short stories chinua achebe: The Short Story in South Africa Rebecca Fasselt,
Corinne Sandwith, 2022-03-24 This book considers the key critical interventions on short story
writing in South Africa written in English since the year 2000. The short story genre, whilst often
marginalised in national literary canons, has been central to the trajectory of literary history in
South Africa. In recent years, the short story has undergone a significant renaissance, with new
collections and young writers making a significant impact on the contemporary literary scene, and
subgenres such as speculative fiction, erotic fiction, flash fiction and queer fiction expanding rapidly
in popularity. This book examines the role of the short story genre in reflecting or championing new
developments in South African writing and the ways in which traditional boundaries and definitions
of the short story in South Africa have been reimagined in the present. Drawing together a range of
critical interventions, including scholarly articles, interviews and personal reflective pieces, the
volume traces some of the aesthetic and thematic continuities and discontinuities in the genre and
sheds new light on questions of literary form. Finally, the book considers the place of the short story
in twenty-first century writing and interrogates the ways in which the short story form may
contribute to, or recast ideas of, the post-apartheid or post-transitional. The perfect guide to
contemporary short story writing in South Africa, this book will be essential reading for researchers
of African literature.

african short stories chinua achebe: The Heinemann Book of South African Short Stories
Denis Hirson, Martin Trump, 1994 All by writers who spent their formative years in South Africa,
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this diverse range of short stories spans from the end of World War II when the National Party was
on the upsurge, to the early 1990s when the legal framework of apartheid was abolished, the ANC
was legalized and Mandela was released.

african short stories chinua achebe: A Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English Erin
Fallon, R.C. Feddersen, James Kurtzleben, Maurice A. Lee, Susan Rochette-Crawley, 2013-10-31
Although the short story has existed in various forms for centuries, it has particularly flourished
during the last hundred years. Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English includes
alphabetically-arranged entries for 50 English-language short story writers from around the world.
Most of these writers have been active since 1960, and they reflect a wide range of experiences and
perspectives in their works. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes biography, a
review of existing criticism, a lengthier analysis of specific works, and a selected bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. The volume begins with a detailed introduction to the short story
genre and concludes with an annotated bibliography of major works on short story theory.

african short stories chinua achebe: The South African Short Story in English,
1920-2010 Marta Fossati, 2024-09-05 Through detailed close readings alongside investigations into
the history of print culture, Marta Fossati traces the development of the South African short story in
English from the late 1920s to the first decade of the twenty-first century. She examines a selection
of short stories by important Black South African writers (Rolfes and Herbert Dhlomo, Peter
Abrahams, Can Themba, Alex La Guma, Mtutuzeli Matshoba, Ahmed Essop, and Zo€ Wicomb) with
an alertness to the dialogue between ethics and aesthetics performed by these texts. This new
history of Black short fiction problematises and interrogates the often-polarised readings of Black
literature in South Africa that can be torn between notions of literariness, protest, and journalism.
Due to material constraints, short fiction in South Africa circulated first and foremost through local
print media, which Fossati analyses in detail to show the cross-fertilisation between journalism and
the short story. While rooted in the South African context, the short stories considered also hold a
translocal dimension, allowing us to explore the ethical and aesthetic practice of intertextuality.
These are writings that complicate the aesthetics/ethics binary, generic classifications, and the
categories of the literary and the political. Theoretically eclectic in its approach, although largely
underpinned by a narratological analysis, The South African Short Story in English, 1920-2010:
When Aesthetics Meets Ethics offers a fresh perspective on the South African short story in English,
spotlighting several hitherto marginalised figures in South African literary studies.

african short stories chinua achebe: Writing Africa in the Short Story Ernest Emenyonu,
2013

african short stories chinua achebe: The Oxford History of the Novel in English Simon
Gikandi, 2016-09-05 Why did the novel take such a long time to emerge in the colonial world? And,
what cultural work did it come to perform in societies where subjects were not free and modes of
social organization diverged from the European cultural centers where the novel gained its form and
audience? Answering these questions and more, Volume 11, The Novel in Africa and the Caribbean
since 1950 explores the institutions of cultural production that exerted influence in late colonialism,
from missionary schools and metropolitan publishers to universities and small presses. How these
structures provoke and respond to the literary trends and social peculiarities of Africa and the
Caribbean impacts not only the writing and reading of novels in those regions, but also has a
transformative effect on the novel as a global phenomenon. Together, the volume's 32 contributing
experts tell a story about the close relationship between the novel and the project of decolonization,
and explore the multiple ways in which novels enable readers to imagine communities beyond their
own and thus made this form of literature a compelling catalyst for cultural transformation. The
authors show that, even as the novel grows in Africa and the Caribbean as a mark of the elites'
mastery of European form, it becomes the essential instrument for critiquing colonialism and for
articulating the new horizons of cultural nationalism. Within this historical context, the volume
examines works by authors such as Chinua Achebe, Nadine Gordimer, George Lamming, Jamaica
Kincaid, V.S. Naipaul, Zoe Wicomb, J. M. Coetzee, and many others.



african short stories chinua achebe: Transnational Africana Women'’s Fictions Cheryl
Sterling, 2021-09-30 This book explores the works of women writers and filmmakers across the
African and African Diaspora world, reflecting on how the transnational sphere can serve to
highlight voices that were at the margins of gender and race hierarchies. The book demonstrates
how in discourse and theory Africana women are the centers of their own knowledge production and
agency, as the artists and their characters point the way forward. Their multi-perspectivism leads to
avenues of selective mutuality and influence to generate transformative creative work, scholarship,
and practices. Writers included are Sylvia Wynter, Edwidge Danticat, Amanda Smith, Werewere
Liking, Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche, Sefi Atta, NoViolet Bulawayo, Nnedi Okorafor, Mariama Ba, Ama
Ata Aidoo, Igiaba Scego, Léonara Miano, Giséle Hountondji, Monique Ilboudo, and Maryse Condé, as
well as filmmaker Kemi Adetiba. Over the course of the book, the contributors critically explore and
update the canon on women in the African and African Diaspora literary sphere, highlighting their
contributions to theoretical debates and providing substantive nuance to diasporic subjectivity. This
book will be of interest to scholars of African and Africana Studies, comparative literature, and
women and gender studies.

african short stories chinua achebe: Salman Rushdie and Translation Jenni Ramone,
2013-09-12 Salman Rushdie's writing is engaged with translation in many ways: translator-figures
tell and retell stories in his novels, while acts of translation are catalysts for climactic events.
Covering his major novels as well as his often-neglected short stories and writing for children,
Salman Rushdie and Translation explores the role of translation in Rushdie's work. In this book,
Jenni Ramone draws on contemporary translation theory to analyse the part translation plays in
Rushdie's appropriation of historical and contemporary Indian narratives of independence and
migration.

african short stories chinua achebe: Goatskin Bags and Wisdom Ernest Emenyonu, 2000
Among the contributors are a new generation of young African writers whose studies include the
works of a number of established and emerging African Writers about whom there is little criticism
now in existence.--BOOK JACKET.

african short stories chinua achebe: Short Story Paul March-Russell, 2009-05-15 This new
general introduction emphasises the importance of the short story to an understanding of modern
fiction.In twenty succinct chapters, the study paints a complete portrait of the short story - its
history, culture, aesthetics and economics. European innovators such as Chekhov, Flaubert and
Kafka are compared to Irish, New Zealand and British practitioners such as Joyce, Mansfield and
Carter as well as writers in the American tradition, from Hawthorne and Poe to Barthelme and
Carver.Fresh attention is paid to experimental, postcolonial and popular fiction alongside
developments in Anglo-American, Hispanic and European literature. Critical approaches to the short
story are debated and reassessed, while discussion of the short story is related to contemporary
critical theory. In what promises to be essential reading for students and academics, the study sets
out to prove that the short story remains vital to the emerging culture of the twenty-first century.

african short stories chinua achebe: Edinburgh Companion to the Short Story in
English Paul Delaney, 2018-02-01 Provides a clear introduction to the key terms and frameworks in
cognitive poetics and stylistics

african short stories chinua achebe: Notes on J. de Grandsaigne and S. Nnamonu's
(eds.) African Short Stories, an Anthology Barrack Muluka, 1991

african short stories chinua achebe: Africa Writes Back James Currey, 2022-10-31 June 17,
2008, is the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart by
Heinemann. This publication provided the impetus for the foundation of the African Writers Series in
1962 with Chinua Achebe as the editorial adviser. Africa Writes Back: The African Writers Series
and the Launch of African Literature captures the energy of literary publishing in a new and
undefined field. Portraits of the leading characters and the many consultants and readers providing
reports and advice to new and established writers make Africa Writes Back a stand-out book. James
Currey’s voice and insights are an added bonus. CONTENTS Publishing and selling the African



Writers Series The African Writers Series Portfolio & George Hallett’s covers Main dates for the
African Writers Series INTRODUCTION: The establishment of African Literature Publishing Chinua
Achebe 1. WRITERS FROM WEST AFRICA Nigeria: The country where so much started Negritude
from Senegal to Cameroun Magic & realism from Ghana, The Gambia & Sierra Leone 2. WRITERS
FROM EASTERN AFRICA Towards the oral & the popular in Kenya, Uganda & Tanzania Publishing
Ngugi 3. WRITERS FROM THE HORN & NORTH-EASTERN AFRICA Emperors in Ethiopia
Publishing Nuruddin Farah Arab authors in Egypt & Sudan 4. WRITERS FROM SOUTH AFRICA
Resistance in South Africa Publishing Alex la Guma Publishing Dennis Brutus Publishing Bessie
Head Publishing Masizi Kunene 5. WRITERS FROM SOUTHERN AFRICAN Guns & Guerrillas in
Mozambique &Angola Zambia Shall be Free Death & detention in Malawi The struggle to become
Zimbabwe Publishing Dambudzo Marechera CONCLUSION: Is there still a role for the African
Writers Series?

african short stories chinua achebe: Tradition and Modernity in the African Short Story
Fidelis Odun Balogun, 1991 While the short story has long been treated seriously by scholars in both
Europe and America, in Africa the genre has been all but ignored by critics. Despite its popularity on
the continent, the African short story has never been the subject of a thorough and systematic study.
In this pioneering work, F. Odun Balogun offers a two-part look at the genre, beginning with a
general survey of African short stories and an approach for textual analysis, and followed by a
detailed exploration of the themes and artistic methods of two representative writers. The book
provides an extensive range of coverage, as well as theoretic perspectives on the historical
development of African prose, literature of the absurd, and other aspects of literary theory. The work
begins with a four-chapter section surveying theoretical aspects of the African short story. Chapter
one examines the critical scholarship, discusses the reasons for neglect and reaffirms the
significance of the African short story, while chapter two explores the major thematic
preoccupations of the writers working in the genre. Topics covered include art, religion, tradition
and culture, urban life, colonial and post-colonial reality, and apartheid. In chapter three, the African
short story is judged against the exacting demands of the genre, with particular emphasis on verbal
discipline, imaginativeness, and linguistic experimentations. Chapter four concludes the general
survey with a discussion of irony, the most dominant element of style and source of appeal. The
book's second section offers detailed studies of the work of two writers: Chinua Achebe, who typifies
the traditional realistic mode, and Taban lo Liyong, a post-modernist experimentalist. Each author's
work is examined for general themes and artistic structures, and is followed by close examinations
of Achebe's Girls at War and The Madman and lo Liyong's Fixions and The Uniformed Man. A brief
summary chapter concludes the work. This important, first-of-its-kind study will be an indispensable
resource for courses in African literature, African prose fiction, and twentieth century short stories,
as well as a valuable addition to both public and academic libraries.

african short stories chinua achebe: No Condition is Permanent Holger G. Ehling, 2001
Includes articles, interviews, creative writing, and book reviews.

african short stories chinua achebe: Encyclopedia of African Literature Simon Gikandi,
2003-09-02 The most comprehensive reference work on African literature to date, this book contains
over 600 entries that cover criticism and theory, its development as a field of scholarship, and
studies of established and lesser-known writers.
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